
Habakkuk Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, and NIV Study Bible.  

 

Introduction: 

Habakkuk means “to embrace” of “to wrestle.” 

- Habakkuk may have been a priest, as he references “my stringed instruments” in chapter 

3:19.  These instruments were used by the priest in Temple worship.  (1 Chron. 25:3) 

 

Written prior to Babylon’s destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.  This is a time when idolatry is 

rampant in Judah.  Babylon will be God’s judgment on His idolatrous people. 

 

Chapter 1: 
1:1 – “Habakkuk saw” – This is a vision.  Habakkuk is a seer. 

 

1:2 – “how long shall I cry” – Habakkuk desires God’s response to the sin of Judah. 

- Habakkuk is questioning and complaining, but he is being honest. 

-  “You will not hear?” – The prophets’ main message is to tell us that God is listening. 

 

1:3-4 – The present condition of Judah. 

- Habakkuk is initially concerned with the apathy and wickedness of those who are to be the 

people of God. 

 

1:4 – “powerless” – or “slack.”  Lit. “chilled.” 

- God is not slow in keeping His promises.  (2 Pet. 3:9) 

-  “wicked surround the righteous” – Both the just and the unjust are there together. 

-  “perverse judgment proceeds” – Because the wicked outnumber the righteous. 

 

1:6 – “Chaldeans” – Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians. 

- Habakkuk is seeing the progression of world nations and the rise of the Babylonian Empire. 

- “The Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will, and sets over 

it the lowest of men.”  (Dan. 4:17) 

 

1:11 – “Ascribing this power to his god” – Babylon would take the items of the Temple and place 

them in the temples of their gods. 

 

1:12 – “Lord” – Yahweh.  God’s covenant name. 

- Habakkuk has to figure out how God can both judge His people and maintain His promises 

to them (“we shall not die”).   

-  “my God” – Habakkuk owns God as his own. 

 

1:13 – “behold evil” – The idea is “to look on evil with approval.”  

-  “hold Your tongue when the wicked devours” – Why do the wicked prosper? 

 

1:14 – “like fish of the sea” – That is how Habakkuk saw the nation of Israel in his vision. 

 

1:16 – “sacrifice to their net” – Ascribing victory to their military might. 

 



 2 

Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “watch to see what He will say to me” – Habakkuk is waiting on God’s answer. 

- Habakkuk is still confused.  The answer he got doesn’t make sense to him. 

- God will often wait to answer our most important questions to test us to see if we truly 

want to hear His answer. 

-  “say to me” – Lit. “say in me.”  Habakkuk expects God to speak to his heart. 

- When you are in that valley, the One you need to hear from is the One who controls the 

valley.  Turn to God alone and directly. 

 

2:2 – “Write the vision” – Because God is going to announce the ultimate deliverance of the nation 

and destruction by the Babylonians. 

-  “tablets” – God is “setting this in stone.”  The Word is guaranteed. 

 

2:3 – “tarries” – Lit. “lingers.” 

-  “wait for it” – Because God’s Word will definitely come to pass. 

-  “tarry” – Lit. “to be late.” 

 

2:4 – “But” – In contrast to the proud. 

- The proud is the opposite of those who choose to live by faith, because those who live by 

faith recognize that there is no resource in and of themselves to rescue themselves. 

-  “the just shall live by his faith” – Quoted in Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38. 

-  “the just” – God differentiates along the lines of belief, not nationality, race, gender, or any 

other thing. 

-  “live” – This is for life…real and eternal. 

-  “faith” – A determined decision to live in response to God’s word. 

 

2:5-20 – God pronounces the future judgment on Babylon. 

- God agrees with Habakkuk’s assessment of the spiritual depravity of the Babylonians. 

 

2:5 – “He is a proud man” – Nebuchadnezzar was driven insane by God as a result of his pride. 

-  “wine” – The minor prophets speak much of wine.  (Hosea 4:11; Joel 1:5; Amos 2:8; Micah 6:15; 

Nahum 1:10) 

 -  The Babylonians were notorious for their drunken parties.  (Dan. 5) 

 

2:6 – “him who increases” – Those in leadership positions are prospering at the expense of those they 

govern. 

-  “pledges” – or “extortion.” 

 

2:11 – “the stone will cry out” – Their cruelty will be a testimony against them. 

 

2:12 – “bloodshed” – Bloody warfare. 

 

2:14 – “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord” – A future reality we 

look forward to.  (Isa. 11:9) 

- It is good to remember where all this is headed, especially in a time when the current 

situation is difficult and hopeless. 

 

2:15-17 – God rebukes their nudity (v. 15), their drunkenness (v. 16), and their violence (v. 17). 
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2:15 – “Pressing him to your bottle” – The pressure to participate in the orgies and drunken parties of 

Babylon. 

 

2:16 – “cup of the Lord’s right hand” – The cup of God’s judgment.  (Rev. 14) 

 

2:17 – “violence of the land” – The Babylonian armies would cut down the forests and raze the 

landscape. 

 

2:19 – “says to wood, ‘Arise’” – They are speaking to their inanimate gods.   

- You will become like your gods.  (Ps. 115; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 John 3:2) 

 

2:20 – “But the Lord” – In contrast to the idols of Babylon, God is not a piece of wood. 

-  “Let all the earth keep silence” – This includes Habakkuk and his complaining. 

 

Chapter 3: 

3:1 – “Shigionoth” – The exact meaning is unknown.  The word seems to signify emotion and 

crying out. 

 

3:2 – “O Lord” – In light of the questions and insanity of this world, it is good to remember the awe-

inspiring God we are speaking to.  Without an eye to God, this world would overwhelm us. 

- There is a difference between measuring our circumstances by God and measuring God 

by our circumstances. 

-  “revive Your work in the midst of the years” – He is asking God to remember His good despite 

and through the punishment to come. 

- This is our hope for revival.  If revival comes, it will be to revive His work…not ours. 

-  “revive” – Lit. “keep alive.” 

-  “mercy” – Earlier Habakkuk was looking for justice; now he is seeking mercy. 

 

3:3 – “God came from Teman” – Quoting Moses from Deuteronomy, as Moses was referring to the 

revealed glory of God at the time Israel received the Commandments. 

- Habakkuk is recounting the history of the nation of Israel with an eye to the faithfulness 

of God. 

-  “Teman” – The area of the Edomites. 

- This may be speaking of Jesus returning from Bozrah. 

 

3:4 – “His hand” – Revelation speaks of His right hand holding the seven stars.  (Rev. 1:16) 

 

3:5 – “Before Him went pestilence” – The Tribulation will proceed Christ’s return. 

 

3:6 – “measured the earth” – Lit. “weighed the earth.”  God measures the earth and its people. 

 

3:9 – “divided the earth with rivers” – Speaking either of the creation and formation of the earth or its 

destruction. 

 

3:11 – “sun and moon stood still” – Like Joshua battling at Aijalon.  (Josh. 10) 

- This is likely speaking of the Great Tribulation. 

 

3:12 – “indignation” – Likely speaking of the Tribulation. 

-  “trampled the nations” – Likely looking to Armageddon. 
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3:13 – “the head from the house of the wicked” – Possibly the Antichrist. 

-  “laying bare from foundation” – The idea is , “cutting it off at the source.” 

 

3:14 – “to scatter me” – As the armies of Armageddon come to scatter Israel. 

-  “in secret” – Apparently attacking in deception, possibly breaking a treaty of peace. 

 

3:16 – “my body trembled” – We would feel the same way at seeing these things. 

-  “rest in the day of trouble” – This is not necessarily for us to escape trouble, but for us to be able 

to rest in it. 

-  “invade them with his troops” – This seems to be speaking specifically of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

3:17-18 – The faith of Habakkuk. 

- Habakkuk’s faith is in God Himself…not just in what God will do for him. 

 

3:18 – “Yet I will rejoice” – Despite not seeing evidence of things working out in the present 

circumstances. 

- In the midst of a world that is out of control, God is still intimately involved in each of 

our individual lives. 

-  “rejoice in the Lord” – It doesn’t say that we rejoice for the circumstances, but rejoice in God 

while in these circumstances. 

-  “rejoice” – Lit. “jump up and down.” 

-  “joy” – Lit. “to spin around.” 

 

3:19 – “Lord God is my strength” – “But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.”  

(Isa. 40:31) 

- God will give us every resource necessary to do what He has called us to do. 

-  “deer’s feet” – These deer are sure, swift, and steady despite the rocky steps. 

 

 

 

 

 


