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May 16: This Week Along the Way | Corinth

More about Corinth
Paul resided in Corinth initially for 18 months and worked there as literal tent makers (where the concept of 
tentmaking comes from).  While in Corinth Paul preached in synagogues, as he usually did when entering into 
a new city, yet also focused on sharing the gospel with gentiles in Corinth. The result was a very diverse church 
in Corinth, made up of mostly gentiles from varied backgrounds (rich and poor, followers of Yahweh and idol 
worshippers).  Because of this diversity Paul dealt with many conflicts in the church, from challenges to Paul’s 
leadership, conflicts between rich and poor, to challenges in accepting a Christian worldview.  Though Paul had 
more trouble with this congregation than any other, we learn through his letters to the Corinthians about how the 
the work of God in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit brings transformation in all areas of life. 

Readings for the 
Week of May 16

Monday | 2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Tuesday | 2 Corinthians 3: 7-18

Wednesday | 2 Corinthians 4:1-18
Thursday | 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Friday | Acts 18:18-28



Connect Groups 
and Spiritual Friends

WELCOME | WORSHIP | WORD | WITNESS

WELCOME (15 minutes)

As we gather with our Connect Groups this week, go around and ask: 
“How political are you?” How often do you find yourself debating 
(either in person or in social media) political issues? (Disclaimer: the 
goal is not to get into a political debate, just to learn more about each 
other). 

WORSHIP (20 minutes)

Take a moment to sing together a well-known song or hymn to focus 
your minds and hearts together on God and to glorify God.  One 
suggestion: sing Amazing Grace together. 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind but now I see

 Was Grace that taught my heart to fear
And Grace, my fears relieved
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed
Through many dangers, toils and snares
We have already come
T’was Grace that brought us safe thus far
And Grace will lead us home

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see

After singing together take a few moments to pray for each other.

WORD (40 minutes)

Read Aloud: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
What strikes you in what the passage says?
What struck you in the sermon? 
What difference does the cross make in this story? 
Where does this passage apply to your life right now? 
What is a faithful response to this passage this week?

WITNESS (15 minutes)

Paul’s message of reconciliation in 2 Corinthians was given in 
the midst of internal divisions that were tearing the church apart.  
Paul here focuses on the reconciler (Jesus Christ) and how we are 
to reconcile with each other because of how Christ reconciled to 
us.  As you discuss what reconciliation looks like practically, think 
through: 

• What does it mean for us to be reconcilers in our 
neighborhoods, work places, families, etc…?

• Where are the factions in our neighborhood, etc… that need to 
be brought together?

• What is the next step individually and as a connect group in 
being reconcilers?


