Paul &
His Letters
Paul, an apostle —sent not from men nor by a man, but by
Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the
dead — and all the brothers and sisters with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us
from the present evil age, according to the will of our God
and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Galatians 1:1-5

Saul

who was he?
Acts 22:2-5
Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, born in
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this
city. I studied under Gamaliel and was
thoroughly trained in the law of our
ancestors. I was just as zealous for God
as any of you are today. I persecuted the
followers of this Way to their death,
arresting both men and women and
throwing them into prison, as the high
priest and all the Council can themselves
testify. I even obtained letters from them
to their associates in Damascus, and went
there to bring these people as prisoners
to Jerusalem to be punished.

• Given name - Saul
• Native of Tarsus of Cilicia
• Jew from the Tribe of Benjamin
• Not married
• Raised as a Pharisee
• Studied under Gamaliel
• Zealous for God, Law, Prophets
• Hoped for God’s promised reign
• Persecutor of the early church

Saul’s
transformation

Acts 9:1-9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest
and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so
that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether
men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now
get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”
The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard
the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground,
but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led
him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind,
and did not eat or drink anything.
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Not a “conversion”, Saul is transformed.

Saul’s
transformation

His dreams are shattered, and fulfilled in that moment.
He knew in that instant that God had fulfilled the promises of
scripture – in a way Saul never could have imagined.
Saul had been absolutely right in his devotion to the One God,
yet absolutely wrong in his understanding of who God is and
how He would accomplish His plan.
Saul had been absolutely right in his devotion to Torah and to
Israel, yet he had completely missed the mission God had given
His people and the meaning of Torah.
Saul was completely loyal, yet misdirected.
Saul was zealous for God, but he didn’t understand what God
was doing.
Saul had encountered the risen Jesus, he could only accept it,
or deny it.
His life gained meaning, understanding, focus, direction, and
purpose when he accepted the truth of who Jesus is.
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Saul/Paul

who did he become?
Though I am free and belong to no one, I
have made myself a slave to everyone, to
win as many as possible. To the Jews I
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the law I became like one
under the law (though I myself am not
under the law), so as to win those under
the law. To those not having the law I
became like one not having the law
(though I am not free from God’s law but
am under Christ’s law), so as to win those
not having the law. To the weak I became
weak, to win the weak. I have become all
things to all people so that by all possible
means I might save some. I do all this for
the sake of the gospel, that I may share in
its blessings.

Took the name Paul – not sure why
Zealous for God, Law, Prophets, Jesus Christ
Apostle to the Gentiles
Wrote 1/3 of the New Testament in 13 letters
Established at least 14, probably more than 20
churches – which spawned hundreds of daughter
churches
Minimum distance travelled:
1st Missionary Journey: 1,581 miles
2nd Missionary Journey: 3,050 miles
3rd Missionary Journey: 3,307 miles
Journey to Rome: 2,344 miles
Total of 10,282 miles
Martyred by Rome under Nero
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Paul’s letters
Some details

• Written to churches Paul planted, (except
Romans, Colossians?) or people Paul knew
• First word “Paul”
• Named for the intended recipients (Ephesians
added later)
• Arranged places first, people second
• Arranged longest to shortest
• Prays for his readers
• Address conditions in the early church
• Reveal who Jesus is
• Clarify the Gospel
• Correct theology
• Answer questions
• How to live as Messiah people
• Greetings
• Viewed as “Scripture” by the early church

Discipleship

Suffering

Christ’s return

Grace

Unity

Themes in Paul’s Letters

Adoption

Forgiveness

The Spirit

Righteousness

Joy

Suffering
Acts 9:15-16: But the Lord said
to Ananias, “Go! This man is my
chosen instrument to proclaim
my name to the Gentiles and
their kings and to the people of
Israel.
I will show him how much he
must suffer for my name.”
Romans 5:2-4: And we boast in
the hope of the glory of God.
Not only so, but we also glory in
our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope.
2 Corinthians 11:24-26a: Five

must suffer for my name.”

Suffering

Romans 5:2-4: And we boast in
the hope of the glory of God.
Not only so, but we also glory in
our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope.
2 Corinthians 11:24-26a: Five
times I received from the Jews
the forty lashes minus one.
Three times I was beaten with
rods, once I was pelted with
stones, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a night and
a day in the open sea, I have
been constantly on the move.
1 Thessalonians 1:6-7: You

character; and character, hope.

Suffering

2 Corinthians 11:24-26a: Five
times I received from the Jews
the forty lashes minus one.
Three times I was beaten with
rods, once I was pelted with
stones, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a night and
a day in the open sea, I have
been constantly on the move.
1 Thessalonians 1:6-7: You
became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for you welcomed the
message in the midst of severe
suffering with the joy given by
the Holy Spirit. And so you
became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and
Achaia.

been constantly on the move.

Suffering

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7: You
became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for you welcomed the
message in the midst of severe
suffering with the joy given by
the Holy Spirit. And so you
became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and
Achaia.

Joy
Philippians 1:18-19: But what
does it matter? The important
thing is that in every way,
whether from false motives or
true, Christ is preached. And
because of this I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to
rejoice, for I know that through
your prayers and God’s
provision of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ what has happened to
me will turn out for my
deliverance.
2 Corinthians 1:23-2:1: I call
God as my witness —and I
stake my life on it—that it was in
order to spare you that I did not
return to Corinth. Not that we

deliverance.

Joy

2 Corinthians 1:23-2:1: I call
God as my witness —and I
stake my life on it—that it was in
order to spare you that I did not
return to Corinth. Not that we
lord it over your faith, but we
work with you for your joy,
because it is by faith you stand
firm. So I made up my mind that
I would not make another
painful visit to you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:
Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus
2 Corinthians 8:1-2: And now,

painful visit to you.

Joy

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:
Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus
2 Corinthians 8:1-2: And now,
brothers and sisters, we want
you to know about the grace
that God has given the
Macedonian churches. In the
midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in
rich generosity.

Christ Jesus

Joy

2 Corinthians 8:1-2: And now,
brothers and sisters, we want
you to know about the grace
that God has given the
Macedonian churches. In the
midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in
rich generosity.

Grace
Ephesians 2:8-10: For it is by
grace you have been saved,
through faith —and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— not by works, so that no
one can boast. For we are
God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance
for us to do.
Romans 5:15: But the gift is not
like the trespass. For if the
many died by the trespass of
the one man, how much more
did God’s grace and the gift that
came by the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to
the many!

for us to do.

Grace

Romans 5:15: But the gift is not
like the trespass. For if the
many died by the trespass of
the one man, how much more
did God’s grace and the gift that
came by the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to
the many!
Romans 11:5: So too, at the
present time there is a remnant
chosen by grace. And if by
grace, then it cannot be based
on works; if it were, grace would
no longer be grace.
Romans 5:1-2: Therefore, since
we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God

the many!

Grace

Romans 11:5: So too, at the
present time there is a remnant
chosen by grace. And if by
grace, then it cannot be based
on works; if it were, grace would
no longer be grace.
Romans 5:1-2: Therefore, since
we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we
boast in the hope of the glory of
God.

no longer be grace.

Grace
Romans 5:1-2: Therefore, since
we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we
boast in the hope of the glory of
God.

Discipleship
Ephesians 1:15-17: For this
reason, ever since I heard about
your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all God’s people, I
have not stopped giving thanks
for you, remembering you in my
prayers. I keep asking that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the glorious Father, may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may
know him better.
1 Timothy 1:1-2: Paul, an
apostle of Christ Jesus by the
command of God our Savior
and of Christ Jesus our hope,
To Timothy my true son in the
faith:

know him better.

Discipleship

1 Timothy 1:1-2: Paul, an
apostle of Christ Jesus by the
command of God our Savior
and of Christ Jesus our hope,
To Timothy my true son in the
faith:
Grace, mercy and peace from
God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord.
1 Timothy 4:11-14: Command
and teach these things. Don’t let
anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set
an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith and in purity. Until I come,
devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to

Jesus our Lord.

Discipleship

1 Timothy 4:11-14: Command
and teach these things. Don’t let
anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set
an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith and in purity. Until I come,
devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to
preaching and to teaching. Do
not neglect your gift, which was
given you through prophecy
when the body of elders laid
their hands on you.

The Spirit
Romans 8:1-2: Therefore, there
is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus
the law of the Spirit who gives
life has set you free from the law
of sin and death.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5: For we
know, brothers and sisters loved
by God, that he has chosen you,
because our gospel came to
you not simply with words but
also with power, with the Holy
Spirit and deep conviction.
Romans 8:10-11: But if Christ is
in you, then even though your

of sin and death.

The Spirit

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5: For we
know, brothers and sisters loved
by God, that he has chosen you,
because our gospel came to
you not simply with words but
also with power, with the Holy
Spirit and deep conviction.
Romans 8:10-11: But if Christ is
in you, then even though your
body is subject to death
because of sin, the Spirit gives
life because of righteousness.
And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies
because of his Spirit who lives
in you.

Spirit and deep conviction.

The Spirit

Romans 8:10-11: But if Christ is
in you, then even though your
body is subject to death
because of sin, the Spirit gives
life because of righteousness.
And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies
because of his Spirit who lives
in you.

Christ’s return
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10: They
tell how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true
God, and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead —Jesus, who
rescues us from the coming
wrath.
1 Thessalonians 3:13: May he
strengthen your hearts so that
you will be blameless and holy
in the presence of our God and
Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: For
the Lord himself will come down

wrath.

Christ’s return
1 Thessalonians 3:13: May he
strengthen your hearts so that
you will be blameless and holy
in the presence of our God and
Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: For
the Lord himself will come down
from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. After that,
we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever.

comes with all his holy ones.

Christ’s return

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: For
the Lord himself will come down
from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. After that,
we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever.
2 Thessalonians 1:6-7: God is
just: He will pay back trouble to
those who trouble you and give
relief to you who are troubled,
and to us as well. This will
happen when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven in blazing

will be with the Lord forever.

Christ’s return

2 Thessalonians 1:6-7: God is
just: He will pay back trouble to
those who trouble you and give
relief to you who are troubled,
and to us as well. This will
happen when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven in blazing
fire with his powerful angels.

Forgiveness
2 Corinthians 2:10-11: Anyone
you forgive, I also forgive. And
what I have forgiven—if there
was anything to forgive—I have
forgiven in the sight of Christ for
your sake, in order that Satan
might not outwit us. For we are
not unaware of his schemes.
Colossians 3:12-14: Therefore,
as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if
any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. And over

not unaware of his schemes.

Forgiveness

Colossians 3:12-14: Therefore,
as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if
any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. And over
all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in
perfect unity.

Adoption
Ephesians 1:3-5: Praise be to
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ.
For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight.
In love he predestined us for
adoption to sonship through
Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will.
Romans 8:14: For those who
are led by the Spirit are the
children of God.
Romans 8:16-17: The Spirit

his pleasure and will.

Adoption

Romans 8:14: For those who
are led by the Spirit are the
children of God.
Romans 8:16-17: The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit
that we are God’s children. Now
if we are children, then we are
heirs —heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order
that we may also share in his
glory.
Ephesians 4:3-6: Make every
effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of
peace. There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were

children of God.

Adoption
Romans 8:16-17: The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit
that we are God’s children. Now
if we are children, then we are
heirs —heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order
that we may also share in his
glory.
Ephesians 4:3-6: Make every
effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of
peace. There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were
called to one hope when you
were called ; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

Unity
Romans 3:22-24: This
righteousness is given through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe. There is no difference
between Jew and Gentile, for all
have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and all are justified
freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ
Jesus.
Philippians 2:1-2: Therefore if
you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if
any tenderness and
compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like-minded,

Jesus.

Unity
Philippians 2:1-2: Therefore if
you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if
any tenderness and
compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being
one in spirit and of one mind.
Romans 10:12-13: For there is
no difference between Jew and
Gentile —the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who
call on him, for, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

one in spirit and of one mind.

Unity

Romans 10:12-13: For there is
no difference between Jew and
Gentile —the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who
call on him, for, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

Righteousness by faith
Romans 1:16-17: For I am not
ashamed of the gospel,
because it is the power of God
that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to
the Jew, then to the Gentile. For
in the gospel the righteousness
of God is revealed —a
righteousness that is by faith
from first to last, just as it is
written: “The righteous will live
by faith.”
Romans 4:13: It was not
through the law that Abraham
and his offspring received the
promise that he would be heir of
the world, but through the
righteousness that comes by

by faith.”

Righteousness by faith
Romans 4:13: It was not
through the law that Abraham
and his offspring received the
promise that he would be heir of
the world, but through the
righteousness that comes by
faith.
Galatians 5:5-6: For through the
Spirit we eagerly await by faith
the righteousness for which we
hope. For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value.
The only thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through
love.

faith.

Righteousness by faith
Galatians 5:5-6: For through the
Spirit we eagerly await by faith
the righteousness for which we
hope. For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value.
The only thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through
love.
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