
Nehemiah Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, NIV Study Bible, David Guzik, Matthew Poole, and Keil & Delitzsch. 

 

Introduction: 

Nehemiah means “the Lord comforts.” 

- Nehemiah was raised in captivity and has likely never seen Jerusalem before. 

 

Nehemiah was the cupbearer to Artaxerxes Longimanus (Neh. 1:11), but will return to Jerusalem to 

rebuild the wall of the city.   

- He will eventually lead the rebuilding of the wall in only 52 days. 

 

Chapters 1-6 deal with the rebuilding of the wall. 

Chapters 7-13 deal with the rebuilding of the people. 

- Nehemiah chapter 1 comes about 9 years after the conclusion of Ezra and about 90 years 

after Zerubbabel. 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “Chislev” – About November/December of 446 BC. 

-  “the twentieth year” – That is the 20th year of the reign of King Artaxerxes Longimanus.  

(Neh. 2:1) 

-  “Shushan” – The summer residence of the Medes. 

 

1:2 – “Hanani one of my brethren” – He is likely a physical brother of Nehemiah.  He was said to be 

“a faithful man and feared God more than many.”  (Neh. 7:2) 

 

1:3 – “reproach” – Lit. “to pluck.”  The idea is to pluck the feathers off a bird to dress and eat it. 

-  “the wall of Jerusalem is also broken down” – The Temple has been rebuilt, but the city walls 

are still in ruins.  The people are worshipping, but remain vulnerable.  The city is defenseless. 

- The wall was broken in opposition to Zerubbabel’s work in Ezra 4.  The Jews had 

attempted to rebuild the walls earlier in the reign of Artaxerxes I; but after the protest of 

Rehum and Shimshai, the king ordered the Jews to desist. 

• This is a picture of the people as we see them in chapters 7-13; worship is there in the 

lives of the people, but there are breaches in the wall and they are left personally 

defenseless. 

• Reconstruction is always more difficult than construction, as a resurrection is more 

difficult than a birth. 
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1:4 – “sat down” – The Hebrew implies that he “sat down shocked.” 

- Our culture can desensitize us to the point that we will not longer be shocked.  And we get 

to a place where we are okay with the sin and destruction around us. 

-  “wept” – Lit. “to flow down in drops.”  

- What makes us weep is often an indication of what is important to us.  It can also be a 

reflection of our character. 

• Nehemiah is one man, setting himself apart to the work of God.  What can God do 

through one man?  (Isa. 41:28)  This revival begins in the heart of one man, but extends 

to a nation.  (Isa. 64:4) 

• Nehemiah has everything most people long for; a secure job, a position of power and 

influence, financial security, and physical safety.  Yet when he gets news of the state of 

the people of God, he is moved to grief and discontent. 

 

1:5 – “I pray” – This is the first of 12 prayers in Nehemiah. 

-  “keep Your covenant and mercy” – Nehemiah is coming to God on the basis of His covenant and 

mercy, not based on the merit of the people. 

 

1:6 – “we” – Nehemiah is identifying with the sins of God’s people. 

 

1:7 – “not kept the commandments” – Nehemiah seems to be a man who knows the word of God. 

 

1:8 – “Remember” – This is a key word in Nehemiah.  (4:14; 5:19; 6:14; 13:14,22,29,31) 

 

1:9 – “I will gather them from there” – God measures mercy with repentance. 

 

1:11 – “let Your ear be attentive” – Nehemiah is asking God to focus His attention on this prayer and 

the need of His people.  

-  “cupbearer” – The cupbearer was basically a slave.  He has no right to leave this position 

without explicit permission of the king.  God will have to open doors to make it possible for 

him to leave. 

- God is looking for someone who is available, not necessarily for the one who is qualified. 

 

Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “the month of Nisan” – This is March 14, 445 BC. 

- Daniel’s prophecy concerning the coming of the Messiah began with the command to 

restore and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  (Dan. 9 – 69 sevens of years at 360 days/year, 

exactly 173,880 days, from March 14, 445 BC takes us to April 6, 32 AD, the day Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem as the Messiah.)  [Luke 19:42 – “this your day.”] 

-  “King Artaxerxes” – Artaxerxes Longimanus ruled Persia from 464-423 BC. 

- He is likely the step-son of Queen Esther. 

-  “sad in his presence” – Being sad in the king’s presence was a capital crime. 

- When Daniel wanted only to eat things grown in Dan. 1, the eunuch thought Daniel’s 

appearance would cost him his life. 

  

2:3 – “Why should my face not be sad?” – He puts it all on the line. 

-  “my father’s tombs” – Ancient cultures, like the Persians, gave great weight to the place of their 

ancestor’s tombs. 

 



 3 

2:4 – “So I prayed” – Nehemiah prays to God before he speaks to the earthly king. 

- This is a quick prayer, lifted before the Lord “on the spot.”  

- This quick prayer was supported by intensive private prayer prayed over the course of 4 

months.  (Neh. 1:1-2:1)  

 

2:6 – “the queen also sitting beside him” – Ctesias, a Greek who lived at the Achaemenid court, 

informs us that the name of Artaxerxes’ queen was Damaspia and that he had at least three 

concubines. 

- Is the queen influencing the king’s decision at all? 

-  “How long?” – It will be a total of 12 years. 

 

2:7 – “Furthermore” – Nehemiah throws caution to the wind and asks for everything. 

 

2:8 – “the good hand of my God upon me” – As God was with Ezra in Ezra 7:6; 8:31. 

- Nehemiah asks for help in a way that Ezra refused to ask.  Both are right. 

- All this hinged on the fact that Nehemiah’s face looked sad. 

 

2:10 – “Sanballat” – means “strength.” 

- According to ancient writings, Sanballat is a noted governor of the Persians over this 

region. 

-  “Tobiah” – means “the goodness of Jehovah.” 

- Tobiah is in league with some of Nehemiah’s own people; most notably Eliashib the priest.  

(Neh. 13:4-7) 

-  “deeply disturbed” – Lit. “to tremble with evil.” 

- These men are okay with the Temple being restored, but they are disturbed that someone 

would want to put up walls to protect the people of God. 

- These guys don’t want things to change.  They are standing on the periphery of the things 

and people of God, yet like their position of power and authority.  Nehemiah’s work is 

going to draw more definite lines 

- Opposition arises almost immediately following Nehemiah’s arrival. 

 

2:12 – “I told no one” – Nehemiah surveys the work before rallying the people. 

- There is a sanctified loneliness to leadership, because God has to take the leader there first.  

But it is God who takes you there, so it is not really lonely. 

 

2:15 – “viewed the wall” – Nehemiah is gaining a view of the work that will be required. 

- The worst place to be is in the ministry without a vision. 

 

2:17 – “we…us” – Nehemiah is planning to work alongside the people. 

- No one person can do all the work alone.  (Eph. 4:16) 

-  “reproach” – Nehemiah calls it for what it is.  He doesn’t mince words to keep someone from 

being offended. 

 

2:19 – “laughed at us and despised us” – They are mocking. 

- The natural always mocks the spiritual. 

 



 4 

2:20 – “God of heaven himself will prosper us” – The important thing to know when setting out to a 

work of rebuilding is that God told you to do it.  Nehemiah doesn’t defend himself or God’s 

choice in this work.  (He will let God defend him.)  He simply moves forward in obedience and 

in trust of the Lord. 

- It is laughable, the people God uses.  But God is gracious in how He uses them. 

 

Chapter 3: 

Of the 12 gates of Jerusalem, 10 are mentioned here.  And the order of the gates is very interesting. 

 

3:1 – “Eliashib” – means “God restores.” 

-  “his brethren the priests and built” – The priests put their hand to the physical and practical work. 

-  “the Sheep Gate” – This was the gate they would bring the sacrifices through. 

- There is no mention of bars and locks for the Sheep Gate, implying that the way of 

sacrifice was always open. 

- The priests would have had a special interest in the Sheep Gate. 

-  “Hananel” – means “grace.” 

 

3:3 – “the Fish Gate” – This was the gate that was used to bring the catch of fish into the city. 

- Jesus spoke of making His disciples “fishers of men.”  (Matt. 4:19) 

 

3:4 – “Meshullam” – means “friend.” 

- Our friends need to be builders too. 

-  “Zadok” – means “justice.” 

 

3:5 – “the Tekoites made repairs” – The Tekoites take on two parts of the wall (v. 27) despite not 

getting support or help from their nobles. 

-  “their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work” – God notes those who refuse to work. 

-  “nobles” – means “mighty” or “magnificent.” 

- Those with the most to lose do the least work.  Why is that? 

 

3:6 – “Jehoida” – means “the Lord knows.” 

-  “the Old Gate” – This gate speaks of the truths and landmarks that are never to be moved. 

- “Thus says the Lord: ‘Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good 

way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for you souls.’ ”  (Jer. 6:16) 

 

3:7 – “Melatiah” – means “the Lord frees.” 

 

3:9 – “Rephaiah” – means “healed of Jehovah.” 

 

3:10 – “Jedaiah” – means “to praise and worship God.”  

-  “in front of his house” – The people would have a vested interest in the wall directly in front of 

their own homes.  (See also vv. 23, 29, and 30) 

- Our work, if done poorly, will have a direct impact on our house and our lives. 

 

3:11 – “as well as” – Malchijah takes two segments of the gate. 
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3:12 – “he and his daughters made repairs” – The Broad Wall (v. 8) was 22 feet wide, but it was built 

with smaller stones.  They included the work of the children. 

- Families were out serving and working together. 

 

3:13 – “Hanun” – means “God pities.”  

-  “the Valley Gate” – This was the lowest gate and speaks of humility.  

-  “a thousand cubits of the wall” – This is the longest stretch of the wall.  (500 yards) 

- This is the longest stretch of wall. 

-  “the Refuse Gate” – This is the gate through which the rubbish was taken to the Valley of Hinnom. 

 

3:14 – “Malchijah” – means “Jehovah is king.” 

- It is just like our king to take the Refuse Gate to Himself. 

 

3:15 – “the Fountain Gate” – This speaks of the refreshing of the Spirit of God. 

 

3:20 – “Baruch” – means “blessed.”  

-  “carefully repaired” – Some are more meticulous than others. 

 

3:23 – “Menjamin” – means “son of my right hand.” 

-  “Hasshub” – means “thoughtful.” 

 

3:26 – “the Water Gate” – This gate speaks of the water of the washing of the word of God. 

- We never want the Bible to be a mere textbook.  There is a supernatural aspect to the Bible 

and we never want to lose that. 

 

3:28 – “the Horse Gate” – The horse was the military tank of that day.  This gate speaks of warfare. 

- “Have you given the horse strength?  Have you clothed his neck with thunder?”  (Job 39:19) 

 

3:29 – “the East Gate” – This is the gate the Messiah will use when coming into Jerusalem.  This gate 

speaks of the second coming of Jesus Christ.  (Rev. 19:11) 

- This gate was also called the Golden Gate.   

 

3:30 – “Meshullam” – means “devoted.” 

-  “in front of his dwelling” – He is repairing the wall directly in front of his house. 

 

3:31 – “the Miphkad Gate” – “Miphkad” means “to review, to judge, or to inspect.”  This gate speaks 

of the process of confession and cleansing that is to mark the believer. 

 

3:32 – 28 times it says they worked “next to” or “after him.”  They are working side-by-side - each 

part doing its share (Eph. 4:16) - to build the same wall.  The theme of Neh. 3 is the unity in 

the work. 

- Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do something. 

- God keeps an amazing record of their service and they are only building a wall. 
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter 4 gives us a picture of spiritual warfare in the life of a believer which includes both threats 

and ridicule from without and discouragement and fear from within. 

- All this is happening to them as they are in the middle of God’s will. 

 

4:1 – “rebuilding the wall” – Daniel prophesied that the wall would be built again even in troublesome 

times.  (Dan. 9:25) 

-  “mocked” – The enemy ridicules our work for the Lord. 

- Some people can take a bullet, but they cannot take being ridiculed. 

 

4:2 – “spoke before his brethren” – They are mocking the servants of God publicly. 

-  “these feeble Jews” – In God’s work, criticism just comes with the territory. 

- They are mocking the servant’s inability. 

 

4:3 – “break down their stone wall” – They’re saying that these efforts are worthless.  They are not 

only mocking the workers, but now they are mocking the work. 

- It is easy to mock a work that is only half-done.  That is when it is a mess. 

 

4:4 – “Hear, O our God” – When Nehemiah was first questioned about his authority to work, 

Nehemiah answered that his authority came from the Lord (2:19-20).  But this time, the enemy 

is mocking the work and Nehemiah ignores them and simply prays. 

- This is not Nehemiah’s wall; this is God’s wall. 

 

4:6 – “So we built the wall” – Anything that keeps you from doing what God has called you to do will 

only help the enemy. 

-  “half its height” – The attack heightens when the work is half done. 

-  “the people had a mind to work” – They are focused and charging ahead. 

- The work is “in them.”   

 

4:7 – “Sanballat” – He was from the north. 

-  “Arabs” – They were from the south. 

-  “Ammonites” – They were from the east. 

-  “Ashdodites” – They were from the west. 

-  “they became very angry” – The size of the opposition is growing. 

- The enemy has stepped up from ridicule to threatening. 

 

4:8 – “create confusion” – They are trying to stop the work’s progress. 

 

4:9 – “made a prayer…set a watch” – The spiritual and the physical working together. 

- Prayer doesn’t preclude our responsibility. 

- Jesus frequently instructed His disciples to watch and pray.  (Matt. 26:41; 

Mark 13:13; 14:38; Luke 21:36) 
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4:10 – “Judah” – Some people of the tribe of Judah were secretly cooperating with the enemy 

(Neh. 6:17-19).  The ties of marriage were stronger than the bands of commitment to the 

Lord.  And according to Neh. 13:15-22, some of the leaders of Judah were not wholly 

devoted to the Lord, but were more interested in making money.  The combination of 

marriage and money divided their loyalties, and they became the cause of discouragement. 

-  “The strength of the laborers is failing” – Now Nehemiah’s own people are getting overwhelmed 

and discouraged.  They are tired and worn out and this is when the enemy loves to pile it on. 

- Complaining spreads so easily.  (v. 12) 

- It seems to hurt so much more when it comes from within. 

 

4:11 – “They will neither know nor see” – This is a threat of sudden ambushes and secret attacks.  

They are working with the fear of the unseen. 

- In Deuteronomy, God’s instructions for war preparation included sending the fearful home 

lest they discourage the rest. 

 

4:14 – “afraid” – “Fear is born out of a sense of loss” – Joe Focht. 

- Nehemiah himself was afraid in Neh. 2:2, but it didn’t keep him from what he needed to do. 

-  “Remember the Lord” – Focus on the Lord, not on the enemy, when challenged by fear. 

- This is an important practical element of spiritual warfare. 

-  “fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters” – Faithfulness in fulfilling God’s calling on 

our lives is important in preserving our families in the faith. 

- The people are expected to fight for their own families. 

- If the enemy can get through us, he will go straight to destroying our families. 

- We must be willing to die, and to die daily, in our service before the Lord to defend the 

people. 

-  “fight for” – They are not to fight against, but for, their brethren. 

- Put the sword away when you are in the camp. 

 

4:15 – “God had brought their plot to nothing” – “Therefore submit to God.  Resist the devil and he 

will flee from you.”  (James 4:7) 

 

4:17 – “with one hand they worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon” – Spurgeon had 

a publication he called “The Sword and the Trowel” with this passage in mind. 

 

4:18 – “his sword girded at his side” – it is important to hold on to your sword.  Know the word. 

 

4:21 – “until the stars appeared” – These are long work days.  This is a labor. 

- God calls workers: Gideon, Moses, David, and Jesus. 
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Chapter 5: 

There is no building recorded in this chapter, only in-fighting.  This is a different work. 

- The Gentile enemies opposing the work are not mentioned here. 

 

5:1 – “a great outcry of the people” – These are the people who are helping to rebuild the wall and 

they are hurting and being taken advantage of by others of their people. 

- Jerusalem is more than stone and walls.  Jerusalem is the city of God, and the people of 

God under the rule of God.  People are a lot more difficult to build than walls. 

- In times of economic stress, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. 

- It is important to note that the building of the wall did not create these problems; it revealed 

them. 

 

5:4 – “borrowed money” – Debt puts the people in bondage and keeps them from the work. 

 

5:6 – “I became very angry” – Workers have little time for refereeing bickering. 

- “‘Be angry and do not sin’: do not let the sun go down on your wrath.”  (Eph. 4:26; Ps. 4:4) 

- “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who 

takes a city.”  (Prov. 16:32) 

 

5:7 – “After serious thought” – When angry, it is important to separate the emotion from the reason 

before acting. 

-  “exacting usury from his brother” – They are exploiting those doing the work for their own 

personal prosperity.  The wealthy are stealing from the poor in a time of hardship. 

- God had allowed the selling of land to repay debts with the lands going back to the original 

owners every seven years, but they are misusing the system and taking advantage of the 

people’s need. 

- Being stung in the Church is not an elective, but a mandatory, course.  It is the fellowship 

of sharing in His sufferings, and it gets our eyes off of people and onto Christ. 

- Usury (excessive interest) was prohibited among the Jews.  (Exod. 22:25-27; Lev. 25:36; 

Deut. 23:20) 

-  “I called a great assembly” – As a leader when dealing with a conflict, get all the sides of the 

conflict together to settle it. 

 

5:8 – “we have redeemed our Jewish brethren” – These people just came out of slavery; now their own 

people are placing them back into slavery. 

- Nearly every one of these people came back to Jerusalem from Babylon and many of them 

brought a bit of Babylon with them. 

-  “they were silenced” – They don’t fire back at this reproof. 

 

5:9 – “the fear of our God” – Their problem isn’t just greed, but a lack of the fear of God. 

- We can get anesthetized and numbed to the fear of God.   

-  “the reproach of the nations” – This division in God’s people is a poor testimony to unbelievers 

and a point of vulnerability for their enemies. 

- There are things more important, at times, than right and wrong.  Wouldn’t it be better to 

suffer wrong and lose a little money, than to mistreat a brother. 

 

5:11 – “Restore” – Not just say you’re sorry. 

-  “a hundredth of the money” – The interest is equivalent to 12 % APR. 
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5:12 – “required an oath from them” – He made them swear an oath right away. 

- Nehemiah makes this an issue between God and His people, not simply between God’s 

people. 

 

5:14 – “twelve years” – This is a long-term sacrifice.  

-  “the governor’s provisions” – Nehemiah sacrificed what could have rightfully been his for the 

sake of the people he was there to serve.  (1 Cor. 9:1-23) 

 

5:15 – “former governors” – Is this referring to Zerubbabel? 

- Lack of integrity destroys a ministry years after year.  Integrity is something that is hard to 

gain and easy to lose.  And something is lost when integrity is compromised. 

 

5:18 – “did not demand the governor’s provisions” – This is all at a cost to himself. 

- Nehemiah was there to build a wall, not to pursue wealth or power or anything else. 

 

Chapter 6: 

There are continual, repetitive, and diverse problems even in a work of God that He has opened up to us. 

 

6:2 – “Come, let us meet together” – They are trying to draw Nehemiah from the work. 

- Now Tobiah and Sanballat take a different tactic.  Instead of outright threats and fighting, 

they try to come alongside in peaceable discussion.  This is a much more subtle tactic. 

- If you are serving God without compromise, the way Satan will come at you is through the 

tongue. 

-  “Ono” – The Hebrew for this word means “strength,” but in a negative sense.  It implies “to 

bring down.” 

- Located on the border between Israel and Samaria 

-  “they thought to do me harm” – Bait has a purpose: to deceive and to induce to bite.  But bait is 

really there to hide the hook. 

- Even though Satan may come as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), he still only comes “to 

steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10). 

- “Whether you be a pastor or a teacher or evangelist or Sunday school leader, or whatever 

your position may be in Christian leadership, let me say that there will always be those who 

are friendly to your face, but plan your downfall behind your back.  Beware of the fawning, 

flattering Christian who is always fluttering around you, and who behind your back will be 

the first to rejoice when you go down.”  (Alan Redpath) 

 

6:3 – “a great work” – It was great because it was God’s.  Otherwise, it was just a wall. 

- This is an ambush: three against one. 

-  “Why should the work cease?” – Satan will do anything to keep us from obedience. 

- Our desire for idleness and ease is a danger to us. 

 

6:4 – “four times” – The enemy is persistent. 

 

6:5 – “open letter” – Broadcasting a grievance is evidence of a motivation of division and dissension.  

They are trying to make others question the motivation Nehemiah’s leadership. 

- True concern for reconciliation will keep a grievance private. 

- This is one of the great dangers of the internet; it’s very easy to air grievances. 
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6:6 – “It is reported…these rumors” – This is gossip based on hearsay. 

-  “that you may be their king” – They are trying to use the strength of Nehemiah’s leadership 

against him.  Using his power for self-promotion is the very thing Nehemiah was working so 

hard to prevent among his people.  (Neh. 5:14-19) 

- Ungodly people will never understand the motivation of a Spirit-led believer. 

- Satan will try to get us to question our own motives at times.  We must let the Lord alone 

search our motives.  (1 Cor. 4:3-5) 

 

6:7 – “let us consult together” – This is simply a ploy to get Nehemiah near the border of Samaria. 

 

6:9 – “O God, strengthen my hands” – Nehemiah turns to God. 

- Nehemiah is going to let God defend him. 

 

6:10 – “a secret informer” – KJV translates this “shut up.”  This man’s privacy seems motivated by his 

allegiance to Tobiah and Sanballat. 

-  “they” – This is the ubiquitous they.  Who are they anyway? 

 

6:11 – “such a man as I” – A man with God’s call doesn’t need to hide. 

- Satan loves to tempt us with isolation and fear. 

-  “go into the temple” – It was against God’s law for someone to go into the temple if they weren’t 

a priest.  (Num. 18:7) 

- Uzziah was smitten with leprosy for going into the temple to offer incense.  

(2 Chron. 26:16-21) 

 

6:12 – “God had not sent him” – It is easy to know that God will never transgress His word. 

- Great men and women of God are men and women of the word. 

-  “Sanballat had hired him” – His allegiance is to Sanballat and not to Nehemiah. 

-  “hired him” – Shemaiah was a hireling. 

- This allegiance is drawn away because of money. 

- Shemaiah appears to be very religious.  His God-speak is very deceptive. 

 

6:13 – “and sin” – Sometimes fear can be something that causes us to sin, even at times sinning under 

a spiritual guise. 

 

6:14 – “God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat” – Nehemiah makes this a matter between them and God. 

-  “afraid” – “The fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.”  

(Prov. 29:25) 

 

6:15 – “Elul” – That is equivalent with our September. 

 

6:16 – “this work was done by our God” – God gets the credit and the glory for this work.  Nehemiah 

doesn’t take any of the credit. 

- Finishing well brings glory to God. 

- Grace calls us, grace keeps us, and grace takes us home. 

 

6:17 – “the nobles of Judah” – This time it is a direct attack from some of His own people. 
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6:18 – “were pledged to him, because he was the son-in-law” – Their allegiance is more devoted to 

family than to the work of God and His family. 

- Tobiah is garnering sympathy for this ungodly position through this marriage relationship. 

-  “Meshullam the son of Berechiah” – Meshullam had helped to build the wall.  (Neh. 3:4, 30) 

 

6:19 – “to frighten me” – Tobiah is playing them against Nehemiah. 

- Tobiah is an ungodly rat, but Nehemiah cannot say that this his people because they are 

siding with Tobiah. 

 

Chapter 7: 

7:2 – “my brother” – Nehemiah recognized the calling on his brother’s life. 

- No doubt there were charges of nepotism at this appointment. 

-  “Hanani” – means “grace.”  He was the one to inform Nehemiah in Neh. 1:2. 

-  “faithful man and feared God” – The two qualifications of those appointed to leadership. 

 

7:3 – “not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened” – They are keeping the gates closed at night. 

- The completion of the wall is no reason to be slack in watching.  The enemy will attack 

after the completion of a work as well as during it. 

 

7:6 – “These are the people” – This is nearly the exact same list that was given to us in Ezra 2. 

 

7:39 – “priests” – The listing of the priests who could verify their genealogy. 

 

7:64 – “excluded from the priesthood as defiled” – Those claiming to be priests, but not able to verify 

their genealogy, were not permitted to function and be supported as priests. 

 

7:65 – “the Urim and Thummim” – Apparently the Urim and Thummim are still in use at this time. 

 

7:66 – “forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty” – God knows all 42,360 people, their names, and 

their stories. 

 

7:68 – “horses” – God even knows their horses. 

 

7:73 – “seventh month” – This is October-November 445 BC. 

- The Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles all took place 

in this month of the Jewish calendar.  

 

Chapter 8: 

8:1 – “Now all the people” – The focus now shifts from the wall to the people. 

- Jerusalem is more than brick and mortar.  All of Nehemiah’s labor was for the purpose of 

turning the hearts of people to the Lord.  Those walls were built for a greater purpose. 

-  “the Water Gate” – This is probably located in southern Jerusalem near the Gihon Springs. 

-  “Ezra the scribe” – This is likely almost 13 years since his arrival in 458 BC. 

- “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 

statutes and ordinances in Israel.”  (Ezra 7:10) 

-  “the Book of the Law” – They seek out the Scriptures. 

- Revivals have always been characterized by a return to the Word of God. 

- “Sanctify them by Your truth.  Your word is truth.”  (John 17:17) 
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8:2 – “all who could hear with understanding” – God desires both hearing and understanding from us. 

-  “understanding” – This word is used 6 times in Neh. 8.  (vv. 2-3, 7-8, 12-13) 

- God’s word must be understood before it can enter the heart and release its life-changing 

power. 

- One of the reasons we ask children to be placed in children’s ministry is so they can learn 

at their own level of understanding. 

-  “the first day of the seventh month” – That is Oct. 8, 445 BC.  This is the New Years Day of the 

civil calendar (Lev. 23:24) and was celebrated as the Feast of Trumpets (Num. 29:1-6). 

 

8:3 – “from morning until midday” – At least 6 hours straight of hearing the word of God. 

-  “all the people were attentive” – People are keen to hear what they long for. 

- It is the responsibility of the listeners to be attentive to the word. 

- “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were 

so.”  (Acts 17:11) 

 

8:6 – “all the people answered” – There is unity in their acts of worship here. 

 

8:8 – “read distinctly from the book…gave the sense…helped them to understand” – This is a terrific 

preaching and teaching model: 1. read the text, 2. explain or exposit the text, and 3. apply the 

text to the people’s lives. 

- Make a decision to prefer the simple teaching of the word of God.  The latest crazes don’t 

satisfy.  They have to keep looking for something more sensational as people become 

desensitized. 

- “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”  (Acts 20:27) 

-  “distinctly” – The Law was explained to the people in a language they could understand. 

 

8:9 – “when they heard the words of the Law” – There is genuine conviction as God’s standard breaks 

over them. 

- A true sign of revival is genuine conviction, brokenness, and repentance in people. 

- The Holy Spirit of God through the word of God changes the people of God. 

- The word of God is a double-edge sword (Heb. 4:12).  And the sword that sets us free is the 

same sword that cuts to the heart. 

 

8:10 – “the joy of the Lord” – This is speaking of God’s joy over His children for it does not say “your 

joy in God,” but “the joy of the Lord.”  (Zeph. 3:17) 

- “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  (3 John 4) 

- Holiness and joy can go together. 

- Much of the “Holiness Movement” has tended to be so legalistic that they can miss the joy.  

But holiness is not something we accomplish by being legalistic, holiness is an image we 

are being conformed into; it is a direction. 

-  “joy” – Peter speaks of “joy unspeakable.”  Jesus speaks of “the fullness of joy.”  The fruit of the 

Spirit includes “joy.”  Isaiah 55 speaks of the joy the word of God brings.  And Acts 8 speaks 

of the joy that was brought to the cities which received the word of God. 

 

8:14 – “the feast of the seventh month” – The Feast of Tabernacles is the remembrance of God’s 

faithfulness to Israel as they passed through the wilderness to Canaan. 

- Returning to the word of God has led them to rediscover truths that have been lost on them 

for generations (ie. salvation by faith, the rapture of the church). 
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8:17 – “since the days of Joshua” – Israel celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles during the days of 

Solomon, but apparently not to this extent.  This celebration hasn’t been matched in nearly 

1,000 years. 

 

8:18 – “day by day” – They are in the word of God daily. 

-  “according to the prescribed manner” – They are following the instructions of Leviticus 23. 

 

Chapter 9: 

9:1 – “assembled with fasting” – This is a time of national revival with confession. 

- This is what all this work was for.  This is the point of it all. 

- Between the return from Babylon and the time of Jesus Christ’s return, this may be the 

highest point of Israel’s national history. 

 

9:2 – “separated themselves from all foreigners” – Separation is to be a common characteristic of 

God’s people. 

 

9:3 – “one-fourth of the day” – This is probably from 6-9am. 

- This service covers a total of 6 hours. 

 

9:5-38 – The longest recorded prayer in the Bible. 

- This prayer is largely a reflection on God’s faithfulness through Israel’s history.  They had 

just been reading about their history through the word of God and Ezra’s teaching. 

 

9:5 – “Your glorious name” – The Jews couldn’t pronounce His name, but still they held it in high 

esteem. 

 

9:6 – “You have made heaven” – God is the creator and sustainer. 

 

9:7 – “chose Abram” – God chose Abram and gave promises to Israel. 

-  “gave” – The word “give” is used in one way or another at least 16 times in this chapter. 

 

9:11 – “You divided the sea before them” – God delivered and saved His people. 

- For 2-3 million people to cross the Red Sea in one night, the people would have had to 

stand nearly 5,000 people abreast covering an area of nearly 2 miles. 

-  “the deep” – This is not the swampland surrounding the Red Sea, but the depths of the Sea itself. 

 

9:12 – “cloudy pillar” – God led His people. 

- “The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  The sun shall not 

strike you by day, nor the moon by night.”  (Ps. 121:5-6) 

- God chastened them, giving them everything necessary for instruction. 
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9:13 – “spoke with them from heaven” – God gave them His word. 

- Between 2-3 million people audibly heard God speak from heaven (and it just about gave 

them all a heart attack). 

-  “just ordinances” – This is their opinion of the Law. 

- “But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully.”  (1 Tim. 1:8) 

-  “Good statutes” – “And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments 

as are in all this law which I set before you this day?”  (Deut. 4:8) 

- Stephen called these “the living oracles” (Acts 7:38) 

 

9:15 – “You gave them bread from heaven” – God provided for His people. 

- The manna to feed 2-3 million people would be 4,500 tons per day; that is 9 million 

lbs/day.  (Exod. 16) 

- It would take 11 million gallons of water per day for 2-3 million people to fulfill even their 

basic needs. 

 

9:16 – “But they…acted proudly” – They turn from God despite His faithfulness to them and all this 

supernatural provision. 

 

9:17 – “not mindful of Your wonders” – They took God’s gifts for granted.   

- God’s grace and miraculous provision can grow “normal” on people and be easily forgotten. 

- God made known His works to the people, but His ways to Moses himself.  (Ps. 95:9-10) 

-  “You are God, ready to pardon” – This name comes from God’s appearing to Moses in 

Exod. 34:6-7. 

 

9:18 – “molded calf…This is your god” – They changed the glory of eternal God into the image of an 

ox that eats grass.  (Ps. 106:20; Exod. 32) 

 

9:20 – “ate manna” – They ate manna while building the golden calf. 

 

9:21 – “clothes did not wear out” – This was also said in Deut. 8:4; 29:5. 

 

9:22 – “You gave them kingdoms” – This was the promised land of Canaan. 

-  “the land of Sihon” – God gave them victory over the giants. 

 

9:23 – “children as the stars of heaven” – This is what God promised to Abram.  (Gen .15:5) 

 

9:24 – “do with them as they wished” – For the iniquity of the Amorites had grown full.  (Gen. 14:16) 

 

9:25 – “Cisterns already dug” – Water sources are especially important in that middle eastern climate. 

 

9:26 – “Nevertheless” – This is the faithless response of the people to the faithfulness of God.  

-  “they were disobedient” – They rebelled from God while in Canaan. 

- God’s grace and miraculous provision can grow “normal” on people and be easily 

forgotten. 

-  “to turn them to yourself” – This was God’s desire and purpose. 

 

9:27 – “deliverers” – These are the judges. 

 

9:29 – “shrugged their shoulders” – They pulled away from His touch. 
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9:30 – “the peoples of the lands” – The Assyrians and Babylonians. 

 

9:32 – “not let all the trouble seem small before You” – They are asking for God’s mercy. 

- This is the only petition in all this prayer. 

 

9:33 – “You have dealt faithfully” – They confess their faithlessness and God’s faithfulness.  They are 

admitting that God was right and they were wrong. 

 

9:36 – “servants today” – They were still under Persian authority. 

- This submission to a foreign power was due to sin, not to the lack of military might. 

 

9:38 – “We make a sure covenant” – They are rededicating themselves to the Lord. 

- They will break this covenant in just a few years.  (Neh. 13) 

 

Chapter 10: 

10:1-27 – There are 84 names in this listing. 

 

10:28 – “separated themselves from the peoples” – Separating from the world first. 

- Devotion mandates separation.  It is like getting married – having the one means 

necessarily forsaking all others. 

-  “to the Law of God” – This is the greater work of separation, being set apart to God’s will. 

- Obedience should follow repentance.  It is not enough to make a mere promise or 

commitment. 

- They are separating to the standards of the Scriptures. 

-  “their wives, their sons, and their daughters” – They bring their families along as well. 

 

10:29 – “joined with their brethren” – There is unity and fellowship in this decision. 

-  “a curse” – This is like “the botch” of Deut. 28. 

 

10:30 – “not give our daughters” – Forsaking inter-religious marriages.  (Deut. 7:3) 

 

10:31 – “the Sabbath” – One of the reasons for the captivity was to give the land the 70 Sabbaths that 

were previously neglected by the children of Israel.  They are not to put their businesses and 

the finances ahead of God. 

- Sabbath keeping is not mandated upon the Church.  (Col. 2:16) 

- The point of the Sabbath is that 1 day out of every 7 God would have the people for 

Himself.  Whereas He only asked for 1/10 of their increase. 

 

10:32 – “for the service for the house of our God” – They desire to maintain Temple worship in Israel. 

- This is the lifeblood for everything else in Israel.  Everything that needs to happen in the 

life of the believer grows out of his/her personal fellowship and communion with God. 

 

10:36 – “firstborn of our sons” – These were redeemed at the price of redemption. 

- They are doing their best to keep the word and the law. 

 

10:39 – “we will not neglect the house of our God” – They will forsake the Temple by Neh. 13:11. 

- When made in our own strength, every commitment will fail. 
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Chapter 11: 

11:1 – “Jerusalem” – This was the heart of the nation; “the city of David” (2 Sam. 5:7) and “the city of 

the great King” (Ps. 48:2).  Yet the city sits largely unpopulated. 

- The walls were built so that people could inhabit the city. 

-  “cast lots” – The Jews understood that God’s sovereignty was involved in the casting of lots. 

- “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.”  (Prov. 16:33) 

-  “one out of ten” – They are drafting some to move into Jerusalem. 

-  “other cities” – It seems the majority of the people have chosen to settle into their familial 

inheritances to the detriment of Jerusalem. 

 

11:2 – “willingly offered themselves” – Some voluntarily step up to move into Jerusalem. 

 

11:3-19 – The total of the people listed in this chapter is 3,044 people.  If that is a true tenth of the 

people, the population of Israel is still quite small. 

 

11:6 – There are 468 valiant men from Judah settling in Jerusalem. 

- It was important for the men living in Jerusalem to be valiant at this vulnerable and 

important time in their history. 

 

11:8 – There are 928 men from Benjamin settling in Jerusalem. 

 

11:10-14 – There are a total of 1,192 of the priestly families settling in Jerusalem. 

-  “great men” – These are men of position and resources. 

 

11:18 – There are 284 Levites settling in Jerusalem. 

 

11:19 – There are 172 gatekeepers (also Levites) settling in Jerusalem. 

 

11:23 – “portion should be for the singers” – Temple worship was supported by the Persian Empire. 

 

11:24 – “the king’s deputy” – He served as a governor for the Persian government. 

 

Chapter 12: 

12:8 – “led the thanksgiving psalms” – They are leading out this praise music. 

 

12:24 – “give thanks” – Thanksgiving is mentioned in v. 24, 27, 31, 38, and 46. 

-  “according to the command of David” – David had regulated the services of the Levites, 

including the singers in 1 Chron. 25.   

- David also outlined the diagram of the Temple in 2 Sam. 23. 

- David is mentioned 5 times in this chapter. (v. 24, 36, 37, 46) 

 

12:25 – “gatekeepers” – God notes and supports the ushers and parking lot attendants. 

 

12:27 – “dedication with gladness” – After the mourning and repentance of Neh. 9 comes a time of 

celebration and dedication. 
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12:31 – “on the wall” – One of the enemies to the work had mocked that if a fox stood on the wall, it 

would fall down.  (Neh. 4:3)  Now the people are standing on the wall. 

-  “to the right hand” – Or “to the south.”  The Semite oriented himself facing east. 

- They are presumably starting on the Western Wall near the Valley Gate. 

 

12:42 – “The singers sang loudly” – It doesn’t say they sang well, but loudly. 

- “Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all the earth!”  (Ps. 66:1)  [See also Ps. 81:8; 95:1,2; 

98:4,6; 100:1.] 

 

12:43 – “joy” – This is the end of a life made right with God. 

- This would have been a special time for Nehemiah to review God’s faithfulness and the 

path God took him on to come to this point; all the difficulties and successes. 

- When you have hundreds or thousands of people in one place committed to following the 

word of God, separated from the world, giving themselves to worship, establishing the city 

of God, and bringing their families along, there is great joy!  And that joy will be “heard 

afar off.” 

 

12:44 – “Judah rejoiced over the priests” – The people cheerfully support the priests and Levites in 

their service to the Lord. 

 

12:46 – “in the days of David” – They are singing some of the songs of David. 

 

Chapter 13: 

Nehemiah had returned to Shushan to continue his service to the Persian king.  (Neh. 13:6) 

- This comes about 10-12 years following the completion of the wall and the ratification of 

the covenant seen in Neh. 10.   

- In the covenant the people promised they would do three things:  1. they would separate 

from the peoples of Canaan (10:30), 2. they would not buy or sell on the Sabbath (10:31), 

and 3. they would support the priests and Levites to continue Temple worship (10:39). 

 

13:1 – “no Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the assembly” – Deut. 23:3-6 says “to the 

tenth generation.” 

- Ammon and Moab are Lot’s grandchildren that he fathered with his daughters.  

(Gen. 19:36-38) 

 

13:2 – “they had not met the children of Israel with bread and water” – Their bloodline is traced back 

to Abraham, making them some relation of the Jews, but they didn’t support Israel as they 

came out of Egypt. 

-  “Balaam” – Num. 22:5. 

 

13:3 – “when they had heard the Law, that they separated” – They are attempting to administrate 

Biblically. 

- It is one thing to teach the word of God, but it is a more difficult thing altogether to ask 

people to live according to what is taught.   

- The administration and teaching must go together; otherwise the teaching is compromised 

as meaningless or ineffective. 

-  “separated all the mixed multitude” – Sometimes the initial changes and reforms came more 

easily than does the maintenance of those reforms over the long haul. 
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13:4 – “Eliashib the priest” – He had helped to build the wall in Neh. 3:1. 

-  “Tobiah” – He was an Ammonite.  (Neh. 2:10) 

 

13:5 – “prepared for him a large room” – Eliashib gave a room of the Temple to Tobiah.   

- Eliashib has compromised by allowing this Ammonite to take over a sacred place.  Tobiah 

has taken up a place that was to be reserved for God’s blessing. 

- The NT teaches that we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  Have we allowed any Tobiah’s 

to have room in our lives? 

- We are to maintain redemptive relationships with our unsaved friends, but we must be 

careful to not try to find fellowship with them as that will require us to sacrifice something 

of the life of Christ in us. 

 

13:7 – “I came to Jerusalem and discovered the evil” – The first time Nehemiah came to Jerusalem, he 

walked around the city quietly at night before making any move.  This time he quickly 

understood what was going on and immediately acted on it. 

- Nehemiah doesn’t need to see the end results of these decisions; he knows where they will 

lead. 

 

13:8 – “grieved me bitterly” – Tobiah, an enemy of the Jews, had tried to stop the work and even kill 

Nehemiah. 

- This compromise is a personal affront to Nehemiah. 

- “Give no place to the devil.”  (Eph. 4:27) 

-  “threw all the household goods of Tobiah out of the room” – Contrast this with the reaction of 

Ezra, who “sat down appalled” (Ezra 9:3).  Nehemiah’s action reminds us of Christ’s expulsion 

of the money changers from the Temple area.  (Matt. 21:12-13) 

- We may not be able to take the policy of Nehemiah, but we can carry the heart and attitude 

of Nehemiah. 

 

13:10 – “the portions for the Levites had not been given them” – They’ve failed to support the Levites, 

therefore the Levites had to leave off the Temple service to support themselves. 

- The essence of each compromise is neglect through selfishness. 

 

13:11 – “contended” – Lit. “to strive with a loud voice.” 

-  “the rulers” – These are the people who should have been leading. 

-  “in their place” – Nehemiah assembles the people in the Temple courts. 

 

13:13 – “faithful” – These have remained faithful in the midst of a backsliding people. 

 

13:15 – “on the Sabbath day” – The people had made an oath against that.  (Neh. 10:31) 

- Not keeping the Sabbath was one of the reasons they were carried into captivity for 70 

years to begin with. 

 

13:17 – “I contended with the nobles” – Were the nobles making money on the misuse of the Sabbath? 

-  “profane” – Lit. “outside the Temple, or to make common.”   

- They are treating the Sabbath day just like any other day. 

 

13:19 – “as it began to be dark” – The Sabbath begins at sundown on Friday night when 3 stars are 

visible in the night sky and it ends at sundown on Saturday. 
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13:20 – “once or twice” – That is for one or two Sabbaths. 

 

13:21 – “I will lay hands on you!” – That is a very clear threat. 

 

13:23 – “I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod” – The people had promised not to do 

this either.  (Neh. 10:30) 

- Wherever there is compromise in our spiritual life, it will spill over into our domestic life 

as well. 

- God desires to bring the Messiah through the pure line of the Jews.  “You shall not give 

your daughters unto their sons.”  (Deut. 7:3) 

-  “Ashdod” – This is a city of the Philistines. 

 

13:24 – “their children spoke the language of Ashdod” – When parents live in compromise, the 

children will typically revert to the baser lifestyle.  This is one of the greatest struggles in 

marriages of mixed faiths. 

- One of the reasons for marriage is because God is seeking Godly offspring.  (Mal. 2:14-15) 

- Children don’t need any encouragement to migrate to the carnal, earthly, and sinful.  They 

will naturally go that way unless they are taught otherwise. 

- The greatest goal of our marriages and our lives is not for our own personal pleasure, but 

for the offspring (physical and spiritual) that God allows us to impact. 

 

13:25 – “contended with them and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their hair” – This 

is some counseling session. 

-  “contended with them” – These fathers are sacrificing their children to their own lusts. 

-  “cursed them” – This may refer to the curse of Deuteronomy. 

-  “pulled out their hair” – This could also be “cut or shaved off their hair.”  This would be a sign 

of shame and remorse. 

- Ezra pulled out his own hair.  Nehemiah pulled out theirs. 

 

13:26 – “Solomon king of Israel sin” – Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, didn’t stand a chance 

with unbelieving women.  They stole his heart and the heart always makes a convert of the mind. 

 

13:28 – “son-in-law of Sanballat” – One of the priestly line had compromised in marriage. 

- “The high priest should marry one of his own people.”  (Lev. 21:14) 

 

13:30 – “each to his service” – Nehemiah reestablishes Temple worship. 

 

13:31 – “Remember me, O my God” – Nehemiah commits his actions to the Lord. 

- In the midst of a compromising generation, we must remember that our ministry is first and 

foremost to the Lord despite how the people respond to it. 

- Administration among Church leaders within Christian ministry in the United States is 

crowding out the prophets. 

 

 


