Journey
in the
Pentateuch
“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 12:2-3

What is the
Pentateuch?

Pentateuch
Torah
Law
Books of Moses
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Torah

Story Arc

Where do Torah - Ruth fit?
How do Torah and Ruth fit?
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Whose witness?

Key Stories
in Torah - Ruth

How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Genesis 4
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of
the soil as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also
brought an offering—fat portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on
Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he
did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his
face was downcast.
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry?
Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right,
will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to
have you, but you must rule over it. ”
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the
field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked his
brother Abel and killed him.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Genesis 7
The LORD then said to Noah,
“Go into the ark, you and your whole family,
because I have found you righteous in this
generation. Take with you seven pairs of
every kind of clean animal, a male and its
mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean
animal, a male and its mate, and also seven
pairs of every kind of bird, male and female,
to keep their various kinds alive throughout
the earth. Seven days from now I will send
rain on the earth for forty days and forty
nights, and I will wipe from the face of the
earth every living creature I have made. ”
And Noah did all that the LORD
commanded him.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Genesis 12
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country,
your people and your father’s household to the land I
will show you.
“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you. ”
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot
went with him.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Genesis 15
15:1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram
in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield,
your very great reward. ”
But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give
me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit
my estate is Eliezer of Damascus? ” And Abram said,
“You have given me no children; so a servant in my
household will be my heir.”
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man
will not be your heir, but a son who is your own
flesh and blood will be your heir. ” He took him
outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the
stars —if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him
as righteousness.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Exodus - Passover
Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go
at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter
the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in
the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of
the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house
until morning. When the LORD goes through the land to strike down
the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the
doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit
the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.
At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the
prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the
livestock as well. Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians
got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there
was not a house without someone dead.
--------Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430
years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD’s
divisions left Egypt.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Exodus – Massah and Meribah
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin,
traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the
LORD to the test?”
But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled
against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to
make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these
people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take
with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there
before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will
come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the
sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah and
Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they
tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Exodus – Mt. Sinai
On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left
Egypt —on that very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai.
After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of
Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the
mountain.
Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him
from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to
the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people
of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and
how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out
of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the
words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people
and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded
him to speak. The people all responded together, “We will
do everything the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their
answer back to the LORD.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Leviticus - Priesthood
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in
them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire
before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came
out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them,
and they died before the LORD. Moses then said to Aaron,
“This is what the LORD spoke of when he said:
“‘Among those who approach me
I will be proved holy;
in the sight of all the people
I will be honored. ’”
Aaron remained silent.
Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar,
“Do not let your hair become unkempt and do not tear
your clothes, or you will die and the LORD will be angry with
the whole community. But your relatives, all the Israelites,
may mourn for those the LORD has destroyed by fire. Do not
leave the entrance to the tent of meeting or you will die,
because the LORD’s anointing oil is on you.” So they did as
Moses said.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Leviticus – Day of Atonement
“Aaron shall bring the bull for his own sin offering to make
atonement for himself and his household, and he is to
slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. He is to take a
censer full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD
and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and take
them behind the curtain. He is to put the incense on the fire
before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal
the atonement cover above the tablets of the covenant law,
so that he will not die. He is to take some of the bull’s blood
and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement
cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger
seven times before the atonement cover.
“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for
the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with
it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall sprinkle it on the
atonement cover and in front of it. In this way he will make
atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the
uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their
sins have been.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Numbers – Ordering of the Tribes
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: “The Israelites
are to camp around the tent of meeting some distance
from it, each of them under their standard and holding
the banners of their family.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

So the Israelites did everything the LORD commanded
Moses; that is the way they encamped under their
standards, and that is the way they set out, each of
them with their clan and family.

Numbers – The Spies
The LORD said to Moses, “Send some men to explore the land
of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites.
….
They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite
community
….
“We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with
milk and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there
are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large.
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We
should go up and take possession of the land, for we can
certainly do it.”
(people) “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt. ”
(God) No one who has treated me with contempt will ever
see it. But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit
and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land
he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Deuteronomy 31 – Life or Death
Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult
for you or beyond your reach. It is not up in heaven, so
that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get
it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” Nor is it
beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross
the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”
No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and
in your heart so you may obey it.
See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death
and destruction. For I command you today to love the
LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to
keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live
and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you
in the land you are entering to possess.
But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient,
and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and
worship them, I declare to you this day that you will
certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land
you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Joshua 1
“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and
courageous, because you will lead these people to
inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be
successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: “Go…

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Judges
The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they
forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and
the Asherahs. The anger of the LORD burned
against Israel so that he sold them into the hands of
Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom
the Israelites were subject for eight years. But when
they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them a
deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother, who saved them. The Spirit of the LORD came
on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to
war. The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram
into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the
land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of
Kenaz died.
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?
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Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Ruth – Naomi (Mara)
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his
wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of
Moab.
….
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her
people and her gods. Go back with her.”
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn
back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you
stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your
God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be
buried.
….
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred
because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be
Naomi?”
“Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara,
because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.
….
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose
place she had been working. “The name of the man I worked
with today is Boaz,” she said.
“The LORD bless him! ” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law.
“He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and
the dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is
one of our guardian-redeemers.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his
wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of
Ruth
– Naomi (Mara)
Moab.
….
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her
people and her gods. Go back with her.”
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn
back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you
stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your
God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be
buried.
….
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred
because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be
Naomi?”
“Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara,
because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.
….
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose
place she had been working. “The name of the man I worked
with today is Boaz,” she said.
“The LORD bless him! ” Naomi said to her daughter-inlaw. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the
living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close
relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

Ruth – Boaz
She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your
eyes that you notice me —a foreigner? ”
Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have
done for your mother-in-law since the death of your
husband —how you left your father and mother and
your homeland and came to live with a people you did
not know before. May the LORD repay you for what
you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you
have come to take refuge.
….
Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your
best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor,
but don’t let him know you are there until he has
finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, note
the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his
feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”
….
“Who are you?” he asked.
“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner
of your garment over me, since you are a guardianredeemer of our family.”
“The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?

LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have
come to take refuge.
….
Ruth
– Boaz
Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best
clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t
let him know you are there until he has finished eating
and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where
he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie
down. He will tell you what to do.”
….
“Who are you?” he asked.
“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the
corner of your garment over me, since you are a
guardian-redeemer of our family.”
“The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This
kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier:
You have not run after the younger men, whether rich
or poor.
…
“Today you are witnesses that I have bought from
Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. I
have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow,
as my wife,

Whose witness?
How does this fit the story of
Redemption and Restoration?
What’s the invitation to faith?
What was the response?
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“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 12:2-3

