
Ezekiel Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, and NIV Study Bible.  

 

Introduction: 

Ezekiel means “God strengthens.” 

- Ezekiel was written between the 2nd and 3rd deportations of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem had not 

yet been completely destroyed.  Many of the Jewish captives in Babylon seemed to expect 

that they would soon return to their homeland. 

 

Ezekiel ministered for 22 years; from July, 593 BC to April, 571 BC. 

- According to Jewish tradition, Ezekiel was put to death by the captives in Babylon.  It is 

stated that they dragged him upon the stones until his brains were dashed out. 

 

Theme: “Then they will know that I am the Lord.”   

- This phrase (or variations of it) is found 65 times in Ezekiel. 

 

Outline: Ezekiel 1-24  Ezekiel’s prophecies against the nation of Israel (Judah). 

Ezekiel 25-32  Ezekiel’s prophecies against the nations. 

Ezekiel 33-48  Ezekiel’s prophecies for the future restoration of Israel and the Millennial 

Reign of Christ. 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “thirtieth year” – Many believe this is Ezekiel’s 30th year. 

- As a son in the priestly line, Ezekiel would have started his priestly work during his 30th 

year.  (Num. 4:1-3,23) 

-  “among the captives” – What must Ezekiel be thinking and feeling at this point?  Was he 

disappointed that now that he was of age to begin his ministry, he finds himself a captive in a 

foreign land? 

- Before God calls Ezekiel, He convinces him there is nothing he can do. 

-  “Chebar” – A canal on the Euphrates River. 

 

1:2 – “fifth day…fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity” – July 31, 593 BC. 

 

1:3 – “the word of the Lord” – Mentioned 7 times in Ezekiel. 

-  “Ezekiel the priest” – He was of the priestly line. 

-  “the hand of the Lord” – Lit. “into the grip of God.”  The phrase notes a sense of urgency. 

 

1:4 – “behold” – Lit. “consider this.” 

-  “whirlwind” – It was a whirlwind that carried Elijah into the presence of God.  (2 Kings 2:11) 

-  “a great cloud” – Covering God’s presence. 

-  “fire engulfing itself” – This fire is burning inwardly. 

- Could this be the same as the chariot of fire that separated Elijah and Elisha when Elijah 

was carried away by the whirlwind? 
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1:5 – “four living creatures” – The cherubim.  (Ezek. 10; Rev. 4) 

- These are the angelic creatures that guard the way to the presence of God.  (Gen. 3:24) 

- In the OT, the cherubim were a part of Jewish national life in the veil of the temple and on 

the banners of the tribal flags.  In the early church, they saw the 4 gospels in the faces of 

the cherubim: Matthew – lion, Mark – ox, Luke – man, and John – eagle. 

-  “the likeness of a man” – They carried themselves upright. 

 

1:7 – “calves’ feet” – May speak of agility. 

 

1:11 – “wings” – The seraphim have 6 wings.  (Isa. 6) 

-  “stretched upward” – The 4 cherubim seem to be at the 4 corners of the firmament.  (v. 22) 

 

1:14 – “like a flash of lightening” – They are moving at the speed of lightening. 

 

1:15 – “a wheel” – It seems the cherubim are carrying the palanquin, or chariot-throne, of God. 

- The wheels seem to speak of the omni-presence of God. 

-  “on the earth” – The throne-chariot of God is touching the earth.  God is not far removed. 

 

1:16 – “beryl” – A gold-green color. 

 

1:18 – “full of eyes” – This speaks of their ability to see everything. 

- The eyes seem to speak of the omniscience of God. 

- Some say this description parallels the modern sightings of UFOs.  They believe UFOs 

could be connected with demonic activity. 

 

1:22 – “firmament” – The platform of the throne of God.  

-  “awesome crystal” – This may be the sea of glass before the throne of God as seen in Rev. 4:6. 

- Ezekiel is looking directly to the presence of God above the firmament. 

 

1:26 – “sapphire” – A blue color.  

-  “the throne” – This is the throne of God described in Rev. 4:2-8. 

 

1:27 – “the appearance” – This is similar to the appearance of Jesus in Rev. 1:12-20. 

 

1:28 – “the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord” – This is even three steps removed 

from God Himself. 

-  “I fell on my face” – The common response in the Bible to seeing God.  This is an act of worship. 

- Ezekiel is experiencing in reality what he previously said he believed. 

 Much of the Church seems so right, it is dead right.  There seems to be so little 

experience of what is claimed to be believed. 

 

Chapter 2: 

2:1 – “Son of man” – Ezekiel refers to himself this way 93 times in this book. 

- Jesus adopts the title, “Son of Man,” of Himself from Daniel’s description of the Messiah 

in Dan. 7:13. 

 

2:2 – “Spirit entered me…and set me on my feet” – God’s calling is God’s enabling. 

- The Spirit of God, who empowered the chariot wheels (Ezek. 1:12,19; 10:16-17) and the 

creatures (Ezek. 1:20), now entered Ezekiel. 
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2:3 – “I am sending you” – Ezekiel gets his calling from the very presence of God. 

- If our work is not a direct result of our fellowship with the Lord, it is probably going to be 

something of our flesh. 

-  “rebellious” – It is amazing that God sees them as rebellious, but still He sends His prophet to 

them to reach them. 

- The words rebellious and rebellion are used more in Ezekiel than in the rest of the OT 

combined. 

 

2:4 – “Lord God” – (Heb. “adonai Jehovah”)  Lit. “sovereign Lord.” 

- Ezekiel uses this name for God 217 times.  The rest of the Bible only uses it 103 times. 

-  “Thus says the Lord” – In the Law it stated that if a prophet said “thus said the Lord” and it 

didn’t come to pass, then the prophet was to be stoned to death. 

 

2:6 – “do not be afraid of them” – God is referring to the people He is calling Ezekiel to talk to. 

-  “thorns are with you” – This might possibly refer to being whipped with thornbushes. 

 

2:7 – “speaks My words to them” – The primary responsibility of a pastor. 

- “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner 

of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  (Heb. 4:12) 

 

2:8 – “eat what I give you” – Ezekiel must first ingest the Word for himself.  (Rev. 10:9-10; Jer. 15:16) 

- On the day Ezekiel’s theology turned into reality, God gives him His word. 

 

2:10 – “lamentations and mourning and woe” – Yet it will be sweet to the taste when Ezekiel eats it.  

(Ezek. 3:3) 

 

Chapter 3: 

3:1 – “eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel” – Israel is rebellious because it has the word 

of God and doesn’t live it.  Before he speaks to the people, Ezekiel must first do what the 

nation of Israel has failed to do; and that it is, partake of God’s word. 

 

3:3 – “in my mouth like honey in sweetness” – The word was sweet to Ezekiel.  (Rev. 10:9) 

- It is through the Word that we are made “complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.”  (2 Tim. 3:17) 

 

3:6 – “people of unfamiliar speech” – Like Jonah to the Assyrians. 

 

3:7 – “Israel will not listen to you” – You would think that a ministry that started as Ezekiel’s did 

would see tremendous results.  But God knows otherwise. 

- God measures success, not based on results, but based on faithfulness. 

-  “because they will not listen to me” – The secret to all successful ministry: If the people will not 

listen to God, don’t try to get them to listen to you. 

-  “impudent” – or “stubborn.” 

- The hardest people to deal with are God’s people when they are in rebellion. 
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3:8 – “made your face strong against their faces” – Ezekiel is to be unflinching in his sharing of God’s 

word. 

- People’s faces often give away whether or not they like what they are hearing. 

 

3:9 – “adamant” – Like a diamond. 

 

3:11 – “whether they hear, or whether they refuse” – Our responsibility is to speak God’s word, not to 

try to get results. 

- This is especially important for the church of the last days to remember.  (1 Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 3; 

2 Peter, Revelation, Matt. 24; Luke 21; Mark 13) 

 

3:14 – “the Spirit lifted me up” – Just like He did for John on Patmos or Philip in Acts. 

-  “bitterness” – The scroll was sweet to the taste, but now it is bitter. 

 

3:15 – “Tel Abib” – This is not the Tel Aviv in Israel.  Tel Abib is located in Babylon.  

- “Tel Abib” means “hill of ears (of corn).”  And Ezekiel is being sent to a people who aren’t 

going to listen. 

-  “sat where they sat” – Ezekiel will identify with the people before speaking to them. 

- The comfort we give to others is the same comfort God gives to us in our difficulties.  

(2 Cor. 1:4) 

-  “seven days” – Ezekiel is stunned. 

 

3:17 – “hear…and give” – God uses people in touch with Himself to speak to those not in touch with 

Him. 

- Ezekiel’s call is not to argue or convince, only share what he has seen and heard from God.  

(Ezek. 2:4; 3:4; 3:11) 

-  “warning” – Lit. “light, shining.” 

 

3:18 – “his blood I will require at your hand” – If Ezekiel doesn’t tell the truth, he will bear some guilt 

for their sins. 

- “I am innocent of the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare to you the 

whole counsel of God.”  (Acts 20:26-27) 

- “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a 

stricter judgment.”  (James 3:1) 

 

3:23 – “went out into the plain” – How long did Ezekiel stand out there? 

 

3:26 – “mute” – God is using Ezekiel as an illustration. 

- The people won’t listen to the word, so God is using Ezekiel to speak to them through their 

eyes. 

 

3:27 – “He who hears, let him hear” – Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” (Matt. 13:43) 

 

Chapter 4: 

4:1 – “clay tablet” – Like a writing slate.  (This is an ancient iPad.) 

-  “portray on it a city, Jerusalem” – Ezekiel’s first message is to portray the siege and fall of 

Jerusalem.  This is referring to the third and final deportation of Jerusalem by Babylon. 

 

4:3 – “an iron plate” – Symbolizing Jerusalem’s inability to hear from God. 
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4:5 – “three hundred and ninety” – Going as far back as Jeroboam I. 

- We are not told how much of the day was to be spent lying next to that tablet. 

 

4:7 – “arm shall be uncovered” – Ezekiel may be pointing at the city. 

- God’s arm is made bare against His own people. 

 

4:8 – “I will restrain you” – Ezekiel is demonstrating the bondage Jerusalem is going to experience. 

 

4:9 – “make bread” – During the siege, they will make bread from whatever they can find. 

 

4:10 – “twenty shekels a day” – About 8-9 ounces. 

 

4:11 – “one-sixth of a hin” – A little more than a pint. 

- The land of milk and honey has become barren. 

 

4:12 – “fuel” – He is to use dung to burn for fuel.  

-  “human waste” – Specific instructions were given for human excrement in an effort to keep the 

camp clean.  (Deut. 23:9-14) 

- These are the conditions they will experience during the bondage. 

 

4:14 – “I have never defiled myself” – Ezekiel, a priest, has kept kosher his entire life. 

- This is similar to Peter’s excuse in Acts 10:9-16. 

 

4:15 – “cow dung” – Is this really that much better? 

 

4:16 – “by measure” – Rationed. 

 

Chapter 5: 

5:1 – “barber’s razor” – Being shaven was a sign of mourning and disdain in that culture. 

- Priests weren’t allowed to be shaved.  (Lev. 21:1-5) 

 

5:2 – “burn with fire” – This is equated with dying of the pestilence.  (v. 12) 

-  “one-third in the midst of the city” – The hair represents segments of the people. 

 

5:3 – “small number of them” – This is representative of the remnant that will be spared. 

 

5:6 – “She has rebelled against My judgments” – “And what great nation is that that has such statutes 

and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day?”  (Deut. 4:8) 

 

5:7 – “you have multiplied disobedience more than the nations” – Judah has sinned against great light. 

- “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom 

much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”  (Luke 12:48) 

 

5:8 – “in the sight of the nations” – God’s judgment on His people is a lesson to the observing 

unbelievers. 

 

5:9 – “of which I will never do again” – There is some near and far in this prophecy for the time of 

greatest suffering for Israel is still in the future.  (Matt. 24:21) 
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5:10 – “fathers shall eat their sons” – Prophesied in Lev. 26:29 and Deut. 28:53. 

 

5:13 – “they shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken” – The first use of this theme in Ezekiel. 

- Part of the purpose of prophecy is so that when the thing takes place that others will know 

that God is God. 

- Israel was cured of idolatry in Babylon.  (What would it take to cure America of idolatry?) 

 

5:15 – “reproach…taunt…lesson…astonishment” – The punishment of Israel will accomplish these 4 

things in the surrounding nations. 

  

Chapter 6: 

6:2 – “toward the mountains of Israel” – Ezekiel is speaking to the mountains because the people 

aren’t listening. 

- God will again turn to speak to the mountains.  (Ezek. 36) 

 

6:3 – “your high places” – The places of idolatry. 

- There is a strong testimony here to the failure of the idols to help those who have 

worshipped them. 

 

6:4 – “idols” – Lit. “dung pellets.”  The Hebrew is derisive and is used by Ezekiel 38 times, compared 

to only 9 times in the rest of the OT. 

 

6:5 – “the corpses of the children” – These mountains will see horrible things in the near future. 

 

6:6 – “all your dwelling places” – God is holding them accountable for the purity of their homes.  

They cannot control the whole nation, but they are responsible for their homes. 

 

6:8 – “Yet” – A word of God’s grace. 

-  “scattered” – The idea is “hidden.” 

 

6:9 – “remember Me” – They had ignored God while in their own land. 

-  “I was crushed” – God’s heart for His people makes Him vulnerable to rejection. 

- God chastens the sons that He loves.  (Heb. 12:5-7) 

 

6:14 – “Diblah” – Located at the southeastern part of the Dead Sea.  From there it goes off into the 

desert. 

-  “Then they shall know that I am the Lord” – This phrase (or variations of it) occurs over 60 

times in the book of Ezekiel.  It is the one major theme throughout.  (vv. 7, 10, 13) 

 

Chapter 7: 

7:2 – “An end!” – That is enough.   

 

7:3 – “repay” – We will all reap what we sow.  (Gal. 6:7) 

- God is going to pay them back according to their idols. 
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7:4 – “you shall know” – God continues to strive with us.  There is a purpose to all this discipline.  He 

wants them to know and draw near to Him. 

- God’s thoughts toward us are as the sand of the seashore and only good towards us 

continually. 

 

7:7 – “rejoicing in the mountains” – Their harvest times were huge celebrations, but they will be 

no more.   

 

7:9 – “the Lord who strikes” – (Heb. “Jehovah Makkeh”) Another compound name of God. 

- For those who are in Christ, the complete judgment of God has already been meted out in 

Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 

7:10 – “Pride has budded” – This destruction is the fruit of pride. 

- “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  (Prov.  16:18) 

 

7:12-13 – “buyer…seller” – God’s judgment on the economic system. 

-  “the whole multitude” – No human effort will be enough to survive a total economic collapse 

when it comes. 

 

7:13 – “seller shall not return” – The judgment won’t allow the people to come back to the land of 

their inheritance. 

 

7:16 – “Those who survive” – A small remnant will endure the difficulty and mourn the judgment. 

 

7:19 – “gold will be like refuse” – When times get really tough, gold and silver cannot sustain. 

- “Idolatry is worshipping the wrong thing” – A.W. Tozer. 

 

7:20 – “beauty of his ornaments” – Speaking of the Temple and the wealth of the Temple. 

 

7:22 – “My secret place” – The Temple will be judged too. 

 

7:23 – “chain” – Symbolic of the bondage they will be taken away in. 

 

7:26 – “Then they will seek a vision” – But it will be too late. 

 

7:27 – “the king” – Jeconiah.  He is in Babylonian captivity. 

-  “the prince” – Zedekiah.  He is the vassal-king in Jerusalem at this time. 

- Ezekiel never recognizes Zedekiah as king. 

 

Chapter 8: 

8:1 – “sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day” – This is exactly 14 months after the second 

deportation of Jerusalem, when Ezekiel was taken.  (Sept. 17, 592 BC) 

- Jerusalem will fall in 5 years. 

 

8:2 – “there was a likeness” – Possibly a theophany of Jesus Christ. 

-  “His” – God is a personage.   
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8:3 – “a lock of my hair” – This comes about 1 year after he shaved off his hair. 

- We are not sure if Ezekiel is taken to Jerusalem physically or if he goes in the Spirit 

and a vision. 

-  “the door of the north gate” – Into the Temple precincts. 

-  “seat of the image” – This could also be translated “throne of the image.” 

-  “the image of jealousy” – Likely a statue of Baal or Ashtoreth. 

- Josiah had removed the Asherah from the Temple 30 years before this.  (2 Kings 23:6) 

- The very presence of God is the greater reality.  He is in their midst and they are 

missing Him.   

- God is a jealous God.  (Exod. 20:5) 

 

8:6 – “do you see what they are doing” – God is asking Ezekiel to see. 

- God is making Ezekiel deal with the sin of His people, so that he will understand the 

importance of the heavy prophecies he is delivering. 

-  “abominations” – The nation is committing adultery against God right in His own house. 

 

8:9 – “Go in” – To the inner parts of the Temple, where only the priests were allowed to go. 

 

8:10 – “portrayed” – All kinds of immoral images associated with idolatry. 

- The plague of pornography has overcome the priesthood. 

 

8:11 – “seventy men” – This is the same number as the Sanhedrin.  The number goes back to the days 

of Moses when he appointed 70 elders to help oversee the work. 

- They are holding to the forms and traditions of their faith while at the same time forsaking 

the heart of it all in idolatry. 

-  “thick cloud of incense” – They are using their religious ceremony to hide their sin. 

 

8:12 – “in the dark” – Either speaking of them being alone or of their thoughts.  

- God sees what we do in the dark and in the imaginations of our minds.  We are to be 

“bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  (2 Cor. 10:5) 

-  “The Lord does not see us” – As Ezekiel and God are watching. 

 

8:14 – “Tammuz” – The son of Nimrod and Semiramus, he was the Babylonian god of resurrection. 

- The Jews in Jerusalem are falling into the Babylonian mystery religion. 

- They are worshipping Babylonian gods in Jerusalem, so God sent them to Babylon. 

 

8:16 – “toward the east” – They are turning their back on God to face the east.  They are actually 

positioning themselves toward Babylon. 

 

8:17 – “filled the land with violence” – Another by-product of abandoning God. 

-  “they put the branch to their nose” – There are many speculations about what this phrase means. 

 

Chapter 9: 

9:1 – “those who have charge over the city” – These are the spiritual principalities and powers that are 

influencing the nations. 

- The Bible indicates that only Israel has a Godly angel watching over it – Michael, the 

archangel. 

 

9:2 – “bronze altar” – The place of sacrifice, where judgment is placed on the innocent substitute.   
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9:3 – “the glory of the God of Israel had gone up” – In chapters 9-11, we see God departing from the 

Temple in Jerusalem and then from Israel entirely. 

 

9:4 – “put a mark on their foreheads” – God does not judge indiscriminately. 

- God does not judge the righteous with the wicked.  (Gen. 18:23-25) 

- Revelation 7 notes those who are sealed before the final judgments of God on this earth.  

Ephesians 1 says that we as believers are sealed with the Spirit at the point of our faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

-  “the men who sigh and cry” – If we are walking with God, the sin that grieves Him will also 

grieve us. 

- When society gets to the place where good people cannot affect change, the least they can 

do is mourn over the sin. 

 

9:6 – “being at My sanctuary” – Judgment begins at the house of God.  (1 Pet. 4:17) 

 

9:8 – “I fell on my face and cried out” – It is hard to understand how a God of love could let this 

happen, but in heaven we will be singing of the goodness and faithfulness of God forever. 

- It seems so cruel for God to allow innocent children to die in this plague, but the people of 

Israel have been sacrificing their children to Molech for some time now. 

 

9:9 – “the Lord does not see” – God is dispelling this lie. 

- “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the 

eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”  (Heb. 4:13) 

- And God is causing Ezekiel to see what He sees. 

 

Chapter 10: 

10:1 – “cherubim” – This identifies the creatures from Ezek. 1. 

- This is the 3rd time Ezekiel has seen this vision.  (Ezek. 1:28; 8:4) 

- This is another vision similar to the reality of God’s throne in heaven.  (Rev. 4) 

 

10:2 – “man clothed with linen” – The angel in charge of sealing the faithful of Jerusalem. 

-  “coals of fire” – This is a picture of the judgment of God. 

- This action in the spiritual realm will correspond to Nebuchadnezzar burning the city in 

586 BC. 

 

10:4 – “the glory of the Lord went up” – God’s glory is departing the Temple. 

-  “paused over the threshold of the Temple” – God’s glory is moving from the Temple by degrees.  

It is as if God Himself is grieving His own removal from the Temple. 

 

10:7 – “put it into the hands of the man clothed with linen” – A cherub reaches out with a hand from 

under its wing and pulls a coal from the fire in their midst before handing it to the angelic 

scribe who has been commanded to scatter the coals. 

 

10:9 – “beryl” – A yellow-green color.   

 

10:14 – “face of a cherub” – In Ezek. 1, this face was described as an oxen calf. 
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10:18 – “the glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the temple” – God takes one more step 

away from the Temple. 

- Did any of the activities of the Temple change or did they proceed without knowing that 

God had departed?  Did anyone miss the lack of God’s presence? 

- The glory of God will not return again until He comes in the person of Jesus Christ; and 

then He won’t be recognized as God’s glory.  (2 Cor. 4:6) 

 

Chapter 11: 

11:1 – “twenty-five men” – These are different from the 25 priests we saw earlier.    

-  “Jaazaniah….Pelatiah” – These men hassled Jeremiah throughout his service. 

-  “princes of the people” – This is the human government of Jerusalem. 

- God is standing directly over them now.  (Ezek. 10:19) 

 

11:2 – “wicked counsel” – It is the evil servant that says in his heart, “My master is delaying his 

coming.”  (Matt. 24:48) 

- It is a horrid failure of the ministers of the Lord to make people comfortable while they are 

in rebellion to the Lord. 

 

11:3 – “time is not near to build houses” – They have gone into the mode of self-protection. 

- Often people in positions of authority will use their positions to ease their own trouble 

rather than serving from that position to ease the trouble of others. 

-  “this city is the cauldron” – They are acting as if they are protected from the fire that is raging 

around them. 

 

11:5 – “the things that come into your mind” – God knows our thoughts afar off.  (Ps. 139:2) 

 

11:6 – “multiplied your slain” – The false prophets’ encouragement to rebel against Babylon only 

multiplied the number killed. 

 

11:7 – “Your slain…they are the meat” – God is saying that the only safe ones are the dead ones. 

- This may refer to the righteous they have put to death for their testimony. 

 

11:10 – “at the border of Israel” – Nebuchadnezzar is camped at Riblah, on the border of Syria, at 

this time. 

 

11:13 – “Pelatiah” – Like Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. 

- But Ezekiel is in a vision here.  We don’t know if Pelatiah dies at this time or if this is a 

prophecy of his death to come. 

- Pelatiah’s death somehow supports Ezekiel’s prophecies. 

 

11:15 – “your relatives” – Either Ezekiel’s blood relatives or his fellow believers. 

 

11:16 – “cast them far off” – The hope for the nation is not in those left in Jerusalem, but those in exile 

to the Gentiles. 

- Only the Jews have kept their national identity after being scattered among the nations for 

2,000 years. 

-  “little sanctuary” – Synagogues.   

- God Himself will be their sanctuary. 
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11:17 – “I will give you the land of Israel” – This was not completely fulfilled by Ezra or Nehemiah. 

- May 14, 1948.  Modern-day Israel took its name from Ezekiel’s writings. 

 

11:19 – “a heart of flesh” – Speaking of the spiritual rebirth of Israel.  (Rom. 11:25) 

- This is the New Covenant Jeremiah talked about.  (Jer. 31:33; 32:38-39) 

- This will only be fully realized when Jesus takes His rightful throne on the earth in 

Jerusalem during His millennial reign. 

 

11:20 – “they may walk in My statutes” – In contrast to what the people were doing in v. 12. 

- The only way to walk after God’s commands is to have an entirely new spirit. 

-  “they shall be My people, and I will be their God” – This is always what God wanted for them.  

In all of God’s judgments, He is looking for a people. 

 

11:23 – “the mountain” – The Mount of Olives. 

- God halts as He departs; it seems He doesn’t want to leave. 

- The Mount of Olives is the place of Jesus’ triumphal entry and ascension.  

- Jesus, when He returns, will touch down again on the Mount of Olives. 

 

Chapter 12: 

12:2 – “rebellious” – This word is used more in Ezekiel than in the rest of the OT combined. 

- The peoples’ inability to see and hear was willful. 

 

12:3 – “prepare your belongings” – Ezekiel is to pack his bags for a journey.   

- God makes Ezekiel into another action message. 

-  “It may be that they will consider” – God’s heart is for His people to get this. 

 

12:6 – “cover your face” – He will blindfold himself and walk through the hole in the wall. 

 

12:7 – “I did as I was commanded” – This is the key to Ezekiel’s ministry. 

 

12:9 – “What are you doing?” – God got their attention enough for them to ask this question. 

 

12:10 – “the prince of Jerusalem” – Zedekiah, the vassal-king in Jerusalem. 

 

12:13 – “My net” – God uses the Babylonians as His tool. 

-   “he shall not see it” – Nebuchadnezzar blinded Zedekiah before taking him to Babylon.  

(Jer. 23; Jer. 52; 2 Kings 25:1-7) 

 

12:15 – “they shall know that I am the Lord” – This is the hard way. 

 

12:18 – “eat your bread with quaking” – The famine will be very severe. 

- The next message Ezekiel with act out. 

 

12:22 – “days are prolonged” – The people are scoffing the prophecies of judgment by perpetually 

delaying them.  (2 Pet. 3:3-4) 

- They are not getting away with it; they are simply running out of room. 

 

12:27 – “times far off” – They aren’t going to respond to God’s warnings because they don’t believe 

they apply to themselves. 
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Chapter 13: 

13:2 – “out of their own heart” – The source of their messages. 

- They are delivering message of “peace” (v. 10, 16) when God is seeking for them to 

“repent” (Ezek. 14:6). 

-  “Hear the word of the Lord” – Hearing God’s word helps us to not speak our own. 

 

13:4 – “foxes” – These are parallel to the NT idea of wolves in sheep’s clothing.  These are those who 

devour the people of God by telling the people what they want to hear. 

- “Catch us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines.”  (Song. 2:15) 

 

13:5 – “to build a wall” – They haven’t encouraged the people to spiritually repair the breaches in 

their wall. 

 

13:8 – “I am indeed against you” – This is not good for Ezekiel’s popularity. 

 

13:9 – “prophets who envision futility” – Matthew, Mark, Luke, Timothy, 1 John, 2 Peter, and 

Revelation all warn of the proliferation of false prophets to come in the last days. 

- False prophets seem to escalate as destruction nears. 

-  “My people” – 7 times in chapter 13.  Their greatest mistake is that they are messing with God’s 

children. 

- God has the right to discipline His own children, but He won’t allow others to discipline 

His children without His permission. 

 

13:11 – “untempered mortar” – Just a phony façade. 

- They are not building, but just covering up. 

 

13:14 – “foundation” – The NT foundation is Christ and the apostles. 

-  “Then you shall know that I am the Lord” – This is the point of prophecy; God is telling things 

beforehand to show Himself to His people. 

 

13:16 – “visions of peace for her when there is no peace” – Anyone who comforts a professing 

believer who is living in sin and rebellion (whether pastor/priest or mother/father) is a false 

prophet to us. 

 

13:17 – “the daughters” – This is the only time the OT speaks against the women specifically.  These 

are the prophetesses. 

 

13:18 – “magic charms” – Any trinket that people may turn to rather than looking to God Himself. 

-  “veils for the heads” – Dressing provocatively (like Tamar with Judah). 

 

13:21 – “tear off your veils” – He will expose their immorality. 

 

13:22 – “lies” – Prosperity doctrine, peace, self-esteem movement, health and wealth, etc.  

-  “strengthened the hands of the wicked” – One of the worst things a minister of God could do is 

affirm somebody in their sin. 

- “The goodness of God leads you to repentance.”  (Rom. 2:4; see also Ezek. 14:6) 

 



 13 

Chapter 14: 

14:1 – “elders of Israel” – They are either a little inquisitive or frustrated, so they come to Ezekiel. 

 

14:3 – “Should I let Myself be inquired of?” – God is refusing to respond to their prayers. 

 

14:4 – “in his heart” – This is where God is looking. 

- Even in Babylon; God has removed their little statues, but they still worship idols in 

their hearts.  The don’t have statues of Ashtar anymore, but they are still full of lust. 

 

14:5 – “estranged from Me” – Idols separate us from God. 

- Idolatry is an indication of the loss of the sense of the presence of God. 

- “Keep yourselves from idols.”  (1 John 5:21) 

 

14:6 – “Repent” – The only message of God to the rebellious and idolatrous. 

 

14:8 – “proverb” – Those backslidden who are well known in their hypocrisy. 

 

14:9 – “I the Lord have induced” – “They did not receive the love of the truth…for this reason God 

will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie.”  (2 Thess. 2:10-11) 

 

14:10 – “punishment of the prophet” – God wanted people confronted by their sin.  The prophet that 

refuses to speak what God desires will be held accountable. 

 

14:11 – “that they may be My people” – This is God’s heart in all of this. 

 

14:14 – “Noah, Daniel, and Job” – The response of the people to God’s message is not entirely 

determined by the character of the messenger.  The greater factor is the heart of the people who 

are listening. 

- In Jeremiah 15, Moses and Samuel are referred to as intercessors. 

-  “Daniel” – A contemporary of Ezekiel, he was famous in his own generation for his righteousness. 

 

14:15 – “wild beasts” – Either referring to Nebuchadnezzar’s army or to literal wild animals. 

 

14:21 – “the sword and famine and wild beasts and pestilence” – This is the same formula as we see in 

Matt. 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, and Rev. 6. 

- Our escape from these things to come is based on the righteousness He has imputed into 

our account.  Jesus is where we get our righteousness. 

 

14:22 – “remnant” – God is faithful to Israel.  (Rom. 11) 

 

14:23 – “I have done nothing without cause” – The judgment of God s merited. 

- There will be a day when God’s judgments and actions will all be vindicated.  Every knee 

will bow and every tongue confess that God was righteous in all He has ever done. 
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Chapter 15: 

15:2 – “the vine” – Israel was the chosen vine.  (Isa. 5; Ps. 80) 

- The purpose of the vine is to bear fruit.  (Gal. 5:20)  The wood of the vine is good for 

nothing else other than bearing fruit.   

- Israel referred to in idioms: 1. the vine/vineyard – speaks of Israel’s spiritual relationship 

with God; 2. the fig tree – speaks of Israel nationally; 3. the olive tree – speaks of God’s 

covenant relationship with Israel. 

 

15:3 – “a peg” – It is not even good to use as a dowel rod. 

 

15:4 – “fire for fuel” – The one thing it is useful for.  The vine wasn’t created to be fuel for the fire, 

but that is what Israel is reduced to. 

- If Israel isn’t going to draw their life from God and live a separate lifestyle, then what is the 

benefit of it? 

 

Chapter 16: 

This is the longest and harshest chapter of Ezekiel.   

- In the Mishna, Rabbi Eleazar Ben-Harcanus said this chapter was so harsh that is wasn’t to 

be read or translated in public. 

 

16:2 – “to know her abominations” – This won’t make Ezekiel popular. 

 

16:3 – “Your birth and your nativity” – The Jew would take great pride in their heritage, but it is only 

God’s work in them that gives them any value. 

- The father of the nation of Israel was pagan and idolatrous.  (Josh. 24:2) 

-  “Amorite…Hittite” – The tribes that inhabited Canaan before Israel. 

 

16:4 – “naval cord was not cut” – The umbilical cord. 

-  “rubbed with salt” – Salt serves as a powerful antiseptic.   

 

16:5 – “thrown out into the open field” – Infanticide by exposure. 

- In that culture, sometimes girls were so little valued that when a baby was born and found 

to be a girl, the parents would just leave that baby in the field to die. 

- Before Christ, we were dead in our sins and trespasses.  (Eph. 2:1) 

-  “loathed” – Unwanted. 

 

16:6 – “I said…’Live’” – This is God’s word; it is nothing of their own strength. 

 

16:7 – “breasts were formed” – She has matured. 

 

16:8 – “the time of love” – From maturity to marriage.  

-  “spread My wing over you” – A sign of espousal.  (Ruth 3:9) 

-  “entered into a covenant with you” – God took Israel as His wife. 

- Yahweh is the covenant-keeping God is Israel. 

 

16:9-13 – Wedding rites. 

 

16:12 – “crown on your head” – National blessing. 
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16:13 – “succeeded to royalty” – Israel reached its climax under David and Solomon. 

 

16:14 – “fame went out among the nations” – Even the Queen of Sheba came to seen of the glory of 

Solomon’s kingdom. 

-  “your beauty” – The beauty of the nation came as a result of God’s presence and work. 

- God makes us beautiful from the inside-out. 

 

16:15 – “trusted in your own beauty” – Pride. 

- Satan is behind this.  (Ezek. 28) 

 

16:16 – “high places” – To worship other gods. 

 

16:18 – “My oil and My incense before them” – The oil and incense designed for Temple worship was 

being set before these idols that have given the people nothing. 

 

16:20 – “sacrificed to them” – Killing their children on the statues of Molech. 

 

16:21 – “My children” – In Exodus 13:2, God placed a claim on their firstborn children.  It was the 

fruit of their marriage relationship with Him. 

 

16:25 – “harlotry” – Spiritually, by turning to idols, and physically, by giving themselves over to 

depraved sexual lifestyles. 

 

16:27 – “diminished your allotment” – After the 701 BC siege of Jerusalem, the Assyrian king 

Sennacherib gave some of Jerusalem’s territory to the Philistines. 

-  “Philistines, who were ashamed” – Israel was so bad, they even put the pagan Philistines to 

shame. 

- At least the Philistines only had one set of idols.  Israel spread their legs to everybody that 

passed by. 

 

16:28 – “insatiable” – This happens when God is not enough. 

- What you are trying to satisfy is not the flesh, but the impure heart within.  And the sinful 

nature can never be satisfied. 

- Psalm 23:1 – “The Lord is My shepherd; I shall (literally) lack no good thing.” 

 

16:30 – “How degenerate is your heart!” – This is where the problem resides, no matter how much we 

would like to blame something else. 

 

16:32 – “an adulterous wife” – Jerusalem was to be the keystone of God’s work in Israel, but instead it 

was leading in the rebellion. 

 

16:33 – “payment” – Prostitution in reverse.  They are actually paying people to use and defile them. 

- God’s pain and heart-brokenness is in all of this, like Hosea with Gomer.  God allows 

humans to cause Him pain.  He made Himself vulnerable to us. 

 

16:38 – “break wedlock or shed blood” – Both adultery and murder were capital crimes in Israel. 

 

16:39 – “give you into their hand” – This is the process God takes people through when they choose to 

walk away from Him. 
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16:43 – “agitated Me” – They have caused pain and worry to God. 

 

16:44 – “Like mother, like daughter!” – We say, “Like father, like son.” 

 

16:45-46 – “Hittite…Amorite…Samaria…Sodom” – They are surrounded by idolatrous people. 

 

16:47 – “more corrupt” – Israel exceeded the sin of their neighboring nations.  And they sinned against 

great light. 

- God is saying that Israel is worse than Samaria and Sodom. 

 

16:49 – “the iniquity of your sister Sodom” – We tend to think the main sin of Sodom was its 

homosexuality, but that was only a result of deeper sins that had previously taken root in that 

culture. 

-  “pride” – We often speak of “having pride in ourselves” as a good thing. 

- And we repeatedly sing, “I’m Proud to be an American.” 

-  “fullness of bread” – We spend a significant amount of money on things that are not necessary 

for existence. 

-  “idleness” – Free time. 

- The average American watches over 50 hours of TV per week. 

-  “the poor and needy” – We tend to get and do things for our own gratification. 

- When necessity is no longer our main concern, then desire shifts to sensation and 

experience.  And then in our flesh, sensation turns to perversion. 

- Sin culminates in the public parading of perversion. 

 

16:52 – “justified your sisters” – When professing believers live in sin, then the unbelievers around 

tend to think that sin is okay. 

 

16:53 – “bring back their captives” – In a remarkable act of God’s grace, He is going to restore 

Sodom, Samaria, and Israel.   

- We will see this restoration at the end of Ezekiel. 

 

16:56 – “not a byword in your mouth” – Israel forgot what God did to Sodom in its sin. 

 

16:60 – “Nevertheless” – A word of God’s grace. 

 

16:62 – “I will establish My covenant” – God is committed to being faithful to His covenant.  (v. 8) 

-  “you shall know that I am the Lord” – God’s purpose in all of this. 

 

16:63 – “I provide you an atonement” – Through the work of Jesus Christ. 

- Until you know that God is satisfied in you, you will try to find your fulfillment with 

everything and anyone else in life. 

 

Chapter 17: 

17:3 – “great eagle” – Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon.  (v. 12) 

-  “Lebanon” – That is Jerusalem.  (v. 12) 

-  “cedar” – The royal line of David. 
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17:4 – “topmost young twig” – Jehoiachin/Jeconiah. 

- Jehoiachin was appointed king by Nebuchadnezzar following the second deportation of 

Israel by Babylon in 597BC. 

- Jehoiachin only reigned 3 months and was taken to Babylon in 597BC. 

- Zedekiah was appointed king by Nebuchadnezzar following Jehoiachin.  Ezekiel’s 

prophecy comes 5 years into Zedekiah’s reign, about 3½ years before the events take place. 

-  “land of trade” – Babylon. 

 

17:5 – “some of the seed” – Zedekiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had made king.  (2 Kings 24:17) 

-  “by abundant waters” – This is God’s grace.  He could have just destroyed them, but rather He 

places them by the waters of Babylon where they can be fruitful again. 

 

17:7 – “another great eagle” – The Egyptian Pharaoh (likely Hophra).  (v. 17) 

-  “bent its roots toward him” – Zedekiah is looking to Egypt for economic and military help.  

(v. 15; see also 2 Kings 24:20) 

 

17:10 – “east wind” – Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

 

17:12 – “what these things mean” – God now gives the interpretation to the parable. 

 

17:14 – “his covenant” – Zedekiah’s covenant with Nebuchadnezzar was established by God, so to 

break from Nebuchadnezzar was to break from God.  (v. 19) 

- Zedekiah continues the long history in Israel of turning from God to Egypt. 

-  “it might stand” – Nebuchadnezzar weakened Judah, but didn’t destroy it yet. 

 

17:18 – “he” – Zedekiah. 

 

17:19 – “My oath” – Speaking of Zedekiah’s covenant with Nebuchadnezzar. 

-  “I will recompense on his own head” – God is taking away every hope in the hearts of the 

captives other than repentance before Him. 

 

17:21 – “you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken” – But it will be too late. 

 

17:22 – “highest branches of the high cedar” – Speaking of the Messiah to come of the Davidic line.  

(Isa. 11:1; 53:2; Jer. 23:5-6; Zech. 3:8; 6:12) 

- Zerubbabel means “shoot of Babylon.”  He was a great-great-grandson of Josiah and of the 

line of the Messiah.  (Matt. 1:11-16; Luke 3:27) 

 

17:24 – “all the trees of the field” – Are we looking to the Millennial Reign? 

- “That at the name of Jesus  every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  (Phil. 2:10-11) 
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Chapter 18: 

18:2 – “the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge” – They are 

blaming their present difficulties on the sins of those who came before them.  (Jer. 31:29)  

- We live in a day and a culture that hates to take responsibility for personal decisions. 

- “Dysfunctional” is a buzz-word used to okay sinful lifestyles. 

- They are misusing the principle of passing iniquities to the children to the third and fourth 

generation.  (Exod. 20:5) 

- This phrase is used properly in Lament. 5:7. 

 

18:4 – “soul who sins shall die” – Each of us will give an account of ourselves before God. 

 

18:5-9 – This is what God looks at in the righteous man. 

 

18:6 – “mountains” – The immoral, idolatrous worship. 

-  “Nor approached a woman during her impurity” – This man is keeping the ceremonial law. 

 

18:13 – “he has done any of these abominations” – This man is judged according to his actions. 

-  “His blood shall be upon him” – A wicked child cannot live under the spiritual blessing and 

protection of a righteous parent. 

 

18:14 – “considers” – He reasons and makes a decision. 

- “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself.”  (Dan. 1:8) 

 

18:20 – “die” – The Bible speaks of two deaths; the physical death where the consciousness is 

separated from the body, and the spiritual death where the spirit is separated from God.  If 

physical death occurs as spiritual death is present, then there is eternal death. 

 

18:21 – “is a wicked man turns” – Repentance; to make a U-turn. 

- This is God’s grace.  He is pleading with us for our lives. 

 

18:22 – “None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered” – Forgiveness. 

-  “righteousness” – Ultimately, this is Jesus’ righteousness imputed onto us. 

- Our good doesn’t and cannot outweigh our bad. 

 

18:23 – “pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” – What truly pleases God?  (Heb. 11:6) 

 

18:24 – “when a righteous man turns” – Ezekiel is not dealing with the “eternity of the believer.”  The 

issue here is physical life and death. 

- But the OT principle that the righteous are blessed and the wicked aren’t carries to the NT 

believer as well. 

- The doctrine of “ancestral sin” is not Biblical. 

 

18:25 – “not fair” – God isn’t fair; He is gracious. 

 

18:26 – “When a righteous man turns” – The security of the believer comes from trusting in Jesus. 

 

18:30 – “according to his ways” – God will allow us to have it our way if we so desire. 
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18:30,32 – “Repent!” – What the people need to do. 

 

18:31 – “a new heart and a new spirit” – This happens when we are born again. 

 

18:32 – “take no pleasure” – Answer to v. 23. 

- God is pleading for their lives. 

- Some say this verse is the most important verse in Ezekiel. 

 

Chapter 19: 

19:2 – “among the lions” – Judah is about to be taken away and scattered among the surrounding 

nations. 

 

19:3 – “one of her cubs” – Jehoahaz.  (2 Kings 23:31-34; Jer. 22:10-12) 

 

19:4 – “pit” – Used to catch lions. 

-  “Egypt” – Pharaoh Neco. 

 

19:5 – “another of her cubs” – Jehoiachin.  (2 Kings 24:15) 

 

19:8 – “nations” – Not just Babylon.  (2 Kings 24:2) 

 

19:9 – “in a cage” – Jehoiachin was imprisoned in Babylon. 

- At the end of his life, Jehoiachin was released from prison by Evil-Merodach.  But 

Jehoiachin remained in Babylon until the end of his life. 

-  “Babylon” – Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

19:10 – “Your” – This may be speaking to Zedekiah. 

-  “bloodline” – Zedekiah was the last of the Davidic line of kings. 

 

19:11 – “strong branches for scepters” – Like David and Solomon. 

 

19:12 – “the east wind” – Babylon. 

 

19:13 – “planted in the wilderness” – Taken captive to Babylon. 

 

19:14 – “no strong branch” – This speaks of the end of the temporal Davidic dynasty. 

- From here the flow of the world powers in Daniel starts at Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon. 

 

Chapter 20: 

20:1 – “seventh year…fifth month…tenth day” – August 14, 591 BC. 

- This is the seventh year of the 70-year captivity in Babylon. 

-  “elders” – The elders came to inquire of him in Ezekiel 8 and 14 too. 

- The elders are not coming to hear God sincerely.  This is only a physical show. 

 

20:4 – “the abominations of their fathers” – The Jews took great pride in their forefathers, but the truth 

is that the forefathers resisted the work of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 7:51) 
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20:5 – “raised My hand in an oath” – God is swearing an oath. 

-  “made Myself known to them” – God revealed Himself as Yahweh to Moses and the nation of 

Israel through their deliverance from Egypt. 

 

20:6 – “milk and honey” – Livestock and produce. 

 

20:7 – “throw away” – They are not to store away or give away, but throw away.  They must burn 

the bridge.  

-  “the idols of Egypt” – God judged the idols of Egypt in the plagues.  (Exod. 32)  

-  “do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt.  I am the Lord your God” – This defines some 

of what it means to have the Lord as your God. 

 

20:9 – “for My name’s sake” – God works for His own reputation. 

- In Exod. 32, Moses argued for God’s glory. 

- God’s will in our lives works “to the praise of His glory.”  (Eph. 1:14) 

 

20:11,13,21 – “live” – God’s commands, when obeyed, give us life. 

- God’s law was unparalleled in that if followed it would keep His people healthy and 

prosperous. 

 

20:12 – “Sabbaths, to be a sign” – The Sabbaths were a sign of the covenant between God and the nation 

of Israel and they were connected with the Promised Land.  (Exod. 31:17; see also Col. 2:16) 

- The sign of God’s covenant with the Church is the bread and wine of Communion. 

 

20:15 – “raised My hand” – Another oath.  (v. 5) 

 

20:25 – “gave them up” – God let them have their own way.  (Rom. 1:24,26,28) 

 

20:28 – “provoked me with their offerings” – They turned away in the land of promise. 

 

20:29 – “Bamah” – means “high place.”  But the Hebrew comes from two separate words which mean 

“go” and “where.”  It is a play on words, the high places take them nowhere. 

 

20:31 – “you defile yourselves” – These elders have done the same things as the people in their 

rebellion against God and following of idols. 

-  “I will not be inquired of by you” – God reiterates this after giving the reasons why He will not 

communicate with the elders at this time. 

 

20:34 – “bring you out” – The future re-gathering of Israel. 

-  “fury poured out” – We haven’t seen the fury poured out yet; that comes in the Tribulation. 

- Israel will be the stumbling block of the nations. 

 

20:35 – “plead My case” – God’s furious love. 

 

20:37 – “under the rod” – As a shepherd, when he brings the sheep in from the field, he makes them 

pass under the rod to both count them and inspect them. 
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20:38 – “purge the rebels” – After the Babylonian captivity, only a small portion of the captives return 

to Israel.  The rebels who desire the things of the world will stay in Babylon.  Only those who 

really want the Lord and His things would return to Israel. 

 

20:39 – “Go, serve…idols” – God is giving them over to their own sinful desires. 

 

20:40 – “all the house of Israel” – The combined Israel and Judah. 

-  “all of them in the land, shall serve Me” – A picture of the future blessing of Israel. 

 

20:41 – “sweet aroma” – Lit. “savor of rest.”  This was always the result of the OT sacrifices. 

 

20:43 – “loathe yourselves” – For piercing their Messiah.  (Zech. 12:10) 

 

20:44 – “not according to your wicked ways” – God doesn’t deal with us according to our wickedness. 

- As John Calvin was working on his commentaries, he got to this verse, put down the pen, 

went to bed, and died.  This in some ways is a signature verse of the Reformation. 

 

20:45-49 – These verses are actually included with chapter 21 in the Hebrew Bible.  The thought of 

chapter 20 really ends at v. 44. 

- This is a parable of a forest fire leading to the 4 judgments of chapter 21. 

 

20:46 – “the south” – There are three different Hebrew words used for south in this verse. 

- Generally he is looking toward Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

20:49 – “Does he not speak parables?” – (Lit. “a riddler of riddles.)  Their response to God’s word is 

another example of why God is not speaking with them at this time. 

- They don’t take the word they do hear seriously; why would God give them more? 

 

Chapter 21: 

21:3 – “sword” – The picture changes from fire (Ezek. 20:47) to a sword. 

 

21:4 – “My sword” – Speaking of Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar.  (v. 19) 

-  “the righteous and the wicked” – There are some that the people in Judah considered righteous. 

- Ezekiel 18 said He wouldn’t judge the righteous with the wicked and Ezekiel 22:30 says 

there were no more righteous in Jerusalem. 

 

21:5 – “not return anymore” – This is after God has warned them for 40 years. 

 

21:6 – “sigh with bitterness” – Ezekiel is to resemble the heart of God in this judgment. 

 

21:7 – “it comes” – Referring to the sword they don’t see and want to deny. 

-  “says the Lord God” – As opposed to the false prophets. 

 

21:10 – “Polished to flash like lightening” – In an effort to intimidate the opposing army, soldiers 

would polish and then make their swords to glitter in the sun as they headed to battle. 

-  “the scepter of My son” – Referring to the Davidic line of kings.  (Gen. 49:10) 

 

21:11 – “the slayer” – Either Nebuchadnezzar or an angelic being. 
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21:12 – “Cry and wail” – From sighing to loud mourning. 

 

21:14 – “strike your hands together” – In an effort to get their attention. 

 

21:19 – “two ways for the sword of the king of Babylon” – At this time, three cities were rebelling 

against Nebuchadnezzar: Tyre, Jerusalem, and Rabbah.  On Babylon’s way from the north they 

will choose two of the three cities to attach, one being Jerusalem. 

 

21:20 – “Rabbah” – The capital of Ammon.  (Modern-day Amman, Jordan.) 

- The Greeks and Romans called this city Philadelphia. 

 

21:21 – “the king of Babylon stands” – And it hasn’t happened yet. 

-  “divination” – They use three different techniques to try to find the will of the gods. 

 

21:23 – “bring their iniquity to remembrance” – God is reminding Nebuchadnezzar of Jerusalem’s 

rebellion against him and therefore motivating Nebuchadnezzar to attack Jerusalem. 

- God is using their idolatrous divination to lead them to Jerusalem. 

 

21:25 – “prince of Israel” – Zedekiah.  (Ezekiel never calls him a king.) 

 

21:27 – “Until He comes whose right it is” – The Messiah. 

- Still to this day, Israel has no high priest and no king.  They have not had a king since 

Zedekiah. 

 

21:28 – “Ammonites” – Babylon will attack Jerusalem first, but will return for the Rabbah as well.  

(v. 20) 

- The Ammonites celebrated Jerusalem’s fall to the Babylonians and even planned to loot 

the city after Babylon left. 

 

21:32 – “not be remembered” – There are no more Ammonites around today. 

 

Chapter 22: 

22:2 – “the bloody city” – Speaking of Jerusalem.   

- In the Hebrew the phrase is plural, speaking of all the various ways they shed blood. 

 

22:3 – “idols” – The worship of Molech and sacrificing infants. 

 

22:6 – “princes” – Especially dealing with the civil leadership. 

- There is corruption among the government leadership. 

 

22:7 – “light of father and mother” – They are mocking traditional family values.  (Rom. 1:30; 

2 Tim. 3:2) 

- The family is the building block of society. 

-  “the stranger” – The foreigner. 

-  “mistreated the fatherless and the widow” – They are taking advantage of the less fortunate. 

 

22:8 – “profaned” – Lit. “to make common.”  They treated God and His special things as they did any 

other thing. 
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22:9 – “eat on the mountains” – Where they practiced immorality before the idols. 

 

22:11 – “his father’s daughter” – Incestuous sex or rape. 

 

22:12 – “usury” – Excessive interest. 

-  “you have forgotten me” – The root cause of all these other sins.  (v. 6-12) 

 

22:14 – “your hands remain strong” – Nobody can or will get himself through God’s wrath. 

 

22:17-22 – The parable of the furnace. 

- The furnace is an idiom for the Great Tribulation as well. 

 

22:18 – “dross” – These are the impurities burnt off in the crucible. 

 

22:22 – “furnace” – Within 10 years, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego will pass through the fire 

untouched. 

 

22:23-29 – “prophets…priests…princes…prophets…people” – The different groups of people are 

spoken against. 

 

22:24 – “not cleansed or rained” – Israel is the land watered by the rain of heaven.  (Deut. 11:11) 

 

22:25 – “conspiracy of her prophets” – Has that continued to the modern day? 

-  “treasure and precious things” – The false prophets are taking money from the poor. 

- Jesus warned of the ravening and extortioning wolves on His day.  (Matt. 7:15) 

 

22:26 – “made known the difference between the unclean and the clean” – One of the main 

responsibilities of the priests.  (Ezek. 44:23) 

- Even in the church, there are many that cannot tell right from wrong. 

 

22:27 – “princes” – The civil leaders. 

-  “dishonest gain” – They are more interested in the perks of the job than they are in the people 

they are to be serving.  The position is more important to them than doing right over wrong. 

 

22:28 – “untempered mortar” – The religious leaders have whitewashed the corruption of the people 

and the civil leaders. 

 

22:29 – “the people of the land” – The people have followed the example of the leadership. 

- It is true that we often elect the leadership we deserve. 

 

22:30 – “a man” – In contrast to the lists of people in v. 23-29. 

- This word specifically speaks of a male. 

- The man is Jesus Christ! 

-  “a wall” – For separation and protection. 

-  “stand in the gap” – This is the definition of an intercessor. 

- One normal person living in fellowship with God can make a difference. 
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22:31 – “recompensed” – God is only being fair. 

- The only reason God doesn’t recompense our sin on our own head is because there is a man 

to stand in the gap – Jesus Christ. 

 

Chapter 23: 

23:3 – “harlotry in Egypt” – They worshipped the gods of Egypt when they made the golden calf.  

(Exod. 32) 

- Israel maintained calf worship at Bethel and Dan. 

 

23:4 – “Oholah” – means “my tent.”  (Referring to the northern nation of Israel.) 

-  “Oholabah” – means “my tent is in her.”  (Referring to Judah.) 

 

23:5 – “Assyrians” – Assyria was the major world power of the day when Samaria was taken. 

- 1 Kings mentions the wars and alliances Samaria made with Assyria. 

- Judah and King Ahaz should have learned from Israel’s fall, but they went to do the 

same things. 

 

23:6 – “clothed in purple” – Assyria was impressive and very cruel. 

- Entire cities would commit suicide rather than fall into the hands of the Assyrian army. 

 

23:7 – “committed her harlotry with…Assyria” – Menehem tried to buy off Pul, king of Assyria, with 

1,000 talents of silver in 2 Kings 15:19. 

- Ahaz moved the idolatrous worship of the Assyrians into the Temple in 2 Kings 16. 

 

23:9 – “I have delivered her” – God allowed Samaria to be punished in their own desires. 

- God gave them over.  (Rom. 1:24,26,28) 

 

23:10 – “executed judgment” – The Assyrians took Samaria in 722 BC. 

 

23:11 – “more corrupt” – Judah was sinning against greater light as they saw God bring judgment on 

Israel for their idolatrous practices. 

 

23:12 – “desirable young men” – They had strength and national power. 

- Safety will not be found in a one-world political or military power. 

 

23:14 – “men portrayed on the wall” – Statutes of Babylon’s great victories. 

 

23:16 – “eyes” – What a powerful force the eye-gate is.  (Job 31:1) 

 

23:17 – “Babylonians came” – As Hezekiah showed the Babylonians all the wealth of Judah. 

 

23:18 – “I alienated Myself from her” – They lost the mind, will, and commands of God.  Moreover, 

they lost God Himself. 

 

23:24 – “chariots, wagons, and war-horses” – Babylon had very sophisticated weaponry. 

 

23:25 – “remove your nose and your ears” – In Babylon, if your wife was caught in adultery, they 

would shave off her nose and/or her ears. 

- The Assyrians would cut off the nose and ears of captives. 
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23:29 – “all you have worked for” – Everything they have gained by hard work. 

 

23:31 – “cup” – The cup of God’s wrath of a God-rejecting people.  (Matt. 26:39-44; Rev. 14:10; 16:19; 

Jer. 23; 25; Isa.51) 

 

23:34 – “tear at your own breasts” – They will realize their own uncleanness. 

 

23:35 – “because you have forgotten Me” – The reason for all this difficulty. 

-  “forgotten” – Lit. “to set aside, move out of a primary place.” 

- The great need of any nation is not social or political or military, it is to remember God. 

 

23:37 – “committed adultery” – He is looking at them as His adulterous wife. 

 

23:39 – “after they had slain their children…they came into My sanctuary” – Killing their own 

children to worship their idols, while still trying to maintain a relationship with God. 

 

23:40 – “painted your eyes” – They make more of an effort to fix themselves up for their adulterous 

lovers than they did for God. 

- They are doing things for their idols that God never required of them. 

 

23:42 – “Sabeans” – or “drunkards.”  The idea is raiders from the wilderness. 

 

23:45 – “adulteresses…she blood” – Both adultery and murder were capital crimes in Israel. 

 

Chapter 24: 

24:1 – “ninth year…tenth month…tenth day” – January 15, 588 BC.  The same date is given in 

2 Kings 25:1 and Jer. 39:1-3; 52:4-6.  

- By this time, Ezekiel has been prophesying for 2 years now. 

- The Jews in Babylon didn’t believe this was happening until a runner came from 

Jerusalem 5 months after the fall of the city in Ezek. 33:21. 

 

24:3 – “a pot” – Similar to Jeremiah’s, “I see a boiling pot, and it is facing away from the north.”  

(Jer. 1:13) 

 

24:4 – “choice cuts” – These are the people of Jerusalem who thought they were spared the exile of 

597 BC because of their goodness.  (Ezek. 11:3) 

 

24:7 – “her blood is in her midst” – Leviticus prescribed the covering and proper treatment of shed 

blood. 

- The NT speaks of “wantonness,” that is, exposing what should be hidden due to indecency. 

 

24:15-27 – This is the final action sermon of Ezekiel that is meant to communicate with the Jews of 

the severity of the impending judgment of Babylon against Jerusalem. 

- From ch. 25-35, Ezekiel prophesies against the nations. 

- From ch. 36-48, Ezekiel prophesies of the future restoration of Israel. 

 

24:16 – “the desire of your eyes” – The most precious thing to Ezekiel. 

- My wife is to be the desire of my eyes. 
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24:17 – “Sigh” – Grieve. 

 

24:18 – “I did as I was commanded” – Ezekiel’s greatest ministry was in his obedience. 

- How many would be bitter? 

- Ezekiel is a picture of God’s loss of His wife. 

 

24:19 – “what these things signify” – The people know Ezekiel is representing something to them. 

- If you do the right thing, more often than not, people will ask the right questions. 

 

24:21 – “My sanctuary” – They were trusting the structure and not the reality behind it. 

 

24:23 – “mourn with one another” – They will mourn more for the living than for those who have died. 

 

24:25 – “their stronghold” – The Temple. 

 

24:26 – “one who escapes” – The runner of Ezek. 33:21. 

 

24:27 – “be mute” – Ezekiel will not speak to the Jews again until the messenger comes in chapter 33.  

Instead he turns his messages to the Gentiles. 

- Some think that Ezekiel’s wife died on the same day the Temple was burned.  (Aug. 4, 

586 BC) 

 

Chapter 25: 

In Ezekiel 25-35, Ezekiel’s prophesies turn to the nations. 

 

25:3 – “Because you said, ‘Aha!’” – The Ammonites are gloating over the fall of Jerusalem. 

- Babylon would initially choose to attack Jerusalem over Rabbah (Ezek. 21:20).  But after 

the fall of Jerusalem, Babylon will also take Rabbah and Ammon. 

-  “when it was desolate” – Chronologically, Jerusalem hasn’t been destroyed yet. 

 

25:4 – “a possession to the men of the East” – The nomadic, Bedouin tribes to the east. 

 

25:5 – “Rabbah” – The former capital of Ammon. 

-  “a resting place for flocks” – As Israel and other Middle Eastern countries try to acclimate the 

Bedouins, they build settlements and housing for them.  But they found the Bedouins would 

pitch their tents outside the houses and allow their sheep to live in the houses. 

 

25:6 – “clapped your hands” – They celebrated as Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem the 

third time. 

 

25:8 – “Seir” – The mountain area on the border of Moab and Edom.  

-  “The house of Judah is like all the nations” – Moab is trying to equate Israel and the God of 

Israel with that of all the other nations. 

- Israel lost their separate place as a special people in the world. 

 

25:9 – “Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and Kirjathaim” – Three cities sitting on a plateau near one of the 

borders of Moab.  
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25:12 – “Edom” – These are descendants of Jacob’s brother, Esau. 

-  “what Edom did against the house of Judah” – Also spoken of in Obadiah. 

-  “taking vengeance” – Edom sided with Babylon as Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem. 

- Edom wouldn’t allow Jewish refugees to flee into its territory. 

 

25:13 – “Dedan” – Modern-day Saudi Arabia.  The destruction of Moab will extend all the way to the 

southern province. 

 

25:14 – “by the hand of My people Israel” – John Hyrcanus fulfilled this literally in 126 BC.  

(1 Maccabees 5:3) 

 

25:15 – “Philistines” – The most frequently mentioned enemy of Israel in the OT. 

-  “Philistines dealt vengefully and took vengeance with a spiteful heart” - They apparently took 

opportunity to attack a weakened Israel. 

-  “a spiteful heart” – God is dealing with the bitterness in the hearts of the Philistines. 

 

Chapter 26: 

In Ezekiel 26-28, the judgments are directed at Tyre.   

- Ezek. 26 – Judgment.   

- Ezek. 27 – Lamentation. 

- Ezek. 28 – Looking at the spiritual power behind the king of Tyre. 

 

26:1 – “the eleventh year” – Between 586-587 BC. 

 

26:2 – “Tyre” – The capital of Phoenicia.  

-  “the gateway of the peoples” – Israel’s location made it a natural bridge between Africa and 

anything to the east.   

- He Phoenicians controlled the waters for commerce from 1300-300 BC.  During that time 

most sea trade went through Tyre, while most land trade went through Israel.  Now if Israel 

falls, Tyre sees a potential opportunity for financial gain. 

-  “I shall be filled; she is laid waste” – Tyre is hoping to prosper commercially from the fall of 

Jerusalem. 

 

26:3 – “many nations” – Plural.   

-  “as the sea causes its waves” – One after the other. 

 

26:7 – “Nebuchadnezzar” – Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Tyre for 15 years from 586-

571 BC.  The mainland city had a spring within its walls and its fleet could keep it supplied 

from the Mediterranean. 

- Assyria had besieged Tyre for 5 years from 701-696 BC, with no success. 

- Babylon eventually took the city on the mainland, but before the city fell, Tyre moved its 

entire population to an island 1,000 ft. off shore. 

-  “king of kings” – The flow of world power will now pass through Babylon. 

- The prophecy comes 2½ years before Babylon’s siege on Tyre begins. 

 

26:8 – “villages in the fields” – The suburbs. 

 

26:8 – “your walls will shake” – The horses hooves will shake the walls of the city. 
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26:12 – “They” – Speaking of Alexander the Great. 

- In Alexander’s first battle with Tyre, Greece’s makeshift navy was defeated by the 

excellent seamen of Tyre. 

- In 322 BC, the Greeks took the island city of Tyre after only 7 months by using the rubble 

left behind by Nebuchadnezzar’s siege to build a road through the causeway of water 

between the mainland and the island city.. 

- Rome rebuilt Tyre, but not on its ancient site. 

 

26:13 – “harps” – Tyre was famous for its art and music.  (Ezek. 28) 

 

26:15 – “Will the coastlands not shake” – Alexander will want to make Tyre an example to all the 

other nations that would oppose him. 

 

26:19 – “I” – God is behind both Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great. 

 

26:20 – “I shall establish glory in the land of the living” – This may refer to Jesus and the Millennium. 

 

26:21 – “be no more” – Tyre will never be a world power again. 

 

Chapter 27: 

Ezekiel 27 is very similar to Revelation 18. 

 

27:3 – “the entrance of the sea” – Tyre ruled the sea.  

-  “I am perfect in beauty” – Note the pride.  Pride is one of the great challenges of greatness. 

- There is no condemnation in this passage for their greatness or excellence.  It is not a sin to 

prosper because you do something well. 

 

27:5-25 – Note all the nations Tyre did business with. 

- Tyre had tremendous scope and influence.  And in all its interactions, Tyre was the one 

who prospered the most. 

 

27:5 – “Senir” – Mount Hermon. 

 

27:10 – “in your army” – Tyre gathered a global military force. 

 

27:12 – “Tarshish” – This is likely either southern Spain or Britain.  

 

27:13 – “human lives” – Slave trade. 

 

27:14 – “Togarmah” – The Cossacks and Scythians were famous. 

 

27:18 – “wine of Helbon” – North of Damascus was famous for its vineyards. 

 

27:26 – “ships” – This begins the picture of Tyre as a ship on the sea being destroyed by an east wind, 

referring to Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar. 
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Chapter 28: 

Ezekiel 28 takes a look at the physical king of Tyre and his power and influence in the world 

economics as seen in chapter 27.  But it also then looks past the earthly king to the spiritual power 

behind it all; Satan. 

- “But He turned and said to Peter’ ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  You are an offense to Me, 

for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.’”  (Matt. 16:23) 

 

28:2 – “the prince of Tyre” – Ittobaal II.  

-  “lifted up” – Pride. 

-  “I am a god” – The self-actualization of revealing the hidden god within is the core teaching of 

the New Age philosophy that has influenced worldly thinking and popular Christian teaching 

alike.  (Rom. 7:17; Col. 1:27) 

- The Antichrist will also set himself up as God.  (2 Thess. 2:4) 

 

28:3 – “Daniel” – He has been in Nebuchadnezzar’s court 25 years at this time and he is famous in his 

own time. 

 

28:5 – “your great wisdom in trade” – He is a shrewd businessman.  

- He has great understanding in economics, commerce, art, music, politics, and military 

strategy. 

- “And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get 

wealth.”  (Deut. 8:18) 

-  “your heart is lifted up because of your riches” – Riches can be misleading.  Wealthy people 

often draw the wrong conclusions about themselves. 

- The church has often mistaken good businessmen for godly men. 

 

28:7 – “strangers” – Alexander the Great and the Greeks. 

 

28:8 – “Pit” – Sheol. 

 

28:9 – “say before him who slays you, ‘I am a god?’” – Divine sarcasm. 

 

28:10 – “death of the uncircumcised” – The Phoenicians practiced circumcision and considered it a 

curse to die uncircumcised. 

 

28:12 – “the king of Tyre” – A switch from the “prince of Tyre” of v. 2.  (See also v. 14.) 

-  “perfection” – Satan is the dominant power behind Ittobaal II.  (Isa. 14) 

- “Lucifer” means “light-bearer.” 

-  “perfect in beauty” – Handsome devil. 

 

28:13 – “You were in Eden” – Satan was in Eden in his pre-fallen state. 

- The time segments between the creation of angels and the creation of the world and 

between the fall of Satan and the fall of man are uncertain. 

-  “timbrels and pipes” – Satan was the worship leader in heaven. 

- Hitler’s strategy of propaganda was to first control the country’s art and music.  (Eph. 2:2) 

-  “you were created” – The king of Tyre was born, not created. 

- Satan is a created being.  He is not the negative equivalent of Jesus Christ.  (v. 15) 

 



 30 

28:14 – “fiery stones” – The elders of Israel saw the feet of God on a sapphire stone (Exod. 19).  Is 

that what this is talking about? 

 

28:16-18 – God’s 5 “I wills.”   

 

28:17 – “corrupted your wisdom” – Satan’s wisdom is a fallen wisdom. 

 

28:18 – “fire from your midst; it devoured you” – God will destroy Satan with what is in Satan. 

- “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal.”  (2 Cor. 10:4) 

- “The prince of the power of the air.”  (Eph. 2:2) 

- “Minds the god of this age has blinded.”  (2 Cor. 4:4) 

- “We are not ignorant of his devices.”  (2 Cor. 2:11) 

- “The ruler of this world.”  (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11) 

 

28:21 – “Sidon” – Tyre’s sister city; located 25 miles north of Tyre. 

- The city is still there; currently called Sieda. 

 

28:24 – “no longer be a pricking brier” – The people of God will no longer suffer under the Sidonians. 

 

28:25 – “gathered the house of Israel” – A picture of God’s restoration of Israel that began in 1948. 

-  “hallowed in them in the sight of the Gentiles” – Possibly referring to the battle of Ezekiel 38-39. 

 

Chapter 29: 

29:1 – “tenth year…tenth month…twelfth day” – Jan. 7, 587 BC.  One year after the Babylonian siege 

of Jerusalem had begun and 7 months before the fall of the city. 

 

29:2 – “Pharaoh” – Hophra.  

-  “Egypt” – In Ezekiel 29-32, Ezekiel prophesies against Egypt.  This will be the longest prophecy 

in Ezekiel against a foreign nation. 

- Zedekiah and Judah were looking for an alliance with Egypt to stand against the 

Babylonians.  God wants the Jewish captives to know that they cannot trust Egypt. 

- Egypt is a type of the world throughout the Scriptures. 

- Jeremiah also prophesied against Egypt in Jer. 43:10. 

 

29:3 – “great monster” – As in the prophecy of Tyre, this points to the physical king and the spiritual 

power behind him. 

-  “monster” – Most believe this to be a crocodile. 

 

29:4 – “hooks” – These are spiritual hooks. 

- Anytime God wants to pull political rulers into the fray, He can. 

-  “the fish of your rivers to stick to your scales” – These are the parasitic sucker fish. 

- Many peoples and nations were benefitting from Egypt’s wealth and power. 

 

29:5 – “wilderness” – The Egyptians took pride in being buried in their pyramids. 

 

29:6 – “staff of reed” – Reeds look strong, but are hollow and are therefore easily bent and broken. 

 

29:8 – “a sword” – Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon. 
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29:9 – “The River is Mine” – The Nile is God’s too. 

 

29:10 – “from Migdol to Syene” – The entire land of Egypt.  (Like “from Dan to Beersheba” in Israel.) 

 

29:12 – “forty years” – This is really hard to pinpoint, as defeated nations didn’t typically record their 

displacement. 

 

29:14 – “a lowly kingdom” – Egypt will never rise to its former power. 

 

29:16 – “the confidence of the house of Israel” – God will prove Egypt undependable. 

- Egypt has proven very unstable in the past 2 years.  (The Arab Spring of 2012.) 

 

29:17 – “it came to pass” – There is a 17 years break between v. 16 and 17. 

-  “twenty-seventh year…first month…first day” – April 26, 571 BC. 

 

29:18 – “strenuously” – The Babylonian siege of Tyre took about 15 years. 

 

29:20 – “given him the land of Egypt” – Nebuchadnezzar will take Egypt in less than 4 years. 

-  “they worked for Me” – God will pay Babylon with Egypt for its work at Tyre.  (See note on 

Ezekiel 26:7.) 

- Despite being a pagan nation, God still used them for His purposes. 

- God is saying that Tyre has fallen according to prophecy and Egypt is next. 

 

29:21 – “In that day” – Are we looking to something in Ezekiel’s time or something more future? 

-  “horn”  -Typically refers to power and strength. 

 

Chapter 30: 

30:2 – “Woe to the day” – The day is only worth “woe.” 

 

30:3 – “the day is near” – It is now nearer than it has ever been before. 

-  “the day of the Lord” – As opposed to the day of man that we currently live in. 

-  “Gentiles” – Unbelievers. 

 

30:4 – “the sword shall come upon Egypt” – This is a warning for Judah not to look to or trust in 

Egypt. 

- At this time, some were actually moving to Egypt to live.  (Jer. 42-44, 46-49) 

- Jeremiah and Ezekiel are prophesying the same things over 400 miles apart. 

 

30:5 – “Ethiopia” – South of Egypt. 

-  “Libya” – North Africa; west of Egypt. 

-  “Lydia” – Somewhere in northern Africa. 

-  “the men of the lands” – Possibly a reference to Judah’s alliance with Egypt. 

 

30:9 – “the careless Ethiopians” – Those who have allied with Egypt. 

 

30:10 – “By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar” – Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar will be a tool in the hand 

of God. 

 

30:13 – “destroy the idols” – In the Exodus, God had judged the various idols of Egypt.  (Exod. 12:12) 
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30:14-15 – “Pathros, Zoan, No, Sin” – Centers of idol worship in Egypt. 

 

30:18 – “Tehaphnehes” – In Jer. 43:7-10, Jeremiah placed stones at Tehaphnehes prophesying that 

Nebuchadnezzar would place his throne over those stones. 

 

30:20 – “eleventh year…first month…seventh day” – April 29, 587 BC.  Three months after Ezek. 29:1. 

 

30:22 – “the sword fall out of his hand” – Rendering them defenseless. 

 

30:24 – “strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon” – God is going to use Nebuchadnezzar. 

- At this time, Assyria is the dominant (although declining) world power. 

 

Chapter 31: 

31:1 – “eleventh year…third month….first day” – June 21, 587 BC. 

 

31:2 – “say to Pharaoh” – This prophesy is against Pharaoh himself. 

 

31:3 – “Assyria was a cedar” – Assyria is the dominant world power of the day. 

- Assyria was broken in virtually one evening, when God killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers 

outside of the city of Jerusalem in one evening.  (2 Kings 19:35) 

- In 609 BC, Pharoah Neco went to Carchemish to help the Assyrian Empire, which was 

reeling from Babylonian attacks.  The effort failed and the Assyrian passed from history. 

- God uses the analogy of a tree with Nebuchadnezzar too.  (Dan. 4) 

 

31:4 – “waters made it grow” – The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 

 

31:6 – “the birds of the heavens made their nests in its boughs” – Jesus used similar pictures in Matt. 13. 

 

31:9 – “I made it beautiful” – The kings of Tyre, Egypt, and Babylon were boasting of their beauty, 

but God had raised up Assyria at this time. 

-  “trees of Eden” – This may be referencing the spiritual powers behind the nations. 

 

31:10 – “Because you have increased in height…its heart was lifted up” – The growth of Egypt was its 

source of pride…and also its downfall. 

 

31:11 – “the mighty one of the nations” – Speaking of Babylon. 

 

31:14 – “the Pit” – Sheol. 

- The fall of Egypt will take it all the way to hell. 

 

31:18 – “likened in glory and greatness?” – Do they really think they are that great? 
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Chapter 32: 

32:1 – “twelfth year…twelfth month…first day” – March 3, 585 BC. 

- This is over 1 year since the fall of Jerusalem and 2 years from the last prophecy in 

chapter 31.   

- This is 2 months after the word of Jerusalem’s fall reached the ears of the captives in 

Babylon.  (Ezek. 33:21) 

 

32:2 – “lamentation” – This is Pharaoh Hophra’s funeral dirge years before it comes to pass. 

- God’s heart is lamenting over Egypt. 

-  “lion” – These are feared animals. 

-  “monster” – The same imagery is used in Ezek. 29:3. 

 

32:3 – “my net” – Speaking of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

32:4 – “cast you out on the open fields” – This would be a reproach to the Egyptians who loved to be 

buried in their sepulchers and pyramids. 

 

32:7 – “moon shall not give her light” – Hints of the Great Tribulation.  (Joel 2-3; Amos 5:18-20; 

Matt. 24; Rev. 8, 16.  See also Acts 2:20) 

 

32:8 – “darkness upon your land” – Reminders of the plagues God brought on Egypt at the exodus. 

 

32:10 – “horribly afraid” – The destruction of the powerful nation of Egypt will strike fear into all. 

 

32:14 – “rivers run like oil” – There is so much slaughter that the Nile and its tributaries couldn’t flow. 

 

32:16 – “the daughters of the nations shall lament her” – God is calling the mourners to the funeral. 

 

32:17 – “twelfth year…fifteenth day” – No month is given, but it may follow Ezek. 32:1 and therefore 

be the twelfth month.  This prophecy likely comes 14 days later. 

 

32:18 – “the Pit” – Sheol. 

 

32:19 – “the uncircumcised” – Speaking of those outside the covenant of God. 

- Egyptians practiced circumcision, but not under the covenant of God and Abraham. 

 

32:22 – “Assyria is there” – These are those who are already in Sheol, preparing to see Egypt. 

- “Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming.”  (Isa. 14:9) 

 

32:24 – “Elam” – Persia; modern-day Iran. 

- The Medes and the Persians will be the dominant world empire after Babylon. 

-  “shame” – They are bearing their shame in the pit. 
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32:26 – “Meshech and Tubal” – Herodotus identifies these groups as Scythian tribes between the 

Black and Caspian Seas north of the Caucasus Mountians, so it could possibly be a reference 

to Russia. 

-  “they caused their terror” – They were mighty for a time too, but that doesn’t help them in 

Sheol. 

- All of man’s glory basically amounts to nothing. 

 

32:29 – “Edom” – South and east of the Dead Sea. 

 

Chapter 33: 

Ezekiel 33-48 deals with the future restoration of Israel and the final reign of Messiah (Jesus Christ) 

upon this earth.  In that restoration, it is interesting where it starts…Israel’s leadership.   

 

33:2 – “your people” – The nation of Israel.  

-  “speak to the children of your people” – Ezekiel’s mouth was shut to Israel since chapter 

24:26-27.  Chapter 33 comes 10 months after chapter 24. 

- These prophecies come on the heels of the third and final fall of Jerusalem.  (v. 21-22) 

-  “their watchman” – This is Ezekiel’s ministry.  (Ezek. 3:16-27) 

 

33:3 – “warns the people” – The job of a watchman is to warn the people, not force the people. 

- Christians today are called to be witnesses, not saviors.  God alone brings the increase; it is 

only our job to be faithful. 

 

33:7 – “hear a word from My mouth and warn them” – A watchman must first hear from God before 

speaking to the people.  

-  “for Me” – The watchman ministers on behalf of God. 

 

33:8 – “warn the wicked” –God doesn’t just crush them.  

- God is not looking for a censor or for a mediator to interpret His words and will to the 

people.  He is looking for someone to declare what He has already said about Himself. 

- A watchman is to comfort the afflicted and afflicted the comfortable. 

-  “his blood will I require at your hand” – A watchman is not a universal office to every believer.  

God is not going to require the blood of all unbelievers at the hand of any believer. 

- But ministers set apart by God often feel the weight of the responsibility of their calling in 

this way.  (Acts 20:27; James 3:1) 

 

33:10 – “how can we then live?” – The people are saying that if Ezekiel’s message is true, than it is 

hopeless for them.   

 

33:11 – “no pleasure in the death of the wicked” – God doesn’t send them to hell; they choose to go. 

-  “Turn” – This is why Ezekiel is sharing this message.  There is still a chance for repentance. 

- There is no irrevocable sin in our life. 

 

33:12 – “righteousness of the righteous man shall not deliver him” – No man provides their own 

redemption price. 

 

33:16 – “None of his sins which he has committed shall be remembered” – God wipes the slate clean. 

- Other people love to remind us of our mistakes. 
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33:21 – “twelfth year…tenth month…fifth day” – Jan. 8, 585 BC.  About 5 months after the fall of 

Jerusalem. 

 

33:22 – “my mouth was opened” – Ezekiel is speaking to the Jews again.  (Ezek. 24:26-27) 

 

33:24 – “Abraham” – Abraham inhabited the land by spiritual obedience.  Unlike these people, it was 

Abraham’s obedient faith that caused him to receive the land. 

-  “But we are many” – Those remaining after the previous deportations to Babylon are trusting in 

their corporate size. 

- They think they were left in Jerusalem because of their righteousness.  Jeremiah told them 

though that the good figs were taken to Babylon to be preserved, while the rotten figs were 

left in Jerusalem for punishment. 

 

33:25 – “eat meat with the blood” – Forbidden in Leviticus. 

 

33:30 – the children of your people” – Those Jews in Babylon still refusing to obey God’s word. 

-  “hear what they word of the Lord is” – Ezekiel’s prophesies are starting to be fulfilled (v. 21) 

and now he is growing in popularity. 

 

33:31 – “their hearts pursue their own gain” – They are looking to personally benefit from God and 

His word. 

 

33:32 – “play well on an instrument” – They look to his messages as entertainment. 

- Church should not cater to those looking for entertainment; the “itching ears…not endure 

sound doctrine.”  (2 Tim. 4) 

-  “but they do not do them” – “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves.”  (James 1:22) 

 

Chapter 34: 

34:2 – “the shepherds of Israel” – Spiritual and political leadership. 

- “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion 

but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to 

you, but being examples to the flock.”  (1 Pet. 5:2-3) 

-  “feed themselves” – Thinking godliness is a means to gain.  (1 Tim. 6:5) 

-  “feed the flocks” – The primary responsibility of leaders is to teach and equip others.  (John 21:17) 

- Jesus taught them. 

 

34:3– “eat the fat and clothe yourselves with wool” – They are using their position for their own 

benefit at the expense of the people they were to be serving. 

 

34:5 – “no shepherd” – Jesus’ heart longed for the people with compassion when He saw them as 

sheep without a shepherd. 

-  “they became food” – Sheep without a shepherd are vulnerable to wolves. 

 

34:6 – “My sheep” – The people belong to God. 
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34:8 – “the shepherds fed themselves” – A shepherd has been given that position of leadership to be a 

blessing to those he or she is leading.  But a lot of leaders use their position to benefit 

themselves. 

- It is not just that these shepherds are eating the sheep’s food; they are also eating the sheep. 

- There is no self-seeking in pure love.  Love unconditionally looks out for the well-being of 

another.  But to selflessly serve others you must first be personally satisfied yourself. 

 You can’t serve if you need something from those you are serving.  True love is 

more concerned about the success of others than even with being liked personally. 

 

34:10 – “require My flock at their hand” – God will remove these shepherds from their position. 

-  “from their mouths” – They’re not just eating the sheep’s food; they’re eating the sheep. 

- You can tell the difference between a sheep and a wolf in sheep’s clothing, not by how they 

dress, but by what they eat. 

- Maybe this is partly the reason why they can’t properly feed the flock, because they don’t 

yet know how to properly feed themselves. 

 

34:11 – “I Myself will search for My sheep” – God Himself is my shepherd. 

 

34:12 – “deliver them from all the places where they were scattered” – This is still happening today. 

 

34:13 – “countries” – Plural.  This is not just referring to Babylon. 

 

34:16 – “feed them in judgment” – Referring to the leaders who were afflicting God’s people. 

 

34:17 – “I shall judge between sheep and sheep” – God knows how to rightly judge the sheep. 

 

34:18 – “to have drunk the clear waters, that you must foul the residue” – The flock under the 

leadership of a false teacher will drink the water that has been dirtied by their shepherd. 

-  “foul the residue” – They consume the best and ruin the rest. 

- From the time of Solomon, the leaders in Jerusalem heavily taxed the people to fund their 

own projects. 

 

34:21 – “pushed with side and shoulder” – The healthy, fat cattle will often push around the smaller 

and sickly cattle.  Just in the same way do the rich often oppress the poor.  (James 2:6) 

 

34:23 – “My servant David” – Referring either to Jesus (Jer. 23) or to David in the Kingdom Age.  

(This servant, David, offers sacrifices for himself and his children in Ezek. 37:25; 44:3; 45:22; 

and 46:16.) 

- David had the heart of a shepherd. 

 

34:25 – “a covenant of peace” – This hasn’t happened yet. 

-  “peace” – (Heb. “shalom”) 

 

34:26 – “showers of blessing” – The Good Shepherd showers blessing upon us. 

 

34:27 – “yield their fruit” – Today in Israel, which is about the size of New Jersey, they have 

become the 4th largest exported of fruit and produce in the world.   
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34:29 – “garden of renown” – Looking to Jesus.  (Isa. 11:1; 53:2; Jer. 23:5,33; Zech. 3:8; 6:12.) 

 

34:30 – “I, the Lord their God, am with them” – He is a shepherd, not to lord it over us, but to be 

with us.  (Ps. 23:1; John 10:14) 

 

34:31 – “You are My flock” – Jesus is the Good Shepherd and was are the sheep of His hand.  (Ps. 95:7) 

 

Chapter 35: 

35:2 – “Mount Seir” – Edom.  When Judah was scattered by the Babylonians and fled through Edom, 

the Edomites took advantage of and slaughtered the Jewish refugees. 

- Ezekiel also prophesied against Edom in Ezek. 25:12-14. 

- Edom was a perennial enemy of Israel and a type of all of Israel’s enemies. 

 

35:3 – “most desolate” – At the base of Mount Seir, there are 3 Bedouin villages without roads leading 

to them. 

 

35:4 – “cities waste” – Edom has been a powerful and influential country. 

 

35:5 – “the time of their calamity” – As Babylon was routing Jerusalem. 

 

35:6 – “blood” – This is play on words.  Edom means “red.” 

 

35:10 – “These two nations” – Israel and Judah. 

 

35:12 – “I have heard” – God is listening. 

 

35:13 – “you have boasted against Me” – In persecuting the Jews, they were in fact persecuting God 

Himself. 

- In Acts 9, Jesus told Paul that he was persecuting Him as he persecuted the church. 

 

35:15 – “desolate” – The full and final destruction of Edom to make way for the kingdom of God to be 

established in Israel. 

- Edom will experience no restoration like Egypt’s.   

 

Chapter 36: 

36:1 – “prophecy to the mountains” – God is preparing the land for the return of His people. 

- In Ezekiel 6, God spoke of the destruction of the mountains of Israel. 

-  “Israel” – This is not the Church.  (Rom. 9-11) 

 

36:2 – “Because” – Now God is going to give some reasons for His blessing. 

-  “Aha” – The mocking of the enemy. 

 

36:3 – “slandered” – The Jews have been derided a long time. 

- Anti-Semitism is of Satanic origin. 

 

36:7 – “raised My hand in an oath” – God swears by Himself because there is no greater to swear by.  

(Heb. 6:13) 
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36:8-11 – God will make Israel prosper again. 

- God’s blessing follows God’s discipline. 

 

36:8 – “yield your fruit to My people” – When Mark Twain travelled Israel, he mocked it as a land 

“flowing with milk and honey” because it was such a desolation. 

- As the enemies would come into the land, they would often cut the trees down level with 

the ground.  Then the rains would wash away the silt and topsoil and everything would 

become very rocky. 

- Since coming back into the land and reforesting in the north, the annual rainfall has 

increased by 9%. 

 -  “they are about to come” – This may be looking past the 70 year Babylonian captivity and the 2,000 

year Roman displacement or to something still future. 

 

36:10 – “multiply men” – In 1900, less than 100,000 Jews were in the land.  Now, 100 years later, 

there are around 5 million Jews in the land. 

-  “all the house of Israel” – Ezekiel is speaking of the restoration of all Israel.  (Ezek. 37:15-23) 

 

36:13 – “Because they say” – God will use this as a testimony to the nations surrounding Israel. 

 

36:18 – “blood they had shed” – Including the sacrificing of their children to Molech. 

 

36:19 – “nations” – Plural.  Not just Babylon. 

 

36:20 – “they profaned My holy name” – When displaced, the Jews gave false witness of God by their 

words and deeds.  The rebellious people of God profane the name of the Lord before an 

unrighteous people. 

 

36:22 – “I do not do this for your sake” – God does what He does in Israel as a testimony of Himself. 

- God will eventually make it apparent to this world that there is one true and living God. 

 

36:23-38 – “I will” – 18 times in 16 verses. 

- Currently, Israel credits their success to their planes, their agriculture, or their technology.  

Yet it is God who has done and will do all this for that nation. 

- This is a look to the Kingdom Age. 

 

36:23 – “the nations shall know that I am the Lord” – God’s glory shines as He blesses His people. 

 

36:26 – “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you” – No doubt, Nicodemus knew 

these verses before speaking with Jesus in John 3.  (Jer. 31:33-34) 

-  “a new heart” – This makes it possible and a joy for us to do the will of God as He has placed 

that desire in our hearts.  (Phil. 2:12) 

 

36:30 – “famine” – Israel is one of only 6 nations in the world that can produce enough to feed their 

country and export extra. 

 

36:32 – “Not for your sake do I do this” – It is by God’s grace. 

- God works by His grace and it brings Him glory. 

 

36:34 – “lay desolate” – For nearly 2,000 years. 
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36:35 – “like the garden of Eden” – A lot of strange things will transpire during the Great Tribulation 

and the Battle of Armageddon to make the land of Israel like the garden of Eden. 

 

36:36 – “the nations which are left” – There seem to be remnants of unbelievers that survive the 

Kingdom Age. 

 

36:37 – “let the house of Israel inquire of Me” – God will again be sought and found by the nation 

of Israel. 

 

Chapter 37: 

Ezekiel 37 is a prophecy of the restoration and national rebirth of the nation of Israel.  (May 14, 1948) 

- Isa. 11:12; 43:5-6; Jer. 31:8; Matt. 24:31 – “gather His elect from the four winds.” 

 Ezekiel 36, 37, 38, and 39 were found in the scrolls at Masada, where the Jews made 

their last stand against the invading Roman army. 

 

37:1 – “the Lord came upon me” – God is the initiator of this entire scene.  

-  “the valley…full of bones” – This seems to be a battlefield with human remains scattered all 

over it. 

 

37:2 – ‘they were very dry” – What are the chances of a skeleton coming to life again? 

 

37:3 – “live” – Refers to the spiritual rebirth of Israel nationally.  (v. 5, 6, 9, 10) 

- It may be that the spiritual rebirth of Israel is a result of the miraculous deliverance of God 

that is given to us in Ezekiel 38-39. 

-  “O Lord God, you know” – Without God, this is impossible. 

- God isn’t taking Ezekiel to this place to discourage him or to gloat over the people, but He 

is showing Ezekiel the impossibility so that after it is done there is no question that it would 

be accomplished by God alone. 

 

37:4 – “Prophesy to these bones” – Tough audience.  Dead congregation. 

- The Word of God is “living and powerful” (Heb. 4:12).  It not only has life, but it imparts 

life (1 Pet. 1:23).  “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.”  (John 6:63) 

 

37:5 – “I will cause breath to enter into you” – God is telling Ezekiel what He will do. 

- God is choosing to use Ezekiel in the process. 

 

37:7 – “as I prophesied” – The bones connect as Ezekiel obeys the Lord. 

-  “bone to bone” – The Hebrew indicates the bones coming together in the right order. 

 

37:8 – “no breath in them” – This is a valley full of dead bodies. 

- This visionary re-creation of God’s people recalls the two-step creation of man in Gen. 2:7, 

where man was first formed from the dust and then received the breath of life. 

- There can be formation and organization without life.  In a body, formation is necessary to 

support life.  God does His things decently and in order.  But to be effective, the formation 

must correspond to function; the wine and the wineskins must match. 
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37: 9 – “breath…breath…winds…breath” – (Heb. “ruach”) The word for Spirit, wind, or breath is 

used 4 times in this verse.  (See also vv. 1, 5, 6, 8, 10, 14.) 

-  “come from the four winds” – This is broader than just Babylon or Persia. 

 

37:11 – “these bones are the whole house of Israel” – Now we get the interpretation to the vision. 

 

37:12 – “O my people” – Speaking to people who are still in their graves. 

-  “graves” – Referring to the nations that have taken and buried the scattered Jewish people. 

 

37:14 – “in your own land” – Israel’s right to exist as a nation. 

-  “live” – Speaking of the life breathed into the people by the Holy Spirit. 

- Currently, the nation of Israel is somewhere between v. 13 and v. 14.  They have been 

regathered as a nation, but they have yet to be reborn by the Spirit of God. 

-  “spoken it and performed it” – What God says He does. 

 

37:16 – “Joseph, the stick of Ephraim” – Parallel to Zech. 11:7. 

- Joseph Smith claims that this refers to the Book of Mormon in connection with the Bible to 

make one Holy Text.  (See Rev. 22:18-19.) 

 

37:18 – “show us what you mean” – They know Ezekiel is demonstrating something. 

 

37:19 – “one stick” – Israel returned as a unified nation; no longer Judah and Israel. 

 

37:22 – “one nation” – This cannot be a reference to the Church. 

 

37:23 – “they shall be My people, and I will be their God” – Repeated in v. 27. 

- What God wants out of this whole thing is for us to be His people. 

 

37:24 – “David My servant shall be king” – This either refers to Jesus as He takes up the earthly 

throne through the millennium or to King David who will come back during the millennium to 

minister before Jesus in Jerusalem. 

 

37:26 – “covenant of peace” – This will only happen when Israel receives Jesus as their Messiah. 

 

37:27 – “My tabernacle also shall be with them” – Rev. 21:3 says the same thing. 

 

37:28 – “The nations also will know” – This seems to be in reference to Ezek. 38-39. 
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Chapter 38: 

The time and peoples of this battle are very difficult to place. 

- In my opinion, this battle sets the stage for the 7-year treaty of the Antichrist with the 

nation of Israel. 

 

38:2 – “Gog” – means “ruler.”  This is referring to a personage.  (Rev. 20:8) 

-  “Magog” – means “the land of Gog.”  (Gen. 10:2; 1 Chron. 1:5) 

- Herodotus says Magog was the land of the Scythians. 

-  “prince” – Most Hebrew scholars say this is rightly translated as a noun. 

-  “Rosh” – Located somewhere between Armenia and Russia, between the Black Sea and the 

Caspian Sea near the Caucasus Mountains.  (Possibly the same as Scythians.) 

-  “Meshech” –  Northern Turkey and Armenia.  (Gen. 10:2; 1 Chron. 1:5) 

-  “Tubal” –  Cilicia and Southern Turkey.  (Gen. 10:2; 1 Chron. 1:5) 

- Kazakhstan is the 4th most powerful nuclear nation in the world. 

 

38:4 – “I will turn you around” – God is personally involved in the instigation and conclusion of 

this battle. 

-  “hooks” – Spiritual hooks to draw the northern peoples into this battle. 

-  “swords” – Lit. “to make desolate.” 

 

38:5 – “Persia” – Iran. 

- Currently, Russia and Iran have a non-aggression treaty. 

- Much of the Muslim world has abundant resources, but have yet to produce nuclear 

weapons.  Russia has an abundance of nuclear weapons held over from the Cold War, but 

has struggled to build up adequate resources for its vast people.   

-  “Ethiopia” – Ethiopia, and could possibly include Egypt and Sudan. 

-  “Libya” – North Africa, west of Egypt. 

 

38:6 – “Gomer” – The Eastern European Germanic peoples.  (Gen. 10:3; 1 Chron. 1:6) 

-  “Togarmah” – Southern Armenia and Turkey.  (Gen. 10:3; 1 Chron. 1:6) 

- The main thing in common between most of these nations is Islam. 

 

38:7 – “be a guard for them” – It seems Rosh (Russia?) is being drawn into this conflict by its 

allegiance with these other nations; possibly to defend Iran after a pre-emptive nuclear strike 

by Israel.. 

- Russia has been helping Iran develop nuclear technology for years. 

 

38:8 – “the latter years” – Israel in their own land sets the clock for this prophecy.  (v. 16) 

-  “the land of those brought back from the sword” – Speaking of Israel.  (Ezek. 36-37) 

-  “safely” – Lit. “confidently.”  (v. 11.) 

- Israel’s technology has greatly advanced.  Their “Cool Nukes” and “Seismic Technology” 

are cutting edge. 

- Israel’s policy has changed from a “Samson Policy” that said, “If we go, they go.”  Now 

they are currently employing a “David and Goliath Policy” that says, “take the giant down 

before they get to us.” 

 

38:11 – “unwalled villages” – Not really Israel’s present state.  (Zech. 2:4) 
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38:12 – “the midst of the land” – Lit. “the naval of the land.” 

- Israel is the center of the earth…and often a stumbling-block to the rest of the nations. 

 

38:13 – “Sheba, Dedan” – Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 

- Saudi Arabia is a current ally of the United States.  

- Saudi Arabia is amazingly wealthy and is currently stockpiling weapons. 

-  “Tarshish” – Possibly Spain or Britain. 

-  “their young lions” – Likely the same as “those who live in security in the coastlands.”  

(Ezek. 39:6)  Possibly either Western Europe or the United States. 

-  “take great plunder” – They will assume this is a war for financial gain. 

- This is why the surrounding nations will object to the invasion of Israel. 

 

38:15 – “out of the far north” – Moscow is directly north of Israel. 

 

38:16 – “My people Israel” – It is clear who God is speaking about. 

- Israel will stand without any other human help during this time. 

-  “to cover the land” – It looks like a conventional military campaign as opposed to a nuclear war. 

-  “I will bring you against My land” – God is in control from beginning to the end of this battle. 

-  “when I am hallowed in you, O Gog” – This may connect to Daniel’s 70th week and Rev. 20. 

 

38:17 – “Are you he” – God is speaking directly to Gog. 

 

38:19 – “a great earthquake” – In the end times, there seem to be 4 or 5 great earthquakes to the point 

that “the earth will real to and fro like a drunken sailor.”   

 

38:20 – “every wall shall fall” – This may move the Al Aqsa mosque on the Temple Mount and make 

way for the Temple to be built again. 

- Asher Kaufmann and the Temple Institute are preparing for the next Temple. 

 

38:21 – “sword will be against his brother” – Israel’s enemies will turn on each other. 

 

38:22 – “I will rain down” – God will miraculously defend Israel. 

-  “hailstones” – Hailstones are known to result from nuclear fallout. 

-  “fire, and brimstone” – Like on Sodom and Gomorrah.  (Gen. 19) 

 

Chapter 39: 

39:3 – “bow” – Lit. “launcher.” 

-  “arrows” – Lit. “piercer.” 

- Israel has a missile called “the arrow” and a tank called “the chariot.” 

 

39:4 – “the birds of prey” – At this battle, the birds seem to come after the war.  At Armageddon, the 

birds arrive before the battle starts. 

 

39:6 – “in security” – Lit. “confidently.” 

-  “the coastlands” – This could speak of those living on another continent engaging in a limited 

nuclear war with the countries of the Middle East. 

- The United States has 1200-1400 missiles against the country standing within 30 minutes 

from launch to detonation. 

- Iran has equipped one of the best navies of the Middle East. 
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39:8 – “the day of which I have spoken” – Is this Daniel’s 70th week? 

 

39:9 – “seven years” – Speaks of the mass of weapons the enemy brought against Israel. 

- This seems to prevent us from seeing this battle during or at the end of the Tribulation 

period.  Otherwise, the clean up from this battle would extend into the Millennial Kingdom. 

 

39:10 – “forests” – Israel didn’t have forests until 1948. 

-  “make fires with the weapons” – Wood, oil, nuclear, or something else? 

 

39:11 – “Hamon Gog” – Lit. “the multitude of Gog.” 

- This is not the Valley of Armageddon. 

 

39:12 – “seven months” – This is how long it will take to clean up the dead bodies. 

 

39:14 – “men regularly employed” – They hire out a professional Haz-Mat team. 

- This is the only battle in the Scriptures that details the clean up after the battle. 

 

39:15 – “a marker” – They will mark the remains until the professional buriers come to get rid of 

the remains. 

 

39:16 – “Hamonah” – means “multitude.” 

 

39:21 – “all that nations shall see My judgment” – God will declare Himself to the world by how he 

deals with these nations coming against Israel. 

 

39:26 – “when they dwelt safely in their own land” – When David was king. 

 

39:27 – “When I have brought them back” – As we see Israel currently. 

-  “I am hallowed” – After the battle of Ezekiel 38-39. 

 

39:29 – “poured out my Spirit on the house of Israel” – Anticipating the Millennial Kingdom.  

(Ezek. 38:23; 39:7; Joel 2:20, 27-28) 

 

Chapter 40: 

The Temple of the Kingdom Age is detailed in Ezek. 40-42. 

- This is not exactly the same as the Tribulation Temple of Rev. 11.  (Ezekiel actually 

prophetically skips the Tribulation in his prophecy.) 

 

40:1 – “twenty-fifth year” – April 28, 573 BC. 

-  “after the city was captured” – These prophecies are in the context of the recent fall of Jerusalem 

to the Babylonians.   They would therefore speak tremendous hope to the captives. 

 

40:2 – “a very high mountain” – Mount Zion in Jerusalem. 

- Joe Focht points to Mount Scopus to the north of Jerusalem. 

 

40:3 – “a man” – John also saw an angel measure the Temple in Rev. 11:1-2. 

“the appearance of bronze” – Similar to the description of Jesus in Rev. 1. 
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40:4 – “fix your mind on everything I show you” – This is a good reminder for us to no lose the things 

God is revealing to us. 

-  “Declare to the house of Israel” – The picture of the Temple will mean more to those of Israel 

than it will for the Gentile Church. 

 

40:5 – “a wall” – 10.5’ high and 10.5’ thick. 

- The wall separates the sacred from the secular.  (Ezek. 42:20) 

-  “a measuring rod six cubits long” – The rod is 10.5 feet long. 

-  “a cubit and a handbreadth” – This is the long cubit: 21 inches. 

 

40:6-16 – “the gateway which faced east” – The dimensions of all the gates are the same.  (p. 1305) 

 

40:7 – “five cubits” – 8.75 feet. 

 

40:9 – “eight cubits” – 14 feet. 

 

40:10 – “gate chambers” – These are the alcoves for the guards. 

 

40:11 – “ten cubits” – 17.5 feet. 

-  “thirteen cubits” – 22.75 feet. 

 

40:13 – “twenty-five cubits” – 43.75 feet. 

 

40:14 – “sixty cubits high” – 105 feet. 

 

40:15 – “fifty cubits” – 87.5 feet. 

 

40:16 – “windows all around on the inside” – The windows were on the inside of the wall, accessible 

from the alcoves. 

 

40:17-19 – “the outer court” – There are no separating walls in this courtyard. 

-  “thirty chambers” – Rooms built right into the wall. 

 

40:19 – “one hundred cubits” – 175 feet. 

- This is the width of the outer court. 

 

40:22 – “seven steps” – This is probably the number of steps into each outer gate. 

 

40:28 – “same measurements” – The inner and outer gates are the same size, but they face opposite 

directions. 

 

40:31 – “eight steps” – One additional step.  (v. 22) 

 

40:38 – “the burnt offering” – These sacrifices look back to what Christ did on the cross. 

- Even some of the NT Church were former Jews who continued to sacrifice at the Temple 

(ie. Paul and James in Acts). 

 

40:39 – “two tables” – The tables are in the inner gates. 
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40:41 – “eight tables” – There were 8 tables for sacrifice located in each inner gate. 

- You would have to pass through the carcasses of dead animals to enter the inner court. 

 

40:44 – “the chamber” – The rooms for ministering priests.  (RP on p. 1303) 

 

40:46 – “sons of Levi” – God is still working through the priestly line of the OT. 

 

40:47 – “the altar” – It stands 19.5 feet high.  (Ezek. 43:13-17) 

- The altar stands exactly in the middle of the inner court. 

 

40:48 – “the temple” – Ezekiel now begins to see the Temple proper. 

-  “five cubits” – 8.75 feet. 

-  “three cubits” – 5.25 feet. 

- The openings narrow as you get nearer the inner sanctuary. 

 

40:49 – “twenty cubits” – 35 feet.  (The vestibule is called the entrance on p. 1306.) 

-  “eleven cubits” – 19.25 feet. 

-  “pillars” – Called Jachin (“He establishes”) and Boaz (“He strengthens”) in Solomon’s Temple.  

(1 Kings 7:21) 

 

Chapter 41: 

41:1 – “six cubits” – 10.5 feet. 

 

41:2 – “ten cubits” – 17.5 feet. 

-  “five cubits” – 8.75 feet. 

-  “forty cubits” – 70 feet. 

-  “twenty cubits” – 35 feet. 

 

41:3 – “he went inside” – Ezekiel is standing in the outer sanctuary while the angel goes into the inner 

sanctuary and yells out the lengths to Ezekiel standing outside. 

- Ezekiel is not the High Priest. 

 

41:5 – “side chamber” – There are three levels of side rooms along the outside of the Temple.  (The 

SR from p. 1306.) 

- These rooms get wider as you go up. 

 

41:12 – “The building” – We are not give the purpose of this room.  (Room B on p. 1303.) 

-  “forty cubits” – 70 feet. 

-  “twenty cubits” – 35 feet. 

 

41:13 – “one hundred cubits long” – 175 feet. 

 

41:16 – “paneled with wood” – The side rooms and the Temple’s inner court are covered in wood. 

 

41:18 – “palm trees” – These were a symbol of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

- Palm trees typically were a picture of righteousness. 

-  “two faces” – Typically, the cherubim had four faces.  Here they are not depicted with the faces 

of an ox or an eagle. 
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41:22 – “altar” – There was a smaller altar inside the Temple itself.  (3.5’ square x 5’ high) 

- It doesn’t seem anything is burned on this altar; it may serve to hold the bread. 

- No mention is made of a veil, the ark, an incense altar, or a lampstand. 

 

41:23 – “two doors” – As opposed to the veil of the OT Temple. 

 

Chapter 42: 

42:2 – “fifty cubits” – 87.5 feet.   

- They are standing where the priest’s chambers are located.  (PC from p. 1303) 

 

42:3 – “three stories” – The priests’ chambers are also stacked in three stories, but they narrow as they 

go up. 

 

42:4 – “a walk ten cubits wide” – There was a 17’ walkway between the priests’ chambers. 

 

42:10 – “the chambers” – Priests’ chambers.  (The PC from p. 1303.) 

 

42:14 – “leave their garments” – This is a changing room. 

 

42:16-20 – “five hundred cubits” – 875 feet. 

- The entire Temple Mount would be over 765,000 sq. feet.  (That is between 10-13 football 

fields in size.) 

- The size of this Temple is greater than the size of the Temple Mount; it is almost as large as 

the parameters of the Old Jerusalem. 

- There is some confusion between rod and cubit in this section (see vv.16-19 and v. 20).  

500 rods would be 5, 250 feet. 

 

42:20 – “a wall all around” – Similar to the Temple in Rev. 11:2. 

-  “common” – Translated “profane” in the KJV. 

 

Chapter 43: 

The worship of the Kingdom Age is described in Ezek. 43-46. 

 

43:2 – “the glory of the God of Israel” – Ezekiel saw the glory of God depart the Temple in 

Ezek. 10:4,19; 11:23. 

-  “His voice was like the sound of many waters” – Like Jesus in Rev. 1:15. 

-  “His voice” – This speaks of a person. 

-  “the earth shone with his glory” – We are not sure of the scope of this light. 

 

43:3 – “I came to destroy” – God is speaking through Ezekiel. 

 

43:4 – “glory of the Lord came into the Temple” – What makes the Temple meaningful. 

- God’s presence in the Temple will make Jerusalem the political center of the world at 

this time. 

-  “the gate which faces toward the east” – The Turks sealed the east gate in 1517. 

 

43:5 – “Spirit lifted me up” – The east gate has been sealed, so Ezekiel must be lifted over it to get 

inside. 
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43:7 – “My…I” – God refers to Himself 4 times in this verse. 

-  “soles of My feet” – 1 Chron. 28; Psalm 132; Isaiah 60. 

 

43:8 – “their doorpost by My doorpost” – They joined their palaces to the Temple, thinking the 

proximity and affiliation would be enough to bless them.  

-  “wall between them and Me” – Is He referring to the Tribulation Temple of Rev. 11? 

 

43:9 – “their kings far away from Me” – The kings would want to be buried as near the Temple as 

possible as a sign of a great and godly life. 

 

43:10 – “that they may be ashamed” – God will humble them by His grace. 

 

43:11 – “Write it down” – As Ezekiel did in chapters 40-42. 

 

43:12 – “the mountaintop is most holy” – It seems that the Temple Mount will be elevated. 

 

43:13 – “the altar” – This altar will stand more than 19’ high with the top a square of 21’. 

- There are some significant differences between this altar and the altar of Exodus 20:22-26. 

 

43:17 – “steps face toward the east” – The steps point in the same direction from which came the 

presence of the Lord. 

 

43:18 – “burnt offerings” – They serve as a memorial of Christ’s death (much like Communion does 

for the Church). 

- There will be those (especially of the nation of Israel) that will pass into the Tribulation in 

their human bodies.  The Church (which comes back with Jesus at the battle of Armageddon) 

will be in their glorified bodies. 

 

43:24 – “salt” – In reference to the eternal covenant.  (Lev. 2:13) 

 

43:27 – “I will accept you” – This open fellowship with God is a result of sacrifice. 

 

Chapter 44: 

44:1 – “gate…which faces toward the east” – The glory of the Lord passes through the east gate and 

permanently sanctifies it. 

- The east gate of the Herodian Temple sits under the current east gate which was sealed by 

the Muslims and desecrated by a graveyard. 

 

44:3 – “the prince” – He is not divine.  He has sons and sacrifices for himself.  (Ezek. 46:16-18) 

- Apparently, he will be a civil ruler under the authority of the Messiah, and yet most of his 

functions will be religious. 

 

44:6 – “to the rebellious” – Apparently to the people of Ezekiel’s day.  (Ezek. 43:10-11) 

 

44:7 – “abominations” – This may ultimately be pointing to the abomination that causes desolation. 

 

44:8 – “for you” – They arranged worship at the Temple for their own goals and not for the pleasure of 

God. 
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44:9 – “uncircumcised in heart” – God has always looked to “circumcision is that of the heart.”  (Rom. 

2:29; see also Col. 2:11) 

 

44:10-31 – The laws governing the priests are very Jewish in nature. 

- Ezekiel, being a priest, takes particular notice of these things. 

- These laws reflect and memorialize Jesus. 

 

44:11 – “Yet” – A word of God’s grace. 

- This is similar to Aaron in Exodus 32. 

 

44:12 – “raised My hand in an oath” – God is swearing against them. 

 

44:13 – “bear their shame” – They will have a place of service, but not of authority and leadership. 

 

44:15 – “Zadok” – They traced their lineage to Aaron through Eleazar.  (1 Chron. 6:50-53) 

- The line of Zadok was faithful to Solomon and the Davidic throne while Abiathar sided 

with Adonijah in 1 Kings 1. 

-  “kept charge” – They followed God’s instructions. 

-  “they shall come near Me to minister to Me” – Our ministry to the Lord is more important than 

our ministry before the people.  (Acts 13:2) 

- Our faithfulness to our calling now has a direct impact on our position in the Millennium.  

(“He who is faithful with little will be given more…”) 

 

44:18 – “anything that causes sweat” – These priests are not to smell of self-effort. 

- Rather, we are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  (Rev. 19:8) 

 

44:20 – “neither shave their heads nor let their hair grow long” – Both letting the hair grow and 

shaving one’s head were sign of mourning. 

 

44:21 – “drink wine” – As the sons of Aaron did in Lev. 10:9. 

 

44:23 – “teach My people” – They are to teach with their words and their lives. 

- These are 1,000 year ministries.  Consistency is a must. 

 

44:25 – “a dead person” – Those in human bodies during the Millennium are still subject to death. 

 

44:28 – “no possession” – The priests of the Millennium will have their own district to live in. 

 

44:30 – “give to the priest” – The Lord supports the priests from the people’s gifts. 

 

Chapter 45: 

45:1 – “twenty-five thousand cubits” – 8.3 miles. 

-  “ten thousand” – 3.3 miles. 

 

45:2 – “five hundred rods” – 8.3 miles.  This seems to be the entire square containing the Levite’s, 

priest’s, and city’s portion. 

- This section is about 55 square miles. 

 

45:3 – “twenty-five thousand cubits long and ten thousand wide” – 8.3 miles x 3.3 miles. 
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45:5 – “belong to the Levites” – This section is only a place of residence; it is not an inheritance. 

- The Levites are no longer scattered among the nation. 

 

45:6 – “five thousand cubits wide and twenty-five thousand long” – 1.75 mi. x 8.3 mi. 

 

45:7 – “prince shall have a section” – On either side of the holy district, the prince’s portion extends 

from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River. 

- The river from the Temple will likely flow through the prince’s portion. 

 

45:8 – “My princes shall no more oppress My people” – There will be equity between the political 

rulers and those they govern and serve. 

 

45:13 – “wheat” – The offering of grains is 1/6. 

 

45:14 – “oil” – The offering of oil is 1/10. 

 

45:15 – “lamb” – The offering of lambs is 1/200. 

 

45:16 – “the prince” – He is not divine.  He has sons and sacrifices for himself.  It could be David or a 

descendant of David.  (Ezek. 44:3; 46:2, 16-18) 

- Apparently, he will be a civil ruler under the authority of the Messiah, and yet most of his 

functions will be religious. 

 

45:17 – “the prince’s part to give” – The prince is expected to supply the national sacrifices from the 

portion given to him by the people. 

-  “offerings” – All of these sacrifices are done in a memorial sense. 

 

45:21-24 – Feast of Passover.   

- The Feast of Weeks/Pentecost is not included. 

 

45:21 – “first month” – We have gone back to the religious calendar of Israel. 

 

45:25 – Feast of Tabernacles.  (Zech. 14:16) 

- The Feast of Tabernacles is typical of the Kingdom Age in Israel. 

 

Chapter 46: 

46:2 – “prince shall enter by way of the vestibule” – Only the prince uses the east gate. 

 

46:3 – “worship” – God is prescribing worship to be decent and in order.  (1 Cor. 14:40) 

- All these offerings are done in memorial; they are looking back to the work of Jesus Christ 

on the cross. 

 

46:9 – “enters by way of the north gate…go out by way of the south gate” – God orders the worship. 

- The picture is of the people leaving differently from the way they came. 

 

46:12 – “when the prince” – God makes allowance for the prince to come at any time. 

-  “burnt offering” – An offering of consecration.  (Rom. 12:1-2) 

-  “peace offering” – A fellowship offering. 
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46:13 – “every morning” – There are no evening sacrifices during the Kingdom Age. 

 

46:16-17 – God makes a distinction between sons and servants. 

 

46:17 – “the year of liberty” – Every 50 years. 

 

46:20 – “where the priests shall boil the trespass offering” – The priest’s chambers. 

 

46:21 – “another court” – These are the kitchens in the 4 corners of the outer courtyard. 

- The Temple is a place of worship and fellowship. 

 

46:22 – “forty cubits long and thirty wide” – 70 ft. x 52.5 ft. 

 

Chapter 47: 

This scene is similar to Revelation 21-22, but it is not the same.  There is no Temple in the heavenly 

vision of Revelation.  (Rev. 21:22) 

 

47:1 – “water, flowing from under the threshold” – The waters start as a slow trickle. 

- Ps. 46:4; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8.  (See also Rev. 22:1-2) 

 

47:3 – “one thousand cubits” – 1,750 feet; about 1/3 of a mile. 

 

47:8 – “the sea” – The Dead Sea. 

- The Dead Sea is 6 times saltier than any other body of water on earth. 

 

47:10 – “En Gedi” – means “spring of the kids.” 

-  “En Eglaim” – means “spring of the two calves.” 

-  “the Great Sea” – The Mediterranean Sea. 

- Half of this river flows to the Mediterranean Sea and the other half flows to the Jordan River. 

 

47:12 – “fruit every month” – The trees continually produce fruit. 

-  “food…medicine” – This river will bring healing to the earth after the Tribulation. 

 

47:13-21 – The external borders of the land given to Israel. 

 

47:15-17 – The northern border runs about 100 miles north of Damascus. 

 

47:19 – The southern border runs about 100 miles south of Jerusalem. 

 

47:22-23 – “strangers” – Gentiles will be allowed an inheritance in the land.  (Isa. 56:3-8) 

 

Chapter 48: 

48:1-29 – The distribution of the land from north to south. 

- 7 tribes are located to the north of the Temple and 5 tribes are located to the south. 

 

48:1 – “from its east side to its west side” – The portions run east west; from the Mediterranean Sea to 

the Jordan River. 
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48:7 – “Judah” – The tribe of Judah borders the prince’s and Levites’ portion to the north. 

- The tribes closer to the Temple are of Rachel and Leah.  The tribes that are father away are 

of Zilpah and Bilhah. 

 

48:9-20 – “the district” – The portion in the middle of the land.  (Ezek. 45:1-6) 

 

48:21 – “the prince” – The prince’s portion of the land. 

 

48:30-35 – The description of the city and its gates. 

 

48:30 – “four thousand five hundred cubits” – If the measurement is cubits, the city would be about 

1.5 miles square.   

 

48:35 – “The Lord is There” – Heb. “Jehovah Shammah.” 

- The OT compound names of Jehovah:  1. Jehovah Jireh – “The Lord will Provide” 

(Gen. 22:13-14);  2. Jehovah Rapha – “The Lord who Heals” (Exod. 15:26);             

3. Jehovah Nissi – “The Lord our Banner” (Exod. 17:8-15);  4. Jehovah Shalom – 

“The Lord our Peace” (Judges 6:24);  5. Jehovah Ra’ah – “The Lord our Shepherd” 

(Ps. 23:1);  6. Jehovah Tsidkenu – “The Lord our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:6);            

7. Jehovah Shammah – “The Lord is Present”  (Ezek. 48:35). 

 

 


