
 
 

Summer Reading:  9-12 Grades 

Over the summer, students will need to select one of the following novels to read. The purpose is 
not to give students summer work, but rather to continue to build their literature repertoire. 
Since the assignment is to create more knowledge, students will not choose a book they have 
already read. They will not need to do any writing to accompany their novel choice; however, 
they must read the book in its entirety, word for word (no skim reading, chapter summer 
reading, etc.). On the first day of school, students will be held accountable on an integrity basis of 
whether or not they have read one of the books. Teachers will ask them to write an in-class 
reflection on what they have read, and they may also have to discuss their thoughts on the novel 
with the class. This is not an optional assignment. If the assignment is not completed, points 
will be deducted from their first quarter grade. 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: by Mark Twain 
Great Expectations: by Charles Dickens 
The Count of Monte Cristo: by Alexander Dumas 
Robinson Crusoe: by Daniel DeFoe 
Les Misèrables (Abridged Version is okay): by Victor Hugo 
Wuthering Heights: by Emily Brontё 
The Brothers Karamazov: by Fyodor Dostoevsky 
The Divine Comedy: by Dante Alighieri 
Gone with the Wind: by Margaret Mitchell 
Rebecca: by Daphne du Maurier 
Age of Innocence: by Edith Wharton 
Murder on the Orient Express: by Agatha Christie 
The Screwtape Letters: by C.S. Lewis 
Cyrano de Bergerac: by Edmond Rostand 
The Good Earth: by Pearl S. Buck 
The Old Man and the Sea: by Ernest Hemingway 
War and Peace: by Leo Tolstoy 
1984: by George Orwell 
Howard’s End: by E. M. Forster 
Middlemarch: by George Eliot 
Moby Dick: by Herman Melville 
The Aeneid: by Virgil 
The Lord of the Rings Trilogy: J. R. R. Tolkien (choose one of the three: The Fellowship of the 
Ring, The Two Towers, The Return of the King). 
Any novel by Jane Austen 
Any play by William Shakespeare (except Much Ado about Nothing, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, 
As You Like It, Macbeth, or Julius Caesar). 

 

 

 

 



 

Mythology for Summer Reading  

Students will need to read the following myths according to the grade they will be entering for 
the 2018-2019 school year. For each myth, write a short summary recounting what happens. 
These myths can be found from many sources, but please be sure that you are using a credible 
resource (a hardcopy, pdf format, or .edu domain). Please provide your source on your summary 
page. Do not read a summary and put it into your own words instead of reading the actual 
myth. The purpose of these readings is to help you recognize and understand various allusions 
that will be made in the stories that you will read throughout the upcoming school year.  

Edith Hamilton’s Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes is an excellent source to read 
myth tales.  

Freshmen:  

Perseus and the Gorgon 
Orestes and the Furies 
Cupid and Psyche 
The Labors of Hercules 
King Sisyphus’ Eternal Punishment 

Sophomores: 

Prometheus 
Pandora’s Jar 
Arion and the Dolphin 
Damon and Pythias 
Niobe 

Juniors: 

Jason and the Argonauts 
Demeter and Persephone 
Theseus and the Minotaur 
Orpheus and Eurydice 
Hero and Leander 

Seniors: 

Book VI of The Aeneid 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Mythology Handout 

 

Name of myth: __________________________________________________________ 

Main character: ____________________________________ 

Characteristics and powers of the main character: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Important symbols: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Problem/Conflict: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Resolution/Denouement: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson/Moral: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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