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Introduction: 

We are unsure of the author of Hebrews – some think Paul, Apollos, Luke, or Barnabas. 

- We can tell from Heb. 13:18-19, 23-24 that the recipients of this letter knew the author 

personally, even though the author never formally identifies himself in the letter. 

 

From the text, we can tell it was written to Jewish believers some time before 70 AD.  (Heb. 10:11-12) 

- Hebrews contains 82 references to the Old Testament. 

 

The letter is written to return these Christians to a simple and solid faith in Jesus and to free them from 

the obligations of Jewish religious observance that would be taken from them by the Romans in just a 

few years.  (Heb. 2:1-4; 3:7-19; 5:11-6:12; 10:26-29) 

- “The only deliverance for Christians from all that weakens and hinders them, is the full 

knowledge of the person and work of Jesus…Not the intellectual apprehension of the truth, 

but the living experimental heart knowledge that comes from faith and fellowship with 

Him, from love and obedience.”  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “God…spoke” – God exists and is willing to reveal Himself to humans. 

- God will never be known except that He reveals Himself to us. 

-  “various times” – This phrase speaks of the revelation coming “bit-by-bit.” 

-  “various ways” – This phrase speaks of the variety with which the messages were delivered. 

 

1:2 – “spoken” – Tense implies “once and for all.”  Jesus is God’s final and completed message to 

mankind. 

-  “by His Son” – Lit. “in Son.”  God spoke to us, not just in the words, but the life of Jesus. 

- The prophets brought a message from God.  Jesus is the message from God. 

- No one has seen God at any time, but the Son has declared Him.  (John 1:18) 

- He who has seen Jesus has seen the Father.  (John 14:9) 

- We see the glory of God in the face of Christ.  (2 Cor. 4:6) 

- We see God in Christ on the cross reconciling the world to Himself.  (2 Cor. 5:19) 

- The fullness of God dwells in Christ bodily.  (Col. 2:9) 

- God was manifested in the flesh.  (1 Tim. 3:16) 

 If you want to know God, you must look to Jesus. 

-  “heir of all things” – Jesus is the Firstborn of all creation.  (Col. 1:15) 

-  “He made the worlds” – By Jesus all things were created.  (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16) 
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1:3 – “brightness” – Lit. “effulgence, outshining, expression.” 

-  “express” – Lit. “impress.”  Like a ring making an imprint in a wax seal. 

-  “image” – Our English word “character” comes from this Greek word. 

-  “upholding” – or “maintaining.” 

- In Christ, all things are held together.  (Col. 1:17) 

-  “purged our sins” – Tense is lit. “once and for all purged.” 

-  “by Himself” – This phrase is not in all Greek texts, but it is the exact idea of what the tense of 

“purged our sins” communicates to us. 

-  “sat down” – Because His work toward our redemption was completed.  (Heb. 8:1; 10:12; 12:2) 

 

1:4 – “better” – (Greek “kreitton”) This word is used 13 times in Hebrews and is used to build the 

main point, that Jesus is superior to all else in bringing us into relationship with God. 

-  “better than the angels” – This is the theme supported in v. 5-14. 

- Angels were very important to the Jews, as they were seen to be the deliverers of God’s 

Law to his people.  (Heb. 2:2; Acts 7:38,53; Gal. 3:19) 

 

1:5 – “You are My Son” – Collectively, both angels and the children of Israel are referred to as sons of 

God.  But Jesus is a unique Son individually…as will be further elaborated on in v. 10. 

-  “begotten” – This word speaks of the equality of substance and essential nature between the 

Father and Son. It means that the Father and the Son share the same being.  (Phil. 2:6) 

 

1:6 – “when He again brings the firstborn into the world” – This speaks of Christ’s second-coming. 

-  “the angels of God worship Him” – If Jesus was not God, and yet angels worshipped Him 

anyway, it would be idolatry.  (Rev. 5:11-12) 

 

1:8 – “to the Son He says…O God” – God calling Jesus, God. 

- Jesus is also called God in John 1:1; 20:28; Titus 2:13; 3:4. 

-  “forever” – This speaks of the immutability of Jesus Christ. 

 

1:9 – “companions” – Believers. 

 

1:10 – “Lord” – Jesus is called Yahweh. 

-  “the heavens are the work of Your hands” – Jesus created the angels. 

 

1:11 – “they will all grow old” – The scientific law of entropy proves this point. 

 

1:14 – “ministering spirits” – This could also be translated “worshipping spirits.”  Angels bow before 

God.  (Rev. 19:10; 22:9) 

-  “minister for those who will inherit salvation” – Angels service towards humans. 

- One day, humans will judge angels.  (1 Cor. 6:3) 

- This is the stance of all servants of God – worship God, serve humans.  You cannot give 

what you cannot receive. 
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Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “drift away” – This word is used of a boat slipping from its moorings. 

- Departure from the faith usually comes from slow drifting, not a sudden departure.  One 

doesn’t have to do anything to drift away. 

- The temptation for these Jewish believers is to drift back into Judaism. 

-  “earnest heed” – Lit. “sincerely listen.”  This is the remedy for sliding into religion. 

- Frontsliding into religion is as bad as backsliding into sin/rebellion. 

 

2:2 – “if” – Lit. “since.” 

-  “the word spoken through angels” – This was at the giving of the Law.  (Deut. 33:2; Acts 7:53) 

-  “transgression” – Lit. “to deliberately step across the line.” 

-  “disobedience” – Lit. “a failure to obey that results from the refusal to carefully listen.” 

 

2:3 – “we” – The writer includes himself.  This is the responsibility of believers. 

-  “neglect” – Lit. “ignore, disregard.”  This word is translated “made light of” in Matt. 22:5. 

- They are not aware of the danger of apostasy by religion.  Neglect is abuse. 

-  “confirmed to us by those who heard Him” – That is the Scriptures for us.  The NT was written 

largely by those who saw and heard Him.  (1 John 1:1) 

 

2:4 – “bearing witness both with signs and wonders” – The book of Acts makes it clear that these 

miracles support the message…and not the other way around.  (Mark 16:20) 

-  “His own will” – 1 Cor. 12:11 tells us “the Spirit divides as He wills.” 

 

2:5 – “the world to come” – This is looking to the Kingdom Age during the Millennial reign of Christ. 

 

2:7 – “little lower” – Lit. “for a little while lower.”  This speaks of duration of time. 

- Jesus, who is better than the angels (Heb. 1:4), has condescended to be made lower than the 

angels for the time being. 

- Saints will one day judge angels.  (1 Cor. 6:2) 

 

2:8 – “all things in subjection” – That includes the angels. 

-  “we do not yet see all things put under him” – Instead we see cancer, war, murder, drug use, 

injustice, infidelity, racism, genocide, famine, tears, pain, and death. 

 

2:9 – “But we see Jesus” – Present tense, active voice.  This is a present experience that we participate 

in, and it is the solution to drifting away. 

- “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.”  (Heb. 12:2) 

- “set your mind on things above, not on things of the earth.”  (Col. 3:3) 

-  “Jesus” – This is the first mention of the name, Jesus, in this letter. 

-  “little lower than the angels…suffering of death” – The descent of Jesus.  (Phil. 2:7-8) 

-  “taste death for everyone” – Lit. “on behalf of everyone.”  Substitutionary Atonement. 

 

2:10 – “captain” – or “pioneer.”  This speaks of one who opens the way for others. 

-  “perfect” – or “complete.” 

-  “perfect through sufferings” – For God to be a Savior, He must also suffer; for His sacrifice is 

the only means by which we could be saved. 

- There is something in the nature of God that couldn’t have been demonstrated without the 

Son’s suffering. 

- “It pleased the Father to bruise Him…”  (Isa. 53:10)  
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2:11 – “sanctifies” – Lit. “set apart.”  The present work in setting us apart from the world and to God. 

-  “are all of one” – God desires this closeness of relationship with us.  (John 17:21) 

-  “He is not ashamed” – Yet how often are we ashamed of Him? 

- Christians of Jewish descent were often shamed by their family members for trusting Jesus 

and calling Him Christ. 

-  “call them brethren” – He doesn’t stand apart from them while calling them brethren. 

 

2:12 – “to My brethren…to You” – The bi-directional work of Jesus.  Jesus remains Emmanuel. 

- “In the midst of the assembly” – Jesus is not only the object of our worship, but He is also 

present in our worship. 

 

2:13 – “trust” – This act of faith is how we receive the work of Christ into our lives. 

 

2:14 – “flesh and blood” – This is speaking of His incarnation.   

- “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom.”  (1 Cor. 15:50) 

- “Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones.”  (Luke 24:39) 

-  “destroy him…the devil” – The reality of which we are waiting to see. 

-  “to destroy” – Lit. “to render inoperative, to put out of business.” 

 

2:15 – “release those who through the fear of death” – This is true freedom.  (Gal. 5:1) 

-  “fear of death…bondage” – Death haunts us all. 

- The believer need not fear death.  It is the portal through which we will see God and be 

with Him forever.  (1 Cor. 2:9-10; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23) 

 

2:16 – “seed of Abraham” – That is us – including the Gentiles. 

 

2:17 – “had to be made like His brethren” – To be our Savior required His condescension.  (Acts 17:1-3) 

-  “merciful and faithful High Priest” – This allows for the ongoing relational work of representing 

the people to God.  (1 John 2:1) 

-  “propitiation” – The root word means the same as the Hebrew “kophar.”  It is to make atonement. 

- This is the positional work of Jesus to make the people acceptable to God. 

 

2:18 – “being tempted” – The temptation itself is not sin.  (Heb. 4:15)  

-  “aid” – Lit. “to run to the cry of.” 

- Vine’s Dictionary says a “succourer or helper” was a title of a citizen in Athens who had 

the responsibility of seeing to the welfare of the resident aliens who were without any civic 

rights. 

-  “tempted” – Because He has been there (Matt. 4) and He is here. 

- We tend to put the emphasis on us and our running to God. 

- Hebrews 3-4 tells what our responsibility is in relation to this promised life. 
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Chapter 3: 

3:1 – “Therefore” – Because we have a “merciful and faithful High Priest” who is “more excellent 

than the angels” but was made “perfect through sufferings.” 

-  “holy brethren” – Speaking to and of believers. 

-  “partakers of the heavenly” – Eternal life is already in their possession. 

-  “consider” – Lit. “fix the mind with all attention.”  (Luke 12:24; see also Rom. 12:2; Phil. 4:8; 

Col. 3:2; Heb. 12:2) 

-  “Apostle” – Lit. “a sent out one.”  In modern English, we would call this person an ambassador. 

-  “High Priest” – In that role, Jesus represents man to God. 

-  “confession” – (Greek “homologia”) Lit. “to say the same thing.” 

 

3:2 – “as Moses also was faithful” – Theme of Ch. 3 is that Jesus is better than Moses.  (Num. 12:7) 

 

3:3 – “the house” – This is a broad term meaning “household.” 

- God looks to make His home in and among His people.  (John 14:23; Col. 1:27) 

 

3:5-6 – Moses served as a servant.  Jesus served as a Son. 

- Moses’ service…Raised in Egypt, first attempt at delivering failed, fleeing to Midian, 

serving 40 years as a shepherd, seeing God and being sent with a promise…“I have come 

down to deliver them out and to bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey.”  

(Exod. 3:8) 

- Moses got them out, but he didn’t get them in. 

 

3:5 – “servant” – (Greek “therapon”) Lit. “service of an affectionate nature and hearty character.”  The 

verb use of this word speaks of a doctor who cares for the sick. 

-  “a testimony of those things which would be spoken” – There is a prophetic element of Moses’ 

ministry and writings that pointed to Jesus. 

- “the Law came through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  (John 1:17) 

 

3:6 – “as a Son over His own house” – Moses served in the house that Jesus owned. 

- Jesus created Moses. 

-  “whose house we are” – Moses blessed us in his service.  We can be thankful for his service 

without venerating him as a god. 

- We actually honor Moses the most when we follow the Jesus Moses was pointing to. 

-  “if we hold fast” – Perseverance is a hallmark of God’s children.  (v. 14; see also Heb. 10:26,38) 

-  “confidence” – Lit. “freedom of speech, openness.”  (Heb. 4:16) 

 

3:7-11 – Psalm 95 is calling believers to worship, surrender, and obedience. 

 

3:7 – “Today” – God is ever present tense.  And He is speaking to believers in this context. 

 

3:8 – “harden your hearts” – Where all the issues of life originate.  (Prov. 4:23) 

- This is the condition that must be met to hear God’s voice.  If the heart is hardened, then it 

becomes impossible to hear from God. 

-  “the rebellion” – Kadesh Barnea.  1½ years out of Egypt, they’ve received the Law, camped 

along the southern edge of Canaan - led there by a pillar of cloud/fire, and 12 men were sent in 

to evaluate the land.  Ten of them turn the heart of the multitude.  (Num. 13-14) 
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3:9 – “tried Me” – The people pushed God until He had to inflict the threatened punishment. 

-  “40 years” – From Egypt to Canaan was an 11-day journey. 

 

3:10 – “not known My ways” – They could have known His ways if they wanted to.  (Ps. 103:7) 

 

3:11 – “not enter My rest” – The author’s point is that Moses was unable to bring God’s people into 

the rest He promised to them.  (Exod. 3:8) 

- Moses couldn’t get himself in either, “because you did not believe Me to hallow Me in the 

eyes of Israel.”  (Num. 20:12) 

 

3:12 – “evil heart of unbelief” – Not an evil heart of adultery or murder, but unbelief. 

-  “unbelief” – God had said “How long will they not believe me, with all the signs which I have 

performed among them?”  (Num. 14:11) 

- “Unbelief is not inability to understand, but unwillingness to trust… it is the will, not the 

intelligence, that is involved.” (William Newell) 

-  “departing” – English “apostasy” comes from Greek word.  Deliberately rejecting! 

- Turning from a simple faith in Jesus for salvation is, in fact, a departing from God. 

-  “the living God” – This phrase is used 4 times in Hebrews. 

- Turning from a faith-based relationship with God means choosing death over the 

promised life. 

 

3:13 – “exhort one another” – This is the job of each believer, not just the pastor’s job.  (Heb. 10:24) 

-  “deceitfulness of sin” – Sin enters deceitfully and incrementally.  That is why we need others to 

exhort us when they see us deceived. 

 

3:14 – “confidence” – Lit. “freedom of speech, openness.” 

 

3:16 – “who…rebelled?” – He is speaking of “our fathers were under the cloud.”  (1 Cor. 10:1-5,11) 

- Of the 603,550 men counted in Numbers 1, only 2 entered the promised land. 

 

3:17 – “corpses fell” – They “did not believe…therefore He consumed their days in futility and their 

years in fear.”  (Ps. 78:32-33) 

 

3:18 – “did not obey” – Lit. “non-persuasible, unwilling to be persuaded.”  This word speaks of their 

stubbornness. 

- “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.”  (Heb. 4:9) 

 

3:19 – “unbelief” – There is no need to turn back to Moses and the law, because it could never bring 

us into His rest. 

- Failure of Unbelief: John 3:16; 6:29; 10:10; Col. 2:6; Rom. 1:17; 14:23. 
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Chapter 4: 

4:1 – “promise” – Promised life in this life.  Canaan is not a type of heaven. 

-  “his rest” – 5 times in vv. 1-10.  (Gen. 2:1-7) 

-  “come short of it” – It is just as possible for us to miss out on His rest as it was for the children 

of Israel under the guidance of Moses. 

 

4:2 – “gospel was preached” – Our entering into the promises of God directly correlates to our 

response to the Scriptures.  Those promises are not dependent on our circumstances, but on our 

“ears to hear” being “mixed with faith.” 

- Israel failed because they did not take God at His Word.  They chose to give more credit to 

the giants than to God and His promises.  (Num. 13:28) 

- Hearing the word of God without faith leaves the word fruitless in our lives. 

-  “faith” – The “leaning heavily upon” Christ.  (Lev. 1)   

- This is the first of 32 uses of the word “faith” in Hebrews. 

- “Faith applies what God supplies.”  It is not that faith generates the blessed rest; it simply 

allows us to receive what God has supplied for us in the work of Jesus on the cross. 

 

4:3 – “have believed” – The tense is “once and for all believed.”  Peace and rest result from faith. 

-  “works were finished” – Positionally, in Christ, the rest is secured to the believer.  (John 6:29) 

 

4:4 – “God rested on the seventh day” – God’s rest is open-faced fellowship with man.  In the Gen. 2 

account, He wasn’t tired, there was simply nothing left to do.  Fellowship with Adam and Eve 

is why He went to all the trouble to begin with.   

- Fellowship is deeper than relationship. 

 

4:5 – “My rest” – We rest where God rests; in the shed blood of Hs Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

4:6 – “disobedient” – Lit. “non-persuasible.”  (Heb. 3:18) 

 

4:7 – “do not harden your hearts” – The heart is where this battle is fought.  (Heb. 3:7,15) 

 

4:8 – “if Joshua had given them rest” – The fact that God continues to speak of a rest not fully 

realized, even after Joshua led Israel into the promised land, is proof that Joshua did not bring 

them into the full rest of God.  Only Jesus can do that. 

- The author is quoting from a psalm that was written in the promised land.  (Ps. 95) 

 

4:9 – “There remains a rest” – The abundant life that is available to us now. 

- The Jewish thought would relegate this promise of rest to the Kingdom Age during the 

Millennial Reign of Christ.  But there is something promised for this life.  (Ps. 27:13) 

- “The rest of Canaan was for victory and through victory” – Andrew Murray. 

-  “rest” – (Greek “sabbatismos”) Lit. “Sabbath rest.”  This is a different word from the previous 

uses of “rest” in this chapter. 

- “My peace I give unto you, not as the world gives.”  (John 14:27) 

- “Be anxious about nothing, but in everything with prayer…and the peace of God…will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 4:6-7) 

- Jesus’ yoke is easy and His burden is light.  It is the yoke of fellowship.  (Matt. 11:28-29) 
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4:10 – “own works” – We are not expected to cease from all works, but to cease from our own works.  

Biblical rest is not inactivity or lack of intensity, but rather the freedom to focus one’s energy 

on the important/eternal things of this life. 

- True rest is not found in vacation or from location. 

- “Be still and know that I am God” – Lit. “hands off and know…”  (Ps. 46:10) 

- “Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.”  (2 Chron. 20:17) 

- “Entire surrender to Jesus is the secret to perfect rest” – Andrew Murray. 

 

4:12 – The Word of God flays us.  It opens our heart to ourselves.  (Rev. 19:15) 

- “Sanctify them by Your truth.  Your word is truth.”  (John 17:17) 

- “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  (Rom. 10:17) 

-  “word of God” – Greek “logos.”   

- Jesus and the Bible are the same thing in different forms.  (John 1:1) 

-  “living” – God’s word is real and present. 

-  “soul” – Referring to the human psyche or mind. 

-  “spirit” – This is the eternal, God-given part. 

-  “discerner” – or “critic.”  Israel criticized God’s Word and died in the wilderness.  Instead, 

we are to let the word critique us so we can confess our faults and grow in our relationship 

with God. 

 

4:13 – “open” – Lit. “exposed, laid bare.”  The word speaks of a head being pulled back to expose the 

neck for execution or of a grappler slipping to the neck of an opponent to apply a submission. 

- We should be honest with God, because He this is how He sees us.  (v. 16) 

 

4:14 – “we have a great high priest” – This is what makes this rest attainable: knowing Jesus as He is 

now – the High Priest seated at the right hand of the Father providing access to the very throne 

room of God. 

-  “tempted” – Jesus was tempted, yet without sin.   

- Temptation and sin aren’t equivalent.  (James 1:12-13) 

 

4:15 – “weaknesses” – or “infirmities.”  These are our vulnerable areas.  

-  “in all points tempted as we are” – The one who suffers the most through a temptation is the one 

who stands the duration of the temptation without yielding to it. 

 

4:16 – “boldly” – Lit. “openness, all-spokenness.”  The Greek is translated “confidence” in Heb. 3:6,14.  

-  “throne of grace” – Believers do not come to the throne of judgment.   

-  “may obtain mercy” – The mercy is there if we seek God at the throne of grace. 

-  “help in time of need” – God gives us exactly what we need when we need it. 

 

Chapter 5: 

5:1 – “priest” – A man representing the people to God.  (Exod. 28)  Jesus’ incarnation made His 

priestly work possible.  (Heb. 4:15) 

- The role of a prophet was to represent God to the people. 

- No Jew would dare approach God without a priest. 

-  “appointed” – or “ordained.”   

-  “offer” – Lit. “continually offer.” 
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5:2 – “ignorant” – means “without knowledge.”  Sin can be unintentional and unknowing. 

-  “compassion” – (Greek “metripatheo”) Lit. “to be moderate or tender in judgement of 

another’s errors.” 

- God exalts the humble and chooses the weak to confound the strong.  (1 Cor. 1:27; 

1 Pet. 5:6) 

 

5:3 – “also for himself” – Jesus didn’t sacrifice for Himself.  He purchased a value He didn’t need. 

 

5:4 – “no man takes this honor to himself” – There is little that is more frustrating to watch than an 

individual trying to take ministry to himself. 

- Korah tried to take the priesthood to himself in Num. 16. 

- They are going against the plan and purpose of their lives.  (Eph. 2:10) 

- Those people are forgetting 2 things:  

1. The ordained Son “learned obedience by the things He suffered” (v. 8).  God’s 

authority always goes with God’s responsibility. 

2. God calls us as He called Aaron.  (Ex. 32 – after the golden calf incident.)  He calls 

us in our weakness and failure – to confound the wise. 

-  “called by God” – Ministry to God can only be effective if initiated by God. 

- During Jesus’ day, the Jewish High Priest was a Roman appointee.  This reduced the 

spirituality of the call and corrupted the position entirely. 

 

5:5 – “Christ did not glorify Himself” – Instead, He died on the cross. 

 

5:6 – “Melchizadek” – Gen. 14:18-20 and Ps.110:4.  These are the only 4 OT verses given to this guy. 

- Jesus was born into the tribe of Judah, not the tribe of Levi. 

- Melchizedek’s priesthood precedes the Aaronic priesthood. 

 

5:7 – “when He had offered up prayers” – This is speaking either of Gethsemane or Golgotha. 

-  “from” – (Greek “ek”) Lit. “out of.”  Jesus was delivered through death. 

-  “godly fear” – Jesus did not want to be separated from God the Father, but submitted to the 

Father’s plan out of reverence to Him. 

 

5:8 – “learned obedience” – Jesus didn’t learn how to obey; He had never disobeyed.  But He learned 

the experience of obedience which could only be known by doing. 

- Luke tells us that Jesus grew in wisdom as well as in stature.  (Luke 2:52) 

 

5:9 – “perfected” – Lit. “to complete or set apart.” 

- Jesus was perfect because He lived His life in complete submission to the will of the Father. 

-  “salvation to all who obey Him” – This obedience does not describe how we are saved, but 

rather describes the life of those who are saved.  It is the effect, not the cause, of our salvation. 

 

5:11 – “dull of hearing” – Lit. “slow of hearing.”  (This word is also used in Heb. 6:12 as “sluggish.”) 

- Those who had an initial experience of God but haven’t progressed with Him.  Instead, 

they have gone back into religious activity.  They are turning back to Judaism. 

- James 1:19 – “be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to get angry…” 

 What are we swift to?  What do we clear our schedule for?  Hurry…? 

 

5:12 – “milk” – Milk equates to the elementary principles of Christ.  (Heb. 6:1) 

- Paul speaks of the immaturity that requires milk in 1 Cor. 3:1-4. 
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5:13 – “only of milk is unskilled in the word” – Spiritual maturity is directly related to our 

understanding of the word.  (John 17:17) 

- Gal. 4:3 – “When we were minors, we were held in bondage by…the world.” 

- 2 Tim. 3:17 – “that the man of God can be equipped for every good work.” 

 Moving from milk to food is not always an easy and clear-cut move, but it is 

necessary.  To have a 30-year-old walking around with a bottle is sad and insane. 

-  “only of milk” – An adult diet will include milk, but will not consist only of milk. 

-  “he is a babe” – Growth has been stunted. 

 

5:14 – “by reason of use” – Most people who don’t grow in the Word, don’t need to. 

- Learning to use the Word is the surest way to keep growing in God’s Word. 

-  “discern both good and evil” – As the Word discerns in us; it teaches us to discern around us. 

- “The word of God is living and powerful…to the division of soul and spirit.”  (Heb. 4:12) 

- “The spiritual man discerns all things.”  (1 Cor. 2:14,15) 

 

Chapter 6: 

Hebrews 6 is a parenthetical note, breaking from the explanation of Christ coming in the order of 

Melchizedek to warn these Hebrew listeners of losing entirely their hope of salvation by leaving faith 

in Jesus in favor of following the OT law and sacrificial practices, spurred by their apparent slowness 

of hearing mentioned in Heb. 5:11-14. 

 

6:1 – “elementary principles” – The “first principles of the oracles of God…milk” of Heb. 5:12 are the 

first steps in God’s revelation of Himself and His plan of salvation through the OT Scriptures. 

- These elementary principles were the basic building blocks of the Christian faith as taught 

in the Old Testament.  However, they are not uniquely Christian doctrines.  These same 

tenets would be held by most serious followers of the Jewish religion.  And if the Hebrew 

church falls back to only milk, they will be moving away from faith and salvation in Jesus 

the Son of God.  Hence the warning in v. 6.  

- “The idea is not that ‘if you fall away, you can’t ever come back to Jesus.’  Instead, the 

idea is ‘if you turn your back on Jesus, don’t expect to find salvation anywhere else, 

especially in the practice of religion apart from the fullness of Jesus.’”  (David Guzik) 

 

6:2 – “baptisms” – (Greek “baptismos”) Lit. “Jewish ceremonial washings.”  (Mark 7:4,8) 

-  “laying on of hands” – In context, this refers to the laying of hands on the sacrifices to identify 

with and impute guilt. 

-  “resurrection of the dead” – The OT spoke of a general resurrection.  (Job 19:25-27; Dan. 12:2-3) 
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6:4 – “impossible” – In the Greek, this refers to vs. 6 “to renew them again.”  (Heb. 6:18; 10:4; 11:6; 

see also Mark 10:27) 

- The impossibility resides in the condition of their hearts and not in the grace of God.  The 

mindset that assumes we can perfect our standing with God by our own works, will 

eventually harden our hearts to the point where receiving God’s grace will be impossible. 

-  “those” – Switches from “we” and “us” to “those” and “they.” 

-  “once” – Aorist tense.  Idea is “once-for-all” and refers to the 5 participles that follow; “once 

enlightened,” “tasted the heavenly gift,” “partakers of the Holy Spirit,” “tasted the good word 

of God and…,” and “if they fall away.” 

-  “enlightened” – This word is used again in Heb. 10:32. 

-  “partakers” – Lit. “partner, participator.”  This does not mean they possessed the Holy Spirit.  It 

is a reference to the “para” work of the Spirit, and not the indwelling work (“en”) of the Spirit 

that happens at salvation. 

 

6:5 – “the powers of the age to come” – Some can do spiritual work and still not be saved (like those 

in Matt. 7:21-23 or Judas Iscariot). 

- There is a difference between backsliding and apostasy. 

 

6:6 – “if they fall away” – A participle clarifying/limiting the preceding 4 participles. 

- It is not a conditional statement, but more like “who have fallen away.” 

- Also aorist tense, speaking of those who have once-for-all fallen from Jesus, not just of 

those who sinned.  There is no hope of salvation for those who are away from Jesus. 

- It may be that we cannot lose our salvation, but it does seem that we can leave it and 

therefore prove we were never saved to begin with.  (1 John 2:19) 

-  “renew them again to repentance” – They would need to repent of the very actions that they left 

Jesus for in the first place.  For those who see a compromise between the Jewish religious faith 

and Biblical Christianity as an improvement on a relationship with God though simple faith in 

Jesus, in their minds turning back to Jesus would be an act of regression making repentance 

“impossible.” 

 Others pose possible solutions to understand this difficult section:  

1. Calvinists – try to do away with “if they fall away” as hypothetical. 

2. Armenians – say they lost their salvation but cannot explain “impossible.” 

3. Hebrew limited – Only Hebrew believers couldn’t be restored to salvation. 

4. Pseudo-believers – They weren’t saved to begin with – “enlightened.” 

 Or we need a new framework altogether…the Bible doesn’t speak of salvation as 

something that was done in the past or something that is limited to the future.  We are 

told that “whosoever believes on Him shall be saved.”  But there seems to be a 

category of individuals who have believed at one point and now no longer trust Jesus –

2 Peter 2:20, 1 John 2:19,  Mark 4:19.  These may not go back and trust a decision 

they made in the past if they aren’t relying on it currently.  They must come to trust to 

currently trust Jesus…“God will heal the backslider.” (Jer. 3:22) 

 

6:7 – “drinks in the rain” – Isa. 55:10-11 speaks of the Word of God coming as rain.  (Eph. 5:26) 

- Mark 4:19 – The Parable of the Sower. 

-  “bears herbs” – God is looking for fruit from our lives.  (John 15:5,16) 

- The same rain waters both briers and herbs. 
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6:8 – “to be burned” – “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; 

and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”  (John 15:6) 

 

6:9 – “beloved” – Now he comes back to the believer; note the “we” and “you.” 

 

6:10 – “ministered…and do minister” – Presently serving. 

 

6:11-12 – “assurance…not become sluggish” – Our sure salvation shouldn’t help us sin or make us 

sluggish; it should free us to serve others. (v. 10) 

 

6:12 – “faith and patience” – This is the exact opposite of “sluggish.”  

-  “inherit the promises” – Lit. “are inheriting the promises.”  Present tense. 

- These are promises, not gifts.  The reality of a promise is that there will be a period of 

waiting between the promise uttered and the promise received.   

 

6:15 – “patiently endured” – There is a difference between enduring and patiently enduring. 

- Abraham had 25 years of waiting to receive some of the promises. 

- Abraham made some pretty substantial mistakes while waiting, but he never changed gods.  

Every mistake he made was before his God. 

 

6:17 – “determining to show more abundantly” – Man must need some confirmation beyond the 

simple declaration.  And God condescends to give us what we need. 

- God verifies the truth of His Word by His own character. 

-  “immutability of His counsel” – Seems like such a stark contrast to vv. 4-8. 

-  “His counsel” – The wisdom of God has made a way for us to be saved. 

- “Yet God does not take away a life; but he devises means, so that His banished ones are not 

expelled from Him.”  (2 Sam. 14:14) 

- That He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”  (Rom. 3:26) 

 

6:18 – “impossible” – Same word as v. 4.  Nothing can take us out of His hand. 

- “What is impossible with man, is possible with God.”  (Mark 10:27) 

- “fled for refuge” – Referring to the OT cities of refuge that provided sanctuary until “the death of 

the High Priest.”  (Exod. 21:13; Num. 35; Deut. 19; Josh. 20) 

 

6:19 – “anchor of the soul…Presence behind the veil” – Our confidence is in being with Him. 

- Our anchor secures us when it connects and holds onto something stronger, yet unseen. 

-  “behind the veil” – The Holy of Holies. 

 

6:20 – “forerunner” – Jesus enters, and He expects us to follow Him, into the presence of God. 
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Chapter 7: 

7:1 – “Melchizedek” – He comes on the scene after Abraham and his 318 armed servants defeat the 4 

king coalition led by Chedolaomer.  On his way back from the victory at Dan, Abraham is met 

by Bera, King of Sodom – who asks for all the people in exchange for the spoil.  Melchizedek 

then comes on the scene to offer Abe bread and wine and bless him in the name of El Elyon.  

(Gen. 14:18-20) 

- Melchizedek’s ministry served to Abraham’s protection and provision. 

- Melchizedek appeared about 400 years before Moses, the Law, and the Aaronic priesthood. 

-  “king…priest” – God would not allow anyone under the Old Covenant to be both priest and king. 

-  “blessed him” – It is significant that nothing is said about the offering of sacrifices.  Instead, he 

came bringing bread and wine for the refreshment of the weary servant of God. 

 

7:3 – “like the Son of God” – Melchizedek is a type of Jesus Christ. 

- Melchizedek is like Jesus.  Jesus is the actuality that Melchizedek prefigures. 

-  “priest continually” – This is the main point of this passage.  Jesus’ priesthood is better than 

Aaron’s because it is more enduring. 

- All the other OT types of Jesus fall short – Jesus is greater than the angels, Jesus is more 

faithful than Moses, Jesus grants better rest than Joshua, and Jesus is longer lasting than 

Aaron.  Now the priesthood in the order of Melchizedek is greater than the priesthood of 

the order of Aaron. 

- The completed work of Jesus is still working.  (Heb. 2:17; 5:5,10) 

 

7:6 – The two-fold argument for the greatness of Melchizedek – 1. He received tithes and 2. He 

blessed Abraham. 

 

7:7 – “the lesser is blessed by the greater” – Because you cannot give what you do not have. 

 

7:9 – “Levi…paid tithes through Abraham” – It was a tenth of Levi’s inheritance given away. 

 

7:11 – “perfection” – Lit. “full attainment of a designed end.”  Idea is completion or maturity. 

- The Old Covenant could point, but it couldn’t fulfill. 

 

7:12 – “change of the Law” – A change in the priesthood requires a change in the Law. 

- Moving from Melchizedek being better than Aaron to Melchizedek replacing Aaron. 

 

7:16 – “endless” – Lit. “incapable of being destroyed.”  Can also be translated “indissoluble.” 

 

7:17 – “forever” – Forever in continuance. 

 

7:18 – “annulling” – Not making the Law untrue (Jesus didn’t come to abolish the Law); but no longer 

allowing that to be the motivating and controlling entity of our lives.  He came to fulfill the 

Law so that we could meet its standards of perfection in Him.  (Matt. 5:17; 1 Tim. 1:8) 

- We cannot draw near to God by the Law, or even by some combination of Law and grace.  

The Law must be set aside for us to draw near to God. 

- Greek word also used in Heb. 9:26 where it speaks of Jesus putting away sin.  Therefore, 

the disappearance of the Law is as absolute as the putting away of sin. 
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7:19 – “the Law made nothing perfect” – It could reveal the standard but it couldn’t help us reach it. 

- The Law is like a thermometer; it can diagnose a fever, but it cannot take it away. 

o 1 Tim. 1:8 – “The Law is good if one uses it lawfully.” 

o Gal. 3:24 – “the Law is a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ.” 

o Rom. 7:7 – “if it were not for the Law, I would not have known sin.” 

o Exod. 20 – The Ten Commandments…ending with “Do not covet.” 

o Matt. 5-7 – Jesus interprets the commands summing up with “Be perfect…” 

- The Mosaic economy brought nothing to a conclusion.  It could not offer a sacrifice which 

could pay for sin.  Therefore, it could not save anyone. 

o Heb. 10:14 – “by one offering He has perfected [believers] forever.” 

o Rom. 4:22-24 – “righteousness...is imputed to us who believe in [Jesus]. 

-  “perfect” – Perfection is necessary for us to be accepted by God.  (Matt. 5:48) 

 

7:21 – “they have become priests without an oath” – The Aaronic priesthood was instituted by 

heredity; the Melchizedekian priesthood was instituted by an oath. 

 

7:22 – “surety” – This is the down-payment or earnest money that guarantees a transaction. 

-  “better covenant” – Jesus is superior to Aaron, because He executes a more enduring priesthood 

and ministers under a better covenant. 

 

7:24 – “unchangeable” – Idea is “non-transferable.”   

- 1 Tim. 2:5 – “one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

 

7:25 – “save” – Tense is “continually save.” 

-  “uttermost” – The Greek word speak of quantity (all – guttermost) and extent (eternity.)  

-  “always lives to make intercession” – The continuing work of Jesus for us in the presence of God. 

 

7:27-28 – “once for all…perfected forever” – The completed work of Jesus on the cross. 

- Andrew Murray – “God has given you such a High Priest that you might live an impossible 

life, a life above sense and reason, a supernatural life in the power of His Son.” 

 

Chapter 8: 

8:1 – “the main point of the things we are saying” – This is a summation point. 

-  “seated at the right hand of the throne” – This speaks of Christ’s finished work.  (Heb. 1:3) 

 

8:4 – “there are priests” – Presently.  This dates Hebrews to before 70 AD. 

- The author seems to know that the prophesied destruction of Jerusalem is near.  (v. 13) 

 

8:5 – “copy” – Why fellowship with priests who are serving in a copied sanctuary when you can 

fellowship with Christ in the original heavenly sanctuary?  It would be like trying to live on 

the blueprint instead of in the building itself.  (Heb. 9:11) 

-  “according to the pattern” – The tabernacle on earth mirrors a greater reality in heaven.  

(Exod. 25:40) 

-  “pattern” – (Greek “tupos”) Lit. “type.” 
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8:6 – “more excellent ministry” – Comparing the physical-external work of the priests with the 

spiritual-internal work of Jesus. 

 The Coming King versus The Suffering Servant. 

-  “Mediator” – (Greek “mesites”) Lit. “one who stands in the middle between two people and 

brings them together.”  (1 Tim. 2:5) 

-  “better covenant” – The Old Covenant was based on man’s faithfulness to God, whereas the 

New Covenant is based on God’s faithfulness to man.  (Exod. 19:5; Jer. 7:23) 

 

8:8 – “make” – Lit. “accomplish.” 

-  “new” – Lit. “new and different.” 

- Jer. 31:31-34 was first written in the context of Israel’s fall to the Babylonians, marking 

their failure as a nation.   

 

8:9 – “they did not continue in my covenant” – The failure was on the part of the people. 

 

8:10 – “put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts” – A spiritual, internal, and heart-

level moral transformation that results in single-minded commitment to the Lord and His will. 

- This internal work provides the power and inclination to obey.  (Phil. 2:12-13) 

- “Grace will put into you everything that God wants to get out of you” – Jon Courson. 

-  “I will be their God” – A God that speaks to us gently and patiently. 

- Jer. 31:3 – “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness 

I have drawn you. 

- Isa. 30:15 – “In returning and in rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall 

be your strength.” 

- Isa. 30:21 – “Your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, ‘Walk in this way, walk in 

it…’ ” 

- Hosea 11:4 – “I drew them with gentle chords, with bands of love.” 

- Zephaniah 3:17 – “The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will 

rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love.” 

- 2 Samuel 22:36 – “thy gentleness has made me great.”  (Psalm 18:35) 

- Matthew 11:29 – “learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly of heart.” 

 

8:11 – “all shall know Me” – Now relationship with God on the part of man is made possible by the 

cleansing of the nature from sin.  The result of this cleansing is the knowledge of God, which is 

infinitely more than knowledge concerning Him. 

- The teacher and preacher only confirm what God has already spoken to a heart.  A teacher 

can describe, but he cannot generate, a relationship with the Lord. 

- A pastor must not believe it is his job to convince anyone. 

-  “None of them shall teach his neighbor” – No need for a ‘shepherd.’  This is as great safety for 

all of us.  (Rev. 2:6,15) 

 

8:12 – “For I will be merciful” – The motivating force behind our obedience. 

-  “remember no more” – This phrase literally means “hold against us no more.” 

- It doesn’t say that God forgets; rather He chooses not to remember. 

- Guilt over past failures comes when we remember our sins. 
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8:13 – “a new covenant” – The new covenant does not abolish the old, but supersedes it in the sense 

that through the new covenant the old is fulfilled and its purpose achieved. 

- “A new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the spirit give 

life.”  (2 Cor. 3:6)  

-  “ready to vanish away” – Jesus prophesied of the destruction of the Temple in Matt. 24:2. 

- The Temple was burnt to the ground by Roman soldiers invading the city in 70 AD. 

 

Chapter 9: 

9:1 – “divine service” – There was God-prescribed service in the earthy tabernacle. 

-  “the earthly sanctuary” – These are the shadows and symbols of the heavenly sanctuary. 

 

9:4 – “golden censer” – A censer was used to carry incense into the Holiest on the Day of Atonement 

to cover the Mercy Seat…“lest you die.”  (Lev. 16:12) 

 

9:7 – “once a year” – Only!  Yom Kippur - Day of Atonement. 

-  “blood” – This is the first use of the word “blood” in Hebrews.  It occurs 12 times in chapter 9. 

-  “sins committed in ignorance” – Willful sins were to be covered in the voluntary sacrifices 

spoken of in Lev. 5:17-19.  All other sins were covered on the Day of Atonement. 

 

9:8 – “not yet made manifest” – God’s Presence wasn’t freely accessed until Jesus. 

- By the veil, the tabernacle actually inhibited free and intimate worship of God. 

- When Jesus dies on the cross, that veil was torn from top to bottom to indicate that we were 

no longer limited in our access to God.  (Matt. 27:51) 

 

9:9 – “symbolic” – (Greek “parabole”) Lit. “a parable, or a figure.”  The OT sacrifices were 

ceremonial and all pointed to the effectual sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

-  “perfect” – And perfection is necessary to serve and worship God properly. 

-  “in regard to the conscience” – It couldn’t touch the heart to cleanse the guilt of sin. 

- It couldn’t provide access to God’s Presence, because it couldn’t change the heart. 

- The service was inadequate.  They were busy, but accomplishing nothing. 

 

9:11 – “But Christ…tabernacle not made with hands” – The comparison. 

 

9:12 – “with his own blood” – Jesus was both the offering and the offeror. 

-  “he entered the Holy Place” – His sacrifice earned His way into God’s Presence. 

-  “once for all” – Jesus performed an infinite, immeasurable sacrifice. 

 

9:13 – “the ashes of a heifer” – The ceremonial cleansing after touching a dead body.  (Num. 19) 

 



 17 

9:14 – “without spot” – He was without any inherent flaw.  (1 Pet. 1:19) 

-  “cleanse” – (Greek “katbharizo”) Lit. “catherize, drain out the poison.”   

-  “cleanse your conscience” – The Old Testament sacrifices were ceremonial and could only touch 

us externally.  Christ’s sacrifice was effectual and can permanently change us internally. 

- Conviction and condemnation, although they both feel miserable, are not the same things.  

Conviction drives you to God with a desperate need to be better.  Condemnation drive you 

away from God with the belief that change is forever hopeless. 

-  “dead works…serve the living God” – There’s a difference between “dead works” and “serving 

the living God.”  Dead works are acts of service to try to earn God’s favor.  Serving the living 

God is an act done in, or already procuring, God’s favor. 

- “God is not served by human hands as if He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 

breath, and all things.”  (Acts 17:25) 

-  “serve” – (Greek “latreuo”) It can be translated “serve’ or “worship.” 

- Jesus’ sacrifice has a greater effect on us, leading us to greater worship and service. 

- Cleansing is not merely for personal benefit.  Ultimately, cleansing leads to service.  

The true purpose is to please God (2 Cor. 5:9) and the true motivation is to love God 

(Mark 12:30).   

 

9:15 – “Mediator of the new covenant” – He is the executor, as well as the testator, of the 

New Covenant. 

 

9:16 – “death of the testator” – We are beneficiaries of the death of Jesus. 

- We cannot earn what is bequeathed in a will, only receive it. 

 

9:22 – “without shedding of blood…no remission” – Problem for the Jews since AD 70. 

- “The life of the flesh is in the blood.”  (Lev. 17:11,14) 

 

9:23 – “with these” – Referring back to the animal sacrifices. 

 

9:24-28 – “appear” – This word appears 3 times in these verses.  He is “now to appear” presently in 

v. 24.  He “has appeared” in the past tense in v. 26.  And, one day, He “shall appear” in the 

future tense in v. 28.  All three tenses are based on His finished work. 

 

9:24 – “into heaven itself” – This is the true place of worship.   

-  “to appear in the presence of God” – The intimacy allowed with God through Jesus. 

- Exod. 33 – “You cannot look at My face, for no man can see Me and live.” 

-  “for us” – On our behalf, as our Mediator and Advocate.  (1 Tim. 2:5; 1 John 2:1) 

 

9:26 – “end” – or “consummation” of the ages. 

 

9:27 – “die once…after this the judgment” – No reincarnation. 

- There have been exceptions to this principle such as Enoch, Elijah, the widow’s son at 

Nain, and Lazarus.  The raptured church will also be an exception to this rule. 

- My personal experience at Penn… Standing before the throne of God. 

 

9:28 – “apart from sin” – Jesus is coming again as the Conquering King, rather than the Suffering 

Servant; “a second time…for salvation.”  (1 Pet. 3:18) 
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Chapter 10: 

Chapter 10 is the climax in Hebrews of the supremacy and all-sufficiency of Jesus’ work on the cross. 

 

10:1 – “a shadow” – The OT sacrifices only pointed to a more real sacrifice yet to come.  (Col. 2:16-17) 

-  “perfect” – The work of Christ on the cross completes the work of salvation in us. 

- The OT sacrifices could not make us perfect.  (Heb. 9:9) 

 

10:2 – “ceased to be offered” – If the OT sacrifice could complete the work, then they wouldn’t have 

to keep offering them. 

 

10:3 – “reminder” – Not removal. 

 

10:4 – “blood of bulls and goats” – The OT sacrifices pointed to the sacrifice to come. 

- Genesis 3:15, 21 – “enmity between your seed and Her Seed…tunics of skin.” 

- The sacrifices of the OT were “a sweet savor of rest” before the Lord. 

 

10:6 – “no pleasure” – Although God had a ‘savor of rest’ in the OT sacrifices, it wasn’t because of 

the offerings themselves, but rather that they looked forward to the sacrifice of Jesus. 

- God is not appeased by sacrifice offered by humans. 

 

10:7 – “volume of the book” – There are over 300 OT prophecies of Jesus’ coming.  (John 5:39) 

 

10:9 – “takes away the first” – David wrote years after the setting up of the Levitical system annulling 

the OT sacrificial system with the “body You have prepared for Me.”  (v. 5) 

- When you come to God, you come to Him on His terms. 

 

10:10 – “sanctified” – Lit. “set apart.” 

-  “once for all” – It is an eternally completed work. 

 

10:12 – “sat down” – This is the third time in Hebrews. 

- Right now, in regards to us, Jesus is resting in His completed work offered on our behalf. 

 

10:14 – “perfected forever” – Past tense and eternally looking. 

-  “being sanctified” – Present tense. 

-  “perfected forever…being sanctified” – The sacrifice that justified us is also sanctifying us.  We 

can no more live a godly life in our own effort than we can wash away our own sins or glorify 

our bodies to get them to heaven…it’s all Jesus! 

 

10:16-17 – “the covenant” – The New Covenant is referred to a second time in Hebrews.  (Heb. 8:8-13) 

 

10:19-25 – “therefore…” – The writer now turns to apply the truths of Jesus to our lives.  The 

following are the things that the completed work of Jesus on our behalf should produce in us. 

-  “let us…” – Three times…draw near, hold fast, and consider one another. 

- In each case, the tense of “let us” speaks of a continuous action. 

 

10:19 – “boldness” – Lit. “boldness of speech.”  (Heb. 4:16) 

- Boldness allows us to walk through the midst of others and touch what they are admiring. 
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10:20 – “new” – Lit. “newly slain or freshly slain.”  Jesus’ sacrifice remains fresh. 

- Jesus is currently in glory “as a lamb bearing the marks of slaughter.”  (Rev. 5) 

 

10:22 – “draw near with a true heart” – We are to worship God “in Spirit and in truth.” 

- God has done all of this so that we would love Him and be in fellowship with Him. 

-  “true” – Lit. “honest, or matching reality;” as opposed to “false or lying.” 

-  “hearts…bodies” – Christ’s work effecting all of who we are; cleansing inside-out. 

-  “washed with pure water” – This refers to the way the priest’s cleansed themselves before 

offering the sacrifices. 

 

10:23 – “wavering” – or “bending.”  Keep from returning to the legalistic or religious system. 

 

10:24 – “consider one another” – Simply to “think or ponder about fellow believers.” 

- It takes some effort to think about what will help and bless another. 

-  “to stir up love and good works” – Christian fellowship is not just to make us feel better, but to 

motivate us to lives of godliness and service. 

- Christian fellowship is having Jesus in common.  (1 John 1:3,7) 

-  “stir up” – Lit. “incite, provoke.”  This word is translated “contention” in Acts 15. 

-  “love” – Not in feelings, but in action. 

- Love is action directed to another person.  It cannot be exercised for a cause or practiced 

in isolation. 

 

10:25 – “assembling of ourselves” – The gathering as Christians. 

-  “assembling” – Assembling a body is very different (and greater than) merely gathering together 

as a body.  Take the illustration of a bicycle – having all the parts of a bicycle merely gathered 

together is vert different (and inferior to) having all those same parts properly assembled into a 

functional bicycle. 

 

10:26 – “For if we sin” – This stands in contrast to the exhortations to believers in vv. 19-25. 

-  “sin willfully” – Lit. “continually sin willfully.”   

- Not falling or even backsliding, but apostatizing; like Heb. 6:6 – “if they fall away.” 

-  “no longer remains a sacrifice” – No other sacrifice is sufficient to remove sin. 

- Jesus in Gethsemane, “Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass…” 

 

10:29 – “trampled the Son of God…counted the blood a common thing…insulted the spirit of grace” – 

Turning from Jesus does these three things. 

-  “Spirit of grace” – In turning back to religious works.  (Zech. 12:10) 

- Blaspheming the Spirit is rejecting the testimony of Jesus given by the Spirit. 

 

10:30 – “Vengeance” – Lit. “justice.”  (Deut. 32:35-36; Rom. 12:19) 

 

10:32 – “you endured a great struggle” – These Jewish Christians have already been through so much. 

- In Acts 18, by 49 AD Claudius had already begun persecuting the Jews in the Roman 

Empire. 
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10:34 – “in my chains” – The author has already endured persecution in Jesus’ name. 

-  “enduring possession” – Looking to our heavenly home makes it possible to sacrifice things 

presently. 

- Abraham waited for “the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  

(Heb. 11:10) 

 

10:36 – “patience” – (Greek “hupomone”) Lit. “endurance, to bear up under.” 

 

10:37 – “yet a little while” – Lit. “yet a little while, a very little while.” 

-  “He who is coming” – The imminent return of Jesus Christ.  (2 Pet. 3:3-4) 

 

10:38 – “the just shall live by faith” – Habakkuk 2:4, also quoted in Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11. 

 

10:39 – “draw back” – To step away from trusting Jesus.  Speaking of those who sin willfully.  (v. 26) 

- In Rev. 21:8, the “fearful” head the list of all who will go into the lake of fire. 

-  “perdition” – Lit. “waste.” 

 

Chapter 11: 

11:1 – “faith” – Lit. “trust, believe, or lean heavily upon.”  (Rom. 14:23; Heb. 11:6) 

- Faith is the sense that perceives and interacts with God and His activity.  (v. 27) 

- Faith is a response to the word of God that points to the reality of God. 

- Faith functions in realms of the spiritual and the future. 

-  “substance” – English word “substance” is lit. “to stand under.”  It speaks of a foundation. 

- It is faith that holds one up and supports them through difficult times. 

-  “evidence” – Can also be translated “conviction.” 

- Faith is a response to things not seen.  Faith is not worked up in us.  Faith is the simple 

dependence on God because of what He has said and done.  Therefore, it is not faith in 

faith; but faith in Jesus and His Word.  No blab-it-and-grab-it… 

-  “evidence of things not seen” – Those living in faith point to an unseen reality. 

 

11:2 – “the elders” – The Jewish forefathers. 

-  “testimony” – (Greek “marturion”)  Lit. “witness.” 

 

11:3 – “By faith we understand” – Faith is not blind.   

- It is unbelievers who are “blinded by the god of this world.”  (2 Cor. 4:4) 

-  “understand” – or “perceive.” 

-  “worlds” – or “ages.”  (Heb. 1:2) 

- This visible world is often a great temptation to forget God.  But faith looks past this 

visible world to God Himself. 

-  “framed by the word of God” – God literally spoke the world into existence.  (Gen. 1) 

-  “the word of God” – (Greek “rhema”) This specific word for a specific purpose. 

- For every example in the half of faith, the challenge is not in determining the will of God, 

but in choosing to follow the will of God spoken into their lives.  None of them had to 

guess regarding God’s will. 

- Moving before you know God’s will is not faith, but presumption. 

-  “not made of things which are visible” – Formed “ex nihilo” – out of nothing. 

- Creation gives testimony to God.  There had to be a First Cause. 
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11:4 – “Abel…Cain” – Mark immediately that both Abel and Cain come to worship the same God. 

-  “more excellent sacrifice…gifts” – Abel offered animals in response to what God did before 

Adam and Eve on the heels of the fall.  (Gen. 3:15,21) 

- Cain and Abel both came to God.  Cain brought the effort of his own hands.  Abel brought 

substitutionary atonement.  Cain wouldn’t yield and “was of the wicked one.”  (1 John 3:12) 

-  “being dead” – Abel died a martyr’s death. 

- It can only be considered a martyr’s death if one dies while in obedience to God’s word. 

 

11:5 – “Enoch…pleased God” – “After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God.”  (Gen. 5:22) 

- Methuselah means “when he dies, judgment shall come.” 

- “Faith creates a close personal relation.”  (Vincent, as quoted in Wuest) 

 

11:6 – “impossible to please Him” – Romans 14:23 says anything not done in faith is sin. 

- John 6:29 – “the work of God is to believe on the one He has sent.” 

-  “impossible” – Heb. 6:4,18; 10:4; 11:6. 

-  “believe that He is” – Trusting that God is real. 

-  “He is a rewarder” – He rewards in this life and in the life to come.  (Mark 10:30) 

-  “diligently seek Him” – Diligence, persistence, endurance, and patience on our part are 

necessary to walk in faith. 

- Nobody passively walks in faith. 

 

11:7 – “of things not yet seen” – Noah hadn’t seen it yet, because it didn’t exist.  It had never rained 

before the flood came. 

-  “fear” – Lit. “ to act cautiously, circumspectly, to reverence, stand in awe of.” 

-  “prepared an ark” – Which took him 120 to build. 

-  “the saving of his household” – A total of 8 people. 

 

11:8 – “Abraham obeyed” – Faith responds to God’s word with obedience.  (Gen. 13) 

-  “not knowing where” –  

- He went from Ur of the Chaldees to the wilderness of Canaan at age 75.  (Acts 7:2-4) 

 

11:9 – “dwelt” – Lit. “to settle down alongside.”  He lived there as an alien and a pilgrim. 

-  “dwelling in tents” – Abraham was not motivated by the promise of a better life, but by the 

desire to please God.  (2 Cor. 5:9) 

- Abram was a man of the tent and the altar.   

 

11:10 – “the city” – This is the same city we are waiting for. 

-  “city which has foundations” – In comparison to his tent without foundations. 

- The vertical view determined his horizontal walk.  The steadfastness of heaven allowed 

him to hold earth loosely. 

 

11:11 – “Sarah” – She is only 1 of 2 women mentioned in this chapter.  (v. 31) 

- She had to go on the Word of God spoken to Abraham for years; then when she heard the 

promise directly from God, she laughed.  Therefore, they called his name Isaac. 

- Her example is held up to women of faith in every generation.  (1 Pet. 3:6) 

-  “she judged Him faithful” – Sarah did not reach for the promise; she looked to the God of the 

promise. 

 

11:12 – “as good as dead” – As far as reproductive ability, Abraham was “already dead.”  (Rom. 4:19) 
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11:13 – “not having received the promises” – The promises all culminate in Jesus. 

 

11:14 – “a homeland” – A native home. 

 

11:16 – “not ashamed to be called their God” – Though we are ashamed of Him at times. 

-  “to be called their God” – He will attach His name to us.  (The God of Abraham, Israel, 

Christians, etc.) 

-  “He has prepare a city” – As He said He would.  (John 14:2-3) 

- That city is described in Revelation 21-22. 

 

11:17 – “tested” – It is only a test if it challenges our will and our desires. 

-  “only begotten son” – The son of promise is the only son God recognized in this scenario. 

 

11:19 – “raise him up” – From the ashes.  (Abraham had a scenario, but trusted God.) 

- All of the promises of God were wrapped up in that young man! 

- It is our responsibility to obey His commands; it is His to fulfill His promises. 

 

11:20 – “Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau” – Isaac yielded to God’s will in affirming that the unintended 

blessing of Jacob remain upon him even after Jacob’s deception was exposed.  (Gen. 27:33) 

-  “concerning things to come” – Faith looks to the future. 

- For Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (in vv. 20-22), we get the final events of their lives as they 

pass the vision and calling of God on their lives to the next generation. 

 

11:21 – “blessed each of the sons of Joseph” – Recorded in Gen. 48-49. 

-  “leaning on the top of his staff” – Jacob needed the support of his staff due to the damage done 

to his hip years earlier in a wrestling match with God.  (Gen. 32:24-32; 47:31) 

 

11:22 – “made mention” – Lit. “remembered.” 

-  “the departure of the children of Israel” – Joseph prophesied of the miraculous deliverance 

of the nation of Israel from Egyptian bondage that would occur under Moses’ leadership.  

(Gen. 50:24) 

-  “his bones” – Joseph refused the burial practices of the Egyptians, including mummification 

and burial in a pyramid, to identify with God’s people in his death. 

- Joseph chose to look to the future home of God’s people rather than be memorialized 

in the kingdom of trial and bondage. 

 

11:23 – “Moses” – This is his Egyptian name.  His Hebrew name is never recorded. 

-  “his parents” – Amram and Jochebed. 

-  “beautiful child” – Acts 7:20 says they saw Moses was “well pleasing to God.” 

-  “not afraid” – Faith and fear are mutually exclusive. 

- “The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.”  (Prov. 29:25) 

 

11:24 – “the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” – Josephus and other Jewish traditions say this would have 

placed Moses in the succession to the Egyptian throne.  He would have been the next Pharaoh. 
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11:25 – “the people of God” – Moses chose to side with Israel, not merely because they were his 

nationality, but because they were God’s people.  In that way, he is similar to Rahab.  (v. 31) 

-  “passing pleasures of sin” – Sin is pleasurable, for a short season, but it is eternally damning. 

- This phrase does not refer only to lust and other gross sins; the phrase describes a way of 

life that we today would call “successful” – position, prestige, power, wealth, and freedom 

from problems. 

- “Stolen water is sweet…But the dead are there.”  (Prov. 9:17) 

 

11:26 – “Christ” – Messiah. 

-  “looked to the reward” – Moses valued the eternal over the temporal. 

 

11:27 – “not fearing the wrath of the king” – He ran because he was rejected by his people.  

(Exod. 2:15; Acts 7:23-29) 

-  “he endured” – Everything Moses did in delivering God’s people took multiple tries. 

-  “seeing Him who is invisible” – “The inward man is being renewed day by day…while we do 

not look at the things that are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For the things which 

are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  (2 Cor. 4:16,18) 

-  “Him who is invisible” – He is greater than Moses. 

 

11:29 – “passed through the Red Sea” – The nation of Israel walked on dry ground between two walls 

of water. 

-  “attempting to do so, were drowned” – Both the Israelites and the Egyptians tried to walk 

through the Red Sea, but the Israelites were in faith while the Egyptians were in presumption. 

 

11:30 – “the walls of Jericho fell” – As Joshua and the children of Israel obeyed the instructions of the 

“Commander of the army of the Lord.”  (Josh. 5:14) 

 

11:31 – “the harlot Rahab” – A Canaanite prostitute, she was the most depraved in a sexually perverse 

culture.  (Josh. 2:8-11; 6:22-25; James 2:25) 

- She recognized, due to what God had already done with Israel, that Jericho was theirs. 

- She is the mother of Boaz, great-great-grandmother of David, and in Jesus’ line. 

 

11:32 – “David and Samuel” – This is the only reversal of chronological order in the list of those 

living by faith. 

 

11:33-35 – Faith over (overcoming) circumstances. 

 

11:35-38 – Faith in (enduring) circumstances. 

 

11:37 – “stoned” – Tradition says Jeremiah and Zechariah were stoned to death. 

- “sawn in two” – Reliable Jewish tradition says that Isaiah was placed into a hollow log and then 

cut in half lengthwise with a wooded saw. 

-  “tempted” – They were offered release from imprisonment and torture if they would recant their 

faith in God. 
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11:38 – “the world was not worthy” – Modern society would like to say that a person of such faith is 

not worthy to be a citizen of the world.  God sees it the other way around. 

- “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what 

will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  (Matt. 16:26) 

-  “caves” – David’s army was gathered and trained at the cave of Adullam.  (1 Sam. 22:1) 

 

11:39 – “a testimony” – They revealed as much of the Lord as they could at that time.  (v. 2) 

-  “the promise” – Singular.  It refers to the Messiah and His kingdom. 

 

11:40 – “better for us” – Wouldn’t it be a shame if those who had never heard the life and words of 

Jesus actually had more faith in God than I who have all four Gospels?  “To whom much is 

given, much will be required.”  (Luke 12:48) 

-  “made perfect” – We are all made one in Jesus Christ.   

- Jesus is who all those saints were looking for and pointing to. 

- Faith requires a choice…you cannot have both: 

o It is either “the sin which so easily ensnares or…looking unto Jesus.”   

o It is either “trying to be worthy of the world or…obtaining a good testimony 

through faith.” 

o It is either “Egypt or…the people of God.”  

o It is either “the passing pleasures of sin or…the reproach of Christ.” 

o It is either an earthly “homeland or…a heavenly country.” 

o It is either accumulating things seen or…living in the “evidence of things not seen.” 

o It is either attaining all we can in this life or…living for “things hoped for.” 

 

Chapter 12: 

12:1 – “witnesses” – Lit. “martyrs.”  Witnesses of Jesus, not witnessing us. 

-  “lay aside” – We cannot live to please both worlds. 

-  “weight” – Not necessarily a sin, but anything that hinders the running of a marathon.  This 

could refer to something the athlete is carrying, wearing, or the weight he has gained through 

undisciplined eating and exercise habits. 

- Ex. My 13-mile run in a long sleeve t-shirt. 

-  “sin which so easily ensnares us” – Others have translated this as “the sin in good-standing” or 

“the sin which is admired by many.”  These would be socially acceptable sins. 

-  “endurance” – or “patience.”  (Greek “hupomone”) Lit. “to bear up under pressure.” 

-  “race” – (Greek “agona”) We get our English word “agony” from this root word.  (Phil. 1:30, 

Col. 2:1, 1 Thess. 2:2, 1 Tim. 6:12, 2 Tim. 4:7) 

- One degree off over a long distance puts us miles off course over time. 

-  “set before us” – We don’t choose our course; we only determine how we run it. 

- Every Christian gets their own course.  We are not running against another person, but only 

to finish our race well. 
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12:2 – “looking unto Jesus” – Lit. “ever looking off to Jesus.”  This can also be translated “to stare 

with awe.” 

- The call of Hebrews is to look to and listen to the Word of God spoken in Christ…for “He 

has in these last days spoken in Son.”  (Heb. 1:2) 

- It seems as if the persecution of the Hebrew believers is driving them from Jesus. 

- “Beware of anything that hinders your view of Jesus Christ…Trust no one, not even the 

finest saint to walk this earth, ignore him if he hinders your view of Jesus Christ.”  

(Oswald Chambers) 

- “Faith is not a once-done act, but a continuous gaze of the heart at the Triune God.”  

(AW Tozer in “Pursuit of God”) 

-  “for” – Lit. “instead of.”  Jesus gave up present joy to endure the cross.  (Phil. 2:6-8) 

 

12:3 – “consider” – Lit. “contemplate, meditate upon.” 

-  “consider Him” – The singular focus of the Christian life is “looking off unto Jesus.”  (v. 2) 

 

12:4 – “bloodshed” – They weren’t killing the Christians, yet. 

- Many of the OT saints suffered martyrdom, as did Jesus Himself. 

 

12:5 – “chastening” – Lit. “all that is necessary for instruction, training (for athletics).”  This is not 

punishment; nor is it suffering that seems to come by chance. 

- Every situation we find ourselves in life is an opportunity to deepen our faith and 

fellowship in Jesus Christ. 

- Some refuse to accept difficult situations as from God and miss the lesson. 

-  “sons” – Lit. “son of full age, adult son.” 

- God wants us to grow into mature sons. 

 

12:7 – “what son…does not chasten” – A bad one. 

- As God’s sons, we don’t get away with anything. 

- When God gives us over to our sin without consequences, it is a mark that we have 

fallen and are awaiting judgment.  (Rom. 1:24,26,28) 

 

12:8 – “illegitimate” – Lit. “children without a father.”  

-  “sons” – God never chastens outside of the context of our relationship with Him. 

- He prefers to speak into our hearts.  (Heb. 8:7-13) 

- Good fathers can be respected and obeyed while also being gentle and loving. 

 

12:10 – “as seemed best to them” – Imperfectly.  Sometimes in anger, and at other times for the 

parents’ benefit. 

- God does not discipline His children because He is angry at them, but because He 

loves them. 

-  “for our profit” – He always works everything for our good.  (Luke 11:13; Rom. 8:28; 

James 1:17) 

 

12:11 – “painful” – This is honest.  We are not expected to be masochistic. 

- The pain is necessary for correction and corresponds to the level of the stubbornness of 

the learner. 

-  “peaceable” – Jesus came to give “peace, not as the world gives.”  (John 14:27) 
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12:12 – “strengthen” – Lit. “to reset a dislocated joint to make it strong again.” 

-  “hang down” – He is instructing them to deal with discouragement. 

 

12:14 – “Pursue peace” – Lit. “be pursuing peace.”  Peace around results from peace within. 

- Rom. 12:18 – “as far as it is possible with you…” 

-  “holiness” – Our separated-ness unto God.  Holiness is a result of living in the conscious 

awareness of the presence of God. 

- Love of the world is hatred of God.  (John 15:18-25) 

 

12:15 – “looking carefully” – Looking unto Jesus.  (v. 2) 

-  “fall short” – Lit. “fall back from the grace of God.” 

-  “root of bitterness” – Like a weed, bitterness goes deep and keeps popping up all over.  

(Deut. 29:18-21) 

 

12:16 – “fornicator” – Those participating in any sexual activity outside of marriage. 

- The teenage mindset is that everything is okay as long as it isn’t intercourse. 

-  “profane” – Lit. “common.”  Those living with no concept of the sacred or godly. 

-  “sold his birthright” – Esau held his relationship with God in such light esteem that he traded 

that relationship for his present appetite and desire. 

- Esau sacrificed the eternal for the temporal.  (Heb. 11:16) 

 

12:17 – “no place for repentance” – Esau was regretful and remorseful, but not repentant.  The 

difference is demonstrated in his desire to kill his brother rather than surrender to the 

consequences of his foolish actions. 

-  “with tears” – “Tears are no proof of real repentance.”  (J.F.B. commentary) 

- Esau wanted the material blessing without the spiritual birthright. 

 

12:18-21 – Sinai was an awesome sight that couldn’t change the heart.  (Exodus 19-20) 

- We did not come to God through law and fear, but through grace and peace.  (Heb. 8:7-13) 

 

12:22 – “have come” – Presently living in the presence of God. 

- The heart was made with a desire for the eternal and a hunger for God’s presence. 

- “As the realities of Mount Sinai were apprehended by the senses, so the realities of Mount 

Zion are grasped by the soul.”  (AW Tozer) 

-  “heavenly Jerusalem” – This is our destination.  (Heb. 11:10,16) 

 

12:23 – “general assembly” – or “festive gathering.” 

-  “to God the Judge of all” – The New Covenant brings us to God Himself.   

 

12:24 – “to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant” – The fellowship of this covenant far exceeds that 

of the first covenant. 

- Again, the author is making the point that since experiencing God in the New Covenant, it 

makes no sense spiritually to return to the Old Covenant. 

-  “the blood…of Abel” – This likely refers to the blood of Abel’s sacrifice which was only a 

picture of the true sacrifice to come in Jesus Christ. 
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12:25 – “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks” – This sums up the main point of this letter. 

-  “See” – Lit. “keep on seeing.” 

-  “Him who speaks” – Jesus.  (Heb. 1:2; 12:1-2) 

- It is amazing that the God of the universe gives us audience.  It is amazing that He speaks 

to us at all. 

-  “refuse” – Lit. “excused themselves.”  It is amazing that He allows us a choice. 

- This word is used in Jesus’ Parable of the Great Supper in Luke 14:16-24. 

 

12:26 – “Yet once more I shake” – Quoted from Haggai 2:6. 

 

12:27 – “things that are being shaken” – In 70 AD, the Temple and all the temporary representations 

of God would be removed.  The author wants to keep them from being shaken when these 

religious icons are taken away. 

-  “things that are made” – The creation will one day pass away. 

- The heavens and earth will be burned up one day.  (2 Pet. 3:10;  Rev. 20:11) 

-  “things which cannot be shaken” – The heavenly Jerusalem.  (vv. 22-24) 

 

12:28 – “we are receiving a kingdom” – This has already started in the life of the believer. 

-  “serve God acceptably” – Only grace allows us to serve God properly. 

- This is a call to live in light of eternity.   

 

12:29 – “God is a consuming fire” – See also Deut. 4:24; Zech. 13:9. 

 

Chapter 13: 

13:1 – “brotherly love” – (Greek “phileo”) Lit. “fondness.”   

-  “continue” – The implication is that love has already been established by God. 

 

13:2 – “entertain” – Lit. “show love unto.” 

-  “strangers” – Specifically speaking of other Christians that we have only just met.  (v. 1) 

 

13:3 – “prisoners” – This refers specifically to those imprisoned for the sake of the gospel. 

-   “as if chained with them” – Showing compassion and empathy to the persecuted. 

 

13:4 – “Marriage is honorable among all” – In a Roman culture that was very sexually immoral. 

-  “the bed undefiled” – Sexual intimacy within marriage is free and clean.  (1 Cor. 7:2-5) 

- Matt. 19:5 – “leave father and mother, be united to, and become one flesh.” 

- Song of Solomon espouses the benefits of sexual intimacy within marriage. 

 

13:5 – “covetousness” – Lit. “the love of money.”  (1 Tim. 6:10) 

- These Jews will lose everything in the Diaspora of 70AD and following. 

-  “be content” – The presence of Jesus is more valuable to us than all our possessions. 

 

13:7 – “rule” – Lit. “guide or lead.” 

-  “spoken the word of God to you” – We are to obey leaders as their instructions line up with the 

Scriptures.  When we are asked to do something apart from the Word, we have the obligation 

to “obey God and not man.”  (Acts 4:19; 5:29) 

- If the leading cannot be refuted Biblically, there ought to be a “submission.”  (Heb. 13:17) 

 

13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same” – His unchangeable-ness makes Him sovereign and perfect. 
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13:9 – “carried about with various and strange doctrines” – Vulnerability to false doctrine is often 

motivated by a dissatisfaction in one’s relationship with Christ and a desire for something more 

mystical and fantastic. 

-  “not with foods” – Legalism.  (1 Tim. 4:3) 

 

13:10 – “those who serve the tabernacle” – The legalists from v. 9. 

 

13:13 – “outside the camp” – The context is the accepted and institutional Judaism of the time. 

- We all to some degree or another, at some time or another, must “forsake natural 

affections” to follow Jesus completely.  (Luke 9:26) 

- Leaving the fellowship on the horizontal for the fellowship on the vertical. 

 

13:14 – “here we have no continuing city” – God, in his mercy, will not allow you to be content here.  

There is something in us now that is attached to heaven.  (Eccl. 3:11; John 3:16) 

 

13:15 – “sacrifice of praise” – This is the Levitical term for a thank-offering in the Septuagint.  

(Lev. 7:2,35) 

 

13:16 – “to do good and to share” – Lit. “to fellowship.” 

- The proper praise of God involves both our blessed speech and our practical service of 

others. 

 

13:17 – “Obey” – Lit. “be persuaded.” 

-  “be submissive” – Submit first to God and His Word, and then submit to church leadership that 

teaches and administers God’s Word. 

-  “grief” – Lit. “groaning.” 

- A statistic that Damien Kyle has referenced numerous times is that the average pastor 

leaves the pastorate in America over 7 people.  That is all it takes to drive a pastor from 

the ministry. 

 

13:20 – “from the dead” – The resurrection power of Jesus. 

 

13:21 – “working in you” – We are to work out what God has worked in.  (Phil. 2:12-13) 

 

13:22 – “word of exhortation” – The author considers this letter an exhortation. 

 

13:23 – “Timothy has been set free” – Timothy was captured and imprisoned, but now freed. 

 

13:25 – “Grace be with you all” – This phrase is very familiar to the salutation of Paul. 

 

 


