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Wednesday, 12/8 
5:30 – 7:00 pm 

 Sermon Series 
It’s been 400 years since Joseph was the vice-Pharoah over Egypt.  Now the 

descendants of Abraham are oppressed as slaves.  From a burning to bush to 
the parting of the sea, the LORD is faithful to deliver his people!  This exciting 

study through the first fifteen chapters of Exodus begins Sunday, 1/9. 

 

   
 

  

Wednesday Nights 
  

*Our study through the Book of Romans will 
resume Wednesday, 1/5 with Chapter 5.   
*TeamKid will begin back that night too.   

*Dinner is served! 5:15-6:00 
We look forward to seeing you there!  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
JANUARY 

 
01 – Bette King 
06 – Don Sheehan 
10 – Rose Price 
11 – Howard Thompson 
14 – David Kearns 
14 – Jerri Howie 
14 – Anne Langlo 
15 – Josh Huggins 
15 – Jakob Devlin 
15 – Sheila Britt 
18 – Charlene Ware 
19 – Carolyn Gates 
20 – Aubrey Johnson 
20 – Karen Smith 
21 – Donna Hills 
21 – Gary Hawes 
23 – Pauline Denton 
24 – Debbie Bolynn 
26 – Kelly Wakley 
29 – Dawn Melvin 
29 – Tanya Yow 
29 – Betty Robertson 

 

LUNCH   BUNCH 
 
Hi Girls, 
     We had a wonderful time at Ocean One in December with a great group. Goodbye to 2021 and hello 2022.   Time 
to make a change. Time to be the light for Christ.   I pray that our Lord will bless each of you as you bless others.  
    We are going to Saltaire Coastal Kitchen at Holiday Inn in Surfside Beach at noon on Friday, January 21. 
Sign-up sheets are in the side hall and front foyer, please sign-up by January 17.  
 
Lots of Love 
Shirley 
 

 
 
 

Joy Fellowship 
Monday, January 10  

12:00 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

         For those 55+  
 
Bring a covered dish or dessert 
and $3 to cover the cost of the 
fried chicken.  
 
And come prepared for some 
BINGO fun! There will be prizes! 
 
 

Widow’s Birthday Luncheon 
Sunday, January 23 
 after worship service 

Red Lobster 
 For information, contact Pat Hample 

at 843-748-0163 

 

Woman’s Missionary Union  
WMU 

Thursday, January 13 at noon 
Fellowship Hall 

All ladies invited! 
 

THANK YOU 
We’re blessed to be able to work for the church, and are happy to do 
everything we do. but we do thank you for the gifts of appreciation. Here’s 
praying for a great year.  Jo Anne & Shirley 

 
The Youth Department needs people to provide a meal for the Sunday Night Youth 
Activities. It would be no more than every three months. Call Jake or Joan Brewer 
(803-467-4464 for more information. 



Varina’s ♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫ 
Happy New Year! Tim and I pray your year is filled with health, happiness, and the many blessings the Lord will provide.  

We appreciate each one of you. You have blessed us greatly this year through your encouragement and love. We thank you for 
checking on us through this Covid journey: calls, texts, gift cards, messages, get well cards, and food. We are hanging in there 
and know the Lord will heal us in His timing. 

I also want to thank you for the Staff Appreciation money. It is very kind of you to remember me. 

Sunday, March 13 is the date the Harvesters will be with us. We are looking forward to hearing them share God’s Word through 
music.  

“The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior Who saves. He will take great delight in you; in His love He will no longer 
rebuke you but will rejoice over you with singing.” (Zep. 3:17) 

A big thank you to Varina, Members of the Choir, Praise Team, and  
Audio-Visual  people for a year of beautiful music & worship.  

From the Media Messenger...  
 

 I usually review a book I’ve read for the monthly newsletter, but this month I am 
wring about something entirely different. Several months ago a member of the 
church brought me a small box of ornaments that had been located within the 
church. When I opened it I was surprised to find Chrismon ornaments. Someone 
had taken special care to wrap each of them individually. 

Chrismon is a combination of the words “Christ” and “monogram” meaning 
symbols of Christ. Chrismon ornaments are gold and white, representing majesty 
and purity. Ideas for fashioning them comes from early church history and the 
Bible.  

During the mid-eighties Garden City Baptist Church had a Chrismon tree in the 
sanctuary. I remember my mother making some of the ornaments. Nearly all of 
the ladies who worked on those ornaments have passed away. I have called 
several people trying to find out if these ornaments are a part of that collection 
and what happened to the others. If these are from the original collection, that 
means they survived the fire in 2009. If not, they are still a special gift that we 
can enjoy during the Christmas season.  

The ones we have are displayed on the small Christmas tree in the Media Center 
window.  

 

                        

 

"Hello Children's and Youth volunteers! We are so 
thankful for the awesome 2021 year we have had, 
and for all the ways we have seen God work in our 
young people. I am incredibly grateful that you give 
of your time each week to have a kingdom impact 
on our student's lives. I wanted to start the new 
year out with an appreciation breakfast! Drop by the 
kitchenette area in the Children's hallway anytime 
between 8:30-9:30am on Sunday January 9th, 
2022 for a yummy breakfast before Sunday School! 
We will have a variety of breakfast foods, juices, 
coffee, and hot tea! See you there!" 



                                                             Youth Update – Pastor Jake 
This Sunday the youth will be wrapping up a series on Christmas that took us through the Bible to show how God worked in and 
through human history to give us the precious gift of Jesus. We learned about the love, hope, and joy that God blessed us with 
through sending Christ to atone for our sins! 
 
Before taking a couple week break for Christmas, we had our youth Christmas party where the students enjoyed a white-
elephant gift exchange, a delicious Christmas dinner, yummy desserts, fun (and messy) games, and a Christmas Bible Study. 
We are excited to go into the new year to see how God is going to continue working in the lives of our youth. 

  
 
                                      Children’s Ministry – Pastor Jake 

It is always a blessing to see children sing, worship, and praise their Creator! It was so 
wonderful to see many of our children sing the Christmas songs they have worked so 
hard on, and I know it brought a blessing to the congregation. TeamKID is also on a 
short pause for the Christmas season but will return Wednesday Jan. 5th, along with the 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. 
 
Attached are some pictures from the Children’s Christmas Party where Mrs. Lorrie read 
them a Christmas story that pointed to Jesus and His love for us, they played “decorate 
the living Christmas tree”, had “Happy Birthday Jesus” cupcakes, and were surprised 
with a stocking full of wonderful gifts and goodies!            
 

 

Great Living 
Christmas 

Trees! 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Church Cookbook in a Gift Bag still 
available. Cost : $20 

Ask at the Connection Center in the 
front foyer or the church office.  

.  

 

Women’s Ministry Circle of Friends (an open group of ladies 
meeting several times a year for food, fun, and fellowship) will hold 
its next event on Tuesday January 18 at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
The theme for the evening is “Timeless Treasures”. All ladies are 
invited to bring an object of special significance to tell us about: a 
souvenir, heirloom, gift, etc. and a finger food to share. 
 
For questions call or text Roberta Collins at 207-576-6222.  

 

Garden City Baptist Church 
 is a host church 

 

April 30, 2022 
Save the date! 

NO BREAKFAST in JanuaryNext church-wide breakfast February 6 



An update from “The Pond” (Meridzo Center Development Corporation) in Lynch, Kentucky 
-Eric & Sissy Rutherford 
 
I spent most of December in Virginia where I have been helping my siblings care for our aging parents. On December 3rd my 
father passed away at the age of 90. The loss is difficult, of course, but we were consoled by the facts that my dad confessed 
his faith, we were all able to spend time with him at the end, that he lived at home with my mom as long as absolutely possible, 
and that he did not suffer a long, drawn out, or uncomfortable exit. I was also very honored that my mother and sister asked me 
to officiate my dad’s memorial service. 
 
As I write this we are back in Kentucky turning our attentions to the year ahead of us. We have begun attending Eolia Baptist 
Church, where Drew Baldwin another one of our ministry members serves as the Pastor. I have filled the pulpit there a couple of 
times and the members have been very friendly to us. We have come to care about the people in that congregation, many of 
whom were already friends. I am also glad to have been able to support the Pastor and his family when they want to get away; 
and I look forward to preaching there again on January 2nd. 
 
Our ministry’s founder Lonnie Riley has quoted the old saying “Feed a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day; teach him to fish and 
he’ll eat for a lifetime”, only to make the point that you can’t help others in that spirit if there is no pond in which to fish. 
 
With that in mind the Meridzo Center Development Corporation, which Sissy and I lead for Meridzo Center, was created to help 
meet the needs for job opportunities and economic redevelopment here where the coal mining economy has collapsed. God 
has inspired and provided a coffee shop, a convenience store, a gym, an escape room, a mushroom factory, vacation rental 
homes, and most recently a wood shop. All have been used – some for just a season – to share our faith, to provide jobs and 
job skills to more than fifty people; to bless the community with products and services; to engage with employees and interns or, 
to serve as a catalyst for even greater things. God has cast a renewed vision for “The Pond”, as I now affectionately refer to the 
Development Corporation. He has revealed to me that He wants us to use His businesses to minster to the whole person and to 
continue giving opportunities to those who might not otherwise have them, including many of the people we are serving in our 
addiction recovery ministry. 
 
God is also sending servants like Luke and Morgan who I mentioned in last month’s report, that are the new directors of the 
coffee shop and wood shop ministries. Their arrival allows Sissy and me to support and mentor them and future directors; to 
focus on future business-ministry opportunities; and, to reach beyond our community to invest in the relationships God is 
building with other business-ministries all over the country to advance His Kingdom well beyond eastern Kentucky. I like to think 
of those as the ripples being created in “the pond”. 
 
We look forward to the coming year leaning on Hebrews 1:11 on this faith journey with excitement and anticipation, trusting with 
“confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Yet!)       

-In His Love and Service, Eric and Sissy 

 

The last three months have been crazy and almost unbelievable. Though we have been ministering in Japan for over seven 
years, it can be hard to convince people we are committed to being a part of the community. But God has amazed us again 
by providing a home of our own, just down the street from our previous apartment. Through some unbelievable 
circumstances and much help we were able to secure a loan and purchase a home from one of Michele's friends. 

While teaching English has never been very exciting for Michele, she has faithfully looked for ways to be involved in our 
community with both children and adults. First with her Moms & Babies classes and now through teaching English privately 
and at a Japanese friend's after school center. She takes every opportunity to show God's love to her students and to share 
with them her hope in Christ. 

Ethan continues his intense Japanese course two nights a week. His class is diverse with classmates from the US, Pakistan, 
Nepal, and the Philippines. He has gotten to know his classmates and has shared his faith and hope in Jesus 
with them. Please continue to pray for Ethan's language acquisition and for his classmates' salvation. 


	-In His Love and Service, Eric and Sissy

