
ResilientWeek of October 10, 2021 

 
Resilient Hope
1 Corinthians 15:12-19

This week we continue our study on resilience by studying the hope we have in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Welcome (15 minutes)
Individually or as a group, answer these questions: What are your favorite things about Easter? Growing up how 
important was the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in your celebration of Easter?

Worship (20 minutes)
Read together a poem by Ann Weems called “Come to the Easter Party.”

I think on Easter morning we should throw confetti in church! No?
What about a little fanfare? A deafening drum roll? A three-minute standing ovation?

What? Have we had the drums beaten out of us?
That we in the celebrative community can’t really Get excited about God’s aliveness?

About God’s love given to us unconditionally?
Have we given Easter to the lily bearers, the bunny rabbits, the patent leather shoes?

Let’s face it: we live as though we don’t believe in Easter . . .
Easter scares us because we’re the people who can’t believe that God gives us abundant Life;

We think we have to earn it.
In our pull-yourself-up by-your-own-bootstraps society It’s hard to remember

that God doesn’t buy the self-made man.
So we in the church spend our lives showing God what good people we are,

what achievers we are, how much we deserve God’s love.
We want to pay our own way, but Easter says it’s already been paid!

Easter says, no matter how prodigal, We can go home again!
So come to the Easter party!  Let’s celebrate that amazing grace that in Christ’s resurrection

We are still loved even at our most outrageous.
The Lord has given us the music; all we need do is dance it!

Come to the Easter party!

Take a few moments to pray for your needs and the needs of the world, and to thank God for his resurrection.

Word (40 minutes)
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19
1. What strikes you in this passage?
2. Anything in the sermon strike you in the study of this passage?
3. What are different messages that you have heard about what is central for the Christian life (prayer service, holi-

ness, etc.) For Paul what is central? How does everything in the Christian life hinge on the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ?

4. In “The Reason for God” Tim Keller reflects upon this passage from 1st Corinthians: “If Jesus rose from the dead, 
then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn’t rise from the dead, then why worry about any of what he 
said? The issue on which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching but whether or not he 
rose from the dead.” How would this message be compelling or challenging for non-Christian friends? How is it 
compelling or challenging to you?



5. How would your life be different without the hope of the resurrection?
6. Brennan Manning wrote in his book, Abba’s Child: “For me the most radical demand of Christian faith lies in 

summoning the courage to say yes to the present risenness of Jesus Christ.” What does it mean to say ‘yes’ to 
the present risenness of Jesus Christ? How is that a demand in our lives? Why does it take courage?

Witness (15 minutes)
“People who believe in the resurrection, in God making a whole new world in which everything will be 
set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to work for that new world in the present.”

-N.T Wright, Surprised by Hope

1. How does the message of the resurrection compel you to see your life and the world differently?
2. What are a few practical ways that you respond to the resurrection this week?

Readings for the Week of October 10
Monday | Luke 24:1-12
Tuesday | John 11:25-37
Wednesday | Romans 6:8-11
Thursday | 1 Peter 1:3-9
Friday | Philippians 3:7-14
Saturday | 1 Corinthians 15:20-34


