
Haggai Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, and NIV Study Bible.  

 

Introduction: 

Haggai means “festive.” 

 

Haggai is the first of the post-exilic prophets.  He is speaking to the nearly 50,000 Jews that have 

returned to Jerusalem under the edict of Cyrus (Ezra 1:2-4; see also Isa. 44-45). 

- At first return, the Jews were intent on rebuilding the Temple.  But within 2 years, because 

of difficulty and opposition, the Jews ceased building the Temple.  (Ezra 4) 

- Haggai writes 16 years after the Jews initially ceased building the Temple.  (Ezra 5) 

 Eventually, in 516 BC, the Temple will be finished (that is 70 years after Babylon took 

Judah captive and burned the Temple in 586 BC). 

 

The Septuagint makes Haggai and Zechariah to be the penmen of Psalms 138, 146, 147, and 148. 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “second year…sixth month…first day” – August 29, 520 BC. 

-  “King Darius” – Darius Hystaspis ruled from 522-486 BC. 

-  “Zerubbabel” – means “sown in Babel.” 

 

1:2 – “the time has not come” – The time is whenever God says it is, but they are procrastinating. 

- They’re being disobedient to God’s call, because it doesn’t seem to be working. 

- “David said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord is under tent curtains.’”  (1 Chron. 17:1) 

-  “the Lord’s house” – The Temple was to be the center of Jewish life, politically and religiously.  

It was God’s presence in the Temple in the center of the nation that gave Jerusalem any real 

meaning at all. 

- “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you?”  

(1 Cor. 6:19) 

 

1:4 – “paneled houses” – Panels were luxuries in that day.   

- God is not condemning nice things, but their priorities.  They kept saying that God’s time is 

“not yet,” but they lived like their time is “already now.” 

- The pressing things are rarely important and the important things are rarely pressing. 

-  “this temple to lie in ruins” – They had cared for their own things to the neglect of the word 

of God. 

- Some scholars believe these were the cedar panels that were supposed to be used in the 

building of the Temple. 

 

1:5 – “Consider your ways” – God wants them to step back and evaluate their lives.  (Haggai 1:7; 

2:15, 18) 

- Really thinking about our lives can be very difficult in a culture of amusement and 

entertainment. 

 

1:6 – “sown much” – They have responded to their God-ordained lack by simply working harder 

rather than turning to Him. 

-  “eat…drink…clothe” – What the Gentiles seek after.  (Matt. 6:32-33) 

- The vacuum of the soul: You cannot meet a spiritual need with a physical solution.  Only 

fellowship with God truly satisfies the soul. 
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1:9 – “indeed it came to little” – They work hard, but can’t get ahead. 

-  “runs to his own house” – “But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to 

you.”  (Luke 12:31) 

 

1:11 – “drought” – This is a dry place resulting from failing to put God’s things first. 

- Some dry places are prescribed, but it would be wise to avoid the ones there aren’t. 

 

1:12 – “obeyed the voice of the Lord” – This comes 24 days after Haggai’s initial message. 

 

1:13 – “Then Haggai” – Because the people responded to God’s original message, He then changes 

His tone to encourage them in what they are doing.  

-  “I am with you” – Repeated in Haggai 2:4.  (Zech. 4:10) 

 

1:14 – “the Lord stirred up the spirit” – There is a beautiful revival as they respond to God’s word. 

 

1:15 – “twenty-fourth day of the sixth month” – Sept. 21, 520 BC. 

 

Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “seventh month…twenty-first of the month” – Oct. 17, 520 BC. 

 

2:3 – “Who is left among you?” – There seem to be some over 70 years old that had seen Solomon’s 

Temple before it was destroyed. 

-  “as nothing” – The elders wept when they compared this new Temple with the old one that had 

been destroyed by Babylon.  (Ezra 3:12) 

- It can be easy to become discouraged when we work so hard on something that seems so 

little. 

- There is a danger in comparing our work to anyone else’s work.  (Gal. 6:4-5) 

- God has the prerogative to build the Temple in whatever way He sees fit. 

 

2:4 – “and work” – Ministry is hard work.  (Haggai 1:8) 

- It is going to make you tired sometimes. 

- Damian Kyle’s “rule of M” – ministering, motivated, and moving before bringing them 

into the work. 

-  “for I am with you” – God’s presence. 

- The value doesn’t come from the form, but from the content.  They were evaluating the 

Temple based on how it looked.  God was evaluating the Temple based on who would be 

in it. 

- Jesus would eventually walk within the walls of this new Temple. 

- “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”  (Heb. 13:5) 

- There are times of tremendous discouragement in our service to the Lord.  The only way to 

persevere through is to make sure we are doing what we do with the Lord, in fellowship 

with God. 

 

2:5 – “word…covenanted…Spirit” – They have His Word, His covenant, and His Spirit. 

-  “fear” – Fear is a great hindrance to ministry.  (2 Tim. 1:7) 

 

2:6 – “shake heaven and earth” – Looking down to the end of the age.  (Hebrews 12:26) 

 

2:7 – “Desire of All Nations” – Looking to Jesus’ first and second comings. 
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2:8 – “the gold is Mine” – God does not lack for resources.  He could build a sold gold Temple if He 

wanted to. 

- He will give us what we need to do what He has called us to do. 

 

2:9 – “glory of the latter temple shall be greater than the former” – It will be true in our lives as well, 

as God has saved the best for last. 

 

2:10 – “twenty-fourth day of the ninth month” – Dec. 18, 520 BC. 

- This final message comes less than 4 months after the initial message.  (Haggai 1:1) 

 

2:12 – “the fold of his garment” – In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees would wrap their garments around them 

tightly to prevent them from touching anything unclean.  Jesus spoke of their hypocrisy in this, 

because they left the weightier matters of the Law undone. 

 

2:13 – “unclean” – Uncleanness can be transferred, but cleanness cannot.  For us to be clean, we must 

have the uncleanness removed.  (Isa. 6:6-7) 

 

2:14 – “what they offer there is unclean” – Unclean people are trying to do a clean thing, but you 

cannot spread holiness by religious practice. 

- A mixture between the clean and the unclean, between the spiritual and the natural, makes 

both unclean. 

 

2:15 – “from this day forward” – God is looking to a new day. 

 

2:17 – “turn to Me” – God’s dealings with them was to turn them back to Himself.  He is working all 

of this to win their hearts. 

 

2:19 – “from this day I will bless you” – God supports faithful workers. 

- We often want all the resources up front.  He often asks us to start with what we have…and 

then He will provide at the right time for what we need next. 

- Our obedience yields His blessing. 

 

2:20 – “the word of the Lord came to Haggai” – The 5th and final word to Haggai. 

 

2:21 – “Speak to Zerubbabel” – This final message is just for Zerubbabel. 

- Despite his failure to lead the people to finish the Temple for 16 years, God still chooses to 

bless His obedience in this way. 

 

2:23 – “like a signet ring” – Jeconiah had been like a signet ring plucked off (Jer. 22:24-30).  Now 

God seems to be reversing that curse on the Davidic line. 

- Zerubbabel is of the line of the Messiah.  (Matt. 1:12-13; Luke 3:27) 

- Some believe Zerubbabel will return to serve as governor of Jerusalem during the 

Kingdom Age. 

-  “I have chosen you” – That is where his authority comes from. 

 


