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Community Work Day
This fall, RVCF left the building!
The RVCF team went into our community to serve through cleaning, building,
landscaping and more. Look inside for more photos and to see all the projects that
were completed!
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Shop and Drop Calendar
Every month we collect needed items for our Community Partners. If you can
help by purchasing the items, just bring them to the Guest Services Desk. Thanks!
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MARCH 14

APRIL 11

MAY 9

Baby Wipes for the
Pregnancy
Resource Center

Jelly (plastic containers
please) for the Center
of Hope

Deodorant for
Fortitude Community
Outreach
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Partner: The
Pregnancy
Resource Center
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Fortitude Community Outreach
Giving shelter to our community’s most vulnerable

Fortitude Community Outreach takes care of
homeless individuals in Kankakee County
through many different avenues.
The PADS shelter runs from October through
May. Guests are given dinner, a safe and warm
place to sleep, and breakfast in the morning.
Most importantly, they are given a place where
they can have a sense of community, someone
to talk to who cares about them, and a safe
place to stay.

they also need people to serve at the nightly
shelters, serving food, sharing a meal, and
spending time with shelter guests. There is a
training provided to all shelter volunteers.

Fortitude also offers a street outreach on
Thursday nights. The trailer is filled with
supplies: soap, shaving cream, blankets,
sleeping bags, socks and more. Homeless guests
are able to take what they need.

Looking for ways to give to Fortitude? There
are several ways! You can donate to Fortitude
directly by giving one time or recurring gifts,
you can drop off donations to sell at Bargains
and Treasures, you can drop off items from
Fortitude’s list of items needed for street
outreach and you can purchase items from their
Amazon wish list.

In 2019, Fortitude was gifted ownership of
the resale shop Bargains and Treasures,
located on Rt. 45 in Bradley. All proceeds from
sales at the store go back to funding Fortitude.
Donations can be made at the store during
business hours, Tuesday-Friday from 11-6, and
Saturdays from 10-1.

All the information about how to volunteer
and to give, as well as more about Fortitude
Community Outreach can be found on their
website. fortitudecommunityoutreach.org.

Volunteering with Fortitude
There are many ways to serve with Fortitude,
from one-time experiences to repeated serving.
They need people to help with Thursday night
street outreach, by passing out supplies to any
guests that need them, bus drivers are needed
to get shelter guests to River Valley on Thursday
nights, meals are needed for breakfasts and
dinners at the shelter. Fortitude also needs help
in their store, Bargains and Treasures. Finally,

“I was drawn to volunteering with Fortitude due
to RVCF’s commitment to serve as a PADS
shelter site on Thursdays. After having served, I
was encouraged by the positive attitude of other
volunteers and the gentle nature of the
overnight guests. The program is well-organized
and provides a great service to helping those in
need of the most basic human needs: shelter and
food. -Jerry Rutherford, RVCF member
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Center of Hope

Volunteering with The Center of Hope

Feeding our community’s most vulnerable

Interested in helping out at the Center of
Hope? It’s easy to sign up! Volunteers are
needed on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
during two different shifts. The first is from
9:00-11:30 am, and the second is from
11:30-2:00 pm. A couple of hours makes a huge
difference in how the Center can serve its
clients!

Center of Hope is a client-led food pantry
located in Kankakee.
Being a client-led pantry means that guests
choose their own food when they visit (up to
once per week). During non-Covid times, guests
come into the Center, and shop down the aisles
for their food. Among the choices are pasta,
cereal, canned fruits and vegetables, and much
more. Guests are also given meat and fresh
produce if it’s available.

Looking for ways to give to the Center of
Hope? The best way to donate to the Center of
Hope is through monetary giving. The Center is
able to purchase large amounts of food supplies
for a discounted price because they are a food
pantry, so your dollars will go farther if they do
the buying! You can give via cash/check, or by
donating through PayPal.

Because of current restrictions, guests are
now given pre-packed boxes of food when they
arrive. If there are other necessities available,
like toilet paper or paper towels, they will be
given those as well. Staff and volunteers hand
out the boxes to those in need.

The Center of Hope also takes donations of
toiletry items, as well as garden produce.

Volunteers now pack the boxes and bags,
selecting items ahead of time for guests. It’s the
volunteers who travel the aisles, choosing a
number of foods for the clients of Center of
Hope. This is a great way to serve!

Find out all the details about how to
volunteer and how to donate on the Center
of Hope’s website, centerofhopek3.org.

“The Center of Hope is an easy way to ‘love
your neighbor’. I’ve been serving off and on for
over 10 years. The clients are a blessing to me
and I try to be an upbeat friendly face to them.
Volunteers are needed every week. I appreciate
the small staff and how they serve the
community in a loving way.” -Rhonda
Stenzinger, RVCF member
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Living Alternatives Pregnancy
Resource Center

Would you like to give to the Pregnancy
Resource Center? The easiest way to give is by
visiting the PRC website,
www.pregnancyresourcecenter.org. There are
additional events with opportunities to give,
including the Annual Walk (Spring) and the
Annual Banquet (Fall).

Committed to equipping those facing pregnancy
decisions with excellent care, compassionate support,
and honest information

Living Alternatives Pregnancy Resource
Center is a clinic that exists to assist women in
crisis. They help women through pregnancy
testing, counseling and more. Women who visit
the center find kind and compassionate
counselors who will give them a free pregnancy
test if needed, as well as a nurse who will
perform an ultrasound.

Find out all the details about how to volunteer
and how to donate on the Pregnancy Resource
Center’s website,
www.pregnancyresourcecenter.org.

Other services include parenting classes,
providing maternity and baby clothing,
abstinence education and post abortion
counseling.
Volunteering with the Pregnancy Resource
Center
Interested in helping out at the PRC? There
are lots of ways, for all skill levels and interests!
• Client Advocates: meet with clients for

“I started volunteering at the PRC after being
encouraged to get involved in a local ministry.
Every day I volunteer is different. You never
know who is going to call or walk through the
door. We are there to show Gods love to each
client by listenIng to their story, by encouraging
them, educating them, letting them know we
are here to walk their journey with them and to
pray with them.There are many ways to
volunteer at the PRC. I count it a joy to be a
part of it.” Karen Johnson, RVCF member

pregnancy testing and counseling
• H.O.P.E. Mentors: connect with clients

through a parenting education program
• Clothing Room: organize and clean items like

baby clothes, toys, etc.
• Office Support: filing, helping with mailings,

phones, etc.
• Building Support: cleaning, building

maintenance, outdoor care

4

WINTER 2021

Community Work Day
Before the weather stopped cooperating, RVCF went out to serve our community and partners
through completing several projects…check out our people in action!

The Center of Hope

“Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble.
Then your light will shine out from the
darkness, and the darkness around you will be
as bright as noon.”
Isaiah 58:10

We did some cleanup and landscaping
outside, and moved shelving inside to be
ready for clients during the winter!
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Fortitude Community
Outreach

We did deep cleaning at a new shelter site, St.
Paul’s Lutheran School in Kankakee. We also
continued work being done to lay laminate
floorings in rooms to be used by shelter guests.
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Living Alternatives Pregnancy Resource Center

Having clients in and out of the center continuously doesn’t leave much time for deep cleaning
and sorting baby clothes…we were happy to help out!

“For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10
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Bradley East Elementary School

Outdoor play is even more important during the Covid pandemic…we had a great time painting
new playground games at Bradley East!
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Manifest Friends’ Home

One of our friends from the Manifest ministry lives in a group home…we cleaned up and repainted
their outdoor patio set so they can enjoy the beautiful weather (once spring comes!)

“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the
truth, when you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers and sisters,
you were doing it to me!’
Matthew 25:40
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Building a Ramp

An RVCF family needed an accessible ramp built for their mom to be able to come home from the
hospital…a team jumped in and got it done!

We’re so grateful for the opportunity
to serve our community, and so
thankful for faithful and
hard-working RVCF volunteers!
Look for another Community Work
Day soon!
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