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We were recently with a group of families when one of my teenagers told my wife and me ”thank you.” This grabbed
the attention of one of our friends who marveled at how great it is to hear some kids still know how to say thank you.
To this, I replied, “That is why we keep them around…just to tell us how great we are!” I thought my reply was funny,
but her response knocked me off my feet: “So you are just like God!” What unfolded from that was conversation
seeking to answer the question why God commands us to praise him.
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We are commanded to praise God (Ps. 148). But does that make God egotistical? I
believe the reason that God commands us to praise him is twofold. First, it is for our
very best. God knows that we will be tempted to give praise and adoration to many
of the false idols of this world, but what will that do for us? It is similar to a parent
who has a child in the room when something inappropriate comes on the
television, “Look over here! What is over there will only hurt or scare you. Look at
me.” God calls our attention to what is most glorious: him. That gives us the second
reason we are commanded to praise him: because he is worthy! If God did not see
himself as the ultimate object of our affection, it would either mean he is inferior to
something he created or a lousy evaluator. Neither of those are traits of our God. So
in his love for us, he beckons us to pursue what is best for us…him. Our praise for
him both magnifies his greatness and our joy. Given that, may we pause and say,
thank you.



Have you felt disconnected or defeated in your efforts
to lead a Godly life? Are you searching for hope and
community but are intimidated that you may not
know as much about the Bible as others? As we focus
on our core value of praise, let’s remember that our
praise to God is amplified when we are in fellowship
with other believers. Joining one of our small groups
here at Faith is a great way to find that fellowship in a
more intimate way.

Some benefits of being in a group include learning
and studying God’s word together, having
accountability, developing a smaller support
community within the larger church body, and
sharing our trials so that we can give others hope. You
do not need to be a Bible scholar to be involved in a
group! There is a group for everyone: From a young
adult learning to navigate the world, a parent who
needs to connect with other parents, someone who is
grieving and looking for light, or someone seeking a
women-only or men-only group. Groups help us to be
strong as we do life together and learn about the
things Jesus came to teach us, becoming doers of the
Word and not hearers only.

Sign up for a group that meets your needs, or contact
Monica Campbell if you need assistance finding the
group that is right for you. To sign up, go to the Faith
Church app and click the “connect” tab to locate the
section to find a group. Soon there will be a new
virtual group forming which will examine five
different scriptures together over the course of five
weeks. At the end of the five weeks, you can continue
on or move to another group. This will be a short term
commitment and a great way to try out being part of
a group. Come be a part of this opportunity to
connect at Faith church!

G R O U P S

Purposeful (2 Tim. 3:16). Light-giving (Ps. 119:105).
Encouraging (Rom. 15:4). Successful (Isa. 55:11).
Eternal (Mt. 24:35). Perfect (Ps. 19:7). Powerful (Mt.
22:29). Satisfying (Mt. 4:4). Anchoring (Heb. 2:1).
Delightful (Jer. 15:16). Truthful (Jn. 17:17).
Foundational (Mt. 7:24).

These are some of the ways that Scripture defines
itself. However, we spend so much time looking for
those things in other places. As a church, we have
been using the Dwell Bible App as a way to stay
connected and grounded in Scripture. When we
started this adventure in January, little did we know
how crucial this time in God’s word would be. It is not
too late to join! We are getting ready to jump into the
book of Isaiah and the letters to Corinth-- timely
books for our current culture. Isaiah is a book that
declares God’s grace and glory for rebellious people.
Why would he do that? Because he promised, and he
is a God of promises! These books are meant to equip
you in this phase of life, and reveal God’s glorious love
for you. Taste and see for yourself (Ps. 34:8).
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Our Be The Church
ministry is a unique
opportunity to bring
your hands, feet,
and skills to serve
one another, being
on mission for
Christ.

Helping refresh the homes of people who are
battling cancer by partnering with New Day
Foundation. This could involve painting, installing
ramps and grab bars, helping them with yard work,
or possibly doing a grocery run for them
Raking leaves and assisting with fall yard cleanup
for members of our church family in need of
assistance
Serving lunch to the homelessServing at Rochester
Area Neighborhood House
Packing food boxes for residents in Detroit.

One of the ways we can live out our praise and
gratitude to God is by serving others. Our Be The
Church ministry is designed for that purpose. It is a
unique opportunity to bring your hands, feet, and
skills to serve one another, being on mission for
Christ. Our new ministry opportunity, Second
Saturday Serve, has been born out of our Be The
Church ministry. We will gather the second Saturday
of each month from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. to strive to be
a light to the world by serving our community. 

We will tackle a variety of one- day projects in the
community. Possible projects include: 

If you cannot attend in person but want to be a part
of this ministry, you can help in other ways such as
helping fill our freezer with a meal for future use
when a family has an emergency or a crisis. Drop off a
meal labeled with the contents and cooking
instructions at the church on the 2nd Saturday, and
we will have it ready when a need arises.

Many more opportunities will be offered, with plans
for one in-person project and one at-home project
each month. Please watch your email for further
details and a monthly sign-up.  Let’s praise God by
getting our hands dirty! Contact Monica if you have
any questions.

B E  T H E  C H U R C H

S e c o n d  S a t u r d a y  S e r v e



In Acts 16:25 we see Paul and Silas in prison singing.
Despite their bleak and uncomfortable situation, they
still muster up the joy to praise their God. We should
all remember that God is still good in the midst of our
own turmoil and learn a lesson from their example.
There are many things in this life (especially currently)
that are discouraging. But let us cling to the truth that
our lives as Christians are more than this moment of
life. They are eternal and have a purpose because of
Christ's great sacrifice.

This quarter I want the Student Ministry to embody
praising the Lord no matter the life circumstances,
because we acknowledge that God is on the throne
regardless. We are going to do this by enjoying the
Lord through not only the great gifts and blessings we
get, but also through the wonderful community we are
a part of. Whether in person or through technology,
Faith Students will continue meeting and seeking truth
together. We will continue to meet on Sundays for
combined youth group as well as separate middle
school meetings. Our high school groups will continue
to meet, and we will start having drive-in movie nights
in the church parking lot. We will also start having
Sunday school for the middle schoolers!

I am really looking forward to this next season as the
director of Student Ministries. I want to remind you
that I am always available to any and all of you and I
cherish getting to know you all better as time goes on.

F A I T H  S T U D E N T S  U P D A T E

While this last quarter has been strange in many
ways, I have seen the Lord’s faithfulness to our church
and the Faith Children ministry. We know on a
cognitive level that God is with us during the ups and
downs of life, but I think that this unique time has
shown us more clearly how God will always lead us
and provide for us if we remain in him. He is worthy of
our praise for his never failing love and faithfulness.
Though we were unable to offer as many activities
this summer as we have in the past, the unique
requirements of the time have opened our eyes to
new ways to do ministry and have illuminated the
value of our time together.

In my own life I have been blown away by God's
faithfulness to me. Specifically, despite the craziness
of a worldwide pandemic, God has opened a door for
me to pursue a passion I have had for many years.
Thursday August 20th marked the first day of
Seminary for me at Moody Theological Seminary in
Plymouth where I am pursuing a Masters of Divinity
degree. I am not truly sure where God is leading me
with this step, but I feel assured that this is his will for
me at this time. He opened (and closed) all the
necessary doors in order to lead me toward this path.
Last quarter I announced that I would have to be
leaving my role as Children's Director. However, God
has provided, and this fall the Children's ministry will
be hiring an intern to help take on some of my work
so that I can continue to be involved. God is so good
and so faithful! As we look ahead to the fall and
anticipate the arrival of a new passionate man or
woman to our ministry, we remain committed to our
goal of partnering with parents in the God-given
responsibility of raising children who know, love, and
fear God as their personal Savior. Watch for our
updates to see how we will be pursuing that each
month.

F A I T H  C H I L D R E N  U P D A T E
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We’ve been working hard to make sure you feel
informed and connected to Faith Church whether
you are worshiping with us in person or at
home.  We encourage you to download and use the
hub of all things Faith Church, the Faith Church
app. It has been redesigned and reorganized with
new features like the ability to watch sermons live
and view a calendar.  In addition to hearing from
us, you can use the app so we can hear from you by
signing in on Sunday morning or submitting a
prayer request. But the app isn’t the only way to
connect with us--follow us on Facebook and
Instagram to be encouraged and converse with one
another. Of course, you can always call us during
normal business hours at 248-651-3535. Please use
any or all of the above ways to stay in touch with
your Faith family. We want to hear what you have
to share!

S T A Y I N G  C O N N E C T E D

An important part of being the Body of Christ is
knowing and feeling known by our fellow members. If
you are hungering to be better acquainted with others
at Faith Church, keep an eye on your social media for
our new feature: Fun Fact Friday! We will be
highlighting some of our leadership as well as new
members and others, asking them some fun questions
that will help us get to know them better. Watch the
Faith Church Facebook page and Instagram to learn
some interesting new tidbits about that person who
sits near you on Sunday morning. You never know what
you might learn!

F U N  F A C T  F R I D A Y

JASON  SEWELL   |   Lead  Pastor   |   jason@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org

DARREN  ANDEREGG   |   Director  of  Children 's  Ministries   |   darren@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org

MONICA  CAMPBELL   |   Administrative  Assistant  and  Connections  Coordinator   |   monica@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org

CONNOR  DEWAELE   |   Director  of  Student  Ministries   |   connor@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org

RUSTY  GAILEY   |   Director  of  Worship  Arts    |   rusty@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org

JULIE  MAGRO   |   Executive  Director   |   julie@faithchurchrochesterhil ls .org
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NEVER  MISS  A  MOMENT

248 .651 .3535                  160  W .  Hamlin  Road ,  Rochester  Hills ,  MI  48307

https://www.instagram.com/faithchurchepc/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithChurchEPC
https://subsplash.com/faithepc/app
https://www.facebook.com/FaithChurchEPC
https://www.instagram.com/faithchurchepc/
https://subsplash.com/faithepc/app
https://faithchurchrochesterhills.org/

