
Joel Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, and NIV Study Bible.  

 

Introduction: 

Joel means “Yahweh is God.” 

 

The theme of the book of the Joel is “the day of the Lord.”  The phrase is used 5 times in three 

chapters.  (1:15; 2:1; 2:11; 2:31; 3:14) 

 

The date of the writing of Joel is uncertain.   

- Some speculate that Joel ministered as early as 830 BC, during the time of Elisha.  (Joel 3:4 

may refer to the Philistines which would place this prophecy very early.) 

- His mention of “the house of the Lord” seems to imply that he is speaking to Judah. 

 

Joel is a short book with 3 chapters containing 73 verses and 2,034 words (KJV). 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “the word of the Lord” – We may not know a lot about Joel or the context of these prophecies, 

but we do know he is speaking the Word of God. 

- Who cares is the people remember us, as long as they receive the word of God that has 

come forth from our lives? 

 

1:2 – “you elders” – Spoken specifically to the leaders. 

-  “Has anything like this happened in your days?” – Joel is prophesying of something these people 

have never seen before. 

- God has used locusts in the history of this nation, but that was against Egypt for the 

deliverance of His people. 

 

1:3 – “tell your children” – God continually asks parents to relate to their kids over meals, 

celebrations, and in normal relationships. 

 

1:4 – “locust” – Either a metaphor speaking of invading armies (“nation” – v. 6) or of actual locusts. 

- And the 4 different types of locusts could speak of one creature going through 4 different 

stages or 4 different animals.   

- Ancient Hebrew writers thought the first animal represented Assyria and Babylon, the 

second represented the Medes and Persians, the third represented the Greeks, and the fourth 

represented the Romans.  (Merle Unger) 

-  “chewing locust” – Lit. “chewer, gnawer.” 

-  “swarming locust” – Lit. “swarms.”   

-  “crawling locust” – Lit. “licking.”  Like caterpillars. 

-  “consuming locust” – Lit. “consumer.” 

-  “has eaten” – Joel doesn’t prophesy of this destruction in an effort to warn the people and turn 

them from the judgment.  Rather, he seems to be describing a judgment that has already 

happened. 

 

1:5 – “drunkards” – They are intoxicated as the “day of the Lord” approaches. 
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1:6 – “teeth” – You can actually hear locusts chewing. 

- There are historical records of swarms of locusts eating in 1 day as much as 120,000 people 

can eat in 1 year. 

- Someone has called a plague of locusts “The Incarnation of Hunger.” 

 

1:7 – “vine…fig tree” – Both represent Israel in the Scriptures. 

- Joel is clearly associating the destruction of Israel to a massive locust invasion that would 

wipe out the country. 

 

1:8 – “virgin…for the husband of her youth” – Referring to a woman who lost her engaged husband 

during the period of espousal. 

 

1:9 – “grain offering and the drink offering” – The food and the wine. 

-  “the house of the Lord” – It seems the Temple is in place at this time. 

 

1:10 – “oil” – The olive trees. 

 

1:12 – “joy has withered” – The lack of spiritual life manifests itself in this agricultural society. 

 

1:13 – “lament” – This is the proposed solution to the impending destruction. 

 

1:14 – “fast” – A denial of the flesh. 

 

1:15 – “the day of the Lord” – The phrase refers to a day when God is specifically and supernaturally 

involved in human history.   

- Joel seems to be looking to the Tribulation and Millennium. 

- The “day of the Lord” is also mentioned in 1 Thess. 5:1-11 and 2 Pet. 3:7-14. 

 

1:16 – “the food cut off” – Revelation tells of a time of great famine to come on the entire earth.  

(Rev. 6:6) 

 

1:17 – “clods” – The ground has become dry and hard. 

 

1:19 – “fire” – This destruction goes beyond the locusts. 

- Once God destroyed the earth by a flood.  The next time He will destroy it by fire.  (2 Pet. 3) 

 

1:20 – “the beasts of the field also cry out to You” – Romans 8 speaks of the groaning creation. 

 

Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “sound an alarm” – This is something sudden. 

 

2:2 – “people come, great and strong” – Possibly referring to the locust army of Rev. 9:1-11. 

-  “The like of whom has never been” – “For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not 

been since the beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be.”  

(Mark 13:19) 

 

2:3 – “fire devours before them” – Some new and powerful weaponry. 

-  “like the Garden of Eden” – In more modern Israel, the Jews have learned to irrigate, plant and 

rebuild the land to make it fertile and prosperous. 
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2:4 – “like the appearance of horses” – The Italians call locusts “the little horse.”  Germans have called 

locusts “the hay horse.” 

 

2:5 – “battle array” – Every one “holds their rank.”  (v. 7) 

 

2:10 – “sun and moon grow dark” – Jesus spoke of a time when the sun would go out and the moon 

would not give its light.  (Mark 13:24-26) 

 

2:11 – “the Lord gives voice” – God initiates this.  

-  “His army” – God owns and uses this army like He used Cyrus and Nebuchadnezzar. 

- This may actually refer to the army of the Antichrist. 

-  “Who can endure it?” – No human planning or effort will see people through this. 

 

2:12 – “Turn to Me” – This is God’s cry in the face of this impending destruction. 

- Less than 10% of modern Israel is religious or orthodox. 

 

2:13 – “rend your heart” – God wants repentance to be sincere, not some mere formal or religious 

practice. 

- Unlike the National Days of Prayer called in this country after some crisis. 

- “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and contrite heart – These, O God, 

You will not despise.”  (Ps. 51:17) 

-  “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness” – This is the nature of 

God…revealed to Moses after the incident of the golden calf.  (Exod. 34:6) 

- God extends His mercy as He calls the people to repentance. 

 

2:14 – “relent” – God will to change His response according to the repentance of His people. 

 

2:17 – “between the porch and the altar” – Between where the people gather and where God is served. 

-  “the nations” – Not the locusts. 

-  “Where is their God?” – They are concerned with the reputation and testimony of God in their 

land. 

 

2:20 – “northern army”- The battles of the last days will come from the north. 

- The Valley of Megiddo is located to the north of Jerusalem. 

-  “the eastern sea” – The Dead Sea. 

-  “the western sea” – The Mediterranean Sea. 

 

2:21 – “the Lord has done marvelous things” – The Lord is magnifying Himself. 

- This is looking to the future restoration of the land of Israel. 

 

2:23 – “former rain” – The early rain comes in the fall.  (October-November) 

-  “latter rain” – The late rains come just before the harvest in the spring.  (March-April) 

 

2:25 – “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten” – The context relates to the 

nation of Israel.  (Joel 1:14) 

- The principle relates to all people of God: When we come back to the Lord, there is no 

guilt over the years we lost.  God is promising to restore what was lost during the time 

spent in disobeying God.  When God reconciles, He also restores. 
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2:27 – “I am in the midst of Israel” – The nation had lost the realization of the living presence of God 

in their midst.  Their religion became empty.  (Joel 3:17, 21) 

 

2:28-32 – These verses are quoted by Peter in Acts 2:17-21 to explain the experience of the Holy 

Spirit that the disciples saw at Pentecost. 

- The ultimate fulfillment of these verses will come in the Millennium. 

 If these verses apply to both the time of Pentecost and the Millennium, there seems to 

be the underlying message that the Holy Spirit will not cease to be poured out until 

the end of the Age.  This means the Church Age would also have this work of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

2:30 – “wonders in the heavens and in the earth” – These cosmic events are often associated with the 

day of the Lord.  (Isa. 13:9-10; 34:4; Matt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12; 8:8-9; 9:1-19; 14:14-20; 16:4,8-9)  

 

2:32 – “the remnant” – God will always have His remnant; His people.   

- The Lord knows those who are His.   

 

Chapter 3: 

3:1 – “When I bring back the captives” – This has been happening since 1978. 

 

3:2 – “also gather all nations” – We haven’t seen this yet. 

-  “Valley of Jehoshaphat” – We are not sure which valley this is referring to. 

- Zechariah tells us that Jesus will touch down on earth at His return and that from His 

contact with the Mount of Olives there will be a rift opened toward Jerusalem.  This may 

create the Valley of Jehoshaphat. 

-  “Jehoshaphat” – means “Jehovah judges.” 

-  “My people, My heritage” – God is speaking from the first person.  He is clearly relating 

Himself to His people, Israel. 

 

3:3 – “sold a girl for wine” – This is how little a Jewish life is valued. 

- Many of the young captives under Titus Vespasian were sold into slavery. 

 

3:7 – “return your retaliation” – God is supernaturally fighting on behalf of Israel. 

 

3:8 – “Sabeans” – From Arabia. 

 

3:9 – “Prepare for war!” – God is calling them to the battle. 

 

3:10 – “Beat your plowshares into swords” – Diverting the funding for agricultural development into 

the military. 

- All this to fight against God. 

- Isaiah and Hosea prophesy of the more future day when this will be reversed. 

-  “the weak say, ‘I am strong’” – Little groups or nations using nuclear weapons, biological 

weapons, and terrorist tactics.   

 

3:13 – “the winepress is full” – Rev. 14:17-20.  

-  “their wickedness is great” – God measures time morally.  (Rev. 14:14-20; Isa. 63) 
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3:14 – “decision” – Lit. “to place a verdict.”  This is the decision of the Ultimate Judge. 

 

3:15 – “sun and moon will grow dark” – The only visible light will be the Lord coming in His glory. 

 

3:16 – “the Lord also will roar from Zion” – Picked up in Amos 1:2.  

-  “heavens and earth will shake” – Like in Rev. 16:18 under the 7th vial. 

 

3:18 – “hills shall flow with milk” – The pasture lands shall prosper again to produce milk.  

-  “fountain shall flow from the house of the Lord” – Ezek. 47:1-12; Zech. 13:1; 14:4. 

-  “the Valley of Acacias” – The southern desert. 

 

3:21 – “the Lord dwells in Zion” – This will happen when Christ sets up His kingdom from Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 


