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Interrupted
There is a poignant line in the Old
Testament book of Jeremiah: “The
people complain, ‘Spring and summer
have come and gone, but still the LORD
hasn’t rescued us.’” (Jer. 8:20, CEV). It is
a complaint that may easily feel apt this
year with the steady presence of the
Coronavirus and all that it provokes in
our common life. And yet I wonder…
If you ask me how I’m feeling about
this whole virus situation, you’ll get an
honest response – I am weary and fed
up with the disruption. But the other
day I was reading in Mark 5. It struck me
how often the disciples must have felt
that days following Jesus were a string
of interruptions by people crowding in
with demands. On this day, a woman
reaching out for healing prompted
Jesus to stop everything and listen to
her whole story of a 12 year illness.
(Ask someone to tell you the whole
story of the last 12 years of their life to
get an idea about how long this may
have taken …) All the while a prominent
community leader, Jairus, was waiting

for Jesus to attend to the more urgent
need of Jairus’ dying daughter – until it
was too late, and the girl died.
Until Jesus revived her – and that is
what caught my heart’s attention. Jesus
revives – restores – brings life. So what
was an interruption to the urgent and
desired mission (healing Jairus’ daughter
before it was too late) was not the
disruption that it seemed. Stopping for
the woman was actually central to Jesus’
own mission. He healed – stopped –
heard the whole story.
I can rattle off all the things that I am
anxious may not survive the interruption
of this COVID crisis. Maybe you can
name a few things too. So Mark 5
refocused my heart and mind on
Jesus’ actions. This story redefined this
“interruption” as a sacred space to join
Jesus in his mission of healing – to stop
– to hear the whole story. Nationally
we are being asked stop and hear
the whole story from those who have
experienced the chronic bleed of white

supremacy. Locally we are being forced
to stop – I wonder if there are whole
stories we can slow down to hear from
neighbors or friends, from household
members or even friends and family at a
distance but connected by Zoom. When
there isn’t a shared activity to do and
instead a shared screen, maybe we take
more time for whole stories…
We believe in Jesus’ power to revive,
and so let’s pray for revival during this
time. We also believe in Jesus’ power to
heal, so let’s pray that our stopping and
listening may also be an opportunity
for encouragement, prayer and even
evangelism – inviting others to know the
one who has rescued us and is rescuing
us in the season. I ardently hope we will
find a way to gather again in the fall.
In the meantime, during these summer
months, I encourage you to choose a
gospel to read, find a daily rhythm of
prayer, and embrace this season as a
temporary stop for healing and listening
to the whole story.

West Seattle Summer...
While we may feel trapped by the pandemic and the
West Seattle bridge closure, we are eternally grateful
for the beauty that surrounds us.
“When I was upset and beside myself, you calmed me
down and cheered me up.” —Psalm 94:19 MSG
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Join Our Virtual Mission Trip!
This was THE year for West Side’s
student ministry. The year when we got
to go to the Dominican Republic! Early
last Fall students applied and started
training for this summer’s mission trip.
They fundraised and worked service
hours. They began bonding as a team.
And then, the COVID-19 Pandemic
literally shut everything down.
I’m not going to lie. This was a real
blow for our team.
We spent time in
Scripture together
in one-on-ones
as we looked at
Acts 1 when Jesus told the apostles to
wait for the Holy Spirit. WAIT. That word
makes us uncomfortable!! What did the
apostles do while they waited? Three
things stood out to us:
1. They spent time with Jesus…for 40
days! One thing the pandemic has
given us is more time – our team
was challenged to take advantage
of the extra time and draw closer to
Jesus.
2. They prayed. I love how Acts 1:24
begins, “Then they prayed…”. They
were seeking the Lord’s direction.
Our team has been praying for
encouragement and direction.
3. They planned. The apostles were
looking to replace Judas and get

back to ministry at full strength.
We talked about making plans
but found this to be our greatest
challenge. Immediately the question
was, can we go next year? And the
answer, I have no idea. Sooo we
went back to #1 and #2 and waited.
A couple of weeks ago, Kids Alive
reached out to me and asked if our
team would like to do a virtual mission
trip. God is so good!
And the benefit to
doing this trip virtually
is that ALL of West
Side can join! If you’ve
been curious about short-term mission
trips to the Dominican Republic, this is
the perfect opportunity to “see” it for
yourself! We are so excited to share
with you what God has been doing
and continues to do through our
partnership with Kids Alive International.

Details:
• July 28-30 we will meet together
via Zoom from 3:00-4:30pm.
• During these meetings Kids Alive
missionaries will share testimonies,
interview staff members and
teachers, and give site and city
tours.
• Morning devotions will be emailed
each day.
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• Look for ways during the day
where you can be the hands and
feet of Christ. Help a neighbor,
pray, etc.

Optional!
We encourage you to join with the
students and recreate memorable “life
in the DR” moments at home.
• Cold showers only!
• Only eat peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches on white bread (like
Wonder) or rice and beans.
• Sleep somewhere uncomfortable –
maybe this means don’t open your
windows to get any fresh air.
• Don’t flush your toilet paper!
• Make a recording of roosters
crowing and play it from 2am on!
If you would like to join us, email Janet
at janet@wspc.org and we will send
you the link.
Though the current world circumstances
prevent us from traveling physically,
the mission God has called us to isn’t
changing. In fact, our hearts may feel a
deeper urgency now than ever before
to make Jesus known.
You can make a difference!
—Stacy Kutz

MOPS at West Side
West Side’s outreach to young moms
and their families through MOPS
(Mothers of Preschoolers) has spanned
three decades. For some participants,
this is the only time they enter the
doors of a church.

VBS is Back!
BLAST into August with an
EXPLOSIVE family experience like
you’ve never had before. West
Side is providing families an athome, parent-led VBS program.
Explore the world of science – from
building towers to designing boats
— while engaging with the Word
of God.
This year, the fun isn’t just for the
kids! With Faith Lab @ Home,
families will spend time together
memorizing scripture, watching
science-themed devotions, and
completing a weekly science
project.

In early March, out of an abundance
of caution for our precious volunteers
(many of whom are over the age of
60), MOPS was put on pause. As it
became apparent this wasn’t going to
change anytime soon, they began to
adapt, having periodic Zoom meetings
instead of gathering together twice a
month inside our church.
The leaders of MOPS are continuing
to rethink how to best serve our
community during the uncertainties
of COVID-19. This fall MOPS meetings will be changed to Thursday nights, instead
of Friday mornings. Initially Zoom meetings will be the way moms come together in
September. Unfortunately, that won’t be a great option for every family. Currently,
enrollment for this year is only a fraction of the 80 moms that participated last year.
But the hope is that soon, with social distancing guidelines in place, MOPS will be
meeting in person at West Side again (though without children this year).
MOPS would love to have your
prayers this summer and fall for
all of these precious families, as
well as the MOPS leadership,
as they navigate the best way
to serve these moms and their
young ones. We also want to
thank the faithful support of
West Side volunteers who have
faithfully taught and loved on
these young children over the
years. MOPS misses seeing you
and looks forward to the time
when we can again serve the
Lord in person, through this
ministry!

Join us as we explore science
and God’s Word in our homes.
This five-day, VBS-style, at-home
program mixes Biblical truths with
hands-on science for a long-lasting
reaction. We will be holding VBS
each Monday in August. Simple
set up, easy to execute, fun for all
ages!
NOTE: This VBS works well in
small communities! If you are
comfortable, invite your neighbors
and do the science projects
together in your backyard.
Watch this introductory video:

Join us Sundays at 10am for virtual worship.
Be sure to sign in on the chat
to greet each other!
-3-

Community Meals Summer Update
Covid-19 has brought many changes for everyone! But, unless
you have contracted this illness, most of us have just had to
deal with the relatively minor inconveniences of changing
routines, wearing face masks, and missing the personal
contact of family and friends.

But, that has
proved to be
a blessing to
younger families
(most who are a
part of our youth
ministry) who have
stepped in over
the many weeks as
volunteers!

For others in our
community who
don’t have a place
to call “home,”
COVID has made
life even more
precarious.

Thank you to all
our church family
and the Community
Meals “behind-the-scenes” team, for making this happen! The
donations of time, money and prayers have been a lifeline!

Over the last four
months, West Side
has continued to
serve free Community Meals every other Saturday to those
neighbors.

Without volunteers (of
all ages) this ministry
doesn’t work.

Once the stay-at-home order hit, we knew that our old way
of doing things (cooking a hot meal with service in Howell
Auditorium) was not an option. So, we began ordering
bagged lunches from Husky Deli and serving them outside
(rain or shine) in our courtyard. In the beginning, we were one
of the few options for folks in need of a free meal. Over that
time, we have served more than 200 meals!

If you would like to be
a part of Community
Meals, as we reenvision how we might
serve our community
going forward, please
contact Christina Hjort
(cdardenhjort@gmail.
com) or the church
office (office@wspc.org).

One of the hardest parts for the regular Community Meal
volunteers has been that because most are older than 60, they
have not been able to serve folks, during the pandemic.

Coronavirus Task Force Update
Pop-Up Prayer Gathering

Connection Groups

We held our first pop-up outdoor prayer gathering on Sunday evening, July 12. It
was beautiful weather and we were excited to see some of our West Side family
gathered around the beautiful cherry tree. We prayed for the church, leaders, our
city, state, country and world and for each other. We discovered California Avenue
is quite noisy at 7:00pm on a Sunday night, so we are considering quieter times and
locations for future gatherings.

We are also working on forming
Connection Groups based on your
responses to the recent survey. Look for
communication directly from a group
coordinator in the next few weeks.

We are working through the logistics of potentially hosting an outdoor worship
service in August. If you would like to help, please contact Blythe Meigs, 425-9223955.
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If you are interested in joining a
Connection Group, but didn’t respond
to the survey, please contact Ann Vander
Hijde at avanderhijde@gmail.com.

Giving has been very faithful during the unexpected challenges of this pandemic and
the closing of the church building for worship and gathering. Our income is 1.5%

below that anticipated in our budget ($436,000 on a budget of 443,000). Last year at

this time our Unified Giving was a bit higher ($452,000). The year to year consistency

Mid-Year
Financial
Update

is remarkable given these troubling times and is a remarkable reflection of the
consistent faithfulness in giving among this congregation.

Our income has enabled us to keep pace with expenses in the last quarter.

Remember that Session took the decision to pay all of our local outreach partners
the budgeted donations at the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis (rather than in

quarterly installments as we usually do). In addition to continuing support to our
local outreach partners, we have been able to keep all of our staff employed and
missionaries funded — for this we are giving thanks to God for you and your
continued generosity.

Many of you have migrated to online giving, which will be especially helpful in

the summer months when our cash flow traditionally dips below normal levels.
Remember as well that if your household is facing difficulties our Deacon fund
remains available to help over the summer.

APNC
Associate Pastor Nomoinating
Committee
Your APNC has begun working actively again, following
a 2-month pause due to Covid-19. In this time of
uncertainty here in West Seattle, we ARE certain that
God has a plan for our Associate Pastor here at West
Side, and we need to really, really listen for His voice
through all the clutter in the world right now. That plan
may have changed as so much else has – we continue to
wait on God’s guidance, in His timing, and to covet all of
your prayers for this search.

During the summer, Pastor Laurie is sending a
devotional guide for the week rather than daily
devotions. Devotions are included as a pdf.
The devotional guides go our via Realm but can also be
found on our website.

Men’s Koinonia
Prayer Breakfast

Power of Prayer

The Tuesday morning Men’s Koinonia Prayer Breakfast
is still meeting each week, but now at 7am via Zoom,
continuing a great hour of Scripture, prayer and
friendships. If you are interested in joining us, or are just
curious, give Sid Hoagland a call at 206-932-9411.

If you would like to receive the Power of Prayer (a listing
of our West Side family and friends to lift up before the
Lord in prayer), or have a prayer request for our prayer
team, please email office@wspc.org.
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