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Scripture:  John 14:12 – 14 
“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in 
my name, and I will do it.” 

 
Laurie begins this sermon with several stories of her prayer mentors in Scotland, ending with a 
letter from her friend Christine. Who are your prayer mentors? 
 
What do we mean when we talk about prayer as faith in action? 
 

• “Prayer is the purest form of action” – Mother Teresa 
 
Last week we anchored our intercession in the Apostle Paul’s assertion that, “Every promise of 
God is ‘Yes’ in Jesus Christ.’ In today’s text, Jesus makes a remarkable claim:  "You may ask me 
for anything in my name, and I will do it."   
 

• "Our best Father adds two things to impel us to seek prayer intently:  a command to bid 
us to pray; a promise to assure us we will receive whatever we ask." -- John Calvin 

 
Learning how to pray with faith in Jesus requires we move away from a focus on our prayers 
and our faith and redirect our focus to Jesus. 
 

• “I pray to get beyond myself, to indicate to this believing unbeliever that there is a 
territory beyond this bundle tied up so angrily in the night.  I pray to be relieved of so 
much self.  I ask to be extended.”  -- Alfred Kazin 

 
Jesus Role in Prayer  

The heart of intercessory prayer is Jesus alone.  Not our action or technique or words or desire 
or even faith -- Jesus.  He is the teacher, initiator, the one who prays and the one to respond to 
our prayers.   
 
Isaiah 59:16, the Lord looks and is appalled that there is no one to intervene on behalf of His 
people -- "so His own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him."  
Isaiah 53:12, we read that "He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors."   
Hebrews, it says that Jesus "is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, 
because He always lives to intercede for them."   



Over and over and over in the New Testament we read of Jesus' role as intercessor and 
mediator and how every prayer is made in Him and through Him.  (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 
8:34)  Jesus himself is our starting point. 
 
Our understanding -- our knowing -- the role of Jesus in prayer dramatically alters our prayers.   
 
If my prayer-view is that I am the prime mover, the center if you will, and the efficacy of the 
prayer lies in who I am or the way I pray then prayer is duty -- heavy burden -- a task that I dare 
not fail at.   
 
If my prayer-view is that Jesus is the prime mover, the center, and the efficacy of the prayer lies 
in who He is and what He has done -- then my role and the weight of burden shifts.   
   

• Quoting St. Ambrose again: "He (Jesus) is our mouth, through which we speak to the 
Father; he is our eye through which we see the Father; he is our right hand, through 
which we offer ourselves to the Father.  Unless He intercedes, there is no intercession 
with God either for us or for all saints." 

 
Moving from fear to faith means moving the starting point from me initiating conversation with 
Jesus, to me participating in the conversation which Jesus has already started and finished.   
 
So in the name of Jesus, we can pray with Archbishop Francois Fenelon:   "Lord, I know not 
what I ought to ask of you.  You only know what I need.  You know me better than I know 
myself.  O Father, give to your child what he himself knows not how to ask.  Teach me to pray.  
Pray yourself in me."  
 
This week, as you pray, imagine yourself situated in the middle of this ‘conversation that 
determines the course of all human history’ – the promises of God met in the intercessory ‘Yes’ 
of Jesus. Bring not only yourself, but especially others into this powerful love of the Son for the 
Father and the Father for the Son. When we do this, we participate fully in God’s saving mission 
in the world – and God’s saving power in Jesus is brought to bear in our world through faith. 
 
An Act of Faith 
O God, 
I firmly believe all the truths that You have revealed 
and that You teach us through your Word, 
for You are Truth itself 
and can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
 
 


