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May 30: This Week Along the Way | Rome

More about Rome
Rome in Paul’s time was the most powerful city in the known world. It was the seat of the Emperor as well 
as the political center of the Empire.  The church in Rome was most likely not started by Paul, his colleagues, 
or the other apostles. The church could have been established by converts of Paul or the other apostles and 
by the end of Paul’s missionary journeys the church was already widely known.  Paul wrote the letter to the 
Romans to prepare the way for a visit and to complete a collection for the poor in Palestine.  Paul also sought 
to teach them doctrine and the letter lays out a systematic theology of justification and its ramifications.  
After When Paul was arrested in Jerusalem these plans changed. He still went to Rome, but as a prisoner, and 
he lived under house arrest preaching the gospel there until his trails and ultimate execution. 

Readings for the 
Week of May 30

Monday | Romans 1:16-17
Tuesday | Romans 2:1-16

Wednesday | Romans 3:21-31
Thursday | Romans 5:1-11

Friday | James 2:14-26



WELCOME (15 minutes)

This is the last week of our section on Acts in the big story. Through 
the last months we have studied about how the gospel went from 
Jerusalem into the larger world. As you begin your study share 
briefly about one memorable person you met while traveling 
internationally or a friend you have made from another country. 
What differences were accentuated? What commonalities? Any 
humorous stories about understanding each other’s culture?

WORSHIP (20 minutes)

As we focus this week on the gospel going into all the world, begin 
by speaking the call to worship together and then sing the hymn 
“The Churches One Foundation” together. 

Leader: Today we gather around God’s table from near and far
People: We are the People of God!
Leader: Though we differ in language, custom, and tradition
People: We are brothers and sisters in Christ!
Leader: For there is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism
People: We are One in God’s Spirit!
Leader: We are one and together we remember our Lord Jesus
People: For we are the people of Redemption!
Leader: He gave himself up for us, so we could be reconciled to God.
People: Come, let us worship the God of our Salvation!

The Churches One Foundation - Youtube Links: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ds3Zt6c4Is (alternate melody)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rIS166ppoE (traditional melody)

WORD (40 minutes)

Read Aloud: Romans 3:21-31
What strikes you in what the passage says?
What struck you in the sermon? 
What difference does the cross make in this story? 
Where does this passage apply to your life right now? 
What is a faithful response to this passage this week?

WITNESS (15 minutes)

Paul wrote to the Romans in 3:28 Paul wrote that a person is justified 
by faith apart from the law. This is a message that you have heard many 
times if you have been a part of West Side church. Yet spend a few 
moments thinking about the implications of this on our witness and 
evangelism to non-Christians. 

1. What are different forms of ‘law’ that people are bound to (whether it be 
religious laws or other ways of life that people follow that they think will 
bring meaning, stability, purpose, success, etc…)?

2. What forms of law are you bound to that do not lead you to freedom in 
Christ?

3. Often people respond to moral imperatives or other forms of laws or 
‘shoulds’ (whether from scripture or from other sources) with legalism 
(excessive adherence to the law) or license (dismissing the law). What 
are some examples of this?

4. How is the gospel response different than legalism or license? 
5. What is the good news of the gospel to non-believers who are living 

under the law?

If the group is having a hard time understanding the difference between 
gospel and law, do this exercise:

READ: 
LEGALISM: Must live out law perfectly
LICENCE: Dismiss the law
GOSPEL: 
• The law is good
• I can’t live out the law since I am a 

sinner. I am imperfect. 
• Jesus obeyed the law perfectly. 

Every law. Jesus did what I should 
do (but can’t) as my substitute so 
that God can accept me (2 Cor. 5:17)

• Because Jesus obeyed the law 
perfectly and now lives in me, I am 
now free to obey this command by 
his grace and power at work in me.

APPLY: 
Now apply this to 1 Peter 3:9 (repay evil 
with a blessing) or Exodus 20:16 (don’t 
bear false witness)

1. What is the command?
2. Why can’t we do it perfectly? (Be 

specific) 
3. How did Jesus do this perfectly?
4. How does focusing on Jesus through 

God’s grace give us a different 
perspective on the command? (To 
not follow as a way to our own 
righteousness but as a response to 
Grace) 

5. How can Gods Spirit empower you 
to obey this command (in specific 
situations)?

(Adapted from “The Gospel Centered Life” from Robert Thune and Will Walker)
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