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I am finishing this article in a guest house of the Norbertine monastery just 
south of Albuquerque, New Mexico. I have now attended three days’ worth of 
morning and evening prayer, fumbling through a book I don’t know yet how to 
follow and experiencing incense, singing the Psalms, and singing nearly the 
whole service. It is very calm and quiet here, though we are surrounded by all 
the usual city noise. I came here from Navajo country, where, although it would 
have been normally quiet without any city noise, the wind was howling and 
buffeting our bodies, ears, houses, churches, and cars nearly every day. And the 
worship among the Navajo was quite different – there were no books to fumble 
with (no order of service), many of the songs were in their language, and the 
preaching, prayers, and teaching went back and forth from English to Navajo. 
They had guitars, drums, keyboards, even a slide guitar, favored country music, 
and outbursts of the Holy Spirit were not unusual. But in both places, when the 
people talk to you, you realize they could be your next-door neighbors, though 
they live in a very different place with very different challenges and situations. 
 

In both places, the people have been gracious and generous, and in both 
places, I find myself grateful for their hospitality and the way they express their 
faith. The Norbertines might be quieter and more reserved than I prefer, and 
the Navajo’s might be more exuberant and joyful than I expect, but they are all 
being faithful to live out their callings. I look forward to getting back to my 
“normal” worship where I know what’s happening and I know what to expect, 
but a part of me will be hankering for the solitude of the desert and the very 
different experiences I am having here. 
 

Some years ago, I stumbled on a thought that has stayed with me ever since. 
The thought goes something like this: “My preferences really don’t matter – 
what matters is what someone else needs.” As a pastor, I would hope that 
everyone in my charge would like me and be fed by what I have to offer. And 
yet, as a pastor, I know that I can’t reach everyone, help everyone, serve 
everyone, and teach everyone. I have gained skills to reach, help, serve, and 
teach more than I used to, but my capabilities are limited, by God’s design. No 
one can do it all! And so, the bottom line is that it isn’t about what I can do, but 
it is about what God can do! It’s not all about me – it’s not about me at all. 
 

Case in point – during May, you were ministered to by several different 
preachers (all from our own congregation!). No doubt some touched you more 
than others. You also experienced a youth-led service, and perhaps some 
hiccups along the way. At the end of the day, however, only two questions truly 
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• Steve King: Nancy Geith 
• Joyce Pizzeck: Don 
Pizzeck 
• Annette Tollette: Pat 

Parker  
•Patty Biondolillo 
•Will Taylor and his 
Family: Neighbor of Donna 
McDowell 
• Augie: grandson of Ann 

and Bill Drummond 
• Mary Jane Allen: 
Valentina Payne’s sister 
• Navajo Missionaries  
 

We continue to pray for 
our homebound, those 

with chronic conditions 
that may require ongoing 
treatment, and those 
unspoken prayers. 

Acolytes Needed: Annual Conference will be held in Hampton, at the Convention Center, June 16-18 this year. 

We are encouraged to send two (or more) acolytes for the service of remembrance the evening of June 16. If you 
would like to be part of it, let Pastor Brian know asap. 
 

Communion: To help everyone receive the sacrament in a way that is comfortable for them, we will continue to 

offer a “hybrid” communion option for the foreseeable future, where those who wish to gather around the altar and 
receive bread and juice can do so, while those who want to gather around the altar with the prepackaged cups can 
do so, and those who want to take the prepackaged cup to their pew can do so as well. We began doing this on 

Maundy Thursday, and it appears to be a good compromise.  
 

I have been out of town most of May. Many thanks go to our wonderful Pastor Tommy for his steady and 

wise hands and counsel; for Pauline and Tom, our patient and serving lay leaders; to Judy for joining Pastor Brian in 
Navajo country and continuing to spearhead VBS; as well as our preachers: Tom Hite; our youth, who led Youth 
Sunday/Mother’s Day worship; Mark Biondolillo; Pastor Becky; and Jane Barbour.. Thanks also go to all of our 
fearless Sunday School and small group leaders, including my Monday Bible study, who decided to share leadership 
while I was away. It was a long, renewing, tiring, and complicated set of journeys, but I felt your prayers all the way. 
It is said that one important test of leadership is whether a leader can be absent and the work can continue – thanks 
to all those who took up the challenge to lead in my absence, we have passed the test and know that we are blessed 
with fine people all around!  

matter: Was God glorified, and was someone blessed and strengthened? I know 
that happened each week, because even though I couldn’t watch every service, 
I heard each one, and I found myself blessed each time. We have been blessed 
with a congregation that bears fruit for the kingdom of God, and I am proud of 
what has happened in my absence. 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote in a very different time and place from anything we 
have experienced. In 1 Corinthians 9, he wrote: “I have become all things to all 
people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake 
of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” (1 Cor. 9:22-23 NIV) I do not 
know that he would have written it that way in our times, because he was 
dealing with three different kinds of people then – Gentiles, Jews, and 
Christians. Today, we have nearly as many kinds of people as we have people. 
And yet, the underlying truth is there – the good news of Jesus is meant for 
everyone, for all kinds of people. 
 

When the wonderful Navajo team comes to us in July, I suspect you will find 
common ground with each in different ways. I also suspect you will find things 
about them that are either off-putting or difficult to understand. This is natural. 
What I encourage us to do is pay attention to how they will reach people we 
probably don’t reach right now. Then, I’d ask us to celebrate how they have 
enlarged us personally and our congregation and community as well. The 
bottom line is that it isn’t about us, or even about them – it’s about expanding 
the Kingdom of God where we live. That will, no doubt, happen. Praise God!  
Your fellow servant in Christ Jesus,  
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“Expectations” by Judy Grigg 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

If you or someone you 
know are in need of 
healing or strength please 
come take a prayer shawl 
out of the case in the west 
hallway. Anyone who is 

interested in joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry to 
knit or crochet should join 
us in the Edith Spenser 
Room on Tuesdays at 
10:00 a.m. 

Thank You!! 
 

Thank you for your generous 
donations of plastic bags!! It 
takes at least 500 bags to make a 
mat so keep them coming!! 

I had few expectations going to the Navajo reservation. My experience in the 
high desert was limited to brief trips to Taos and Montezuma, New Mexico. I 
pictured barren country, few people, and poor living conditions. These 
impressions were superficial; I found a place much fuller and richer than I could 
have imagined. 
 

I had been advised that the churches we would be visiting would be hours apart. 
My optimistic side questioned how that could be; on the map the distance didn’t 
seem that far. Yet I discovered that Becky Holland, Carol Hudgins, Pastor Brian 
and I would be in the car for hours each day visiting the churches partnering with 
Pure Water Ministries. The days were longer than I expected. 
 

I knew, from pictures, that the landscape held little vegetation. Yet how 
astounding it was to travel from one ridge or valley to another and watch the 
landscape rapidly change. When we got out of the car, we saw tufts of grass, 
small cacti, and beautiful flowers; Indian paint brush was my favorite. With little 
water to sustain desert life, there was enough vegetation to sustain the Navajo’s 
sheep. Anywhere there was a water source, we saw green fields and wildlife. 
 

I also discovered a beauty in the vastness of this place. Rock formations 
continually astounded me. How can that rock stay perched at that angle without 
falling, I would ask. Within two or three miles, the terrain would change from 
brown to red to green; I discovered patterns in the sides of the hills and 
mountains, different types of rock from volcanic activity and erosion over 
hundreds, even thousands of years. The intricacies of these God-designed 
edifices far surpass any human building. 
 

I expected modest, even poor, housing. Yes, the houses are modest but well-
kept, full of hospitality. Communities might have eight to twelve houses and 
trailers; most of the residents are related and look out for one another. There is 
pride in what they have. 
 

I had wondered about the education and the types of work of the Navajos. I 
found teachers, home care nurses, industrial workers, sheepherders. One of my 
favorite evenings was when I met Tom, an elderly Navajo whom I thought would 
have retired. To my amazement, when I began to talk with him, I found out he 
taught the Navajo language to the young people, hoping to preserve this part of 
their culture. He was patient with me as I tried to learn a few basic words and 
phrases. I soon found out that the diacritical marks above and below certain 
letters changed the length of pronunciation, broke a word into syllables, and 
indicated glottal and rising tones. That evening, I gained a high respect for the 
work and the knowledge of my hosts. 
 

Becky had primed us to expect a different type of worship, and Thursday night 
we all experienced what she recently called “revival.” We were at Light in the 
Mountain for a church dinner (Navajo tacos with fry bread!!) and to discuss the 
organization of their team’s trip and plans for VBS. Afterwards we then went into 
the sanctuary for communion and foot washing. As Becky and Pastor Brian 
passed out communion, the stillness in the sanctuary became noticeable. We 
then washed the feet of our friends with the towels/stoles that were made for 
this trip. Unplanned, after this part of the service, each of us who had a towel  

Continued p4 
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Martha's Ministry 
 

Martha’s Ministry is a 
wonderful group of ladies 
who give their dedicated 
service and outpouring of 
love to grieving families in 
their time of need. These 

ladies graciously prepare a 
reception for family and 
friends either at the 
church or in their 
homes. This ministry of 
the church, can always 

use more help! If you are 
interested, please call or 
email Marilyn Eubank. 
 

June Team Leader: 

Karen McNeil  
 

June Members:  

Ann Bryan, Ann 

Drummond, Donna 
Fleenor, Gail Gulla, Bonnie 
Hulton, Betty Knaub, 
Deanna McNeil, Karen 
Nolin, Susan Morehouse, 
Jennifer Williams 

was led to give it to someone in our midst. (How God led me to give it to just the 
right person is another story). 
 

Nothing more was planned, but spontaneously, music broke out. Robert and 
Sharon began to sing and play guitars with Pastor Brian on drum set. People in 
the congregations picked up tambourines to join in the praise. Eventually singing 
and praying ceased, but we all knew we had experienced a Holy Spirit moment. 
 

Services on Sunday followed suit as the Navajo pastors began the two services 
we attended before introducing Pastors Becky and Brian to bring the message. 
No time limit for the ending of the service is ever set. Worship time is guided by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Yes, the simple churches, some being built, some in expansion, others in repair, 
always have an altar, and a simple pulpit behind which are guitars, drums, 
sometimes a keyboard, and tambourines. Some can accommodate 30, others up 
to 130 people; all are kept clean and neat, ready for the worship central in the 
life of the Navajo communities. 
 

As different as all of this was to my expectations, I found one thing that we all 
share—a reverence and love of God, a belief in Jesus Christ as our Savior, and a 
power found in the indwelling of Holy Spirit. It seemed to me that without the 
detractions of the world—television, other media, crowded highways, and 
accumulation of “stuff,” the lives of these Navajo brothers and sisters are rich 
with the power of Holy Spirit, deep faith, and joy in the Lord.  
 

They will share their riches with us. Expect to rejoice! 

Cans 4 Conference 
******** Mid Campaign Update ******** 

 

The “Cans 4 Conference” campaign has only been ongoing for 2 weeks and 
already you have shown a generous spirit and willingness to support the less 
fortunate in our community. With high inflation and increased food prices many 
are not able to put food on the table without the help from our Food Pantry.  
 

I wanted to let you know what has been collected so far: 
 

Canned Tuna - 45 cans 
Canned Chicken - 7 cans 
Canned chili, beef stew, Brunswick stew - 18 cans 
Spam type canned meat - 9 cans 
Cans of chunky type meaty soups - 0 
Canned fruit - 1 
Canned pasta (Chef Boy R Dee type) - 23 cans 
Baked beans/pork and beans - 14 cans 
 

I want to thank everyone that has donated and encourage your continued 
support. A tub labeled “Cans 4 Conference” will remain available through June 
13. Thank you in advance for your donation. Again, all of the food collected will 
stay locally and help our food pantry team in their important outreach mission in 
our community.  
 

Thank You, 
Mike Williams 
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Total One Fund  
Through April 2022 

Income For Planned 

Expenses1 

$181,680 

Total One 

Fund 

Expenses 
(excludes 

pass 

through2) 

Planned $211,868 

Actual $186,794 

Pass Through 

Income2 

$9,756 

Pass Through 

Expense2 

$26,816 

“Pay-It-Forward” 

Contributions 

$1,165 

LUMENs Fund Raiser 

Income 

$2,380 

LUMENs Fund Raiser 

Expense 

$0 

1 Includes regular and memorial 

contributions, building use 

income, interest, etc. 
 

2 This item represents funds 

contributed, but passed through 

to non-budget items, e.g., flowers, 

special mission programs, etc. 

[Some pass through income was 
received in 2021; paid 2022.]  

Financial Fundamentals  

Fifty Plus Updates 
We enjoyed restarting The Fifty Plus outings following the COVID hiatus and the 
2021-2022 season is now over. We will have our planning time for the 2022 – 
23 season in late July or early August, probably as another potluck picnic in the 
park. Have something you would like to do? Let us know as soon as possible so 
we can look into it. 
 

Contact Anne or Bill Bryan with your ideas – in person,  
at abandbb1@cox.net, or by phone to 757-851-0748.  

This report briefly addresses finances at FUMC Fox Hill. The latest weekly and 
year-to-date information is in the weekly bulletin available at the church or 
through the link on our web site. 
 

FUMC Fox Hill continues to operate on acceptably solid financial ground. Our 
income held fairly steady through February, but is down slightly in March and 
April. The careful spending by the staff and volunteers here at your church 
means we have spent only slightly more than we have brought in to date.  
Thanks to all! 
 

We are looking forward to a celebration this summer marking the “burning of 
our mortgage”! As of the end of April our balance is $13,223 which means only 
two more payments! That is truly exciting, and a tribute to the strength and 
generosity of our congregation, but please don’t think of it as a reason to lower 
your financial commitment. We will no longer be sending that loan payment to 
the bank, but are looking forward to being able to use those funds for other 
church work. Your support is no less important. 
 

This is a reminder that you will soon have an opportunity to contribute toward 
our really special Vacation Bible School. In July, a mission team from the Navajo 
nation in the “Four Corners” will be here to lead us in this extraordinary 
program. Funding is important.  
 

By now you should have received your quarterly donation statement for three 
months of 2022. If you have any questions or found any difference between 
your records and ours, please promptly contact Pat Parker, Financial Secretary, 
at the number on the statement or by e-mail to paparker1@cox.net. If you did 
not receive a statement and expected one, also let us know so we can follow-
up. 
 

We want to remind all you Amazon shoppers, to log into Smile.Amazon.com 
(instead of just Amazon.com) and select First UMC Fox Hill as the charity of your 
choice so we will receive a small portion of your purchase price at no additional 
cost to you.  
 

Please direct any concerns or questions about FUMC FH finances to our 
financial staff through the office or Bill Bryan, Finance Chair, at 851-0748 or by  
e-mail to billb-1111@cox.net. 

mailto:abandbb1@cox.net
mailto:paparker1@cox.net
mailto:billb-1111@cox.net
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Staff 
 

Pastor 
Brian Sixbey 

 

Assistant Pastor 
Tommy Markham  

 

Music Director/Organist 
Mark Biondolillo 

 

Youth Director 
Larissa Luma  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Kassandra Brown 

Church Info 
 

www.firstumcfoxhill.org  
www.facebook.com/

firstumcfoxhill 
 

Church Office: 
Hours: M-F 9-4 

churchoffice@firstumcfoxhill.org 
757-851-6302 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:30 a.m. Modern Service 
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Birthdays Anniversaries 
Bonnie Herncall 6/1 

Megan Pudliner 6/1 

Carl Andrews 6/1 

Nicole Burns 6/1 

Nancy Verry 6/1 

Sarah Green 6/1 

Keith Melanson Jr. 6/1 

Walt Taylor 6/2 

Matthew Delk 6/2 

Luna Lauffer 6/2 

Joyce Fly  6/3 

Barbara Arbogast 6/3 

Laura Scott 6/3 

James Johnston 6/5 

Charles Winston Jr. 6/6 

Tom Gore 6/7 

Jessica Ackley 6/7 

Patrick Overby 6/8 

Ella Ferguson 6/8 

David Fly  6/8 

David Powell 6/9 

Claudia Seely 6/10 

Peter Capriotti 6/10 

Sandra Palko 6/10 

Marji Cochran 6/10 

Richard Shearer 6/11 

Heather Dunn 6/12 

Shelby Wright 6/12 

Elizabeth Casey 6/12 

Austin Brandt 6/13 

Zachary Godwin 6/13 

Lanie Avery 6/14 

Mason Green 6/14 

Debbie Apperson 6/14 

Jeffrey Verry Jr. 6/15 

Becky Johnson 6/15 

Dylan Horsley 6/16 

Brandi Ammons 6/17 

Lotus Johnson 6/17 

Fred Worthington 6/18 

Delsie Sasser 6/19 

Katie Kessler 6/21 

Clifford Shaffer Sr. 6/21 

Brittany Dow 6/21 

Larry Sheppard 6/21 

Linda Williams 6/22 

Susan Stephens 6/22 

Patricia Shaffer 6/22 

Jacob Caricofe 6/22 

Les Sapp Jr. 6/22 

John Blackmon 6/23 

Morgan Barbour 6/23 

Mark Doughty 6/23 

Ron Charlton 6/24 

Jonathan Musser 6/24 

Christine Brooker 6/24 

Lynne Bunting 6/24 

Greg Fisher 6/25 

Jeremy Palmer 6/26 

Amy Johnson 6/26 

Amnobe Clement 6/26 

Nancy Johnston 6/26 

Jeanne Godwin 6/27 

Carol Johnson 6/27 

David Messick Jr. 6/27 

Sue Hughes 6/28 

Roland Stanworth II 6/29 

Jesse Hughes 6/29 

Donna Greer 6/29 

Nathan Graybeal 6/29 

Gabriel Scott 6/29 

Mike Avery 6/29 

Christopher Brooks 6/29 

James Roark & Doyle Redding 6/1 

Jason & Lora Cochran 6/3 

Ray & Tanya Ammons 6/4 

Brian & Marilyn Eubank Sr. 6/5 

Matthew & Laura Delk 6/6 

Les & Deb Ware 6/7 

Jeffrey & Stephanie Zeiber 6/7 

John & Karen DeShetler II 6/10 

Nick & Kim Quinn 6/13 

Steve & Jenny Howell 6/14 

Samuel & Lori Gillespie 6/14 

Rusty & Sherrie Kellam III 6/16 

Stephen & Emily Struck 6/16 

Bill & Anne Bryan 6/17 

Janet & Rick Holden 6/19 

Bruce & Donna Fleenor 6/19 

Doug & Karen Carr 6/21 

George & Carroll Honeycutt 6/25 

John & Jean Pickin 6/25 

Sally & Robert Brown 6/26 

Robert & Judy Smith Jr. 6/26 

Brian & Katie Thurston 6/28 

Marshall & Mary Johnson 6/28 

Cliff & Connie Rowe 6/30 

Robert & Maude Casey 6/30 
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United Methodist Women 
Mission Sisters: 2nd Thurs, 10 a.m. 
 

Thursday Evening Circle: 2nd Thurs 
at 6:30 p.m.  
 

MOPS: 1st Mon 6:30 p.m. & 3rd 

Mon at 8pm: Zoom 
 

Executive meeting: 4th Mon at  
6 pm: ESR 

Scouts  
Tuesdays - 6 p.m. 
Scout Troop 151 & Pack 151 
Meeting: FH  
 

Second & Fourth Fridays -6 p.m.  
Crew 1151 Meeting: Tri-X 
 

Fridays - 6 p.m. 
Girl Scout Troop 1038: Ed. Wing 

Buckroe AA Meetings 
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. &  
Fridays - 6 p.m. 
Buckroe New Hope AA Group:  
FH - Kitchen 
 

Saturdays - 9:00 a.m. 
Buckroe Men’s AA Group:  
FH - Kitchen 

Small Groups 
Monday 
10:00 a.m. Tri-X Monday School 
1:00 p.m. Daylight Bible Study 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. Shawl Makers: ESR 
 

Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. Soul Sisters: Faithlink 
4:00 p.m. Love Unites: PP 
5:50 p.m. Wesley Bells Rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Karate for Christ: FH 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Thursday 
9:00 a.m. Women in the Word: 
 Faithlink 
11:00 a.m. Pastor Tommy’s 
 Reunion Group  
4:30 p.m. TABS: Tri-X 
7:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study 

June Happenings 
 

Sunday, June 5 
12:45 p.m. Fifty Plus Outing: Little Theater of Virginia Beach: Clue: On Stage 
 

Tuesday, June 7 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting: Tri-X 
 

Saturday, June 11 
2:00 p.m. Brown Family Baby Shower (private event): FH Kitchen 
 

Monday, June 13 
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee 
7:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting: Tri-x 
 

Wednesday, June 15 Church Office Closed 
Anchor Newsletter Deadline 
12:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship of Circumstance 
 

Friday, June 17 
5:30 p.m. Annual Conference Dinner: FH Both Sides 
 

Saturday, June 18 
2:30 p.m. Cindy & Mark’s Wedding: Sanctuary 
 

Sunday June 19  
Father’s Day & Graduation Sunday 
 

Tuesday, June 21 
8:00 a.m. Facilities Team Work Day 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting: Tri-x 
11:00 a.m. Bagging For Food Pantry 
12:00 p.m. Men’s Fellowship of Circumstance: LongHorn 
7:00 p.m. PPSRC Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 22 
12:00 p.m. Food Pantry 
6:30 p.m. Safety Briefing: FH 
 

Saturday, June 25 
6:00 p.m. Youth: Schools out Celebration 
 

Sunday, June 26 
11:30 a.m. Singles Lunch Group 

June 2022  
Sunday’s Schedule 

 

9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service: In-Person & Livestream 
10:15 a.m.  Faithlink Class: Classroom  
10:15 a.m.  Searchers Class: FH Stage & Zoom; Passcode: 048189 
10:30 a.m.  Modern Service: In-Person &  Livestream 
11:30 a.m.  Intergenerational: Playground 
12:30 p.m.  Praise Band Rehearsal: Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m.  Youth Fellowship 

http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7888136039?from=join#success
http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
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F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  
C H U R C H  F OX  H I L L  

 

 

Join us on Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. Modern Worship Service 

 
Classes and groups available throughout the week. 

 
Can’t be here in person? Livestream us from our website  

www.firstumcfoxhill.org  
 

 
Visit and like us on: 

T O  B E  R E M O V E D  F R O M  O U R  M A I L I N G  L I S T ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  C H U R C H  O F F I C E .  
 
 
 

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

MAILING ADDRESS 
LABEL GOES HERE 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FOX HILL 
1 SALT POND ROAD 
HAMPTON, VA  23664 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

P A I D 
Hampton, VA 

Permit No. 209 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6dss-mALzDRE97vseJjAwg/featured
https://www.facebook.com/firstumcfoxhill
http://firstumcfoxhill.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.instagram.com/fumc_foxhill/?hl=en

