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Devotions for the Week of July 20 
This week’s devotional readings are taken from the writings of Dallas Willard, another trustworthy 
guide on spiritual disciplines that equip and empower the “grace sustained habits” of people who 
follow Jesus’ way, living into the kingdom of heaven. 

The gospel readings for each week continue to make our way through Mark’s gospel. Remember as you 
read to imagine you are one of the disciples. What are you discovering about who Jesus is from the 
encounters and teachings in today’s readings? 

Monday, July 20 
Psalms 96-100, Proverbs 20, Mark 7 

The first major step in becoming one of those who love their neighbors as themselves is to decide to 
live compassion. Now let us be clear: This is a decision to receive the abundance of the Kingdom of the 
Heavens as the basis for your life. Matthew 6:33 is what we do. We must understand it practically in 
order to turn loose of the self concern, the self-kingdom. This explains why neighbor-love is not the 
first, but the second, commandment. They are not two separate commandments, but one with two 
aspects. (Compare the closely associated teaching about forgiving others and having God’s forgiveness 
in Mark 11:25 – 26 and other passages. They are not separate things.) 
Dallas Willard, article on the Renovare website 

Tuesday, July 21 
Psalms 101-105, Proverbs 21, Mark 8 

“The revolution of Jesus is in the first place and continuously a revolution of the human heart or spirit. 
It did not and does not proceed by means of the formation of social institutions and laws, the outer 
forms of our existence, intending that these would then impose a good order of life upon people who 
come under their power. Rather, his is a revolution of character, which proceeds by changing people 
from the inside through ongoing personal relationship to God in Christ and to one another. It is one 
that changes their ideas, beliefs, feelings, and habits of choice, as well as their bodily tendencies and 
social relations. It penetrates to the deepest layers of their soul.” 
Renovation of the Heart: Putting on the Character of Christ. 

“Dear Father always near us, may your name be treasured and loved, may your rule be completed in 
us— may your will be done here on earth in just the way it is done in heaven. Give us today the things 
we need today, and forgive us our sins and impositions on you as we are forgiving all who in any way 
offend us. Please don’t put us through trials, but deliver us from everything bad. Because you are the 
one in charge, and you have all the power, and the glory too is all yours—forever— which is just the 
way we want it!” 
The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God 

  

http://www.dwillard.org/books/individual/spirit-of-the-disciplines
https://renovare.org/articles/how-to-love-your-neighbor-as-yourself
http://www.dwillard.org/books/individual/renovation-of-the-heart
http://www.dwillard.org/books/individual/divine-conspiracy
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Wednesday, July 22 
Psalms 106-110, Proverbs 22, Mark 9 

“Justice without love will always fall short of what needs to be done. It will never be as good as it 
should be. Justice without love will never do justice to justice, nor will “love” without justice ever do 
justice to love. Indeed, it will not be love at all; for love wills the good of what is loved, and that must 
include justice where justice is lacking. Justice is a fundamental human good and a prerequisite of 
many others. The correct understanding of love, and the intelligent overall orientation of our lives in 
terms of it, is the source from which all standards of virtue and right behavior and all the aspects of 
goodness of character coherently flow. That is certainly the view of Jesus and the New Testament, and 
in that view love is everything.” 
Knowing Christ Today: Why We Can Trust Spiritual Knowledge 

Thursday July 23 
Psalms 111-115, Proverbs 23, Mark 10 

“A very small percentage of those in the church stand behind a pulpit or sport certain kinds of 
identifiable clothing. The actual leadership roster of the church includes disciples ministering in every 
arena of life, in business, law, medicine, education, the arts, sciences, government, and religion. The 
objective of Jesus’s church-growth strategy was not to build a single, behemoth social institution with a 
limited set of ordained authorities. Instead, his Spirit was to be poured out on all flesh to effect a 
widening, deepening base of influence within every nation, worldview, and social institution.” 

“So when Jesus directs us to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” he does not mean we should pray for it to 
come into existence. Rather, we pray for it to take over at all points in the personal, social, and political 
order where it is now excluded: “On earth as it is in heaven.” With this prayer we are invoking it, as in 
faith we are acting it, into the real world of our daily existence.” 
The Divine Conspiracy 

Friday, July 24 
Psalms 116-120, Proverbs 24, Mark 11 

“We have generated a body of people who consume Christian services and think that that is Christian 
faith. Consumption of Christian services replaces obedience to Christ. And spirituality is one more thing 
to consume. 

… 

“The greatest issue facing the world today, with all its heartbreaking needs, is whether those who, by 
profession or culture, are identified as ‘Christians’ will become disciples – students, apprentices, 
practitioners – of Jesus Christ, steadily learning from him how to live the life of the Kingdom of the 
Heavens into every corner of human existence.” 
The Great Omission: Reclaiming Jesus’ Essential Teachings on Discipleship 

https://renovare.org/books/knowing-christ-today-why-we-can-trust-spiritual-knowledge
http://www.dwillard.org/books/individual/great-omission
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“The world can no longer be left to mere diplomats, politicians, and business leaders. They have done 
the best they could, no doubt. But this is an age for spiritual heroes- a time for men and women to be 
heroic in their faith and in spiritual character and power. The greatest danger to the Christian church 
today is that of pitching its message too low.” 
The Spirit of the Disciplines: Understanding How God Changes Lives 

Saturday, July 25 
Psalms 121-125, Proverbs 25, Mark 12 

“But the truth about obedience in the kingdom of Jesus, as should be clear by now, is that it really is 
abundance. Kingdom obedience is kingdom abundance. They are not two separate things. The inner 
condition of the soul from which strength and love and peace flow is the very same condition that 
generously blesses the oppressor and lovingly offers the other cheek. These Christlike behaviors are 
expressions of a pervasive personal strength and its joy, not of weakness, morbidity, sorrow—or raw 
exertion of will—as is so often assumed. 

… 

“So when Jesus directs us to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” he does not mean we should pray for it to 
come into existence. Rather, we pray for it to take over at all points in the personal, social, and political 
order where it is now excluded: “On earth as it is in heaven.” With this prayer we are invoking it, as in 
faith we are acting it, into the real world of our daily existence. Within his overarching dominion God 
has created us and has given each of us, like him, a range of will—beginning from our minds and bodies 
and extending outward, ultimately to a point not wholly predetermined but open to the measure of 
our faith. His intent is for us to learn to mesh our kingdom with the kingdoms of others. Love of 
neighbor, rightly understood, will make this happen. But we can only love adequately by taking as our 
primary aim the integration of our rule with God’s. That is why love of neighbor is the second, not the 
first, commandment and why we are told to seek first the kingdom, or rule, of God. Only as we find 
that kingdom and settle into it can we human beings all reign, or rule, together with God. We will then 
enjoy individualized “reigns” with neither isolation nor conflict. This is the ideal of human existence for 
which secular idealism vainly strives. Small wonder that, as Paul says, “Creation eagerly awaits the 
revealing of God’s children” (Rom. 8:19).” 
The Divine Conspiracy 

http://www.dwillard.org/books/individual/spirit-of-the-disciplines

