
 

 
 
 
Outline for Passion Week 2021 
**Note: Sermons on each passage will be preached on the Sunday following the reading** 
 
 

 

Week of Monday, March 22, 2021 - Palm Sunday   Mark 11:1-10 

Week of Monday, March 29, 2021  - Easter Sunday   Mark 16:1-8 

 

 

 

 

 



Week of Monday, March 22, 2021 – Palm Sunday 

Mark 11:1-10 

1 When they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany near the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples 2 and told them, “Go into the village ahead of you. As soon as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If 
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this? ’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back 
here right away.’ ” 4 So they went and found a colt outside in the street, tied by a door. They 
untied it, 5 and some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt? ” 6 They answered them just as Jesus had said; so they let them go. 7 They brought the 
colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their 
clothes on the road, and others spread leafy branches cut from the fields. 9 Those who went 
ahead and those who followed shouted: 'Hosanna!' Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 'Hosanna' in the highest 
heaven! -- Mark 11:1-10 (CSB) 
 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 

 



Weekly Devotional  

“There is always a place in the world for the Jesus that people want; there’s just not 
always a place for the Jesus who is. He didn’t come to fulfill your dreams. He didn’t 
come to bring you prosperity and happiness. He came to warn you to flee from the 

wrath to come. And He came to offer you salvation to rescue you from death and hell.” 
– John MacArthur 

 
 Palm Sunday is a day set aside to remember and celebrate Jesus’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. it is a great time to prepare our hearts for what lies ahead, as this period in 
the Bible marks the beginning of the last week of Jesus’s earthly ministry. In a few days 
Jesus would be betrayed, beaten, and nailed to the cross to die, but three days later he will 
rise, the very thing we look forward to on Easter Sunday. So that as we read and reflect on 
this passage pray that God gives you a renewed appreciation for all that Jesus did and 
accomplished for us, understanding that without his life, sacrifice and resurrection we 
would be without hope.  
 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem that day many did not fully understand his identity 
or his purpose. Perhaps because they did not fully understand their desperate condition 
and the salvation they needed. Today people are also seeking a messiah that will bring 
relief to temporary things, some temporary struggles, and are missing the real gospel, the 
real Christ who brings peace and reconciliation with God.  
 

As we approach Easter Sunday, we have an opportunity to help those around us 
more clearly see who Christ is and why that matters. Most people are more open around 
this time to an invitation to church and that is something we should do, but let’s not stop 
there. This is a great time for conversations about having a true purpose in life. Most 
everyone desires for their life to have a deeper meaning, a real purpose, and most seek to 
fill that need with something temporary. While not all those things are bad, they all will 
end, and most will lead to disappointment, and none of them is the ultimate purpose God 
created us for.  
 

We have this incredible truth to share with them, that the longing they feel comes 
from being disconnected from God. That this was caused by the sin in their life and no 
matter how many times they try to fix this on their own they will never be able to repair 
that. The answer is found in Christ, that his perfect life and death cover the penalty for 
those who place their faith in him. The reason we rejoice and celebrate at Easter, and all 
year for that matter, is because Jesus rose from the dead, and with him all those who 
believe also have by God’s grace been moved from spiritual death to spiritual life.  
 

As we celebrate Palm Sunday and look forward to Easter this year, let’s be thinking 
about people we can have this conversation with. Invite them to church, share the gospel 
with them, pray for them, find ways to serve them, and live your life for the glory of Christ 
as we look forward to when he triumphally returns.  
 
- Contributed by Eric Foster 



Read Also: 
 
Zechariah 9:9    [prophecy of the colt] 
Psalm 118:25-26   [Psalm the crowd quoted from] 
Matthew 21:1-11    [parallel passage] 
Luke 19:28-44    [parallel passage] 
John 12:12-19    [parallel passage] 
Revelation 7:9-12    [the second coming of Christ] 
 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- Who was the crowd expecting Jesus to be? 
- What is the significance of the triumphal entry? 
- Why did Jesus enter Jerusalem on a colt?  
- Why is the fulfillment of prophecy by Christ so important? 
- What does “Hosanna” mean? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- What misconceptions about Jesus do people have today? 
- How can we be sure that our expectations of Christ are consistent with who he 

really is? 
- What challenges have you encountered when you share the gospel? How did you 

overcome those? 
- Who is someone you can connect with this week to share the gospel? 
- Who are you inviting to church for Easter?  
- How will the return of Jesus be similar to the triumphal entry?  How will it be 

different? 
- How has God not lived up to your expectations or desires?  How has He exceeded 

them? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week of Monday, March 29, 2021 – Easter Sunday 

Mark 16:1-8 

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they could go and anoint him. 2 Very early in the morning, on the first 
day of the week, they went to the tomb at sunrise. 3 They were saying to one another, “Who 
will roll away the stone from the entrance to the tomb for us?” 4 Looking up, they noticed 
that the stone — which was very large — had been rolled away. 5 When they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side; they were 
alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he told them. “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they put him. 7 But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see him there just as he 
told you.’” 8 They went out and ran from the tomb, because trembling and astonishment 
overwhelmed them. And they said nothing to anyone, since they were afraid. -- Mark 16:1-
8 (CSB) 
 
 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 

 



Weekly Devotional  

“The mystery was gone, but the amazement was just starting.” 
– Andy Warhol 

 
 I remember as a kid being absolutely fascinated by the weather.  I was entirely 
consumed by it.  I loved it from an observational standpoint of just watching it happen.  
The flashes of lightning and the sounds of thunder and the building of a cloud amazed me.  
I loved it from a practical standpoint; how it impacted aircraft, how it won and lost battles, 
and how people would interact with it differently based on where they lived.  I loved it 
from an ecological standpoint of how it shaped rocks, formed beaches, grew crops, and 
supported wildlife.  I loved the weather!  So, when I joined the Air Force, there was never a 
doubt what job field I would go into.  I became an Air Force meteorologist!  The education 
was intense but fun.  Slowly, layer by layer, the whole mystery of weather was exposed, 
and the science explained.  One might think that would have quelled my love of weather, 
but all it did was make it more amazing to me.  I became more intensely interested in 
learning how it all worked and understanding it so that, as a combat weather forecaster, I 
could “exploit the weather for battle.” 
 
 Imagine how the women felt that morning as it was revealed to them that the tomb 
was empty, and Jesus was alive.  Imagine the disciples wonder as, in the coming days, 
Jesus would appear to them in physical, bodily flesh.  Imagine how the followers of Jesus 
would begin to become wide-eyed in revelation as they begin to understand all the sayings 
of Jesus regarding His own death.  This amazement would continue to grow as they moved 
towards the Ascension.  Becoming more intense as Pentecost took place and they first 
received the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.  Imagine Jewish men and women who had 
faithfully believed Scripture and awaited the promised Messiah slowly understand that 
Jesus was the fulfillment of that promise.  As realization dawned and mysteries laid bare, 
the amazement of the people would not have waned, but instead, would have grown. 
 
 That is true of all of us.  Think, if you can, to the time before God revealed your sin 
to you and you repented and were saved.  Creation was there and you likely admired it.  
You saw people and you enjoyed their company.  However, the moment you were saved, 
your eyes began to open, and you were no longer blind.  The beauty of Creation was made 
all the more beautiful when you understood that God created each and every blade of grass 
and cared for every single creature with gentleness and love.  Again, as you begin to see, 
you realize that even more than the other creatures of Creation, He loves you personally.  
He knows your name, your concerns, your pain, and, even, the number of hairs on your 
head.  He hears your voice as you cry out in heartache or in exultation.  Even more, when 
you don’t have the words to say, He cries out on your behalf.  How insanely amazing is 
that?  That amazement is so much grander once the mystery has been removed. And it 
stands the same when it comes to the gospel.  The more the Truth is revealed to us, the 
more amazed we must become at the reality that the God who created the entirety of 
everything from absolutely nothing, came to Earth to live among us and as one of us.  To 
live perfectly and sinlessly.  To die on a cross for the sins of all His people for all of time.  
To be buried.  To be raised from the grave by His own power.  Amazing doesn’t begin to 
describe it! 



Read Also: 
 
Mark 14-16    [the Easter story] 
1 Corinthians 15   [resurrection] 
Luke 24    [parallel story] 
Matthew 28    [parallel story] 
John 20    [parallel story] 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is resurrection power?  What is the source?   
- What is textual criticism?  Newer translations include a statement like this after 

Mark 16:8 [Some of the earliest manuscripts conclude with 16:8.].  What does this 
mean?  How do we approach the inerrancy of Scripture in these cases? What are 
other cases from Scripture where we see similar things? 

- Why did Jesus have to die? 
- What if Jesus was never resurrected? 
- Why did blood have to be shed? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- Is there significance in that Jesus first appeared to women? 
- What is something that has amazed more as you grew to understand it better? 
- What amazes you most about God or the gospel the more you learn about it? 
- How can you use the natural tendency in people towards wonder and amazement 

as an entry point for sharing the gospel with someone? 
- What is something in Scripture that you want to learn more about? 
- Does it matter that Jesus was physically and not just spiritually resurrected? Why? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


