
 

 
 

 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 



Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                           O Come, All Ye Faithful                                      LSB 379 
 

Confession and Absolution      LSB 151 
 

 

Lesson for Christmas Dawn (December 25) 

Luke 2:1–20 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 

And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin. 

Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your 

visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Hymn                                  O Little Town of Bethlehem                           LSB 361 
 

 

Lesson for the First Sunday after Christmas 

Galatians 4:4–7 

 When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive 

in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                                 Of the Father’s Love Begotten  LSB 384 
 

 

Lesson for the Feast of St. Stephen, Martyr (December 26th) 

Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51–60 

 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 

Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of 

the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed 

with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was 

speaking. Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous 

words against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, 

and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up 

false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the 

law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change 

the customs that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that 

his face was like the face of an angel. 

 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear 

me. . . . 

 You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. 

As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they 

killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now 

betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 



 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But 

he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 

together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he 

called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ grant us grace to 

follow the example of the first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look to the One who 

suffered and was crucified on our behalf and pray for those who do us wrong; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                               Let All Together Praise Our God   LSB 389 
 

 

Lesson for the Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (December 27th) 

1 John 1:1—2:2 

 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life 

was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we 

proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. 

 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him 

is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, 

we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 



P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being 

instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the 

light of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                                    Go Tell It on the Mountain     LSB 388 
 

 

Lesson for the Feast of The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (December 28th)  

Matthew 2:13–18 

 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the 

child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. 

This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 

sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old 

or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 

what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud 

lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no 

more.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our lives 

may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                                         Away in a Manger    LSB 364 
 

 

 

 



Lesson for New Year’s Eve (December 31) 

Psalm 90 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You return man to dust 

 and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

For a thousand years in your sight 

 are but as yesterday when it is past, 

 or as a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away as with a flood; 

 they are like a dream, 

 like grass that is renewed in the morning: 

in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

 in the evening it fades and withers. 

For we are brought to an end by your anger; 

 by your wrath we are dismayed. 

You have set our iniquities before you, 

 our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

 we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

The years of our life are seventy, 

 or even by reason of strength eighty; 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

 they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

Who considers the power of your anger, 

 and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

So teach us to number our days 

 that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

Return, O LORD! How long? 

 Have pity on your servants! 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

 that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 

 and for as many years as we have seen evil. 

Let your work be shown to your servants, 

 and your glorious power to their children. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 



 and establish the work of our hands upon us; 

 yes, establish the work of our hands! 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend 

to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with Your 

Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                                Hark! The Herald Angels Sing      LSB 380 
 

 

Lesson for the Feast of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus (January 1) 

Luke 2:21–40 

 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given 

by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 

him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 

male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice 

according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 

in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and 

then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 

fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 

God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 



 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to 

shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts 

may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn                                          What Child Is This      LSB 370 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed      LSB 159 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Lord’s Prayer      LSB 162 
 

The Words of Our Lord      LSB 162 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
 

Distribution Hymns              Angels from the Realms of Glory      LSB 367 
                                           Angels We Have Heard on High      LSB 368 

 

Post-Communion Collect                                 LSB 166 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
 

Closing Hymn                             Joy to the World                                                LSB 387 
 

Announcements 
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