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There will be a Congregational Meeting 
by Zoom call on June 28 for the 
election of elders and deacons. 

For tutorial/help in participating in a 
Zoom call, email office@wspc.org and 
we will get you the help you need. 

If you are unsure of how a Zoom call 
works, a good idea would be to try 

A Message from 
Pastor Laurie...

Upcoming Congregational Meeting
joining one of the Zoom Fellowship 
times following our Sunday worship 
services. The link will be in the Worship 
Notes and also in the video description 
on Sundays (under the video).

All who worship with WSPC are 
welcome to attend — only members of 
the congregation will vote on the slate 
of elders and deacons.
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Watch Pastor Laurie’s video message 
to us as she heads out on vacation for 
some needed rest and relaxation.

During the Zoom Town Hall 
meeting on Sunday, May 
24, our coronavirus re-
opening plan was discussed. 
It is a conservative plan 
to protect the most 
vulnerable at Westside 
and the community, and 
is aligned with Governor 
Inslee’s phased re-opening 
approach for Washington. 
In consultation with 
epidemiologist, Dr. Daniel 
Chin, WSPC has added in 
Bridge phases based on 
Gating Factors. These Gating  
Factors provide a measurement to  
determine the level of COVID-19 infection in the community.  A consistent 
downward trend of the measurement over 3 weeks indicates it is safe to move to 
the next re-opening phase.

Please consider this a living, evolving document and summary of our plan, and 
know that the Session is continuously re-evaluating and adjusting it as new 
information becomes available.

WSPC Coronavirus Re-opening 
Plan and Guidelines

(Click graphic to enlarge)

mailto:office%40wspc.org?subject=
https://vimeo.com/425970237
mailto:office%40wspc.org?subject=
http://www.wspc.org
https://vimeo.com/425970237
https://storage.snappages.site/NX448Q/assets/files/WSPC-Reopening-6.4.2020.pdf


Youth Ministry Update
When the pandemic hit, we were one week out from hosting our annual Garage Sale. Who knew we would still be in stay-at-
home protocols! Instead of focusing on what we haven’t been able to do in youth ministry, let’s highlight some “wins”...

Kids and Family Ministry
How can we best help parents is the question I ask myself daily. Parents are tired. Constantly pushing out and dividing time 
between homeschooling, work and entertaining their kids. The crazy thing is, our older students would LOVE to be playing with 
the “littles”… unfortunately that can’t happen in our social distancing world right now. But here are some things we have been 
able to do:

• We have 9 small groups meeting 
weekly with 43 students attending. 
Students are engaged and diving 
deep into Scripture. I am enjoying 
deepening relationships and 
maintaining connections. 

• Youth Group happens virtually every 
Wednesday night. We watch a video, 
discuss and play games.

• We have three students graduating 
high school this year: Hunter Dow, 
Rocket Haverland and Anja Vander 
Hijde. We will be celebrating them 
on June 14 during our worship 
service. Following the service please 
join us for home “drive-bys.” Horn 
honking, bullhorns, crazy yelling… 
anything to make noise is welcome!

Memorial Day Retreat
Since we were unble to have our annual Memorial Day Retreat, we had a Virtual 
MDR. Each night we had teaching, discussion and awesome games including:

A Lip Sync throw down

The Museum Art Challenge – 
recreating Museum art with items 
you have laying around your 
house.

The Coronavirus Challenge – 
students were given a list of items 
with different point values – they 
could take ONE photo and try to 
get the most points.

Text Scavenger Hunt – students 
were given a list of challenges to complete in a set amount of time… and yes, 
they got wet!

The Amazing Race – this was hosted by a company out of Australia! Fun tasks and 
trivia. What was really fun for me is when I reached out to see if it would work for 
a youth group, the owner responded that he had used it for his church in Sydney 
where he volunteers with the youth!

• We are providing online worship 
bulletins, teaching videos and 
activities for kids to engage with on 
Sunday mornings.

• Pastor Laurie did a Zoom call with 
our children.  

• We have found ways to help parents 
by delivering crafts to each family 
for: Easter (Resurrection Eggs), 
Mother’s Day (Bath Salts gift sets for 

kids to make), and Memorial Day 
(poppy craft). Father’s Day and 4th 
of July are on the radar!

• Looking ahead, we are trying 
to figure out how to move 
Vacation Bible School into the 
neighborhoods. Planning is in its 
infancy and will require us to get 
to the appropriate phase of the 
Governor’s re-opening plan in order 
for it to happen.

I also meet weekly with eight of our college students. This group has dealt with the topics revolving 
around justice, reconciliation, forgiveness and advocacy. On a side note, I have been utilizing my 
Fuller Seminary course work to lead these discussions. 

One outcome of our talks has been the desire to engage and help our community. Our college 
students are the ones who pick-up and deliver Food Bank and Foster Kid donations. I love their heart 
as they desire to serve our Lord.

Young Adult 
Ministry
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This is the 31st year the Virginia and Barrie Rice Memorial Scholarships have been awarded! Active members of West Side 
or young people active in the church’s youth program who will attend a four-year evangelical college may apply. This year four 
scholarships were awarded. Congratulations to this year’s scholarship recipients!

Sophia Crook will be a 
sophomore at Grand Canyon 
University in Phoenix, Arizona. 
She is majoring in Finance and 
Economics with a minor in Public 
Administration. Sophia has been 
active in weekly Chapel and 
Gathering on campus, New City 
Church in downtown Phoenix, 
and part of a small group. She 

played club volleyball and did community service with the 
team. Finance and Economics club rounded out her activities. 
Her focus on justice and the political system may lead to law 
school after graduation.

Emma Foulk will be a sophomore 
at Whitworth University in 
Spokane. She is majoring in 
Mathematics with a minor in 
Computer Science. She hopes 
to integrate principles of 
economics with social justice 
to the betterment of all people. 
Emma participated in the New 
Community Church in downtown 

Spokane. She was active in a small group and has done 
outreach ministry through “En Christo.” In addition, she played 
on the Whitworth women’s soccer team, which also does 
community service projects. Emma is considering law school 
after graduation.

Sarah Gleason will be a second 
semester freshman at Point Loma 
Nazarene University in San Diego. 
She plans to seek a career in which 
she can find creative solutions to 
social problems and injustice. At 
Trinity Western she was active in 
Youth Extreme ministry, a small 
group and the school’s chapel 
services. Volleyball continued to be 

an important part of her life. At Point Loma she plans to major 
in Sociology and minor in Art. She hopes to use her Spanish, 
continue her journaling and painting, and be involved in the 
Center for Justice and Reconciliation.

Anja Vander Hijde will be a 
freshman at Grand Canyon 
University. She completed 
Confirmation Class in 2016 and 
has been active in West Side’s 
youth groups through the years, 
including a mission trip to the DR, 
D-groups, Sunday School, Youth 
Leadership Team, and Garage Sale 
help. She is also very active in 

Young Life. Anja is looking forward to serious sun in Arizona, 
playing volleyball, continuing in the Young Life community, 
and being with friends at GCU. Physical/Occupational Therapy 
or Nutritional Science are possible majors.

Scholarships Awarded for 2020-2021

West Side’s support of kids and families 
in the Dominican Republic through Kids 
Alive has been tremendous! Because 
of the coronavirus, the youth mission 
trip was cancelled, however, the desire 
to help and support the community 
of Caraballo, DR remained. The team 
reached out to the Trautweins to find 
out how we could partner during this 
time. Two lofty goals were set: 

1. Sponsor 40 children through ongoing 
monthly contributions of $39.

2. Raise money to help with the 
immediate need of food for the 

community of Caraballo.

To date, we have sent $7600 to Kids 
Alive. This provided two weeks of meals 
for the entire community. In addition, 
13 children have been sponsored. Thank 
you for your support!

An added blessing has come from our 
desire to sponsor children. A member 
approached me and mentioned that 
they would love to sponsor a child and 
pray. But when they sponsored kids 
in the past, they felt terrible because 
they didn’t write notes to the kids. We 
were able to match this donor up with 

a teen on the mission team who will 
“do the writing” for them! This is such 
a blessing: a child was sponsored, an 
intergenerational connection was made 
within West Side, AND the teen will be 
able to connect with the child in person 
when a future trip happens. Note: I 
passed this information around and 
now 5 teens are writing letters to kids in 
Caraballo!

We haven’t “lowered the bar” on child 
sponsorships and continue to seek new 
and creative ways to support these kids! 

—Stacy

Dominican Republic Update

-3-



Social Distancing at the Community Meal
Since March 19, volunteers (all under the age of 60) have served a Husky Deli sack 
lunch to 20+ people, nicely spaced 6 feet apart, in the church courtyard every other 
Saturday – rain or shine. Many of our usual guests are elderly and homebound now, 
but those who can be mobile, who live on the street or in shelters, are joined by new 
faces every week. In a time of isolation, when places they would have gone to get 
some hot coffee, a meal, or even to use a restroom are now closed, we are still there, 
caring for them and praying for them. They really appreciate that.

As more free food sources open up in West Seattle, we will be evaluating how we can 
best continue to serve our community (in the near future as well as the long term.) 
Please pray for the Lord’s guidance in this valuable ministry, and that He will continue 
to care for all of the guests we have been serving! 

Our Basement Mural 
has been extended!

Naomi Haverland spent two days last 
week in our church basement (wearing 
mask and gloves!!) extending the 
southeast wall mural. 

Naomi is a well-known chalk artist and 
painted a mural in Rap Hall for us in 
the past. When we are all back in the 
building, please journey downstairs and 
enjoy our Jesus Storybook Bible mural!

Financial Update
Hello West Side Family!

How I miss seeing everyone in worship and in the hallways and classrooms 
of the church! But I know we are all hanging in there and are grateful for 
God’s continued grace and lessons he continues to teach us as we move 
through this Global pandemic.

Here are some high points from Stewardship and Finance and the Finance 
Committee.  

• April was a strong month for giving, with higher than anticipated giving 
through online and mailed offerings.  

• May has slowed down significantly, and our expenses exceeded our 
income. Session will continue to keep an eye on this.  

• West Side has continued to pay all our staff, with the exception of 
Madeline May, who requested voluntary furlough during the shutdown.  

• West Side also has continued to support our Missionaries and local 
outreach partners.

• We have invested in equipment that will enable us to continue online 
and Livestream worship indefinitely.

• The link for online giving:  http://wspc.org/give

We are beyond grateful to our Lord for this congregation and their 
generous giving to West Side. We are indeed richly blessed during these 
difficult, difficult times. I know that our prayers are with one another and 
that we will all get through this together.

In His Name, 
Sue Nealson 
Treasurer and Elder, Stewardship and Finance

-4-

http://wspc.org/give


From our Outreach Department...

Young Lives Care Fund
West Side has started a partnership with YoungLives which is an offshoot of Young Life aimed at impacting teen moms and 
their children.  Similar to Young Life, they have Monday “club,” Wednesday Bible Study and summer camp. Like West Side, they 
have moved online for the time being but are looking forward to meeting in person again. Areas where West Siders could jump 
in include providing childcare for Monday club, getting involved as a mentor to a young mom or making financial donations. 
A special thanks to Charlotte Loski who donated some beautifully knit sweaters and blankets – I can’t wait to deliver them to 
YoungLives staff for their “girls.”

As part of our West Side partnership, we have started a YoungLives 
Care Fund (YLCF) to provide the opportunity to support the young 
moms in a practical way. Examples of current needs include tuition for 
a CNA program (Certified Nursing Assistant), assistance with bills for a 
young mom who is the only breadwinner in her family because of COVID 
related job losses, and support for another young woman who had 
to drop out of her dental hygienist program so she could work more. 
Speaking with the YL staff, I could hear the tears in their voices – these 
young ladies work so hard and try so hard to make a better life for 
themselves and their children and sometimes it seems like the mountain 
just gets taller. 

This may seem beyond the usual type of support we would provide, but for these young moms, a financial gift can do so much 
more than help with a bill – it shows them in a meaningful way that Jesus loves them, cares for them and they have great worth 
to our Father in Heaven. 

Learn more:  YoungLives Volunteer Interest Zoom meeting scheduled for June 28th, 4 pm. Contact Blythe Meigs (425-922-3955) 
or Stacy Kutz (stacy@wspc.org) for an invite.

YL Care Fund committee: We are looking for another committee member. If this touches your heart, contact Blythe to learn 
more. 

Donate:  www.younglivesseattle.younglife.org

Dear fellow West Siders,

All of us on the APNC have coveted, and much appreciated, the prayerful support you have continuously provided to us for the 
last 12 months. We have been meeting regularly,  recently via Internet platforms, and have reach a point where we have finalists 
in place for our Associate Pastor position. As with everything else in our society right now, all of this has been turned askew by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. At West Side, we don’t know what our schedule will be going forward, and our candidates are also in 
limbo with any potential call date or separation from their current position yet to be determined.

Given this uncertainty, the APNC has decided to put our search process on ‘pause’ until July. By then, we hope both West Side 
and our candidates will have a more clear picture of the path forward, and we can make some firm decisions on the call and the 
presentation of the finalist to you at a Congregation Meeting for a call vote, as required by the Book of Order.

Please continue to keep this process in your prayers – we appreciate it very much.

Sincerely,

Your Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
Rick Boogaard, Carla Gawthrop, Sid Hoagland, Josh Kutz, Steve Vander Hijde, Gretchen Van Dyke, Dee West and Shelley Wiechman

From our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee
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