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May 9: This Week Along the Way | Corinth

More about Corinth
Ancient Corinth was located about 78 kilometers south of Athens, on a narrow isthmus that separated the Corinthian 
and Saronic gulfs. Because the city was located between two well-traveled bodies of water, Corinth became a 
well-known port city and ships were pulled across the narrow stretch of land to go between the two bodies of 
water.  Since 1893 there has been a canal in modern Corinth to connect the two sides. Because of shipping and 
trade, Corinth was a wealthy city and there was a stark disparity between rich and poor.  Corinth was also a diverse 
city, with people from around the known world adding their religions and cultures. The ancient city of Corinth also 
acquired a reputation as a hotbed for sexual immorality and vice, yet there is little to suggest that Corinth was 
different than any other Roman and Greek city at the time.

Readings for the 
Week of May 9

Monday | 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Tuesday | 1 Corinthians 2:16-16

Wednesday | 1 Corinthians 12:1-14
Thursday | 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Friday | Acts 18:1-17



Connect Groups 
and Spiritual Friends

WELCOME | WORSHIP | WORD | WITNESS

WELCOME (15 minutes)

This week we are studying from Paul’s missionary journey to Corinth 
and Paul’s letter to the Corinthians about our status in Jesus Christ.  
As you gather, each share one status symbol that you have had or 
have right now. What does this symbol share about your status? How 
has your status changed throughout your life?

WORSHIP (20 minutes)

Today we are called to worship from Q1 and 2 of the Heidelberg 
Catechism. The Heidelberg catechism was composed in 1563 in 
Heidelberg, Germany as a teaching guide for Protestant children 
and a preaching guide. It is one of the official creeds of the Christian 
Reformed Church and Reformed Church of America. A leader reads the 
question, and all read the answer. 

Question 1: What is your only comfort in life and in death?

ALL:  That I am not my own, but belong— body and soul, in life and 
in death— to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for 
all my sins with his precious blood,  and has set me free from the 
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not 
a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; 
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. Because I 
belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and 
makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for 
him.

Question 2: What must you know to live and die in the joy of this 
comfort? 

ALL: Three things: first, how great my sin and misery are; second, 
how I am set free from all my sins and misery; third, how I am to 
thank God for such deliverance. 

Take a few moments to pray for each other and to thank God for His 
great love and goodness. 

WORD (40 minutes)

Read Aloud: 1 Corinthians 1:20-31
What strikes you in what the passage says?
What struck you in the sermon? 
What difference does the cross make in this story? 
Where does this passage apply to your life right now? 
What is a faithful response to this passage this week?

WITNESS (15 minutes)

The gospel message about status in Christ is a startling one: that 
we are no longer who we were but we are defined as children of 
God, hidden in Christ, citizens of Gods kingdom, ambassadors of 
His love. And through the lens of grace, we look at others status 
differently as well, whether they are Christian or not. Tim Keller 
wrote: “The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in 
ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we 
are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared 
hope.” And this is the truth about everyone.

• As we connect the message about status in the sermon 
and our scripture passage to our witness, especially to the 
marginalized…

• Who are those of ‘low status’ around us? Especially those 
whose status or chosen identity is abhorrent to us? Or those 
who are marginalized?

• How does the gospel compel us to respond to them and live 
out our status as those loved and redeemed by God?

• How can you as a connect group share in word and deed about 
the grace and love of God to those who are marginalized?


