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Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant, then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession. Although the 

whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

Exodus 19:5
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“We want a KING!”

1 Samuel 8:4. So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do 
not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the 
other nations have.”

Deuteronomy 17:14. When you 
enter the land the LORD your 
God is giving you and have 
taken possession of it and 
settled in it, and you say, “Let 
us set a king over us like all the 
nations around us,” be sure to 
appoint over you a king the 
LORD your God chooses. 

But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; 
so he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that 
the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but 
they have rejected me as their king. 

…

Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking 
him for a king. He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you 
will claim as his rights: 

…

When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you 
have chosen, but the LORD will not answer you in that day. ”

But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 
king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to 
lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”



Empire Kingdom

• Narrative based on Fear
• Human system
• The alien, the orphan, the refugee, 

the widow – expendable
• Life is cheap, sacrifice of others is 

acceptable to maintain one’s 
advantages

• Gathering of wealth is of paramount 
importance

• Reverence for power and authority

• Narrative based on Trust
• Godly system
• Outsiders brought in, Widows and

orphans cared for and protected
• Life is precious
• Serving others is the purpose of

leadership
• Desire to bring God glory

Two Ways to Rule



Numbers 27:15. Moses said to the LORD, “May the LORD, 
the God who gives breath to all living things, appoint 
someone over this community to go out and come in before 
them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the 
LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a 
shepherd.”

Genesis 49:10.  The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until he to whom it belongs shall come
and the obedience of the nations shall be his.

1 Samuel 9:1.  There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, 
whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son 
of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. Kish had a son 
named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be 
found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than 
anyone else.
Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, 
and Kish said to his son Saul, “Take one of the servants with 
you and go and look for the donkeys.”

1 Samuel 9:1.  There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, 
whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son 
of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. Kish had a son 
named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be 
found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than 
anyone else.
Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, 
and Kish said to his son Saul, “Take one of the servants with 
you and go and look for the donkeys.”

1 Samuel 9:1.  There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, 
whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son 
of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. Kish had a son 
named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be 
found anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than 
anyone else.
Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, 
and Kish said to his son Saul, “Take one of the servants 
with you and go and look for the donkeys.”

King Saul

• Had the looks
• Had the stature

• Wrong tribe
• Wrong occupation



Power & Prophets – Saul & Samuel

1 Samuel 12:13-17. Now here is 
the king you have chosen, the one 
you asked for; see, the LORD has 
set a king over you. If you fear 
the LORD and serve and obey him 
and do not rebel against his 
commands, and if both you and 
the king who reigns over you 
follow the LORD your God—
good! But if you do not obey the 
LORD, and if you rebel against his 
commands, his hand will be 
against you, as it was against your 
ancestors.

1 Samuel 13:7-14.  Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with 
him were quaking with fear. He waited seven days, the time set by 
Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to 
scatter. So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship 
offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he 
finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to 
greet him.
“What have you done?” asked Samuel.
Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you 
did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling 
at Mikmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against 
me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor. ’ So I felt 
compelled to offer the burnt offering.”
“You have done a foolish thing, ” Samuel said. “You have not kept 
the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he 
would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out 
a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, 
because you have not kept the LORD’s command.”



Power & Prophets

“Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on 
down to Gilgal. ”When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’s 
instructions.”
But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?”…
Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of 
Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely 
destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until you have wiped them out.’ Why did you 
not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?”
“But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the 
Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what 
was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”
But Samuel replied:

“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much as in obeying the LORD?
To obey is better than sacrifice,

and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
he has rejected you as king.”



David – a different 
kind of King

Saul – all about himself, his 
name, his way, his glory
God’s looking for a king for His 
Kingdom

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, 
since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.”
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance 
or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look 
at the things people look at. People look at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel 
said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he asked 
Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending 
the sheep.”

He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 
handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the 
LORD came powerfully upon David.



David – a man after 
God’s own heart

David – all about God, His 
name, His way, His glory
Kiddush HaShem – “to hallow 
the name” 

Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?
David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this 
Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with 
sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the 
name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom you have defied. This day the LORD will deliver you into 
my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This 
very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the 
birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know 
that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know 
that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the 
battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

Then David said to Abiathar, “That day, when Doeg the Edomite 
was there, I knew he would be sure to tell Saul. I am 
responsible for the death of your whole family. Stay with me; 
don’t be afraid. The man who wants to kill you is trying to kill me 
too. You will be safe with me.”

Abigail quickly got on a donkey and, attended by her five 
female servants, went with David’s messengers and became 
his wife.

But all the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers 
said, “Because they did not go out with us, we will not share 
with them the plunder we recovered. However, each man may 
take his wife and children and go.”
David replied, “No, my brothers, you must not do that with 
what the LORD has given us. He has protected us and 
delivered into our hands the raiding party that came 
against us. Who will listen to what you say? The share of 
the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as 



David – a man after 
God’s own heart

David – all about God, His 
name, His way, His glory
Kiddush HaShem – “to hallow 
the name” 

his wife.

But all the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers 
said, “Because they did not go out with us, we will not share 
with them the plunder we recovered. However, each man may 
take his wife and children and go.”
David replied, “No, my brothers, you must not do that with 
what the LORD has given us. He has protected us and 
delivered into our hands the raiding party that came 
against us. Who will listen to what you say? The share of 
the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as 
that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike. 
” David made this a statute and ordinance for Israel from that 
day to this.

“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you 
kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore 
to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and 
you will always eat at my table. ”
Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, 
that you should notice a dead dog like me?”
…Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at 
my table.” … So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one 
of the king’s sons.



The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, 
one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had 
nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It 
shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.
“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to 
prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the 
poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who 
did this must die! He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”
Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed 
you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave your master’s house to you, and your 
master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have 
given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You 
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of 
the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me 
and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’

Power & Prophets – David & Nathan



Solomon

2Ch 1:14-17 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he 
had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses… 
The king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as 
stones, … Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt and 
from Kue

Wise?
Empire or Kingdom?

2Ch 9:13. The weight of the gold that Solomon received 
yearly was 666 talents, not including the revenues brought in 
by merchants and traders. Also all the kings of Arabia and the 
governors of the territories brought gold and silver to Solomon.

Deu 17:16-17.  The king, moreover, 
must not acquire great numbers of 
horses for himself or make the people 
return to Egypt to get more of them, for 
the LORD has told you, “You are not to 
go back that way again.” He must not 
take many wives, or his heart will be 
led astray. He must not accumulate 
large amounts of silver and gold.

1Ki 11:1-3.  King Solomon, however, loved many foreign 
women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. …
He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three 
hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.



Judah’s Kings Prophets Israel’s Kings

Rehoboam
Abijah

Empire
Empire

(Judah) (Both) (Israel) Jeroboam Empire

Asa Kingdom Nadab
Baasha
Elah
Zimri
Omri

Empire
Empire
Empire
Empire
Empire

Jehoshaphat Kingdom Elijah Ahab
Ahaziah

Really Empire
Empire

Joram
Ahaziah
Athaliah

Empire
Empire
Empire

Elisha Jehoram Empire

Jehoash Kingdom Jehu
Jehoahaz

Empire
Empire

Amaziah Kingdom? Jonah Jehoash Empire

Uzziah Kingdom

Joel ?

Isaiah
Nahum

Amos Hosea Jeroboam II
Zechariah
Shallum

Empire
Empire
Empire

Jotham Kingdom Menahem
Pekahiah

Empire
Empire

Ahaz Empire Micah Pekah Empire

Hezekiah Kingdom Hoshea Empire

Manasseh Empire -
Kingdom

Zephaniah
Jeremiah

Habakkuk

Amon Empire

Josiah Kingdom

Jehoahaz Empire

Jehoiakim Empire

Jehoiachin Empire

Zedekiah Empire

the king (Jeroboam) made two 
golden calves. He said to the 
people, “It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem. Here are your 
gods, Israel, who brought you up 
out of Egypt.”

Asa did what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD, as 
his father David had done.

Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of 
Israel … and he reigned over Israel two 
years. He did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD, following the ways of his father 
and committing the same sin his father 
had caused Israel to commit.

Power & Prophets

Kings and Prophets 
during the divided 
kingdom

2Ch 10:14. “My father made your 
yoke heavy; I will make it even 
heavier. My father scourged you 
with whips; I will scourge you with 
scorpions.”



Ahab & Elijah

Now Elijah the Tishbite, … said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the 
God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor 
rain in the next few years except at my word.”

1Ki 16:30-33.  Ahab son of Omri did 
more evil in the eyes of the LORD 
than any of those before him. He 
not only considered it trivial to commit 
the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, 
but he also married Jezebel 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Sidonians, and began to serve Baal 
and worship him. He set up an altar 
for Baal in the temple of Baal that he 
built in Samaria. Ahab also made an 
Asherah pole and did more to 
arouse the anger of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, than did all the kings 
of Israel before him.

After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came 
to Elijah: “Go and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain 
on the land.” So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab.

Ahab went to meet Elijah. When he saw Elijah, he said to him, 
“Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and 
your father’s family have. You have abandoned the LORD’s 
commands and have followed the Baals. Now summon the 
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And 
bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four 
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

Elijah prayed; “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 
let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am 
your servant and have done all these things at your command. 
Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that 
you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
again.”

Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the 



Ahab & Elijah
1Ki 16:30-33.  Ahab son of Omri did 
more evil in the eyes of the LORD 
than any of those before him. He 
not only considered it trivial to commit 
the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, 
but he also married Jezebel 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Sidonians, and began to serve Baal 
and worship him. He set up an altar 
for Baal in the temple of Baal that he 
built in Samaria. Ahab also made an 
Asherah pole and did more to 
arouse the anger of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, than did all the kings 
of Israel before him.

Elijah prayed; “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 
let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am 
your servant and have done all these things at your command. 
Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that 
you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
again.”

Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the 
wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in 
the trench.

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he 
had killed all the prophets with the sword. So Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it 
ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your 
life like that of one of them.”

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.

He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that 
he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my 
life; I am no better than my ancestors.”

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?”

He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God 
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn 
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the 
sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 
too.”



Ahab & Elijah
1Ki 16:30-33.  Ahab son of Omri did 
more evil in the eyes of the LORD 
than any of those before him. He 
not only considered it trivial to commit 
the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, 
but he also married Jezebel 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Sidonians, and began to serve Baal 
and worship him. He set up an altar 
for Baal in the temple of Baal that he 
built in Samaria. Ahab also made an 
Asherah pole and did more to 
arouse the anger of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, than did all the kings 
of Israel before him.

life; I am no better than my ancestors.”

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?”

He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God 
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn 
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the 
sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 
too.”

The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the 
presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the 
LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a 
gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over 
his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.



Manasseh
2Ch 33:9 But Manasseh led Judah and the people of 
Jerusalem astray, so that they did more evil than the nations 
the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites.

2Ch 33:11 So the LORD brought against them the army 
commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh 
prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze 
shackles and took him to Babylon. 

2Ch 33:12  In his distress he sought the favor of the LORD 
his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
ancestors.

2Ki 21:1. Manasseh was twelve years old when he became 
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His mother’s 
name was Hephzibah. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 
following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD 
had driven out before the Israelites.

2Ki 21:10  The LORD said through his servants the prophets: 
“Manasseh king of Judah has committed these detestable sins. 
He has done more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and 
has led Judah into sin with his idols. Therefore this is what the 
LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such 
disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone 
who hears of it will tingle.



Manasseh

2Ch 33:12  In his distress he sought the favor of the LORD 
his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
ancestors.

2Ch 33:13 the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened 
to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his 
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.

2Ch 33:13 He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the 
image from the temple of the LORD, as well as all the altars 
he had built on the temple hill and in Jerusalem; and he threw 
them out of the city. Then he restored the altar of the LORD 
and sacrificed fellowship offerings and thank offerings on it, and 
told Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.



Josiah & Huldah
2Ki 22. Josiah was eight years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-
one years. He did what was right in the eyes of 
the LORD and followed the ways of his father 
David, not turning aside to the right or to the 
left.

When the king heard the words of the Book of the 
Law, he tore his robes. He gave these orders to 
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor
son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah
the king’s attendant: “Go and inquire of the 
LORD for me and for the people and for all 
Judah about what is written in this book that has 
been found. Great is the LORD’s anger that 
burns against us because those who have 
gone before us have not obeyed the words of 
this book; they have not acted in accordance 
with all that is written there concerning us.”

Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah
went to speak to the prophet Huldah, …
She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me, ‘This is 
what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on 
this place and its people, according to everything 
written in the book the king of Judah has read. 
Because they have forsaken me and burned incense 
to other gods and aroused my anger by all the idols 
their hands have made, my anger will burn against this 
place and will not be quenched.’ … Because your 
heart was responsive and you humbled yourself 
before the LORD when you heard what I have 
spoken against this place and its people …
I also have heard you, declares the LORD. Therefore I 
will gather you to your ancestors, and you will be buried 
in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am 
going to bring on this place.’”



Two Promises
Deu 28:58-65 If you do not carefully follow all the words of this 
law, which are written in this book, and do not revere this glorious 
and awesome name —the LORD your God— the LORD will send 
fearful plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and prolonged 
disasters, and severe and lingering illnesses. He will bring on you all 
the diseases of Egypt that you dreaded, and they will cling to you. The 
LORD will also bring on you every kind of sickness and disaster not 
recorded in this Book of the Law, until you are destroyed. You who 
were as numerous as the stars in the sky will be left but few in 
number, because you did not obey the LORD your God. Just as it 
pleased the LORD to make you prosper and increase in number, 
so it will please him to ruin and destroy you. You will be 
uprooted from the land you are entering to possess.
Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end 
of the earth to the other. There you will worship other gods—gods of 
wood and stone, which neither you nor your ancestors have known. 
Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place 
for the sole of your foot.

Gen 17:4-8 “As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You will be the 
father of many nations. No longer will 
you be called Abram; your name will 
be Abraham, for I have made you a 
father of many nations. I will make 
you very fruitful; I will make nations 
of you, and kings will come from you. I 
will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me 
and you and your descendants after 
you for the generations to come, to be 
your God and the God of your 
descendants after you. The whole 
land of Canaan, where you now 
reside as a foreigner, I will give as 
an everlasting possession to you 
and your descendants after you; 
and I will be their God. ”



Esther
Judah in Exile



Esther
Judah in Exile

Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of 
the other women, and she won his favor and approval more 
than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her 
head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

“Let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the 
king. Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of 
his realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the 
harem at the citadel of Susa. …Then let the young woman who 
pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This advice 
appealed to the king, and he followed it.

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of 
Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat 
of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. All the royal 
officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, 
for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai 
would not kneel down or pay him honor.

Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought 
up because she had neither father nor mother. This young 
woman, who was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure 
and was beautiful.

Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people 
…who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different 
from those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s 
laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. If it 
pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I 
will give ten thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators 
for the royal treasury.”
So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to 
Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the 
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would not kneel down or pay him honor.

Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people 
…who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different 
from those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s 
laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. If it 
pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I 
will give ten thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators 
for the royal treasury.”
So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to 
Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the 
Jews. “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do 
with the people as you please.”

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his 
clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, 
wailing loudly and bitterly.

Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in 
front of the king’s gate. Mordecai told him everything that had 
happened to him…and he told him to instruct her to go into 
the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for 
her people.

Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s 
officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any 
man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court 
without being summoned the king has but one law: that 
they be put to death unless the king extends the gold 
scepter to them and spares their lives.
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would not kneel down or pay him honor.

Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s 
officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any 
man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court 
without being summoned the king has but one law: that 
they be put to death unless the king extends the gold 
scepter to them and spares their lives.

Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that 
because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the 
Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows 
but that you have come to your royal position for such a 
time as this?”

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together 
all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will 
fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even 
though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”

Living as a Kingdom 
Citizen in the midst of 
Empire



Empire Kingdom

Two Ways to Rule

• Narrative based on Fear
• Human system
• The alien, the orphan, the refugee, the 

widow – expendable
• Life is cheap, sacrifice of others is 

acceptable to maintain one’s advantages
• Gathering of wealth is of paramount 

importance
• Reverence for power and authority

• Narrative based on Trust
• Godly system
• Outsiders brought in, Widows and orphans 

cared for and protected
• Life is precious
• Serving others is the purpose of leadership
• Desire to bring God glory

• Kingdom citizens are called not just to bring 
the message of kingdom to the world, but to 
BE the message of kingdom to the world

Which story will we trust?
Every day we choose



Power
&

Prophets
Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant, then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession. Although the 

whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

Exodus 19:5


