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LOVE GROW SHARE PRAISE
Now the full number of those who
believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they
had everything in common.
Acts 4:32

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR
Essential. That word has taken on a new meaning. Workers, businesses, and products have all
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been deemed essential by our society. It has brought humor, and at times anger, to see what
others consider essential and non-essential. In my own home, I have three essential workers:
one who is working in the emergency room, and the others who are offering up fries with
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your burger. Don’t get me wrong - I am proud of them all, but it also saddens me to see what
our society deems as essential.
What is essential to you today? What are the things that cannot go missing from your life for
you to be able to survive appropriately? (I hope you are not saying french fries!) In matters of
faith, there are things that we have deemed are essential. These are given to us in Scripture,
and they reveal to us who God is, the components of salvation, and how to live a life of faith.
In Romans 5:3-5, Paul speaks of rejoicing in trials, for the tests produce endurance, which
leads to character, which gives birth to hope. Now there is an essential: hope. Paul says that
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“hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.” Later, in Galatians 5:22-23, Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit produces essential
fruit. The attributes listed are things that not only we need, but that the world needs to see.
Think about it: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control - those are the essentials our world needs right now. And we have them, or at
least we can have them produced through us.
As our world is searching for what is essential, I would encourage you to share “the reason for
the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15). And perhaps instead of seeing french fries as essential,
the world will long for a good piece of fruit!
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BE THE CHURCH
As we focus this month on our core value of sharing
the gospel and sharing our resources with others, we
hope that everyone in our congregation will continue
to search for ways that we can reach out and help
those around us. We are so grateful for the many ways
we have seen this lived out in recent months, and we
hope the spirit of giving will continue to grow and
thrive here at Faith Church!
To assist with this, we are beginning a new ministry
entitled “Be the Church.” The goal is to match up the
skills and gifts of those willing to help with those in
need of assistance. Both can begin by sending an
email to help@faithchurchrochesterhills.org. If you
have a need, your church body is ready, able, and eager
to help! Please send an email to the above address,
being as specific as possible regarding your need.
Likewise, if you would like to offer help, also send an
email letting us know your availability and what types
of services/help you are willing and able to offer.
We know that you don’t always need our help to
facilitate ways to be the church, but here are a few
ideas to get you started:

A CHALLENGE TO BE IN
GOD'S WORD
As a church, we have been encouraging you to
engage with scripture in 2020 by listening with
the Dwell app. The 5 day reading plan allows you
to hear the Word of God and meditate on it. We
have a paid subscription for the church, so contact
Julie if you need access. While we knew the task
would require great discipline, we also knew that
it was much needed. Little did we know how
much we would need a “lamp to my feet and a
light to my path”.
If you are on schedule (and even if you are not jump in!) this summer, we are going to find
ourselves in the wisdom literature in the OT and
working through Romans and the start of the
epistles in the NT. Timely areas to be reading as
we long for God’s wisdom in our lives, and we read
about how to be the church in times of challenge.
Wisdom, guidance, and encouragement: three
things our world is longing for today, and yet just
a few of the benefits we receive from being in
God’s Word. Do not walk through this time in
darkness; open up his Word and turn on the Light.

Mowing someone’s lawn or offering help with spring
planting/weeding
Offering to shop for someone who cannot
Making encouraging signs/art to be placed in
someone’s yard or on their door
Preparing/dropping off food or baked goods
Dog-walking for someone who has difficulty with this
Playing music (guitar, violin, etc) outside the window
of a lonely neighbor
Assisting with small automotive or household repairs
Helping with technology issues.
This list is just a start, we are hoping for your ideas too!
Please prayerfully consider how you can contribute and
get involved. Everyone has something to offer, and the

SAVE THE
DATES
JUNE 7

YOUTH SUNDAY

JULY 7

40 DAY FAST
BEGINS

JULY 6-10

@HOME VBS

body of Christ needs you! Email us today at
help@faithchurchrochesterhills.org.

AUGUST 16 CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
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MISSIONS GIVING UPDATE
One of the many attributes of God that we have
learned to appreciate anew during the pandemic is His
faithfulness. While events, needs, and emotions seem
to be in a constant state of flux, God’s faithfulness
demonstrated in His love, care and blessing to His
people remains sure and constant. In many ways, this
is similar to the faithfulness in giving to missions by
members of Faith Church. During the past several

The Lord has provided
and we know and trust
that He will continue to
do so!

months, giving to Missions has continued to be strong
despite the recent global pandemic. We are thankful
for the continued faithfulness you have exhibited. Your
faithfulness has allowed your Missions Team to find
additional opportunities God has presented in two
ways:
Make one-time contributions
Crossroads Care Center – To provide funding for
urgently needed ultrasounds for expectant mothers
Brian Evans - Pastor at 5point7 church in Detroit. To
assist with tuition costs as Brian continues to pursue
his Master of Divinity degree
Alexa Lawlor - Director of Connect the Nations.
Sharing the gospel with international students at
Oakland University.
Increase support to our missionaries
Your continued support has allowed for an increase in
the annual contributions Faith makes to each of our
twelve missionary families and organizations effective
June 1st. It is our prayer that this will be an
encouragement to them and their ministry as God
continues to work in the hearts and minds of the
people they are seeking to reach with the gospel.
Please be in prayer for discernment as we prayerfully
consider new opportunities as they present
themselves. Our prayer is that this is only the
beginning of what God will do through Faith Church as
we continue in our pursuit of Him and our desire to
share the gospel both globally and locally. To God be
all the Glory.

A WORD FROM OUR ELDERS
One of the names for God found in the Bible is
Jehovah Jireh - which in Hebrew translates “the Lord
will provide.” While this certainly always rings true,
the current environment has a way of reminding us of
this truth. This truth has been extremely evident in
God’s provision for Faith Church during the past
couple months. Through the faithful giving of His
people at Faith church over the last two-and-a-half
months, contributions in March came in right on pace,
April contributions were 30% greater than forecast and
May is also forecasted to be above normal
expectations. Most of this while we could not meet
together - praise God! Due to the stay at home orders,
there was a reduction in the revenue earned from the
renting of the facility to a homeschool group, but
again, God has provided with governmental assistance
through the SBA Paycheck Protection Program.
Additionally, through partnerships with our bank and
the EPC, we have been able to defer mortgage
payments without penalty for a few months to
maintain cash flow.
The Lord has provided and we know and trust that He
will continue to do so! Thanks for your continued
faithfulness and generosity!
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Faith Students are young people pursuing to
LOVE God and each other, GROW in our
Biblical knowledge, SHARE the gospel and our
resources, PRAISE God for who He is and
what He has done so that we can carry on the
work of Christ in proclaiming the gospel and
being a light to the world.

FAITH CHILDREN UPDATE
The Faith Children's ministry seeks to empower
kids to LOVE God and others, GROW in knowledge
and obedience, SHARE with others about God's
love, and PRAISE God for what He has done.

Faith Children desires to have God known and loved by
the children at our church. In pursuit of this goal, we
have been producing virtual content for families to

FAITH STUDENTS UPDATE

engage their children with God's word at home. We
have been releasing lessons twice a week, as well as
encouraging participation in family activities,
challenges, and personal interaction via Zoom.

The Christian life is one spent in community, which has
made this strange moment of sheltering in place

Summer VBS Plans

extremely jarring and difficult. Thankfully, God has

We are especially excited to announce our upcoming

provided us with an opportunity to engage virtually.

VBS event in July (7/6-7/10). Our theme for VBS, Share,

This past quarter we have been utilizing tools such as

captures the heart of Jesus's last command to His

Zoom, Instagram, and YouTube to stay connected and

disciples on earth. When he said "Go" 2000 years ago,

continue studying God’s Word. We gather twice a

that command echoes to all his followers even today.

week on Zoom to just chat or play games together. We

At VBS this year we will be looking at Jesus's followers

have virtual Youth Group on Sunday evening also on

who took this command seriously and devoted their

Zoom, which has been such a blessing. We have been

lives to sharing the good news of the Gospel with

posting weekly Q&A videos on Wednesdays answering

those around them. Simultaneously, while learning

any questions that the students send us. These

about these great men and women, we will also have

questions have ranged from “Why are there so many

opportunities to share with those around us by

denominations of Christianity?” and “Have the sign

reaching out into our respective communities. To

gifts ceased?” to “How did penguins make it from

register or to share this adventure with your family,

Mount Ararat to Antarctica?” and, “What is in the

friends or neighbors, click here!

communion bread at church?”.
Every family that registers will be receiving a packet of
The highlight of this quarter has been a continuation

materials, activities, and virtual lessons necessary to

of one of our highlights last quarter, when we were so

run their own at-home bible camp. Families are then

proud of the high school students for boldly sharing

encouraged to reach out to a few close friends or

their faith stories on our winter retreat. We have tried

neighbors and invite them to join in as they work

to continue to ride this wave of vulnerability through

through the VBS material. We are excited for this

our virtual resources, having the students share the

opportunity and look forward to seeing what God will

“happiest” and “crappiest” parts of their week. They

do through it! If you are interested in helping create,

also shared the Bible verses that remind them of what

package, or deliver content, or volunteer in some way

Jesus has done in their lives, which turned into a video

please contact Darren Anderegg.

compilation for Holy Week; and most recently shared
what they are thankful for in a video shown at the final

Please be in prayer for Faith Children as we prepare for

MidWeek Recording. It has been a blessing to witness

this event. Ask that the Lord brings many children to

their vulnerability and willingness to share for

Him through this experience and that His word is

encouragement to others as well as to receive

proclaimed faithfully and His name lifted high.

encouragement. If you want to check out the student
ministry, be sure to follow us on Instagram & Youtube
.
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In the beginning
was the Word, and the
Word was with God,
and the Word was
God. He was in the
beginning with God.
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CHANGES FOR CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY

John 1:1-2

God is always moving in His church, and as we follow
His lead, we know that things are never stagnant. As a
result, change is on the horizon for our Children’s
Ministry! Darren Anderegg, our Children’s Ministry
leader, has made a decision to accept a full-time
position as a music teacher at Roeper School in the
fall. Because of this, he will be resigning his position
at Faith Church at the end of the summer. While we
are sad to see him go, we are glad that God has
blessed him with a new opportunity and that he and
Erin will continue to attend Faith Church. Darren
states “I want the congregation to know that I love
Faith Church and intend to stay involved. I’ve also
deeply cherished the opportunity to serve both the
youth and the children and have learned much during
the years. I am grateful for the opportunities to serve,
teach, and preach and would not be the person I am
today without this church’s love and support.” Please
join us in praying for Darren and Erin as they follow
God’s leading to this new challenge. We are sure that
God will use them in amazing ways! Also, please be in
prayer for the church leadership as they search for a
new Children’s Ministry leader. We know that God will
provide someone who can continue to lead our
children into an exciting future of growing in their
faith!

40 DAY FAST
Faith Church is embarking on our annual time of
fasting and prayer for 40 Days. The purpose of this
tradition is so that we, as a whole, will narrow our
focus on the Lord and seek after His will for our lives
and our church. Our hope is to collectively seek out
the face of God as we look for His leading in our lives,
our church, and our community. Our theme verse is
John 1:1-2.
Fasting can be done in a variety of ways. You can fast
entire days, entire meals, or certain items, and it
doesn’t even have to be food. Maybe you give up your
favorite drink for a period of time. Perhaps you go
without one meal a week. If TV is your jam, turn it off
for a few days, and replace those times with seeking
after God. It’s not as important what you fast, as it is
why you’re fasting. The motive should be to let go of
things to create a desire and then place that desire on
God. It is us saying to God: “I desire you more than
anything else!”
Please do not negate the prayer element! As we give
up items that create a longing, that longing should
drive us to the Lord. However, instead of praying for
ourselves - we seek out the Lord for more of Him and
His ways. Specifically, we are praying for salvations, His
leading on our church, and His glory to be revealed in
and through our people. We have several corporate
prayer times you may join us for. Please read the
announcements on the app for specific corporate
prayer opportunities.
Our 40 Days begins on July 7 and will culminate
at our Annual Celebration and Congregational Meeting
on August 16. You can join us for the entire 40 Days,
one day a week or however you feel led.
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OUR STORYTELLERS PROJECT
Each of us has a story to share, and those stories matter. Good
stories go beyond entertainment value, often teaching important
truth in a way that stays with us. Are you interested in learning the
stories of some of our Faith Church family? If so, head on over to
our Faith Church Facebook page and check out our new weekly
series “Saturday Storytellers.” Each week, a family or an individual
from Faith Church will share details of their lives and their faith
journeys, giving us a little peek into their story.

Follow along and

get to know some of our members in a new way!

STAYING CONNECTED
During this time when we are not together physically, it is more
important than ever to stay connected in other ways. One of the
blessings of technology is the ability it gives us to continue to
share our thoughts and prayers, our resources, our needs, and our
hearts while we are unable to gather together. Faith Church has
several easy ways for you to connect with the church staff and with
each other.
The Faith Church app gives you access to a lot of information
and news on upcoming events and provides an opportunity for
you to submit prayer requests.
Visit our Facebook page or Instagram profile for current news as
well as easy access to the live- streaming services.
If you prefer, you can also call us during normal business hours
at 248-651-3535.
Please use any or all of the above ways to stay in touch with your
Faith family. We want to hear what you have to share!

NEVER MISS A MOMENT
248.651.3535

160 W. Hamlin Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48307

JASON SEWELL | Lead Pastor | jason@faithchurchrochesterhills.org
DARREN ANDEREGG | Director of Children's Ministries | darren@faithchurchrochesterhills.org
MONICA CAMPBELL | Administrative Assistant | monica@faithchurchrochesterhills.org
CONNOR DEWAELE | Director of Student Ministries | connor@faithchurchrochesterhills.org
RUSTY GAILEY | Director of Worship Arts | rusty@faithchurchrochesterhills.org
JULIE MAGRO | Executive Director | julie@faithchurchrochesterhills.org

