
 

 
 
 
Outline for Christmas 2021 
**Note: Sermons on each passage will be preached on the Sunday following the reading** 
 
 

 

Week of Monday, November 22, 2021     Luke 1:5-25 

Week of Monday, November 29, 2021     Luke 1:26-38 

Week of Monday, December 6, 2021     Luke 1:57-66 

Week of Monday, December 13, 2021     Luke 2:1-7 

Week of Monday, December 20, 2021     Luke 2:16-20 

 

 

 



Week of Monday, November 22, 2021 

Luke 1:5-25 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest of Abijah’s division named 
Zechariah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both 
were righteous in God’s sight, living without blame according to all the commands and 
requirements of the Lord. 7 But they had no children because Elizabeth could not conceive, 
and both of them were well along in years.  8 When his division was on duty and he was 
serving as priest before God, 9 it happened that he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10 At the hour 
of incense the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, 
he was terrified and overcome with fear. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. 14 There will be joy and delight for you, and many will rejoice at 
his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and will never drink wine or beer. 
He will be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb. 16 He will turn many 
of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the disobedient to the 
understanding of the righteous, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people.”  18 “How 
can I know this?” Zechariah asked the angel. “For I am an old man, and my wife is well 
along in years.” 19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of 
God, and I was sent to speak to you and tell you this good news. 20 Now listen. You will 
become silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not 
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people 
were waiting for Zechariah, amazed that he stayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he did 
come out, he could not speak to them. Then they realized that he had seen a vision in the 
sanctuary. He was making signs to them and remained speechless. 23 When the days of his 
ministry were completed, he went back home. 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived and kept herself in seclusion for five months. She said, 25 “The Lord has done this 
for me. He has looked with favor in these days to take away my disgrace among the people.” 
-- Luke 1:5-25 (CSB) 
 
HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

O – Observe what it teaches  

P – Practice this in your life 

E – Express this in your prayers 



Weekly Devotional  

“God wants us to pray, and he wants to hear our prayers – not because we are worthy, 
but because He is merciful.” 

– Martin Luther 
 

 Imagine you’re a newlywed couple.  Maybe you actually are.  You have been invited 
to a family gathering at your parents’ home for the holidays.  There will be extended 
family there.  Your aunts, uncles, siblings, cousins, and grandparents are all going to be 
present.  While you are likely excited about the gathering, there is one thing that makes 
you want to skip the whole thing.  You know that there is one question you will hear over 
and over again.  It will come in a number of different iterations.  “When are you going start 
having kids?”  “When are you going to make me a grandma?”  “Soooo….what are your 
plans for growing this little family of yours?”  You probably read those in their voices, 
knowing exactly what they would say and how they would say it.  For many, this line of 
questioning is just annoying and coming from so many people, a bit overwhelming.  
However, for some, this question can be incredibly painful.  Some have been trying to have 
a baby.  Some have been questioning their own value.  Some have been waiting for an 
adoption to happen.  Some have even faced the heartbreak of miscarriage.  However, 
society’s expectations on a young couple, especially women, can be heavy and painful. 
 
 That was the life that Zechariah and Elizabeth lived.  Presumably, they were 
elderly, being “well along in years” and Zechariah referring to himself as “an old man.”  
As faithful Jewish believers, they would have taken the command to “be fruitful and 
multiply” as a directive for their lives.  This was true of all Jewish couples, and when 
couples failed to have children, their communities would look upon them with disgrace as 
if God was placing judgment on them by not allowing them to have children.  However, as 
we have seen so often, God’s plans and His timing are perfect.  As Zechariah enters the 
sanctuary to perform his priestly duties, he encounters the angel Gabriel who tells him 
God has heard his prayers to be a father and for his wife to be a mother.  Pay attention to 
what Gabriel tells him.  “Your prayer has been heard.”  Isn’t that amazing?!  God, the 
Creator of all things, the One who created everything out of nothing, without a single 
point of reference, heard the prayers of an old Jewish man and woman.  And not only did 
He hear, but He listened, and He answered.   
 
 This answer came a lot later than either ever thought possible.  And it’s important 
to remember that this appearance of Gabriel comes immediately after the 400-year 
intertestamental period where God was silent amongst His Creation.  Zechariah and 
Elizabeth likely felt alone and abandoned as if God was not listening.  But although God 
was silent, he was still working and moving!  God was still in the midst of bringing His 
long-established plans to pass.  He was going to use this most unlikely of couples to bring 
into the world the prophesied one who would pave the way for the coming ministry of 
Jesus.  God might not always answer our prayers in the time or manner we wish.  However, 
He is always listening, and He is always bringing His plans to pass in ways that are far 
grander than any we could imagine.  Hold onto hope, remain in prayer, stay steadfast in 
your faith, and trust that God knows what He is doing.  

 



Read Also: 
 
Genesis 18:9-15     [promise to Abraham & Sarah in old age] 
Judges 13     [angel appears to childless Manoah] 
1 Samuel 1     [Hannah conceives] 
1 Samuel 2:18-20    [Hannah conceives again] 
Psalm 113     [God is merciful to childless women] 
Psalm 127     [children are a heritage from God] 
Genesis 25:19-26    [God hears Isaac’s prayer for children] 
1 Kings 8:45, 49    [Solomon’s prayer for God to hear His people] 
2 Kings 2:4-6    [God hears and answers prayer] 
Psalm 6     [God hears prayer for mercy] 
 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What does it mean that God answers prayers? 
- What is the immutability of God?  What does this mean for our prayers? 
- What is the intertestamental period?  What was God doing during this time? 
- Why does God allow His people to suffer through their greatest unfulfilled desires 

when those desires are not sinful in and of themselves? 
- What is biblical lament?  How do we lament and remain faithful to God? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- How can we come alongside and serve those who are childless but desire children? 
- What are some expectations that society places on us?  How do we respond when 

we are unable to fulfill those things and people point to a lack of faith or a lack of 
God’s favor or blessing in our lives? 

- What is a prayer that God has not answered for you?  How do you trust Him 
through that?  How do you remain steadfast in your faith?  What if God never 
answers that prayer in the way you desire? 

- Why do you think that God used elderly couples so often in Scripture as new 
parents? 

- What do we do when we feel like God is silent or not moving in our lives?   
- Is it sinful to want something that God has not given you?  If not, are there 

circumstances where it could be? 
- How can your unfulfilled desires (what we perceive as unanswered prayers) be 

used as a testimony for others? 
- What does Zechariah being made temporarily mute tell us about questioning God? 

 
 
 



Week of Monday, November 29, 2021 

Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The 
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind 
of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.” 34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this 
be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man? ” 35 The angel replied to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 And consider your 
relative Elizabeth — even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month 
for her who was called childless. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 “See, I am 
the Lord’s servant,” said Mary. “May it happen to me as you have said.” Then the angel left 
her. -- Luke 1:26-38 (CSB) 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 



Weekly Devotional  

“The safest place to be is in the center of God’s will.” 
– Corrie ten Boom 

 
 There are countless stories, mostly unknown or untold, of women who took 
amazing steps of faith in order to follow the will of God on their lives in spite of 
innumerable risks to their own lives.  Following are just two examples.  Corrie ten 
Boom and her family saved an estimated 800 Jewish people from imprisonment 
and/or death by hiding them in a secret bedroom in above their watch shop.  They did 
this despite living only ½ mile from the police station in Nazi-occupied Netherlands 
and hardly having enough food for themselves.  Elisabeth Elliot’s husband Jim was 
killed along with other missionaries when attempting to reach the Huaorani tribe in 
Ecuador.  A few years later, Elisabeth, despite the obvious risks to her safety, returned 
to the same tribe that killed her husband and God used her work to bring many in the 
tribe into new life through the gospel message she proclaimed.   
 
 These women were not safe from physical harm or death in their actions.  They 
were not assured prosperity or health.  In spite of this, they followed Jesus directly 
into the center of the God’s will for their lives.  This is not entirely dissimilar to the 
position in which Mary finds herself in this position.  A young, unmarried, virgin girl 
is being told that she is going to be carrying in her womb the long-awaited, 
prophesied Savior of the world.  Her situation in life as an unmarried girl would’ve had 
great social and economic costs when it was discovered that she was pregnant.  She 
likely would be accused of sexual immorality and become a social outcast.   Mary was 
most likely in her mid-teens and this would have brought potential physical harm to 
her, not only due to her age, but due to the fatality rate among pregnant and birthing 
mothers in that time. 
 
 However, notice her response to God’s angel, Gabriel.  Despite her fears and 
uncertainty, she says “See, I am the Lord’s servant.  May it happen to me as you have 
said.”  Her response was to submit fully to the will of God and allow herself to find 
security in God and not in what she knew of the world in which she lived.  Mary stood 
in the knowledge that God’s promises are good, and His plans are perfect.  This is even 
more amazing when one realizes the amount of spiritual maturity Mary possessed at 
such a young age.  Gabriel called her a “favored woman” and one who had “found 
favor with God.”  Her song later in this chapter contains roughly 10 quotations or 
allusions from the Old Testament Scriptures.  Her response to Gabriel, and ultimately 
to God, is simply an outpouring of the life of faith she lived every single day. 
 
 You might find yourself having to make a decision at work that carries with it 
great financial risk.  Some of you may be called to serve in areas that have potential 
risk of physical harm or death.  However, trust in God, which is best done out of the 
overflow of a faith lived out daily.   These times will be difficult, but the greatest 
security possible is found only in the hands of God; perfectly in the center of His will.   



Read Also: 
 
Genesis 3:15     [first prophecy of the birth of Jesus] 
Isaiah 7:14     [prophecy of virgin birth] 
Matthew 1:1-17    [geneaology of Jesus] 
Genesis 5:1-5    [sinful nature passes through seed of man] 
Romans 5:12-21    [through one man, all are sinful] 
 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- God struck Zechariah mute when he questioned the angel Gabriel.  Why did He not 

do the same to Mary? 
- Define the following: infralapsarianism, sublapsarianism, and supralapsarianism.  

Which do you think is most likely correct? 
- Is there value in discussing theological questions we cannot possibly answer? Why 

or why not? 
- Why choose a young, unmarried, virgin girl to bear the Savior? 
- What are angels?  Why does God use angels as His messengers rather than 

delivering them Himself? 
- Define holiness. 
- How was Jesus conceived within Mary?  Does this mean Jesus was created? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- What risks, no matter how big or small, are you facing in your life right now tied 

to your faith?  What fears do you feel regarding these risks?  How does this show 
what is most important to you? 

- Who are women that you know about or that you know personally that have 
exhibited great faith? 

- What does Corrie ten Boom mean when she says, “The safest place to be is in the 
center of God’s will”?  Do you agree?  What is the risk of not being in the center of 
God’s will? 

- How does Satan use our fear against us when it comes to our assessment of risk in 
obedience to God? 

- Why is it so pervasive to talk about faith in such positive light, but speak of 
holiness in such a negative manner?  Why does the larger Christian church seem to 
neglect holiness?  What does Mary’s example tell us about the value of holiness? 

 
 

 



Week of Monday, December 6, 2021 

Luke 1:57-66 

57 Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she had a son. 58 Then her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her his great mercy, and they 
rejoiced with her. 59 When they came to circumcise the child on the eighth day, they were 
going to name him Zechariah, after his father. 60 But his mother responded, “No. He will be 
called John.” 61 Then they said to her, “None of your relatives has that name.” 62 So they 
motioned to his father to find out what he wanted him to be called. 63 He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they were all amazed. 64 Immediately 
his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear 
came on all those who lived around them, and all these things were being talked about 
throughout the hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard about him took it to heart, saying, 
“What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the Lord’s hand was with him. -- Luke 
1:57-66 (CSB) 
 
 
 

HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 

 



Weekly Devotional  

“Be obedient even when you don’t know where obedience will lead you.” 
– Sinclair Ferguson 

 
 Traditions can be a wonderful thing!  Think about your favorite family 
Christmas traditions.  Maybe you bake cookies and then decorate them with your kids.  
Maybe you gather with all your extended family for an annual time of reunion and 
celebration.  Perhaps you go caroling, package gifts for families in need, bake treats 
for your neighbors, or visit the local nursing home.  Our family has traditions as well.  
One of my favorites is that our kids rotate years for who gets to top the tree with the 
star.  I get to lift them up high to the top of the tree so that they can place the star just 
so.  I don’t have many years of this left.  My kids are getting too big to lift that high, 
for one.  But, also, Emma is only a few years away from heading out on her own.  All 
traditions, even the most heartfelt and adored, must come to an end.  
 
 In the time that this passage was written, the hardline tradition of the time was 
that mothers and fathers would name their child, giving them a name that was already 
in their family lineage.  To step outside of this tradition was met with shock, or even 
antipathy.  It was a long-standing tradition that Elizabeth was attempting to usurp.  
So, it is no surprise that the people in their midst after she gave birth attempted to 
name the child after his father and questioned her when she said, “No. He will be 
called John.” 
 
 The people turned to Zechariah for his response to this shunning of tradition.  
They likely expected him to support their opinion of carrying on the way it had always 
been.  However, he scribbled on paper that the name of this newborn child would, in 
fact, be John.  The result of Zechariah’s obedience to God rather than rote conformity 
to tradition is that God loosened the tongue and lips of Zechariah and he was able to 
speak again.  This amazed the people and they began to praise and revere God for all 
His works and they spread the news of what happened to all around. 
 
 One of the most dangerous things we can do in our lives and in our ministries is 
to say, “It’s the way we’ve always done it.”  Traditions can be good and can help us see 
the ways in which God has been faithful throughout all of time and to all His people.  
However, an unbending obedience to tradition rather than to God is a recipe that leads 
to destruction.  We see it in churches everywhere that refuse to change anything in 
their services or their ministries.  Many of these churches either drift from doctrinal 
faithfulness or eventually die.  We are losing churches by the thousands and 
thousands every single year either to unbiblical theology or closing their doors. Not all 
of these are due to an overcommitment to tradition, certainly.  However, we must 
realize that our salvation comes solely from God and our obedience must be solely to 
Him no matter where it may lead or how others may react.  In doing so, others will see 
God’s goodness and “that the Lord’s hands are with” you! 

 



Read Also: 
 
Colossians 2     [Christ vs human traditions] 
Matthew 15:1-9    [Jesus confronts human tradition] 
Romans 12:15    [rejoice with those who rejoice] 
Genesis 17:9-14    [circumcision commanded within covenant] 
Luke 7:18-30     [Jesus talks about John] 
Matthew 14:1-12    [John’s boldness and death] 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is circumcision?  Are we beholden to this covenant sign today? 
- Compare and contrast traditions, faith, and obedience. 
- Define liturgy.  Does liturgy have a place in corporate/gathered Christian worship? 
- Define doctrine.  How do we measure doctrine and tradition?  How do creeds and 

confessions fit into the Christian life and Christian worship? 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- What are your favorite Christmas traditions?  How did it begin?  Do you see an end 

to these traditions? 
- When is a time you have seen obedience to God come head-to-head with 

tradition? 
- What are some traditions we have that are in-step with obedience to God? 
- What are the dangers of tradition? 
- How does our obedience act as a witness and point to Jesus? 
- What are some of your favorite religious traditions?  How do those align with 

Scripture?  Can you see a time that this tradition would become problematic? 
- What happens when we become too set in our ways?  How do we break this cycle? 
- How does persistent adherence to certain tangential aspects of our faith (i.e., Bible 

translations, hymns, etc.) impact our faithful obedience to God? 
- What are some religious traditions we see in other faith systems that we would 

look at as unbiblical?   
- How do we “Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep”?  What 

are some practical things you can do for those in each of these emotional states? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week of Monday, December 13, 2021 

Luke 2:1-7 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be 
registered. 2 This first registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So 
everyone went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 Joseph also went up from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, who was 
engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. -- Luke 2:1-7  
 
 

HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 



Weekly Devotional  

“God is in charge, and alone sits as the ultimate government over His creation. All 
other governments are then to reflect His ultimate rule.” 

– Tony Evans 
 

 According to the 2020 US Census, there are more than 331 million people living in 
America.  Of those, 240 million are of legal voting age.  That means your vote equals 
0.000000004% of the total eligible vote.  Realizing that, it becomes quickly clear that your 
singular vote carries very little weight in the grand scheme of the American governmental 
system.  As an individual American, your vote offers little opportunity to influence the 
policy direction of the country.  That means we spend much of our time as Christians in 
America looking upon evil policies and politicians that seem self-serving or pursuing evil 
ends with evil means.  We see our justice system is a mess, abortion, intergenerational 
poverty, sexual immorality, and so on.  It can be frustrating to look at our government and 
it is natural to believe that God is absent in it. 
 
 However, this passage today tells a very different story about God’s interaction 
with earthly governments.  The Old Testament prophecies say that the Savior was to be 
born in Bethlehem.  However, Joseph and Mary are in Nazareth when they received news 
that Caesar Augustus has issued a decree that all the people of the empire would be 
counted in a census.  That meant that each family had to travel to the city of their family 
origins.  At this time, Mary would have been close to giving birth.  Now they must travel to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, Joseph’s ancestor and his family’s hometown.  This trip, 
whether on foot or donkey or both, is 90+ miles by land.  Can you imagine that?  That 
must’ve been frustrating for them to realize that they lived under a government that they 
had no sway over yet had to follow the dictates of its leaders.   
 
 However, the dictate handed down by Caesar Augustus actually led to the 
fulfillment of ancient prophecy.  Was that because he knew about Mary’s situation and 
wanted to make sure that all things happened the way they were supposed to happen?  No, 
that is exceptionally unlikely.  It becomes clear that God directed the actions of the 
government in order to bring His will, prophecies, and plans to pass.  While Joseph and 
Mary had no influence over the dictates of the government, God was completely and 
totally in control of it all.  God used the leaders of the Roman empire as though they were 
puppets in His show.   
 
 We can find encouragement in our own lives when we trust God in the same way.  
We may not understand why we have such a small voice in our nation.  We get frustrated 
with the evil we see codified into law by our government.  We can feel helpless, or even 
hopeless, when we find ourselves obligated to fulfill the dictates of our politicians despite 
the lack of influence we have.  However, realize that God has used unlikely political 
circumstances for thousands of years to bring His plans to bear. He is in control of all 
things, even the governments of this world.  Trust in His promises! 

 

 



Read Also: 
 
Micah 5    [Bethlehem & Intertestamental period prophecies] 
Ruth 4    [Bethlehem is the city of Joseph’s ancestors] 
Romans 13:1-7   [Christian duty to the government] 
Esther 1-10    [God using people in government to save His people] 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- How do God and government interact?   
- Why did Jesus have to be born of a virgin woman?  Was virginity necessary? Or 

would miraculous conception without the seed of a man be sufficient? 
- What is the sanctity of human life?  Does God using miraculous pregnancies and 

births so often in Scripture tell us anything about how God views life, unborn and 
born? 

- Was it possible for Mary to say ‘no’ to this pregnancy and birth? 
- Define theocracy.   
- What is the meaning of the name Bethlehem?  What about Ephrathah?  Do these 

meanings hold any meaning or point to the significance of who Jesus is? 
- How were Christophanies or Theophanies in the Old Testament only teasers for 

the birth of Christ as man? 
- Does the birth of Jesus change the way we view the eternality of Christ?   

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- Is separation of church and state a good thing?  What are the benefits and dangers 

of a theocracy? 
- To what level should Christians be involved in politics or seek public office? 
- How should Christians view evil policies like legal abortion when we know that all 

of these things exist only because God allows them? 
- Where do we draw the line on submission and duty to the state?  What are some 

things that you see shifting in culture/politics that you think you may one day 
have to face and make a decision about from a biblical view? 

- Why do you think so many millions of Jewish men and women do not believe that 
Jesus was the promised Messiah when they had awaited His arrival for thousands 
of years even prior to His birth? 

- There is an inscription in Egypt that calls Caesar Augustus “a star shining with the 
brilliance of the Great Heavenly Savior.”  Where do we find irony in this 
description of Caesar and how God used him in the larger birth story of Jesus?   

- What does the geneaology of Jesus tell us about how God uses our brokenness? 
 
 



Week of Monday, December 20, 2021 

Luke 2:16-20 

16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the 
manger. 17 After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was 
treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, which were 
just as they had been told. -- Luke 2:16-80 (CSB) 
 
 
 

HOPE Journaling 

H – Highlight what stands out to you 

 

 

 

O – Observe what it teaches  

 

 

 

P – Practice this in your life 

 

 

 

E – Express this in your prayers 

 



Weekly Devotional  

“A Substitute has appeared in space and time, appointed by God himself, to bear the 
weight and the burden of our transgressions, to make expiation for our guilt, and to 

propitiate the wrath of God on our behalf. This is the gospel.” 
– R.C. Sproul 

 
 The lives of the shepherds were forever changed by what they heard and saw. 
Their initial response was faith and obedience to what God had told them to go and 
find this promised one. This message delivered by angels was confirmed for them as 
they laid their eyes on this precious child. The long-awaited one, the promised Savior 
had arrived. Their second response was to share with Mary and all those who were 
there this news that was the greatest the world had ever been given. It seems they 
gave little thought to how those who heard it might perceive them, they simply shared 
what God had told them through the angels.  
 

Mary of course had a similar encounter with an angel and hearing this news 
from another further confirmed what she already knew. She treasured this news and 
spent time thinking about it, I’m sure greatly encouraged by it.  
 

The responses we see from Mary and the shepherds give us a great example of 
how we should respond today. When we encounter Christ, our lives are forever 
changed, in place of the angels delivering this message, today the Holy Spirit draws us 
to Christ. In place of the shepherds delivering the message from God, we have his very 
word in the Bible. Do we treasure his message as we should? Do we spend time 
reflecting on what he has told us in the scriptures? God has spoken to us in his word so 
that we may know him and be made right with him.  That is the same message the 
angels delivered to those shepherds that night. God has arrived and he is here to save 
his people.  
 

We today have the benefit of looking back at not only the birth of Christ but his 
entire life and ultimately the cross. Understanding that he came so that he could die to 
save those who would believe in him. When we truly comprehend the humility and 
love of that act, our response must be to glorify and praise him. Much like the 
shepherds who heard God’s message and responded in obedience and faith to go and 
see, and ultimately tell others, we have this same opportunity today. let’s often take 
time to remember and treasure that moment in time when Christ came, and to 
faithfully share this great news with others.   

 
 
- Contributed by Eric Foster 

 
 

 



Read Also: 
 
Luke 1:26-38     [an angel appeared to Mary] 
John 1:14     [the Word became flesh] 
Galatians 4:4-5    [the purpose of Jesus coming]  
Micah 5:2-5     [the promise of the coming Savior] 
Matthew 2     [visitors to Jesus following His birth] 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What does the Incarnation of Christ mean? 
- What is the hypostatic union?  What does this tell us about the eternal nature of 

God? 
- Why is it important that Jesus is God in the flesh?  When Jesus ascended to Heaven 

following His resurrection, did He lose His human nature or human flesh? 
- Why is the humanity of Jesus important? 
- What was the ‘Star of Bethlehem’ that announces the arrival of Jesus to the magi? 
- What does Shekinah mean?  What does the Shekinah Glory of God have to do with 

the birth of Christ?  How do the pillars of smoke and fire during the exodus (Old 
Testament examples of God’s Shekinah Glory) act as a type for the birth of Christ 
and the Star of Bethlehem? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Digging Deeper 
 
- Does the obedience and faithfulness of the shepherds encourage you? Are there 

other people in your life who have led by example in this same way? 
- We know that the shepherds visited Jesus at His birth.  What about the wisemen, 

or magi, who followed the star to find Jesus?   
- In what way are you walking in obedience to what God has called you to?  
- Are you wrestling with a choice to be faithful to God?  
- Have you ever used the excuse of business or fear to avoid being obedient to God? 
- How do you incorporate the story of Jesus’s birth into your Christmas traditions?  


