
ResilientWeek of September 19, 2021 

Grace Shaped Identity
1 Corinthians 15:10; Ephsians 2:8-9; Galatians 5:1

The Bible commentator Martin Lloyd Jones wrote that “Grace captured the Apostle Paul; Grace ravished his heart 
and Grace moved his entire being. Paul never mentioned grace without going into some kind of ecstasy and the 
word always called forth superlatives. Grace had so gripped him and amazed him, and moved him that it dictated 
the course of his life and was the source of his joy and calling.” For the next few weeks, as we continue our series 
on resilience, we are going to be exploring the grace that so gripped Paul and changes everything for us as well.

Welcome (15 minutes)
Individually or in your Connect Group answer these questions: 
What ‘grips you’ most these days, or has a hold of you in your life? What takes most of your attention, resources, and 
thoughts? How gripped by grace do you feel these days? How amazed, captured, and moved?

Worship (20 minutes)
Sing together or individually the great hymn of Grace, Amazing Grace:

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now I am found, was blind but now I see.
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed!
The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining like the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing Gods praise that when we’ve first begun.

Take a few moments to pray for each other and thank God for his amazing Grace.

Word (40 minutes)
Read Ephesians 2:8-9
What strikes you in this passage?

Why do you think Paul emphasize that we have been saved by Grace through faith, not from ourselves and not from works?

What attributes come out of a faith rooted in Grace and what attributes come out of a faith rooted in ourselves and 
our works?

Tim Keller often uses the phrase: “grace changes everything.” How has the Grace of God in Jesus Christ changed 
your life? In what ways is Grace still changing you?
Read Galatians 5:1
What is the ‘yoke of slavery’ that Paul discussed here?
Do you feel free in Christ right now? Why or why not?
How have you seen Christian freedom abused?
What does it mean for us to live in freedom?

Witness (15 minutes)
Think through the questions: What is one area of your life that you could receive grace and give grace? What would 
it mean this week to follow through on receiving and giving grace.

Readings for the Week of September 19
Monday | Ephesians 2:1-10
Tuesday | Hebrews 4:14-16

Wednesday | Hosea 2:14-23
Thursday | Isaiah 30:18

Friday | Galatians 5:1-15
Saturday | Ephesians 3:14-21


