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“Hope in Action” – Preached September 29, 2019 
Pastor Laurie Brenner 

Scripture: Hebrews 10:19-25 

Prayer 
“Father, Your will is for us to desire truth, whereas we desire falsehood; Your will is for us to 
desire the eternal, whereas we prefer that which passes away; Your will is for us to desire great 
and sublime things, whereas we desire the base things of earth; You would have us desire only 
what is certain, whereas here on earth we love what is doubtful." St. Teresa   
 
We have discussed moving from fear to faith and love – how do we ‘hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess’ in the face of God’s silence or unanswered prayers? 
 
THERE ARE THE PRAYERS THAT GOD WE CAN DISCERN WERE BEST ‘UNANSWERED’ 

 
Silence due to disobedience 

 
Silence as “wait” – endurance building and discipline (Hebrews) 
Andrew Murray encourages us to "Just imagine what the result would be if the child of God 

had only to kneel down and ask, and get, and go away.  What unspeakable loss to the spiritual 
life would ensue."  

 
Silence as an experience of God’s holiness / otherness 
Patrick Miller in his book on prayer in the Old Testament points out that a number of 

prayers for help in the Old Testament are human words arising out of trust in God even when 
God seems absent, and that God's absence teaches us about his holiness -- his otherness. The 
willingness to live with God’s silence is a mark of humility – trusting God’s sovereign right to 
govern the universe.   

 
Sometimes “no” is the best answer and for good reason   
C. S. Lewis: "If God had granted all the silly prayers I've made in my life, where should I be 

now?"    
P. T. Forsyth: "We shall come one day to a heaven where we shall gratefully know that 

God's great refusals were sometimes the true answers to our truest prayer."  
 
HOW DO WE PRAY THROUGH THE PAIN OF UNANSWERED PRAYERS THAT ALIGN WITH GOD’S 
PROMISES? 

C. S. Lewis: "Every war, every famine or plague, almost every death-bed, is the 
monument to a petition that was not granted."  In the face of these unanswered prayers, we 
falter and fall and lose hope.  Anyone who has taken intercession seriously has been broken by it 
at some point.  What is our response?  
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Three stories that demonstrate praying into hope 
All 3 of these stories could look like unanswered prayer when we don’t know the entire story – 
Abraham looks out on a smoking valley, Jacob walks away with a permanent limp, and Jesus 
suffers unspeakable agony and is laid in a tomb … 
 
1. Abraham’s Prayer:  Prophetic Intercession testing God’s Just Character 

Begins with the faith the God is Holy and Just 
 
We pray into what we know to be true about God in Christ, not what we see around us.    
"In faith, apart from and above all feeling, we shall accept and trust an unseen Christ as our 
strength, and go on in the strength of the Lord God." – Andrew Murray 
 

 
2. Jacob Prayer:  Wrestling until the matter is complete  

Jacob wrestled the covenant blessing from every person and ultimately from God in the 
angel. Jacob prayers wrestle with God until the covenant blessing is affirmed again in us. 

 

Chaim Potok – There used to be a tradition, which may still be in existence in some Jewish 
communities, where if you had a complaint against God you stopped the service on Saturday. 
You went up to the ark, you opened the ark, and you stood there shouting at God until the 
rabbi finally led you away. 

Psalms of LAMENT – Address God directly – Voice their complaint – give their petition – state 
their trust in what is true about God – and vow to praise when God’s just and loving actions are 
evident in the world. [Psalms 44, 60, 74, 79, 80, 85, 90 are examples of communal lament] 

3. Jesus in Gethsemane – Thy Will Be Done 
Jesus agonized in prayer until “Thy will be done” was a statement of faith. Because of the 
cross, “Thy will be done” is not a mantra against disappointment – it is a victory cry that 
every promise of God is ‘Yes’ in Jesus Christ. 

 
 
The conclusion I rest in is that unanswered prayer is a mystery which I live under because I trust 
God, and His promise that in the new heaven and new earth “They will be His people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
Revelation 21:3,4 -- L 
 

“And all shall be well and 
All manner of things shall be well.” 

Julian of Norwich 
 


