
Big Story: Faith, Hope, and Love
Practical, Faithful Actions for Re-Emerging from the Pandemic

June20:  Perfect Love

Readings for the week of June 21-25
Monday | 1 John 1:5-10
Tuesday | 1 John 2:1-6
Wednesday | 1 John 3:11-24
Thursday | 1 John 4:12-21
Friday | Revelation 21:1-5

WELCOME

WORSHIP

WORD

WITNESS

Instead of the normal discussion on the word, the encouragement for this week is to begin by a short reading of the 
passage using the Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina means ‘divine reading’ and it is a way to meditate on the passage and 
allow the Holy Spirit to speak through it. In this way of reading scripture 1 John 4:7-11 will be read three times with silence 
between. The same person can read or you can have different readers.

• During the first reading, members will linger on a word or phrase that catches their attention and pops out for them. 
• During and after the second reading members allow the words to resonate and settle in their hearts. Think more 

about the word or phrase that stands out: why did they stand out? What do they mean to you? What might God be 
saying through them?

• During and after the third reading and think about how God has addressed you and how are you called to respond. 
• After some time of silence the leader will close in prayer. 

ASK: 
• What stood out in this reading? What did the Holy Spirit teach you?
• What struck you in the sermon on this passage? 
• Is love in the passage discussed as a feeling or an action? How does that description challenge the ways we under-

stand love?
• When has love held too much fear in your life? What is your challenge from this passage?
• If you want to love others better, how do you do it?

As a group think of one or two scenarios where a person’s love has come to an end. Where they just don’t have any 
more love to give. These could be personal examples or general examples. 

Pick one scenario and spend some time unpacking it. What are the symptoms and signs? What does ‘being done’ or 
being out of love look like? What are the actions that accompany it? What are the consequences?

From the perspective of 1 John 4:7-18 what are healthy and Godly ways to respond when we hit that wall? What are 
other ways that we can respond that will lead us to the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ, and lead us to emotional and 
spiritual health?

This week we are studying a third response to the gospel that we can apply to our lives, and that is the perfect love of God 
in Jesus Christ, that compels us to love. As you begin with share about one personality trait that you received from your 
father or mother and how does it manifest today?

Speak this liturgy from 1 John together. Bold parts are to speak together, unbolded for the leader to read.
Dear friends,  
Let us love one another, for love comes from God.  
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. This is love:  
Not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
God is love.   
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. God, please help us to experience your love today so we can em-
body it for others as we go forth from here. 
You could also sing together a song. ‘Love One Another” by Tommy Walker is directly from 1 John. We sang this in church 
on Sunday. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reQOzkCs9_w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reQOzkCs9_w

