
SO THE NEXT GENERATION WILL KNOW… 
I am so excited that I have the opportunity to pour into the church 
of 2050. That’s when the kids in children’s ministry will be 
leaders in the church. I need to ask myself daily if I am creating 
passionate Jesus followers with spine and heart. Spine that helps 
them stand firm in Christian beliefs and heart that they embrace 
the world they live in with love and lead the church and influence 
the culture. Valerie Bell, of Awana, shared with Awana leaders 
the following… 
 The greatest challenge to the future of faith and the future 
 of the church is discipleship of our children. With these 
 seismic shifts in mind—the heightened velocity of secular 
 culture, the breakdown of the family and the fading 
 prominence of the church—what is the future of faith going to 
 be in 2050? 
“Together as brothers and sisters who share the same heavenly 
Father, we have a duty to make kids our priority; so the next 
generation will proudly (and successfully) continue the family 
name.” (So the Next Generation Will Know, McDowell & Wallace) What 
an exciting time to be part of Children’s ministry! 
 
 

For His Glory. 

Jodi Welch 
Children’s Ministry Director 
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Fall Celebration 
Oct 30, 5-8pm 
Invite your friends! 
 
Trunk or Treat 
Pulled Pork Dinner 
Live Music 
Face Painting 
Coloring Contest  
Games & More 

Children’s Ministry at Heartland Evangelical Free Church exists to help 
fulfill the mission of our church. Our goal is to assist in raising up a 
faithful generation of children that come, follow and serve. 



NURSERY CORNER 

 

 

Kari Hanson 

Childcare Coordinator 

Fruit of the Spirit for Toddlers 
For our children, character training begins at 
home. Teaching the Fruits of the Spirit is a 
wonderful way we can begin to “train up a 
child in the way he should go” Proverbs 22:6. 
 
Fruit of the Spirit: KINDNESS 
 
Memory Verse: 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the 
Lord is good; sing to his name, for it is 
pleasant! (ESV) 
 
Lesson: God helps us want to help others.  
 
Read: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10)  
 
Discuss: Why do you think the Samaritan 
helped the man who was hurt? Why did the 
others not help him? How do the different 
characters make you feel? What would you 
have done? Why? Has anyone ever helped 
you? Why do you think they did? What is 
kindness? How do you know that someone is 
being kind? How do you show kindness? How 
is God kind?  
 
Activity: Make friendship bracelets by winding 
yarn or threading beads onto pipecleaners 
and then winding them round your wrist. 
Make one for yourself and one to give away 
to friend.  
 
Pray: Spend some time asking God who you 
can help/ smile at/ say something nice to or 
give something to over the coming week.  

Important Steps 
Use string, tape, or some other way to mark a starting line and a finish line 
about 10 feet apart.  Instruct family members to line up at the starting line and 
follow instructions as they are read. Suggested instructions: 

• Take one step forward if you have been kind today. 

• Take one step forward if you have been helpful this week. 

• Take one step backward if you have ever said an unkind word. 

• Take one step forward if you did a chore today. 

• Take one step backward if you have ever disobeyed a parent. 

• Take one step forward if you have ever given a gift. 

• Take one step backward if you have ever told a lie. 
 
It’s likely nobody will cross the finish line. If we played this game long enough, 
and if the questions asked were in your favor, you might make it to the finish 
line. The main thing would be to have more steps forward than you do 
back.  The problem with real life is that we all sin (Romans 3:23) and that sin 
separates us from God. But Jesus makes it possible for us to escape that 
separation. When we choose to receive the free gift of salvation that Jesus 
makes possible, we can be forever alive in Christ!  That’s the ultimate finish line 
to cross. 

Choosing to Believe 
Items needed: Several flavors of ice cream (pint size would work great) 
This is a simple object lesson to help kids see that they have to choose to 
believe themselves. 
Show kids the different flavors of ice cream and taste them in front of the kids. 
Rave about how good they are and invite your spouse to taste them (not giving 
any to the kids yet). You could say something like this: We have tasted this ice 
cream and think it is great. Would you like to taste it? Then invite the kids to 
taste it. 
 
As you are eating the ice cream, talk about it: 
Which flavors do you like? Would you have known what was good if you never 
tasted it? No. There comes a time when each person must decide what he or 
she believes. This is especially important when talking about what we believe in 
Jesus. I believe _______ (share what you believe…that Jesus died on the 
cross, came alive again, and will take away our sin, etc.) You must make your 
own decision about what you believe. No one becomes a Christian because 
their parents are Christians. It is an individual decision. 
What do you believe about Jesus? (This would be a good chance to determine 
what they understand and if they are ready to believe in and follow Jesus.) 

See and Say 
Take a walk in your neighborhood or a park nearby. Encourage family members 
to identify unique and beautiful things they see along the way (flowers, leaves, 
pine cones, acorns, berries, wildlife, etc.). As you walk, talk about the blessings 
of knowing God through Christ. 
 
Who made all this beauty? 
What’s the best thing about knowing God? 
What would you like to tell God if you could see Him? 
What are some things for which you are thankful? 
Because we belong to Christ, thanks should spill out of us! When we are alive 
in Christ, our lives should be a walking testimony of His goodness and love. 

Alive in Christ 


