
ResilientWeek of October 3, 2021 

Grace Inspired Work
1 Corinthians 15:10, Ephesians 6:5-9

Over the last two weeks we have studied 1 Corinthians 15:10 about how grace shapes our identity and infuses us 
with power to live out the Christian life. And this week we focus on how grace inspires our work, whatever that work 
may be.

Tim Keller wrote: “A job is a vocation only if someone else calls you to do it for them rather than for yourself. Also, 
our work can be a calling only if it is remained as a mission of service to something beyond merely our own inter-
ests. Thinking of work mainly as a means of self-fulfillment and self-realization slowly crushes a person.” This week 
we think of our work as a calling in Grace.

Welcome (15 minutes)
Either individually or as a group explore the question: Think of one work experience or environment where it was 
hard to live out your faith and convictions. And one where it was easy. Describe the difference.

Worship (20 minutes)
Take a few minutes to reflect on Philippians 2:14-18 in prayer and worship.  As a group or individually read the 
passage a few times, each time pausing to think of how the Holy Spirit may be speaking to you through the passage 
and which words or phrases seem to pop out to you.  After reading the passage a few times and spending some 
time in silent reflection, close in prayer.  You could also spend a few minutes praying for each other as well.

Word (40 minutes)
Read Ephesians 6:5-9
1. What strikes you in this passage?
2. Anything in the sermon strike you in the study of this passage?
3. Think of how the first readers of this passage would have reacted. How do you think the slaves that were read-

ing would have reacted? And the masters?  Who do you think would have felt most liberated and most bound by 
this teaching?

4. How does this passage relate to being in the workforce? How are bosses supposed to treat employees? How 
are employees called to treat bosses? How does this relate to your work situation (past or present)?

5. What does it mean to be a slave of Christ? What does it mean for you to be a slave of Christ?
6. Tim Keller wrote: “A job is a vocation only if someone else calls you to do it for them rather than for yourself. 

Also, our work can be a calling only if it is remained as a mission of service to something beyond merely our 
own interests. Thinking of work mainly as a means of self-fulfillment and self-realization slowly crushes a per-
son.” Do you see your job or your work as a vocation or merely a job? How does your understanding change 
when you see your work as a vocation?

Witness (15 minutes)
1. How does this passage compel you to see your life and the world differently.
2. What are a few practical ways that you can begin to see your work as a vocation and do you work as to Christ, 

and not to your company, coworkers, and bosses? What would need to change, or what do you think will happen?

Readings for the Week of September 26
Monday | Genesis 1:27-31
Tuesday | Psalm 90:12-17
Wednesday | Psalm 104:24-30
Thursday | Colossians 3:1-11
Friday | Colossians 3:12-17
Saturday | 1 Corinthians 15:12-19


