
To Those Who Call ERPC Home,

“God is already up to something good,” is an expression my wife, Laura, and I came across in
this last year or two. It lodges life squarely on the ways of God who is to be trusted in all things.
It speaks of the timing of God’s ways, active long before we might recognize them in their
fullness. It affirms the deep goodness of God, something almost beyond comprehension.

We Smiths and your Session have seen this on full display as we moved from initial connection
through all the stages of the search process. You learned Sunday that there has been a joyful
affirmation that the Spirit has led us to one another for such a time as this. Laura and I are
deeply grateful for the opportunity to make our home with you. We are excited to anticipate
the ways God is going to stir us all to celebrate all that ERPC has been, is and will be under
God’s gracious hand. 

It’s going to be a few more months before we are together. The church I am currently serving is
winding up her search for a new installed lead pastor. During this time, you get to keep
investing in all that God is up to in and through you, throughout the valley and with each other.
These months ahead will be filled with gratitude, joy and anticipation until we stand together
as one in August, ready to lean into all God has in store in the next couple of years.

I thank the Session for their faithfulness throughout the entire search process. I thank all of you
for how you live out the love of God in Messiah Jesus every day. I thank God for drawing us into
a new phase of life, for ERPC and for the Smiths, one full of promise and conviction that God is
already up to something good. 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Looking forward to the amazing journey ahead,
Pat and Laura 


