
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Outline  
**Note: Sermons on each passage will be preached on the Sunday following the reading** 
 
Week of Monday, July 25, 2022      2 Corinthians 8:1-15  

Week of Monday, August 1, 2022     2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week of Monday, July 25, 2022 

2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

1 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that was given to the 
churches of Macedonia: 2 During a severe trial brought about by affliction, their abundant joy 
and their extreme poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 I can testify 
that, according to their ability and even beyond their ability, of their own accord, 4 they 
begged us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints, 5 and not just as 
we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us by God’s will. 6 So 
we urged Titus that just as he had begun, so he should also complete among you this act of 
grace. 7 Now as you excel in everything — in faith, speech, knowledge, and in all diligence, and 
in your love for us — excel also in this act of grace. 8 I am not saying this as a command. 
Rather, by means of the diligence of others, I am testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though he was rich, for your sake he became poor, 
so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving advice because 
it is profitable for you, who began last year not only to do something but also to want to do it. 
11 Now also finish the task, so that just as there was an eager desire, there may also be a 
completion, according to what you have. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 It is not that there 
should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality. 14 At the 
present time your surplus is available for their need, so that their abundance may in turn meet 
your need, in order that there may be equality. 15 As it is written: The person who had much 
did not have too much, and the person who had little did not have too little.  -- 2 Corinthians 
8:1-15 (CSB) 
 
HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 

 



 

Weekly Devotional  

“Thank you, Lord, for the example of Jesus who became poor that I might become rich. 
May I learn to extend that same grace to people around me who are in need.” 

– Ray Stedman 

“Christ's humbling is what Paul holds up as an example of what it means to give. There 
was a time when Jesus was rich. He was not rich on earth, though He sometimes stayed 
with rich people. He had friends and neighbors who were rich; some who followed Him 
were rich, but He Himself had nothing at all. But once He was rich, according to this 
verse. When was that? Do you remember in the Upper Room Discourse, in the prayer of 
Jesus recorded in John 17, He says to the Father, And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world began (John 17:5)? 

I do not know if Paul was aware of this prayer or not, but that is a very wonderfully 
insightful verse indicating that Jesus recalled a time when He was rich, when everything 
in the universe belonged to Him. All the hosts of heaven bowed down in continuous 
worship of His name, and hundreds of thousands were ready to run at His bidding. He 
owned it all, everything was His, but He gave it up voluntarily. He deliberately 
impoverished himself. As Paul put it in Philippians, He humbled himself (Philippians 
2:8), and He became a man, just a poor man. 

Remember how He constantly borrowed everything? He had nothing of His own. He 
borrowed food, clothing, a coin to give an illustration, a donkey to enter into the city of 
Jerusalem, and He finally had to borrow a tomb in which to be laid. There was one 
occasion when it says the disciples all went to their own homes, but He went to the 
Mount of Olives. He had no home to go to, no place to lay His head. 

Why did He do this? Why did He become poor? Paul's reminder is, in order that we might 
be rich. Have you thought about how rich the Lord has made you? Just the other day, in 
the midst of all the tumult that we see reported in the international scene, I was thinking 
what a terrible thing it would be to have to live today without the Lord. Would you like to 
do that, now that you have known Him? Would you like to give up all the joy, all the 
peace, all the sense of forgiveness, all the lifting of the load of guilt? Would you give up 
the sense of His presence, of a power source available to you for whatever you need, of a 
continual supply of joy and gladness and restoration, of the continual enrichment of 
your life? 

How rich Jesus has made us! He became poor in order that we might be rich. When you 
think about that, how wrong it seems to withhold our gifts from those who are in need 
around us. How can we clutch our affluence to ourselves when our brothers and sisters 
are in need?”1 

 
1 Stedman, Ray. “Grace and Giving,” https://www.raystedman.org/daily-devotions/2-corinthians/grace-and-giving. 



 

Read Also: 

 
1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
Philippians 4:10-20 
Acts 24:17 
Romans 15:22-33 
Philippians 2 
Luke 21:1-4 
Exodus 16:18 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is a tithe?  Are Christians commanded to tithe? 
- How is generosity an act of worship? 
- What does it mean that Jesus became poor so that we might become rich? 
- What is the prosperity gospel?  How is this passage used to perpetuate it? 

 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- When you honestly assess your generosity, how are you doing with worshiping God 

with all that you are and all that you have? 
- What are you holding back from God? What is the danger in holding back from God? 
- Who is someone in need that you can help tomorrow?  How are you going to do that? 
- How have you seen God’s graciousness in your giving? 
- What can you give that you are not now? 
- Who do you know that is generous?  What makes them generous?  How can you learn 

from them? 
- How can we teach our kids (or others) to be generous? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week of Monday, August 1, 2022 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

1 Now concerning the ministry to the saints, it is unnecessary for me to write to you. 
2 For I know your eagerness, and I boast about you to the Macedonians, “Achaia has been 
ready since last year,” and your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending the 
brothers so that our boasting about you in this matter would not prove empty, and so that you 
would be ready just as I said. 4 Otherwise, if any Macedonians come with me and find you 
unprepared, we, not to mention you, would be put to shame in that situation. 5 Therefore I 
considered it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance the 
generous gift you promised, so that it will be ready as a gift and not as an extortion. 6 The 
point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart — 
not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make 
every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you may 
excel in every good work. 9 As it is written: He distributed freely; he gave to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.  10 Now the one who provides seed for the sower and bread for 
food will also provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 
You will be enriched in every way for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God 
through us. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the proof provided by this 
ministry, they will glorify God for your obedient confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone. 14 And as they pray on your behalf, they 
will have deep affection for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to 
God for his indescribable gift! -- 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 (CSB) 
 

HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 



 

Weekly Devotional  

“No sinner was ever saved by giving his heart to God.  We are not saved by our giving, we 
are saved by God’s giving.” 

– AW Pink 
 

Why does God love a cheerful giver?  Isn’t it enough that we give at all? What does it 
mean to give cheerfully? What does it mean to give cheerlessly? Paul gives three 
examples of what it looks like to give without cheer: 

• Grudgingly (v5) – comparison to others, covetousness; says “Others will feel 
shame or disappointment toward me if I don’t give.” 

• Reluctantly (v7) – involves sorrow, grief, mourning; says “I am worried about 
what my life will be like after I give.” 

• Under compulsion (v7) – out of duty or necessity; says “I am giving because I 
have no other choice.” 

Contrast this with the thoughts of one who is full of cheer around giving: 

• Eager (v2) – says, “I cannot wait to give!” 
• Generous (v5) – says, “There will be more where that came from!” 
• Heartful (v7) – says, “I am comfortable and committed to what I have planned to 

give.” 

The point of giving is not to make God happy with us – it is to express our happiness 
with Him. God desires for us to give to His Church here on Earth not in order to receive 
His blessing but because we trust Him to honor his Word. You and I can (and will) give 
eagerly, generously, heartfully, and cheerfully when we believe that God has invited us 
into a loving relationship in which He will live up to His promises to bless us abundantly, 
supply us, and enrich us in order that we might give our money and our lives fully to 
Him. 

Our cheerfulness stands also stands as a testament and expression of our gratitude for all 
that God is and all that God has done for us.  It’s been widely said that “we can never out 
give God.”  The truth of that should not lead us to a feeling of despair that says we 
shouldn’t even try.  Instead, it should create such a deep gratitude and awe that we strive 
to be all the more generous.   

We are cheerful in our generosity because we want others to know the joy and peace 
found in the salvation offered by our Lord and Savior.  We find joy ourselves in the 
salvation of others knowing that they will spend all of eternity in heaven with Christ.  
God uses our giving to take the message of salvation to the world, where He gives freely 
and generously of His grace to those who do not deserve it.  We should celebrate when 
others are saved and that pursuit should be a cheerful one for us!  God uses our 
generosity and desires that our generosity be cheerful, full of thanksgiving and the hope 
of salvation. 

- Contributed by Jim Kuebler 



 

Read Also: 
 
Acts 11:27-30 
Luke 6:27-36 
Ephesians 3:20 
Mark 12:41-44 
1 Samuel 1 
Psalm 112:9 
Romans 10:13-15 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is gratitude or thanksgiving?  How does this connect to cheerfulness? 
- How does God use our giving to take the gospel to others? 
- How is the story of Hannah and Samuel a story of generosity and sacrifice? 
- Why did Jesus say that the widow had given more than any other although she gave 

so little? 
- What is the “indescribable gift” that we praise God for mentioned in verse 15? 

 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- What do you have that you can share with others? 
- When is a time that you’ve given begrudgingly?  What is a time that you’ve given 

cheerfully?  What was the difference in how you experienced those acts of giving? 
- How does our giving lead to our growth in righteousness? 
- What does “you will reap what you sow” mean?  How does this connect to the act of 

generosity to the church? 
- When is a time that you’ve seen someone’s life changed by someone else’s 

generosity? 
- Michael Scott once said, “Presents are the best way to show someone how much you 

care. It's like this tangible thing that you can point to and say, ‘Hey, man, I love you 
this many dollars worth.’”  How does our giving express our love for others? 

- From the categories listed in the devotional, what kind of giver are you? 

 


