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December 2021 
Monthly Newsletter of First United Methodist Church Fox Hill 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure... Hebrews 6:19 (NLT) 

“Turn the Page” 
I want to begin this article by giving thanks for the 
tremendous work done by a good number of 
people to make All Saints’ a success. Particular 
thanks to Marilyn Eubank for dreaming up the 
idea, and to Vibrant Worship, Martha’s Ministry, 
Kassandra, and all the others who made it 
happen. On the Friday before November 7, when 
we celebrated All Saints’, we lost another saint – 
Bobby Smith. A part of Bobby’s life led to this 
article. 
 

One of the outstanding stories I heard about 
Bobby was that on the day he retired as Captain in 
the Fire Department, he turned the page on his 
life and set out on a new adventure to work as an 
electrician. What is remarkable is how he 
mentally, physically, and emotionally prepared for 
the next chapter of his life and didn’t look back. 
Even when my life has changed and I start a new 
chapter, I’m often looking at the last chapter, 
trying to fix something, understand something, or 
remember something. When I began to work at 
our church, I looked back at my previous church 
for inspiration and understanding. When my 
children started college, I thought about their high 
school days. I consider myself reasonably good at 
moving on, but I’m by no means as good as Bobby 
was. When a new chapter started, he didn’t keep 
trying to live in the last chapter.  
 

At some (unknown) point, covid-19 will be less on 
the windshield and more in the rearview mirror. 
At some point, all the changes our church has had 
to make to adapt to a rapidly changing world will 
be the chapter we live in, instead of the chapter 
we are reading ahead in. In other words, change 
happens to us, whether we want it or not, and it 
may be better to meet it rather than avoid it. As 
Jesus said in Revelation, “See, I am making all 
things new.” (Rev. 21:5) So much of the Old 

Testament was about how Israel kept looking 
back at Egypt, instead of moving into the 
Promised Land. We Christian saints often do the 
same – we try to live in an era that has left instead 
of the one in front of us.  
 

As 2021 rolls into the rearview and 2022 becomes 
our reality, I invite you to take some time and 
reflect, perhaps in writing, on what you learned 
this year. What will you carry into 2022? What do 
you need to let go? What will you stop doing and 
start doing? Your list doesn’t have to be long. 
2020 surprised everyone in the world, and the 
surprises didn’t stop in 2021. 2022 will likely bring 
its own surprises, some good and some bad. 
  

What shouldn’t surprise us is that God is 
preparing us, even now, to face the future. We 
don’t need to know what the future will hold, but 
we do know Who holds the future. So, once you 
have reflected on what you have learned, what 
you will do, and what you will stop doing, I invite 
you to live completely in the next page of your 
life.  
 

In Jesus Christ, you are a new creature, created to 
do good works, to walk in the light, and to bear 
witness to the light. The nature of light is that it 
only lasts as long as the source of light is present. 
We walk in the light of Christ, together, into the 
next page of our lives. Be blessed, be well, and be 
present! 
 

Your fellow servant in Christ Jesus, 
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Martha's Ministry 
Martha’s Ministry is a wonderful group of ladies 
who give their dedicated service and outpouring of 
love to grieving families in their time of need. These 
ladies graciously prepare a reception for family and 
friends either at the church or in their homes. This 
ministry of the church, can always use more help! If 
you are interested, please call or email Marilyn 
Eubank. 
 

Dec Team Leader: Jean Pickin  
 

Dec Members: Anne Bryan,  Ann Drummond, 
Donna Fleenor,  Gail Gulla, Bonnie Hulton, Betty 
Knaub, Deanna McNeil, Karen Nolin, Susan 
Morehouse, Jennifer Williams  

•Shirley Boyd - Pat Parker 
•Sara Ward Felix -  Ken and Becky Felix's daughter-
in-law 
•Betty Gardner - Pastor Tommy‘s son-in-law‘s 
mother  
•Tom Sharp and Family - Pat Parker’s neighbor 
•Kathy Kromoff and Family 
•The Smith Family 
•Larry and Colleen - Pat Leary’s parents 
•Etando Clement  
•Sherando UMC in Stuarts Draft 
•James Britt  
•Laura Scott  
•Patrick Parker 
•David McGowen - Gail Gulla 
•Anne Ziglar  
•Doris Steele  
•Sue Hughes 
•Randy Collins and wife Jane Bennet - Pat Parker’s 
nephew 
•Dawn Davis and Family, her sister Liz, and niece 
Sherry 
•Bubba Watterton - Lee Ann Watterton’s uncle 

2nd Sundays are special Sundays! For the month of 
December, we will be honoring and praying for 
caregivers, those special family members, 
neighbors, or paid personnel who dedicate 
themselves to the care of others. That includes all 
of our people who are doing the same! You’re 
encouraged to bring them (or yourself) to church on 
December 12, where we’ll welcome them, pray for 
them, and thank them for selflessly giving so that 
others can live. Please note, we won’t be holding a 
reception in December since Music Sunday will 
involve a reception that same afternoon. 
 

Healing Service: December 13, 7:03pm. You are 
invited to come to our next healing service Monday 
evening, December 13. We’ll have a brief time of 
worship, reading, song, and reflection, and then 
have open time when you can have whatever needs 
you have brought prayed over personally.  
 

Christmas Eve: We will have two services on 
Christmas Eve – 4pm and 7pm. As in previous years, 
the 4pm service will be geared towards children, 
but both services 
will have 

First Fox Hill Friends, 
 

As we remember our loved ones this Holiday 
Season, let’s not forget those who work numerous 
hours behind the scenes to enrich our spiritual 
lives. It’s easy to take for granted our dedicated 
Staff, some of whom spend time preparing a 
message, a song, a bulletin, or a clean restroom. 
While other Staff members provide a nurturing and 
safe place to leave our children during church 
service, provide spiritual development for our 
youth and make sure all of our bills are paid. 
 

Let's show our devoted Staff how much we 
appreciate all they do for us throughout the year 
with a special Christmas Bonus. 
 

Donations will run through Sunday, December 
12th.  Please mark your envelope 
"Staff Appreciation" 

Please accept our sincere appreciation for the many  
expressions of love and caring which have helped us 
greatly with our loss of Bobby. We love you. 

The Smiths 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH PRAYER 
by Judy Grigg 

Prayer is a daily part of our lives, one of the 
means of grace. We pray alone, with others, in 
public settings. It is the latter that I wish to 
address. 
 

In the past, First UMC Fox Hill has engaged in 
prayer walks, with mixed results. Lately I have 
been moved to initiate prayer walks again, this 
time with an intentional focus and a desire to 
include everyone, even those with mobility issues, 
who would like to participate. 
 

The idea is to use the time between the beginning 
of the year until Lent to plan prayer walks in 
various areas of our community, to include but 
not limited to Buckroe Beach, downtown 
Hampton, Coliseum Central, and the church’s 
surrounding neighborhoods. Individuals 
interested in participating would attend an 
organizational meeting in February, possibly to 
include a “trial run,” and determine such things as 
the time to have these walks and how we divide 
into teams. 
 

Each Saturday during Lent, a group would meet at 
church to walk together in these areas, taking 
note of what they see along the way. Participants 
would then pray as they are led for people, 
conditions, and general concerns. After walking 
for around 30 minutes, the prayer group would 
return to church to debrief on the walk.  
 

These groups can be fluid, with different people 
taking part in this prayer initiative; how many 
show up will determine if we walk as one group or 
divide into partnerships or teams. I also want to 
make accommodations for those with mobility 
issues who are interested; prayer “drives,” with 
stops along a pre-determined route, can work as 
well as prayer walks! 
 

The primary desired outcome of these walks is to 
notice the needs of our city and for our church to 
consider ways we may help to meet these 
needs—yes, more than we are already! Other 
outcomes may include seeing direct results of our 
prayers: inviting people we encounter along the 

way to our church and/or to pray with them: 
becoming a visible presence in our community: 
encouraging more witness and outreach efforts: 
addressing in prayer the violence, animosity, and 
distrust among the citizens of Hampton; and 
being transformed more into the image of Christ 
by engaging in intentional prayer. If this sounds 
like “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world,” … well, it is! 
 

Please prayerfully consider joining in this ministry 
and let me know if you are interested. 
Announcements will be forthcoming, and I would 
like to be able to directly contact those who are 
willing to participate. We may consider having 
prayer walks once a month as we see results, in 
our community and ourselves. Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit acting in us and through us, we 
can make a difference! 

From the Food Pantry Team... 
 

The Food Pantry team is planning for something 
extra special for our recipients this December, but 
we would like the the congregation to help by 
donating traditional holiday products.  These are 
items we do not expect to find at the Food Bank 
and we plan to distribute them on December 22nd. 
  

We are looking for: 
Canned Sweet Potatoes 
Canned Evaporated Milk 
Canned Pumpkins 
Canned Turkey Gravy 
Bagged or Boxed Stuffing 
 

The Food Pantry team is so 
appreciative of all the support of the congregation 
when you place non-perishable, non-breakable 
products into the Food Pantry tub.  Moreover, it is 
the recipients who are so very grateful for this First 
UMC Fox Hill mission outreach into the 
community.  As they tell us, it makes a huge 
difference to them.  
 

Mary McAnnally 
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Financial Fundamentals  

FUMC-FH is hiring a Nursery Worker and an 
Assistant Nursery Worker. These are part-time paid 
positions. Please indicate your interest on the pew 
card, contact any PPSRC member, or leave a note in 
the PPSRC box outside the church office. 

 

Thank you, 
Woody Wilson, PPSRC Chairperson 

This report briefly addresses finances at FUMC 
Fox Hill.  The latest weekly and year-to-date 
information is in the weekly bulletin available at 
the church or through the link on our web site. 
 

As I write this we are approaching Thanksgiving 
and the year is nearly over.  First, I want to thank 
you for your generous contributions which have 
sustained First Fox Hill throughout the year.  You 
have been generous in so many ways.  We are 
current on our bills, the mortgage is nearly paid 
off (under $60,000 by the time you read this), and 
we are well on our way to having our priority one 
Conference Apportionments paid.  An over-and-
above donation allowed us to fund some great 
mission projects.  We have received funds that 
will be used to enhance our audio, video, and on-
line experience for members and friends both 
locally and around the world.  Our next step is to 
work toward set-asides for always expected 
future major maintenance.   Keep up the great 
support.   
 

And yes, this is the time to make those year-end 
donations which can bring your giving up to 
where you want it while qualifying for your 2021 
tax deductions when appropriate.  All donations 
should be in the church office by Thursday, 
December 30 to make sure they meet the cutoff.  
Or, another way to make sure that happens is to 
use our on-line giving opportunities.  You can 
make one time gifts or set up either weekly or 
monthly recurring donations.  These gifts can be 
from your checking/savings account (our 
preference) or your credit/debit card.  From our 
web page – firstumcfoxhill.org – click on “Give”, 
scroll down and click on “Give Online”, then 
follow the on-screen directions to set up your 
personal gifts.  [If you are reading this on-line, 
simply click here and you will be directed to our 
giving page.]  While there, you can also set up 
your 2022 donations and they will happen 
automatically. 
 

If you are shopping at Amazon.com, go instead to 
Smile.Amazon.com (it’s the same place) and 

select First UMC Fox Hill as the charity of your 
choice.  This will result in us receiving a 
percentage of your purchase price from 
Amazon.com at no extra cost to you. 
 

Please direct any concerns or questions about 
FUMC FH finances to our financial staff through 
the office or Bill Bryan, Finance Chair, at 851-0748 
or by e-mail to billb-1111@cox.net. 

Total One Fund – Through October 2021 

Income For Planned Expenses1 $483,057 

Total One Fund 
Expenses 
(excludes pass 
through2) 

Planned $559,120 

Actual $475,401 

Pass Through Income2 $4,193 

Pass Through Expense2 $4,188 

“Pay-It-Forward” Contributions $4,188 

LUMENs Fund Raiser Income $4,827 

LUMENs Fund Raiser Expense $2,759 

1 Includes regular and memorial contributions, building 
use income, interest, etc. 
 

2 This item represents funds contributed, but passed 
through to non-budget items, e.g., flowers, special mission 
programs, etc.  [Some pass through income was received 
in 2020; paid 2021.]   

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Hwhl8NhT9-VhaWMxTge6qLSP8DvQdH5rtbLvBpcRNcfo2jMEIoIpBpykmJEOmbYnP_CZsqETgWBtYO18_IaXSERNC8hy0CnKy7spJtMkKEIcm3KtxIFvGAGxkFqB8fyGvcbNd98-j5CEH5T3Ov81RmVonbB5aRAj2ZG01YlPh4c=
mailto:billb-1111@cox.net
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Fifty Plus Updates 

This is the “Last Call” IF we have seats left for  
Christmas Carol performed by the Williamsburg  
Players on Saturday afternoon, December 18.  Call us 
immediately and we’ll see what is available.  While 
not a “musical” in the traditional sense, this program 
does include music.   
 

Our annual “Planning” Breakfast will be on Saturday, 
January 8 at 8:30 am.  This year we will be at an  
establishment that has been in business on the  
Peninsula since 1972 – Vancosta’s.  Located at 3830 
Kecoughtan Road, Hampton, this is not the original 
one on Warwick Blvd, but still a classic.  We’ll all pay 
for our own meals, but we still need your reservation 
so we can have them set plenty of tables for us. 
 

Join us for a tour of the Virginia Musical Museum in 
Williamsburg on Friday, February 18, 2022.  This 
Tripadvisor.com top-rated museum highlights Circus 
and Amusement Park Attractions, Music Boxes and 
Nickelodeons, Phonographs, Organs, Pianos,  
Historical Facts on Antique Instruments, and  
Virginia's Most Famous Musicians.  Following our tour 
led by the museum owner, we will head to lunch on 
your own.  Cost of the outing is $15 plus your meal. 
 

Our March and April outings will be announced soon -
- watch all the FUMC Fox Hill correspondence for up-
dated information.  Ask your questions or make your 
reservations with Anne and Bill Bryan at 
abandbb1@cox.net, or by phone to 757-851-0748. 

mailto:abandbb1@cox.net
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Scouts  
Tuesdays - 6 p.m. 
Scouts BSA Troop 151 Meeting: FH - Stage 
Second & Fourth Fridays -6 p.m.  
Crew 1151 Meeting: Tri-X 
First & Second Fridays - 6 p.m. 
Girl Scout Troop 1038: Ed. Wing 

& 
Crew 1151 planning meeting: Dec. 3, 6 p.m. 
Crew Holiday Dinner & Overnighter: Dec. 17, 4p.m. 

Buckroe AA Meetings 
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. & Fridays - 6 p.m. 
Buckroe New Hope AA Group: FH - Kitchen 
Saturdays - 9:30 a.m. 
Buckroe Men’s AA Group: FH - Kitchen 

Meetings in Dec. 
Saturday, December 4 
9:00 a.m. UMW Advent Breakfast 
 

Sunday, December 5 
6:00 p.m. UMW Christmas Dinner Theater 
 

Tuesday, December 7 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting: Tri-X 
3:00 p.m. Ambassador Training: Narthex  
 

Saturday, December 11 
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, December 12 
2:30 p.m. Music Sunday:  followed by reception 
 

Monday, December 13 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Activities Team  
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee   
7:03 p.m. Healing Service 
 

Wednesday, December 15 
Anchor Newsletter Deadline 
12:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship of Circumstance 
 

Saturday, December 18 
 Fifty Plus Outing: Williamsburg Players 
 

Tuesday, December 21 
8:00 a.m. Facilities Team & Work Day 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Bagging for Food Pantry 

7:00 p.m. PPSRC Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 22 
12:00 p.m. Food Pantry 
12:00 p.m. Men’s Fellowship of Circumstance   
 

Friday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family & Children 
 Service  
7:00 p.m. Christmas Carols, Communion, & 
 Candles  
 

Saturday, December 25 Merry Christmas!! 

Weekly Worship & Small Group  
Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service: In-Person &  
 Livestream 
10:15 a.m. Faithlink Class: Classroom  
10:15 a.m.  Searchers Class: FH Stage &   
 Zoom; Passcode: 048189 
10:30 a.m. Modern Service: In-Person &  
 Livestream 
11:30 a.m. Intergenerational: Playground 
1:00 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal: Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. Anchor in Hope: 11 Ivory Gull Crest 
5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship 
 

Monday 
10:00 a.m. Tri-X Monday School: Tri-X 
1:00 p.m. Daylight Bible Study: FH 
 

Tuesday 
9:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Faithlink 
10:00 a.m. Shawl Makers: ESR 
6:30 p.m. HALF Group: ESR 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 a.m.  Soul Sisters: Faithlink 
4:30 p.m. Love Unites: Praying Parent Rm 
5:50 p.m. Wesley Bells Rehearsal: Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Karate for Christ: FH - Stage 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice: Choir Room    
  

Thursday 
11:00 a.m. Pastor Tommy’s Reunion  Group  
7:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study 

United Methodist Women 
Mission Sisters: 2nd Thurs at 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday Evening Circle: 2nd Thurs at 6:30 p.m.  
MOPS:1st Mon 6:30 p.m. & 3rd Mon at 8pm: Zoom 
Executive meeting: 4th Mon at 6 pm: ESR 

http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7888136039?from=join#success
http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
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This year the United Methodist Women’s Christmas 
dinner/theatre will be held on December 5, 2021 at 
6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Tickets cost $15.00 and 
are available for sale at the November Circle meetings 
and in the Narthex on Sundays on November 14, 21, 
and 28. All women are invited. Proceeds will support 
church youth programs. If you have any questions 
please contact Karen McNeil at (757) 570-0737. 

Paul Avery 12/1 

Kevin Malinowski 12/1 

Callum McDonald 12/1 

Benjamin Garner 12/2 

Tarah Spencer 12/3 

Mary Gore 12/3 

Debra Kravitz 12/4 

Vandy Belbin 12/4 

Rose Peretin 12/4 

Emily Capriotti 12/4 

Taylor Winston 12/6 

John DeShetler II 12/7 

Tanner Williams 12/8 

Austin Ellison 12/8 

David Kertesz 12/8 

A.G. Womble 12/9 

Anne Bryan 12/11 

Debbie Snider 12/11 

Samantha Seguin 12/11 

Helen Brooks 12/12 

Samantha Johnstone 12/12 

Sophia Tricarico 12/12 

Kim Quinn 12/12 

Tori McFadden 12/13 

Kathleen Moffat 12/13 

James Jones 12/13 

Bonnie Harper 12/14 

Lori Gillespie 12/16 

Marilyn Eubank 12/16 

Josiah Biondolillo 12/16 

Kerri Black 12/16 

Iris Avery  12/16 

Trent Lumpkin 12/17 

Ronald Bunch 12/17 

Sally Lewis 12/17 

Gail Gulla  12/17 

Debbie Charlton 12/18 

Mary Parker 12/18 

Kyla Pereira 12/18 

Scott Williams 12/18 

William Hoyt 12/19 

Ben Kessler 12/20 

Bruce Guthrie 12/20 

Sara McNeil 12/20 

A'nna Irby 12/21 

Vickie Carper 12/21 

Jim Weaver 12/21 

Joyce Winston 12/21 

Zaq Selassie 12/22 

Jim Dickert 12/22 

Richard Pollock 12/23 

Melissa Doughty 12/23 

Jean Kinard 12/23 

Tyler Brown 12/24 

Becky Felix 12/24 

Shelby Williams 12/26 

Kris Wayman 12/27 

Eddie Ridout 12/27 

Andrew Townsend 12/27 

Jessica Evers 12/28 

David Richardson 12/28 

Laura Sandford 12/28 

Kellie Hoyt 12/29 

Gary Greer 12/29 

Barbara Groover 12/29 

Paul Hogge 12/29 

David Klass 12/30 

Ryan Tuttle 12/30 

Eva Francis 12/30 

Nancy Stout 12/30 

Austin Welch 12/31 

Rick & Karen Nolin 12/6 

Woody & Joyce Wilson 12/7 

Chuck & Roxanne Farmer 12/14 

Bob & Glenda Helms 12/18 

Judy & Joseph Kertesz 12/18 

William & Christine Woods 12/20 

Chuck & Holly Blackmon 12/20 

Jeff & Peggy Doughty 12/30 

James & Susan Stephens 12/30 

Tori & Michael McFadden 12/31 

Operation Shoebox 
Thank you to all who prepared a Shoebox for 
Operation Christmas Child 2021. We collected 39 
Shoeboxes this year that will bring great joy and 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to boys and girls in 
need, around the world. Franklin Graham’s 
Samaritan’s Purse will distribute them and offer 
each recipient a follow up discipleship program, 
The Great Journey. In the past they have reached 
millions in over160 countries and territories. 
 

Sincere thanks, 
Mary Jane King 
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R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

MAILING ADDRESS 
LABEL GOES HERE 

 

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  
C H U R C H  F OX  H I L L  

Pastor:  Brian Sixbey  •  Assistant Pastor:  Tommy Markham  
Music Director/Organist: Mark Biondolillo  •  Youth Director: Larissa Luma  

Administrative Assistant: Kassandra Brown 
 

Join us on Sundays 
9: 00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.  Modern Worship Service 

Classes and groups available throughout the week. 

Can’t be here in person? Livestream us from our website  
 

www.firstumcfoxhill.org  •  www.facebook.com/firstumcfoxhill 
churchoffice@firstumcfoxhill.org  •  757-851-6302 

Download our App  Visit and like us on: 

https://subsplash.com/firstumcfoxhill/app
https://subsplash.com/firstumcfoxhill/app
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6dss-mALzDRE97vseJjAwg/featured
https://www.facebook.com/firstumcfoxhill
http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.instagram.com/fumc_foxhill/?hl=en

