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September 22, 2019 – WSPC  
Pastor Laurie Brenner 
 
I Thessalonians 3:9, 12,13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our 
God because of you? … May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and 
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all 
his holy ones. 
 
REVIEW 

• God’s ‘yes’ in Jesus – our amen – fear barrier to our prayers 

• Fear to Faith = joining in Jesus’ intercession – religious transaction view of prayer – Jesus 
intercedes with the Father, and we participate, by faith, in that intercession 

 
Today – from fear to love 
 

“There are only two feelings.  Love and fear. 

There are only two languages.  Love and fear. 

There are only two activities.  Love and fear. 

There are only two motives, two procedures,  

two frameworks, two results.  Love and fear.   

Love and fear.”  -- Alan Jones in The Soul’s Journey  

 
How do we move from fear to love in our intercession for others? 
 
First – moving from a struggle of the wills to participation in the love of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit 

 

• "The Father gives himself in the Son, and the Son in the Father in everlasting delight, 
each in the other, and a loving embracing, the one the other ... Just as the Father 
ceaselessly contemplates all things anew in the birth of His Son, so all things are loved 
anew by the Father and by the Son in the flowing out of the Holy Ghost in eternal love.  
And this is the operative meeting of the Father and of the Son in which we are lovingly 
embraced through the Holy Ghost in eternal love."  -- Jan Van Ruysbroeck 

 

• "Prayer is the inner bath of love into which the soul plunges itself."  -- St John Vianney 
 
One early church father referred to the Trinity as the Lover, Beloved and the Spirit as the love 
between the Father and the Son. When we pray for others we bring them into this loving dance. 
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•  “Prayer is the human response to the perpetual outpouring of love by which God lays 
siege to every soul."  Richard Foster  

 
Prayer brings into the love of God – Father and Son and Spirit – that drives out all fear 
Old Testament scholar Patrick Miller reminds us that "Do not be afraid for I am with you" is 
constant in God's response.  "The underlying fear is taken away as one is found to be no longer 
alone or without help … In Jesus came God's enduring word of assurance, the declaration once 
and for all that you do not have to be afraid, for I am with you, I will help you.”  
 

• "It is strange that by promises of such sweetness we are affected either so coldly or 
hardly at all, so that many of us prefer to wander through mazes and, forsaking the 
fountain of living waters, to dig for ourselves dry cisterns (Jer. 2.13) rather than to 
embrace God's generosity, freely given to us." -- John Calvin 

 
Second – Love moves from Proud Impotence to Humble Reliance 

 
Laurie used the example of the twin girls at her family BBQ – the one sister knowing she was too 
small to help so bringing her twin to the mother for healing and comfort.  
 

• "If we truly love people, we will desire for them far more than it is within our power to 
give them, and this will lead us to prayer.  Intercession is a way of loving others." – 
Richard Foster   

 
Intercession is a gift God has given us – a place to love others with an unconditional love in 
Christ. Anytime we admit our own human limits, sacrifice our control and imperfect human love 
for God’s love in prayer we are dying to ourselves and that gratification of “doing something” 
for them.   

• "Prayer is one form of crucifixion, of our fellowship with Christ's cross, of our giving up 
our flesh to the death."   -- Andrew Murray 

 
Third – Moving from fear to love means moving from my limited capacity to love into the 
certainty of God’s “Yes” in Christ to every promise. Intercession confronts the fear that God is 
not good, or God will not respond in love. 
 

• “Prayers aren’t scientific experiments.  A skeptical attitude is right for science – ‘try it, 
see if it works’.  But it’s wrong for personal relationships, wrong for love.”  -- Peter 
Kreeft 

• “Prayer is the purest form of action” – Mother Teresa 
 
Jesus Himself – the “Who” of prayer – and the love of the Father and the Son which the Spirit 
draws us into is the answer to our deepest fears concerning prayer.  “There is no fear in love.  
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who fears is 
not made perfect in love.”  (I Jn. 4:18)   


