
Big Story: Faith, Hope, and Love
Practical, Faithful Actions for Re-Emerging from the Pandemic
June 6:  Faithfulness

Readings for the week of June 7-11
Monday | James 1:1-16
Tuesday | James 2:1-13
Wednesday | James 3: 13-18
Thursday | James 4:1-12
Friday | 1 Peter 1:3-9
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Read Aloud: James 2:14-26
What strikes you or stands out in what the passage says?
What struck you in the sermon on this passage? 
What kind of faith is James criticizing? What are some examples of this kind of faith in modern times?
Grapple with James 2:26. Is James saying that you do not have faith if you do not do good works? How does 
this passage connect with Ephesians 2:8-10, that we are saved through grace alone work through faith?
Where does this passage apply to your life right now? 

As you close, spend 15 minutes doing this exercise on faith and mission. This could either be done 
individually or with group members spending 10 minutes completing this and then sharing or working 
through a scenario together. 
1. Identify a missional opportunity in your life in which you are not motivated to do what you ‘should’ do. 

Here are some categories to jump start your thinking: showing hospitality to a neighbor, actively praying 
for and engaging co-workers, sharing the gospel with a family member, serving someone in need, 
actively forgiving, showing mercy, living generously, leading spiritually as a spouse or parent, etc.

2. What heart issues hinder you from a rightly motivated action in this situation? As you pray and reflect on 
your activity what do you discern? Be specific about what keeps you from expressing gospel centered 
love towards others. 

3. What does it mean to be faithful in this situation? What sins do we see in ourselves that we need to 
repent of? What specific gospel promises, or truths do we need to come back to or focus on?

(from The Gospel Centered Life by Robert Thune and Will Walker)

This week we are beginning a new series for the month of June on faithful and practical actions responses 
to the gospel as we slowly reemerge from this pandemic.  Paul in 1st Corinthians 13 reminds us that the 
greatest responses to the work of Jesus Christ are faith, hope, and love. This week we will begin by studying 
faith. So, as you gather for connect groups this week or on your own, think through the question: 
What has been a recent circumstance or issue that has challenged you to have faith in God in Jesus 
Christ? What did that faith look like?

For your call to worship this week read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 either corporately or have a few people read. 
Afterwards, spend a few minutes in prayer for each other. 


