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Devotions for the Week of August 17 

This week’s devotional readings spend time with the various calls in the New Testament to live 
awake and alert. 

The source of the daily readings is N.T. (Tom) Wright’s book, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking 
Heaven, the Resurrection and the Mission of the Church. If you are meeting with your small group 
this week, there is a YouTube discussion you may enjoy (you can see Durham where Pastor Laurie 
earned her PhD), or maybe check out these Zondervan Master Lectures. 

Monday, August 17 
Psalms 81-85, Proverbs 17, Mark 13:32-36 and Luke 12:37-40 

When human beings give their heartfelt allegiance to and worship that which is not God, they 
progressively cease to reflect the image of God. One of the primary laws of human life is that 
you become like what you worship; what’s more, you reflect what you worship not only to the 
object itself but also outward to the world around.  

Those who worship money increasingly define themselves in terms of it and increasingly treat 
other people as creditors, debtors, partners, or customers rather than as human beings. Those 
who worship sex define themselves in terms of it (their preferences, their practices, their past 
histories) and increasingly treat other people as actual or potential sex objects. Those who 
worship power define themselves in terms of it and treat other people as either collaborators, 
competitors, or pawns. These and many other forms of idolatry combine in a thousand ways, all 
of them damaging to the image-bearing quality of the people concerned and of those whose 
lives they touch. 

Tuesday, August 18 
Psalms 86-90, Proverbs 18, Luke 21:29-36 

In a world of systematic injustice, bullying, violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought 
that there might come a day when the wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and 
weak are given their due is the best news there can be. Faced with a world in rebellion, a world 
full of exploitation and wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment. … 

...all the future judgment is highlighted basically as good news, not bad. Why so? It is good 
news, first, because the one through whom God's justice will finally sweep the world is not a 
hard-hearted, arrogant, or vengeful tyrant but rather the Man of Sorrows, who was acquainted 
with grief; the Jesus who loved sinners and died for them; the Messiah who took the world's 
judgment upon himself on the cross. … 

People who believe that Jesus is already Lord and that he will appear again as judge of the 
world are called and equipped (to put it mildly) to think and act quite differently in the world 
from those who don’t. 

https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Hope-Rethinking-Resurrection-Mission-dp-0062089978/dp/0062089978/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Hope-Rethinking-Resurrection-Mission-dp-0062089978/dp/0062089978/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRnXmn8X48M
https://masterlectures.zondervanacademic.com/surprised-by-hope-n-t-wright
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Wednesday, August 19 
Psalms 91-95, Proverbs 19, 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

What you do in the Lord is not in vain. You are not oiling the wheels of a machine that's about 
to roll over a cliff. You are not restoring a great painting that's shortly going to be thrown on the 
fire. You are not planting roses in a garden that's about to be dug up for a building site.  

You are -- strange though it may seem, almost as hard to believe as the resurrection itself -- 
accomplishing something that will become in due course part of God's new world. Every act of 
love, gratitude, and kindness; every work of art or music inspired by the love of God and delight 
in the beauty of his creation; every minute spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read 
or walk; every act of care and nurture, of comfort and support, for one's fellow human beings 
and for that matter one's fellow nonhuman creatures; and of course every prayer, all Spirit-led 
teaching, every deed that spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies 
holiness rather than corruption, and make the name of Jesus honored in the world -- all of this 
will find its way, through the resurrecting power of God, into the new creation that God will 
one day make. 

Thursday August 20 
Psalms 96-100, Proverbs 20, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

The point of the resurrection…is that the present bodily life is not valueless just because it will 
die…What you do with your body in the present matters because God has a great future in 
store for it… 

What you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building 
hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving 
your neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s future. These activities are not simply ways of 
making the present life a little less beastly, a little more bearable, until the day when we leave it 
behind altogether (as the hymn so mistakenly puts it…). They are part of what we may call 
building for God’s kingdom.’ … 

People who believe in the resurrection, in God making a whole new world in which everything 
will be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to work for that new world in the present. … 
resurrection doesn’t mean escaping from the world; it means mission to the world based on 
Jesus’s lordship over the world. 

Friday, August 21 
Psalms 101-105, Proverbs 21, 1 Peter 5:6-11 

To hope for a better future in this world—for the poor, the sick, the lonely and depressed, for 
the slaves, the refugees, the hungry and homeless, for the abused, the paranoid, the 
downtrodden and despairing, and in fact for the whole wide, wonderful, and wounded world—
is not something else, something extra, something tacked on to the gospel as an afterthought. 
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The ultimate future hope remains a surprise, partly because we don’t know when it will arrive 
and partly because at present we have only images and metaphors for it, leaving us to guess 
that the reality will be far greater, and more surprising, still. And the intermediate hope—the 
things that happen in the present time to implement Easter and anticipate the final day—are 
always surprising because, left to ourselves we lapse into a kind of collusion with entropy, 
acquiescing in the general belief that things may be getting worse but that there's nothing 
much we can do about them. And we are wrong. Our task in the present...is to live as 
resurrection people in between Easter and the final day, with our Christian life, corporate and 
individual, in both worship and mission, as a sign of the first and a foretaste of the second. … 

Saturday, August 22 
Psalms 106-110, Proverbs 22, Revelation 3 

Salvation, then, is not “going to heaven” but “being raised to life in God’s new heaven and new 
earth.” But as soon as we put it like this we realize that the New Testament is full of hints, 
indications, and downright assertions that this salvation isn’t just something we have to wait for 
in the long-distance future. We can enjoy it here and now (always partially, of course, since we 
all still have to die), genuinely anticipating in the present what is to come in the future. “We 
were saved,” says Paul in Romans 8:24, “in hope.” The verb “we were saved” indicates a past 
action, something that has already taken place, referring obviously to the complex of faith and 
baptism of which Paul has been speaking in the letter so far. But this remains “in hope” because 
we still look forward to the ultimate future salvation of which he speaks in (for instance) 
Romans 5:9, 10. 

… Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to snatch people away from 
earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord’s 
Prayer is about. 


