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• August 28 Ice Cream Social/Back to School Night

• September 4 First day of school

• September 20 State of the School Address

• October 1 Parenting Discipleship with the Links

• October 13 Fall Festival

• October 25 Grandparents Day

• October 25 Fall Band/Orchestra Concert

• December 13 Christmas Concert

Upcoming Events

As the Headmaster of a classical Christian

School, I often have people ask how math

fits into the classical education model. So

we have asked the head of our math

department, Ruth Kaercher, to write about

the classical mindset regarding the art of mathmatics.

Many parents have asked me, “How is math different when

taught at a classical school as compared to a traditional school?”

Though I am still learning much about classical education, I

have begun to implement new strategies into my classroom to

reflect a classical model. Thus, my response is threefold: in a

classical school we have the ability to teach some of the classical

books and methods in math which have stood the test of time,

we can study the history of math looking at the famous

mathematicians and their contributions, and we can emphasize

the eternal Divine qualities of mathematics which point us to the

beauty and orderliness of the Creator. These topics are woven

into my curriculum as we study the foundations of Algebra and

Geometry.

First, I love to introduce my students to the books that have

formed the foundations of mathematics for many years. This

past year in Geometry, we studied Euclid’s famous book on

Geometry entitled Elements (Book One) . Each class period we

would take one of his proofs and dissect it, talk about how and

why he proved the theorem, and try to reproduce it. I began to

see my students grasp some difficult proofs while at the same

time improve their own ability to create proofs. Though we all

grappled with the difficulty at times, the students began to see the

true beauty of a well-written proof. It helped to mold their

thinking to that of a great man of mathematics.

This leads, then, to my next point. At the elementary level of

mathematics, we seek to emphasize the facts of mathematics so

that they are second nature to our students. However, at the

middle school and high school levels, our main emphasis is on

the process of forming logical, sequential brains. We are

actually teaching the mind to think in an orderly manner. Thus,

we expect our students to write down their steps when solving

equations and writing proofs. We desire that they leave the

elementary ways behind them and graduate to forming logical,

well-written equations and proofs. As one teacher related this to

the English language, she said that learning the facts of math is

like learning to spell. But we are not content to simply spell

words. In the upper levels of math, we put these words together

to create sentences and essays. Our homework papers should

display this. Anyone who looks at them should be able to see

the thought processes used to solve equations and create proofs.

Our homework should show the beauty of mathematics and

point us toward the orderliness of the Creator!

Furthermore, in each of our mathematics classes, we emphasize

the great men and women of math who contributed to the

discovery of many math topics. As a Christian, I love to point

the students to people like Newton who felt that it was his duty to

show the world our magnificent Creator through the discovery of

math and science. He actually felt that his discoveries were an

act of worship! As our students study these men and women,

their minds are opened to the work that was accomplished by

them and that math is a never-ending search to understand the

depths of the mind of our Creator. This then is the reason that

many of us struggle with mathematics. We are truly studying the

mind of God. And though difficult, we learn to appreciate the

true beauty of math as it relates to God.

In conclusion, the study of math is an integral part of our

classical school. Through the classical model of math we see the

beauty of God, we understand the history of and contributors to

mathematics, we order the brain to think in a logical and

sequential manner, and we study the great texts of the past. Our

students’ lives are enriched through this process as they will have

a greater understanding of the world of mathematics in the

context of history and our Creator.



To give a glimpse into the life of a Libertas Alumni, I was asked to

share a little about a recent trip that I took to Israel. I graduated

from Libertas in 2017 and I now attend Cedarville University,

studying Biblical and Theological studies.

The Biblical Studies department was invited to go on a 10 day

guided trip to the Holy Land. Wow! There are so many ways that

I could write this article because we did so much. We visited

Jerusalem, the Sea of Galilee, Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives,

and so much more but, I have chosen to focus this article on a

time of reflection that came at the end of the trip. On the 10th day

I found myself on the shores of the Mediterranean in Tel Aviv

surrounded by new friends with whom I had grown close to and

shared so many wonderful experiences. We were having a last

time of fellowship and fun. Our tour guide, Roni Stern, sat us all

down under a small structure in the sand that resembled a gazebo.

He shared with us some heartfelt words and then asked us to go

around the group and tell everyone a “Surprise, a Rose, and a

Bud”. He wanted to know what about our trip to the Holy Land

surprised us, what was one beautiful or wonderful experience, and

what was one thing that we would be taking with us that was a bud

at the moment but, would grow to be a rose later. After some time

of reflection, my Surprise, Rose, and Bud have changed from what

I originally shared with the group and I would like to share them

with you.

There were so many surprises, the geography, architecture,

culture, and people could all easily have been my pick, but what I

found most surprising were some of the aspects of Judaism that I

did not know about. On the plane ride over, some of my friends

and I had a long conversation with a Jewish Rabbi. I could not

wrap my mind around several ideas that he believed, but one in

particular struck me, especially because it was one that rose to the

surface throughout our encounters with observant Jews. Jews do

not seek to convert or evangelize; they do not want converts to

Judaism, especially from a Rabbi’s perspective because once

someone converts, then he has one more person who he must be

sure keeps the Law. It is all an unnecessary hassle because now,

not only does the Rabbi have one more burden but, you as the

convert must now worry about keeping all of the Law. To them it

doesn’t make sense because they don’t believe that one must be

Jewish to go to heaven. According to this Rabbi, and many others

that we met, if an individual believes in one god and lives selflessly,

they meet the status of the “righteous among the nations”.

Examples would be Christians or Muslims (monotheists) who

helped Jews during the Holocaust at great personal risk (living

selflessly) . This revelation came as a great surprise to me. I wish I

could spend more time on this and other aspects of Judaism

because the topic is so much more complex and loaded than I just

made it sound. I am glad I learned what I did because it is

fascinating, and it really helps to bridge the gap with Jews when

you understand where they are coming from and what they

believe.

There were many roses to choose from, but there was a beauty in

the people of Israel that really made an impact on me (this rose

has a thorn however) . To put it simply, they loved God, and loved

their neighbor. It was a beautiful and yet sad thing to see so many

people striving to keep God’s Old Testament Law. I really believe

that many of them were

truly changed at the heart

by the moral law of God

and the constant

observance of it and other

laws that reminded them of

God’s presence and power

and faithfulness. Not

changed in the same way as a believer in Christ, with and by the

Holy Spirit, but changed by a constant right state of mind. In many

ways I could see the intended effect of the laws that God put into

place thousands of years ago to turn hearts toward Him by turning

the mind and actions toward Him first. The Jews I met had so

many things right and in fact, shamed me by their zealousness for

God and obedience to Him. But as Paul lamented, they have

“zeal without knowledge” and they are missing the beauty of the

soul that comes straight from God’s Spirit and transforming power

of His renewal which precedes and causes the turning of the mind

and heart toward Him. However, many of the Jews that I got to

know in Israel, including our tour guide Roni were some of the

kindest, most loving, and selfless people I ever met. I pray that

one day God would bring Roni, and others there, to “the light of

the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus”.

It is the thorn of this rose that has now become a “rosebud” for

me. As I reflect on the purity of heart that was cultivated through

the law of God and setting the mind on God, I wonder, what

could God do through me and to my heart by the power of His

Holy Spirit coupled with the Law of Liberty in Christ. If I am ever

one tenth as kind and loving as Roni Stern or some of our other

Wesley Moss - 2017 Libertas Graduate
Living the Legacy

A Surprise, A Rose, and a Rosebud
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more

will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! - Luke 11:13 (ESV)



Stop and Ponder...

If you were to pile up all the “things” you own how high would your pile be?

Matt. 6:20a. says “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven... .”.

Those things will never make it heaven with you but investment in other lives

for Christ will reap great reward!

Libertas Christian School
Donation Form

$50/month

YES! I would like to make this a RECURRING donation and support Libertas Christian School with my gift of:

$100/month $_____/monthly $_____/annually

YES! I would like to make a ONE TIME Gift to support Libertas Christian School with my gift of :

First Name Last Name Company Name

Phone Email

Address City State Zip Country

Please mail this form along with gift to: Libertas Christian School 5181 64th Ave. Hudsonville, MI 49426

To make a donation via Credit Card please visit our website @ LibertasChristianSchool.org/give or call 616-777-5184

$500 $1000 $2000 $_________

$25/month

$250

Jewish hosts that we met, I would consider that a success. Yet, it is not I who lives, but Christ who lives in me, therefore, I have hope

for so much more than that, as do we all. If those Jews who are lost without Christ can cultivate the (seeming) purity of heart that I

experienced, how much more can the Father cultivate holiness in you and I by His Spirit, who He offers freely. Join me in asking for

more of God and more of His Spirit (there is so much comfort and familiarity there and yet, so much mystery) and in praying for the

lost in Israel.

• Becoming a monthly or annual recurring Legacy Partner

• Spread the word about Libertas Christian School and our mission

• Ask others to become a recurring Legacy Partner

• Give a one time donation

Would you help us make an eternal investment in the next generation by:

Continued ...

$60,000 Matching Gift - applied to all recurring gifts!



Libertas Christian School
5181 64th Ave.
Hudsonville, MI 49426

Legacy Partners is a Ministry of Libertas Christian School

C
o
m

e
to

th
is

ye
ar

's
b
u
si
n
es

s
m

ee
ti
n
g
an

d
h
ea

r
ab

o
u
t
w
h
at

G
o
d

is
d
o
in

g

in
an

d
th

ro
u
gh

L
ib

er
ta

s
C
h
rs

it
ia
n

S
ch

o
o
l.

T
o
p
ic
s
o
f
d
is
cu

ss
io

n
w
il
l

in
cl
u
d
e

ch
an

ge
s
to

le
ad

er
sh

ip
st
ru

ct
u
re

,
fi
n
an

ci
al

p
o
si
ti
o
n
,
al
o
n
g
w
it
h

th
e

vi
st
io

n
,
go

al
s,

an
d

n
ee

d
s
fo

r
th

e
u
p
co

m
in

g
ye

ar
.



Band

General expenses

Track program

School Awards

Soccer Program

2019 Celebration Banquet

Teacher Conferences

Legacy Partner Marketing

Material

Patty Baribeau

Barb Boersen

Natalie Breeden

Anne Brown

Bettie Davis

Robert Davis

Angela Dieleman

Rebekah Goldberg

Cheryl Gordillo

Leah Griess

Tom Holt

Ruth Kaercher

Anna Kinde

Jessica MacMaster

Emily Steenwyk

Teacher Compensation

Sunday Wehrman

Chad Wehrman Family

William Waddilove

Mateo Pronk

Vivian Kluz

Pete VanStrien Family

Potter Kids

Audrey & Jacob Bogardus

Muckey Family

Honoring the Legacy

Visit Mrs. Kaercher in room 211 at Libertas!
Did you know you could preference your giving to support specific teachers? To direct your giving to Mrs. Kaercher or another

Libertas teacher, visit our website or email community@libertaschristianschool.org.

• Family - Married to Brandon with 5 children

• Background - Born and raised in Berne, IN, attended public school Kindergarten-12th grade

• Education - Graduated from Cedarville University with a B.S. in Math and Spanish, minor in Bible.

• Subjects taught -Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Applied Mathematics, and Informal Logic

•Why are you passionate about classical Christian education?

"While attending Cedarville University, I experienced for the first time a curriculum that combined an

excellent education with a Christian worldview. I learned history from a Biblical perspective seeing God’s

hand in all events, analyzed classical literature in light of the Bible, and studied advances in math and science while

marveling at God’s hand in Creation. When taught from a secular worldview, I realized that education is not complete. My

faith grew immensely during those four years as I sat under the teaching of men and women who were passionate not only

about the content of their “subject”, but also passionate about God’s Truth."

Teacher Spotlight - Mrs. Ruth Kaercher

In Memory of Mert Berger

LibertasChristianSchool.org/FallFest2018616-669-2270Scan



Thank you!
On behalf of the 2018 graduating class, I would like to thank you for the part you have played in our lives. God has used you to

answer so many of our prayers. From the very beginning, our small number quickly became close-knit as we watched God

miraculously provide for our every need. Before our very eyes, from microwaves to an approved facility to a copy machine, we

watched the God of George Muller at work

in our school. Today, the initial enthusiasm

kindled during those first months of Libertas

still burns bright in the humbling

understanding that we have support from so

many donors of time and resources, all of

whom God has brought together for our

purpose—to bring Him glory. Thank you

again for your beautiful generosity, which

has helped to keep us close to God and

each other.

– Abby Baribeau

Class of 2018

LibertasChristianSchool.org/Parenting2018616-669-2270Scan




