
Jesus is the Reason for the Season 
 

As parents, it gets so challenging to not let the focus of Christmas 
go the way of the culture. All the extras are so much fun! Let me 
encourage you as parents this year to focus on Jesus during all the 
fun things you do.  
 
Try the Advent Bible Challenge for families this year. It’s so easy 
and just takes a few minutes each day but should make a dramatic 
impact on your focus this Christmas season. The guidelines of the 
Advent Bible Challenge for families is read the Bible 4 out of 7 
days each week during the month of December. I have even 
provided you with a calendar if you choose to accept this 
challenge. Stop by the Heartland KIDS slat wall to pick up your 
calendar and for more information. Reading the Bible and 
praying is so important to do as a family. Studies show that kids 
who read the Bible together as a family will more likely continue 
the practice themselves as they get older. God’s word changes 
lives. 
 

 

For His Glory. 

Jodi Welch 
Children’s Ministry Director 
jwelch@heartlandefree.com   

NOVEMBER 
2018 

CALENDAR 

Children’s Church  

 First Service during the sermon 

time  

 Awana 

 Dec 11 Christmas Store Night 

 Dec 18 Christmas Dress-Up          

        Night 

 Dec 25 NO AWANA 

 Jan 1    NO AWANA 

 Sunday School 

 Every Sunday-ages 2 thru 6th gr. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

KIDS Newsletter

December 2019| ISSUE 36 

Children’s Ministry at Heartland Evangelical Free Church exists to help 
fulfill the mission of our church. Our goal is to assist in raising up a 
faithful generation of children that come, follow and serve. Stop by the Heartland KIDS slat wall 

for more information. 
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Why do WE get gifts at Christmas if 
it’s Jesus’ birthday? 
 
On Christmas at our house we sing 
“Happy Birthday” to Jesus. At some 
point, the kids wondered why, if it is 
Jesus’ birthday, do WE get gifts?  
 
Billy Graham has said, “At Christmas we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ over 
2,000 years ago. And we celebrate His 
birth because He was God’s gift to us—
for through Him, God demonstrated His 
great love for us. The Bible says, “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16)…Shortly after Jesus was 
born, a small group of men traveled 
hundreds of miles to pay Him homage 
and give Him gifts. When they finally 
discovered Him, the Bible says, “they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11).  
 
Gifts were given to Jesus to HONOR 
him. We can teach our children that at 
Christmas, and throughout the year, we 
honor Jesus by giving gifts to others to 
express our respect and love for them.  
 

Digging Deeper 
Do your kids wonder why the three wise 
men gave Jesus gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh? They do seem 
like strange gifts to give a child. Some 
Christian historians suggest that gold is 
associated with Kings and Christians 
believe that Jesus is the King of Kings. 
Frankincense is sometimes used in 
worship in churches and showed that 
people would worship Jesus. And myrrh 
is a perfume that is put on the dead to 
make them smell nice, foretelling that 
Jesus would suffer and die. 
 

(For more about the three wise men and 
free Christmas activities for kids, check 
out http://www.whychristmas.com) 
 
Kari Hanson 
Childcare Coordinator 

The Best Gift 
Don’t let the Christmas fun end! Purchase a small gift. (You 
may want to put a bag of treats that can be shared or a gift 
card to a favorite donut shop in the last box so everyone can 
share in the gift.) Collect several gift boxes (larger than the 
gift) and wrap the gift several times (at least five or six 
times), each time putting it in a larger box and wrapping it. 
Play a game to find out who will be the final “owner” of the 
gift. (This could even be adapted using gift bags.) 
To play, sit in a circle and pass around the gift as you play 
music. When the music stops, the one holding the gift can 
unwrap the package—until he or she comes to another 
wrapped package. The last one to reveal the contents of the 
wrapped box will get to keep/share it. 
God promised hundreds of years before Jesus was born 
that He would send His Son to die for our sins (Genesis 
3:15). If God says He will do something, we can count on 
Him to keep His word. Jesus is God’s best gift to the 
world! 
 

The Story Never Gets Old 
Review the Christmas story. Assign parts (Mary, Joseph, 
angel, shepherds, sheep, donkey, etc.) and read the 
Christmas story from Luke 2:1-20 while the characters act 
out their parts. Video the “performance” as it will be fun to 
watch…over and over again (especially when the kids are 
grown!) 
What should we say when someone gives us a gift? 
(Thank you) 
God gave us a wonderful gift when He sent Jesus into 
the world. 
Say a special prayer to thank God for His great gift! 
 

Share an object lesson about God’s greatest gift. 
Wrap a small gift to illustrate the gift God gives to us. (You 
may want to wrap and give a small gift to each child after 
you share the object lesson so you don’t hear cries of 
“Where’s MY gift?”) 
Hold out the gift and say something like, “I promise that 
the first one to take this can have it.” (Give it to the one 
who responded first.) 
“What did you have to do to get it? Did you have to pay 
for it? Did you have to be good to get it? What did you 
have to do it? (Take it; receive it; etc.) Did I keep my 
promise?” 
Read John 1:12. 
What is the promise in this Bible verse? (That whoever 
receives Jesus will become part of God’s family.) 
God offers us a wonderful gift. He wants to take away 
our sin (which keeps us separate from Him) and make 
us part of His family. Jesus paid with His life so we can 
have this gift. We can’t buy it or be good enough to get 
it. We must simply believe in Jesus and receive His 
forgiveness. Jesus is the best gift! 

Family Devotional Time 

http://www.whychristmas.com

