
Big Story: Faith, Hope, and Love
Practical, Faithful Actions for Re-Emerging from the Pandemic

June 27:  New Creation/Worship

Readings for the week of June 28-July 2
Monday | Revelation 1:1-8
Tuesday | Revelation 3:14-21
Wednesday | Revelation 5:11-14
Thursday | Revelation 7:9-12
Friday | Psalm 29

W
EL
CO

M
E

W
O
RS
H
IP

W
O
RD

W
IT
N
ES
S

Read Aloud: Revelation 21:1-5
• What strikes you or stands out in what the passage says?
• What struck you in the sermon on this passage? 
• What is challenging to you in this passage? What is encouraging?
• How must the early Christians have greeted this vision of what was in store for them? How do you feel about knowing 

that the Holy city will be your home town?
• What has caused you mourning in the last year? What does it mean to you to know that this will pass away?
• Where does this passage apply to your life right now? 

One of the barriers to worship is a lack of repentance: a lack of honesty about our need for God and our sin that leads us to 
turn back to God. So this exercise is about practicing repentance. Go through this exercise either individually or as a group. 

This week as we look to the book of Revelation and the vision of Christ’s return, and the new heaven and new earth, share 
as a group your visions of what heaven may be like. Please encourage members not to comment if they think someone’s 
answer isn’t strictly theologically correct! Just share your thoughts together.

Read Psalm 115 1-11 together.
Spend some time in prayer together

1. Look through the list of common excuses and (in 
parenthesis) the inner thoughts they reveal.  Which of the 
excuses can you identify with?
• I was just being honest. (Can’t you handle the truth?)
• I’m just saying what I feel. (There’s nothing sinful about my 

feelings.)
• I was only kidding. (Didn’t you get the joke?)
• I misunderstood you. (You’re not as crazy as I thought you 

were!)
• That’s just who I am. (I’m a sinner and that excuses my 

behavior.)
• I made a mistake. (Don’t we all!?!)
• I didn’t mean to do it. (I didn’t mean to get caught.)
• I’m having a bad day. (which excuses my behavior.)

2. What is a recent example when you used one of these excuses 
instead of being truly broken and repentant over your sin? 

3. As a group, describe what true repentance would look like in 
those cases. Steps are included below:
Step 1: Acknowledge you have sinned against God. Think of 
what you need to repent of (and what you don’t). 
Step 2: Confess forms of false repentance and selfish regret. 
Step 3: Discern and repent of the underlying heart motivations 
that drive you to this sin. 
Step 4: Receive God’s forgiveness and grace through faith. 
Remind yourselves of the promise of Acts 2:38. 
Step 5: Rely upon Gods power to turn away from sin.
Repeat the process, working through as many responses as 
time allows: identify excuses, share examples, and practice true 
repentance

(From “The Gospel Centered Life” by Robert H. Thune and Will Walker) 


