
Lesson 156

Seeing Things The Right Way

Psalm 73



MEMORY VERSE
PSALM 73:25
“Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there is none upon
earth that I desire besides You.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A sheet of construction paper for each child (various colors),
scissors and tape.  

A picture (from a magazine or another source), poster board, a
pencil and scissors.

ATTENTION GETTER!

Things Are Not Always as They Appear!
For this activity you will need a sheet of construction paper for
each child (various colors), scissors and tape.  Give each child one
sheet of construction paper.  Have them cut the sheet in half
(width).  Set the other half aside (They will use it later in the craft
so make sure they hang on to it).  Next have the children roll it to
make a tube about 1 to 1 1/2” in diameter and tape it.

Next have each child hold the tube up to their left eye to look
through, kind of like a telescope.  Tell them to keep both of their
eyes open.  Next, with their right hand they should cover their
right eye (palm of hand facing eye).  Then tell the children to move
their hand away from their eyes to the center of the tube.  Both
eyes should be kept open during this process.  A large hole should
appear in the palm of their hands.

Next gather your children in a circle and explain that things aren’t
always as they appear.  Even though it looks like there is a big hole
in your hand you know that there really isn't one.  Sometimes in
life we can look at people or things and not see the big picture.   We



might think that something is a certain way when really it isn’t.
That is what we are going to learn in our lesson today.  God wants
us to see things the way He does.

*IMPORTANT – Make sure the children hang onto the tube and the
other half-sheet of construction paper for the craft later in the
lesson.

LESSON TIME!
Have you ever wanted what someone else has:  Or have you ever
hoped something would not work out for someone else so “you”
could take his place in doing something you would really like to
do?  Have you ever wondered why people who are not Christians do
not ever seem to have any problems, while you do?  It seems as
though a man by the name of Asaph had similar questions.

Asaph was one of the main musicians at the temple.  He was
responsible to lead worship at the temple.  He led worship with lots
of musicians and singers.  Asaph began to have some questions that
really bothered him.  He began to look at evil people and notice
that it seemed like they never had any problems.  It looked like
they had everything they wanted and nothing bad ever happened
to them.  Asaph even began to wonder why he should continue
serving the Lord; but the Lord in His love and mercy taught Asaph
some valuable lessons.  We can learn from his experiences.

Today's lesson out of Psalm 73 is going to help us do some soul
searching.  We need to understand why we serve the Lord.  Do we
just serve Him because someone else has told us to?  Or do we
sometimes look at the world and think that maybe there is a better,
more fun way out there?  We have to be very careful because we
can deceive ourselves. We have an enemy, the devil, who wants to
destroy us.  He speaks all kinds of lies to us.



Let’s look at the answers to some of these questions and see how
God looks at all of this.  We may learn some surprising things like
Asaph did.  God wants us to see things the way He does.

PS ALM  73:1-16
Tru ly  God  i s  good  to  I s rae l ,  t o  su c h  as  are  p u re  in
hear t .

Bu t  as  f or  m e ,  m y f eet  had  alm os t  s tu m bled ;  m y
s t ep s  had  near ly  s l i p p ed .

For  I  w as  env iou s  o f  the  boas t f u l ,  w hen  I  s aw  the
p rosp er i t y  o f  the  w i c ked .

For  there  are  no  p angs  in  the i r  death ,  bu t  the i r
s t rength  i s  f i rm .

They  are  not  in  t rou ble  as  o ther  m en ,  nor  are  they
p lagu ed  l i ke  o ther  m en .

Theref ore  p r ide  s erv es  as  the i r  nec k l ac e ;  v i o l enc e
c ov ers  them  l i ke  a garm ent .

The i r  eyes  bu lge  w i th  abu ndanc e ; they  hav e  m ore
than  hear t  c ou ld  w i sh .

They  s c o f f  and  sp eak  w i c ked ly  c onc ern ing
op p res s ion ;  they  sp eak  l o f t i l y .

They  s e t  the i r  m ou th  again s t  the  heav ens ,  and  the i r
t ongu e  w alk s  th rou gh  the  ear th .

Theref ore  h i s  p eop le  re tu rn  here , and  w ater s  o f  a
f u l l  c u p  are  d rained  by  them .



And  they  say ,  “How  does  God  know ? And  i s  there
know ledge  in  the  M os t  High?”

Beho ld ,  these  are  the  u ngod ly ,  w ho  are  alw ays  at
ease ;  they  inc rease  in  r i c hes .

S u re ly  I  hav e  c l eansed  m y hear t  in  v ain ,  and  w ashed
m y hands  in  innoc enc e .

For  al l  day  l ong I  hav e  been  p l agu ed ,  and  c has t ened
ev ery  m orn ing.

I f  I  had  said ,  “I  w i l l  sp eak  thu s ,” beho ld ,  I  w ou ld
hav e  been  u n t ru e  t o  the  generat i on  o f  You r  c h i ld ren .

When  I  thou ght  how  to  u nders t and  th i s ,  i t  w as  t oo
p ain f u l  f or  m e—

In this half of the Psalm, we see that the writer, Asaph, is a follower
of God.  And we see the writer being very honest with God.  God
always wants us to be honest with Him.  He doesn't mind when our
minds or hearts are struggling with hard questions.  He is always up
to the challenge of our “hard questions.”  The main thing we need
to remember is that He wants us to be honest with Him.  We must
always be respectful, but we can go to Him with our questions and
He will help us.  He knows we are made of dust, and that we need
His help and guidance.  

We find here that Asaph is struggling.  In fact, he even says that his
feet almost slipped.  It is another way of saying that he almost fell
away from the Lord.  Actually, Asaph was struggling with envy.   He
began to look at all of the wicked people in the world and began to
make conclusions about life.  The problem was that he didn’t look
at the big picture or ask God for His opinion on this.  He was trying
to answer these things at first in his own heart and mind.  



As Asaph looked at those people who were in the world, he became
jealous of them.  He began to look at and point out all of the good
things about their lives.  He saw them as prosperous, they never
suffered any pain, they were strong, they never had problems in
life, they had everything they could possibly wish for.

It is interesting to see that Asaph says that they have all of these
“wonderful” things happening to them, but at the same time they
are boastful, wicked, proud, violent, scoffers, and hurt other
people.  Asaph could not figure out how bad people could be doing
so well.

In our world today there are so many people who set themselves
up as popular or heroes.  Most of them are not Christians.  They
may even be wicked, proud and boastful.  They may also be
beautiful, strong or very popular.  It is tempting to want to be like
some movie star or sports star.  But, we have to be very careful
because we do not see the big picture like God does.  The biggest
problem Asaph had was that he took his eyes off of God and placed
them on other people.  We have to remember to keep our eyes on
Jesus and not on the ungodly of this world.  God wants us to see
things the way He does.

The writer gets sad because of the way these people act and it
seems to him that they are not punished for their bad attitudes.  It
is kind of like when we see something that doesn’t seem right and
we tell our parents, “It’s just not fair!”  That is what Asaph was
saying to God.  It seemed to him like God was not paying attention,
and he wants to know why God is letting them get away with this,
while he is going through hard times.  

It sounds like Asaph wants to change his mind about following
after God's ways in verses 13-15, doesn’t it?  He is wondering if it is
worth all the pain to walk the narrow way.  He is wondering what
he is going to get after all these years of looking to God, and
learning to walk in love and purity and the fear of the Lord.  He



knows that envy is keeping him from seeing things the right way.
He is asking God to help him see things the right way.  God wants
us to see things the way He does.

Helping Us To See
For this craft you will need the 1/2 sheet of construction paper and
the tube from the Attention Grabber above, scissors, tape and
markers.  The children will be making paper telescopes with
today’s theme.  Have them take the 1/2 sheet of construction paper
and cut that in half to make two 1/2 pieces. Take one piece at a
time and roll it into a tube slightly smaller than the tube that has
already been made.  Do the same thing with the second piece.
Insert the first tube into the tube the children made earlier.  Then
place the third tube into the second.

You can either have the children tape (or use a gluestick) to have
the three tubes in place.  Next you can allow the children to
decorate the telescope and have them write today’s theme on the
larger tube along with Psalm 73 and their name.

PS ALM  73:17-28
Unt i l  I  w en t  in to  the  sanc tu ary  o f  God ;  then  I
u nders tood  the i r  end .

S u re ly  You  se t  them  in  s l ip p ery  p l ac es ; You  c as t
them  dow n  to  des t ru c t i on .

Oh ,  how  they  are  brou gh t  t o  deso l at i on ,  as  in  a
m om ent ! They  are  u t t er l y  c onsu m ed  w i th  t er rors .

As  a d ream  w hen  one  aw akes ,  so ,  Lord ,  w hen  You
aw ake ,  You  shal l  desp i s e  the i r  im age .

Thu s  m y hear t  w as  gr i ev ed ,  and  I  w as  v exed  in  m y
m ind .



I  w as  so  f oo l i sh  and  i gnoran t ;  I  w as  l i k e  a beas t
bef ore  You .

N ev er the l es s  I  am  c on t inu al l y  w i th  You ;  You  ho ld  m e
by  m y r i gh t  hand .

You  w i l l  gu ide  m e w i th  You r  c ou nse l ,  and  af t erw ard
rec e iv e  m e to  glory .

Whom  hav e  I  i n  heav en  bu t  You ? And  there  i s  none
u p on  ear th  that  I  des i re  bes ides  You .

M y f l esh  and  m y hear t  f ai l ;  bu t  God  i s  the  s t rength
of  m y hear t  and  m y p or t i on  f orev er .

For  indeed ,  those  w ho  are  f ar  f rom  You  shal l  p er i sh ;
You  hav e  des t royed  al l  t hose  w ho  deser t  You  f or
har lo t ry .

Bu t  i t  i s  good  f or  m e to  d raw  near  t o  God ;  I  hav e  p u t
m y t ru s t  in  the  Lord  GOD , that  I  m ay  dec l are  al l  You r
w orks .

When we come to verse 17 there is a great big “UNTIL” that we see.
That means that at some point Asaph stopped thinking the way
that he was thinking and began to look at things another way, God’s
way.   He got a view of life on this earth through the Lord's eyes.
God wants us to see things the way He does.

Basically, Asaph is saying that when he went to God’s sanctuary,
when he began to get his eyes back on God and began to worship
Him, then everything began to make sense.  It is like Asaph asked
himself, “What in the world was I thinking?”  We can do that
sometimes when we take our eyes off of God and place them on
this world.  Every day we need to spend time in God’s Word and
worshipping Him so that we can keep the right attitude.  



What really was happening was that Asaph was receiving an
“eternal” perspective.  That just means that he was beginning to see
things like God sees them.  He remembers what happens at the end
of the path for wicked people.  Their path leads to destruction and
judgment, not blessing.  It may appear that everything is OK now,
but there is coming a day when they will be judged and if they do
not have a relationship with God, then they will be destroyed.  God
wants us to see things the way He does.

Let us look at some of the things that Asaph describes that will
happen to wicked people.  He says that they are in slippery places.
That means that they could fall at any moment.  We need to be on a
solid place, firmly planted.  The only solid place in this world is
when we stand on the rock of Jesus and His Word.  We also see that
one day they will be destroyed, and it can happen in a moment.
Life is very short and it can end very quickly.  Eternity lasts
forever; we need to be prepared for eternity.

Asaph says that they are consumed with terrors, like in a dream.
We don’t see everything that goes on in the minds and hearts of
evil people.  We only see the outside.  Everything may look good on
the outside, but people who do not know Jesus can not experience
peace like we do.  The wicked things they do cause all kinds of
problems in their lives.  Their families can be destroyed; their
relationships and their very lives can be a disaster because of their
choices.  People who sin on television or in the movies don’t show
you that part of sin.  There is always a result to our choices.  When
we sin there are bad results.  

Asaph begins to "see things the right way"; that is the way that God
sees things.  Now we see compassion come to his heart and mind
for all these people that he was jealous of.  How many people in our
world do we see everyday making a decision not to follow after



God and His ways?  Are our hearts grieved for these people?  Can we
trade our jealousy and envy for compassion?  We are told that
Asaph was grieved.  That means that he was sad at the condition of
the world.

Now that Asaph is seeing things the right way again, he begins to
praise the Lord.  He is able to see the blessings of his life, which
come from a Heavenly Father who loves him very much.  He sees
that even though he might not have a lot of money or all kinds of
material things, the Lord is always there for him, no matter what
his circumstances.  He has everything he needs.  He remembers the
Lord is guiding  and strengthening him through this life; and after
life in this body is over, the Lord Himself is going to bring him into
glory!  Wow!  What a thought!  There is so much to look forward to
when we walk with the Lord.

There is a verse in the NT that says, “In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith, of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire may
be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Peter 1:6,7)  It is true that life is not
always fun, or easy, or painless.  It is true that it will seem like we
are going through more hard times than someone, but the last
verse of this Psalm reminds us how to see things the right way.
Asaph goes back to what God has called him to do and that is to
praise Him.  

What a blessing it is for us to be able to learn from Psalm 73 so that
we can see things the right way.  Are you taking your eyes off of
Jesus and placing them on others?  Let’s remember that we need to
always keep our eyes on Jesus.  Then we will understand what is
true and right.  Eternity is going to be awesome.  Keep your focus
on God and His kingdom!  God wants us to see things the way He
does!



Looking for the Big Picture
You will need a picture (from a magazine or another source),
poster board, a pencil and scissors.  Find a picture of someone
doing something nice for someone else or that would communicate
seeing things the way that God sees them.  With a glue stick, paste
the picture onto poster board.  Turn the picture over and make
squares.  Make enough so that each child in your class can get one
square.  Next number the squares so it makes it easier for you to
put them together later.  Cut out the squares.  

Next without saying anything about what the picture is, mix up the
squares and pass out one square to each student.  Go around the
room and ask each child to tell you what the picture is that their
square comes from.  If no one guesses allow the children to get
together and try to put the picture together.  If they are still having
trouble put the picture together using the numbers.

Use this activity to reinforce that if we have just one small piece of
the puzzle, we can’t always understand everything that is
happening.  Sometimes we might be tempted to look at our lives or
problems we are going through and like Asaph begin to question
God.  Remember, we cannot see the whole picture.  We need to put
our eyes on God and not on ourselves.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to keep looking to
Him all of the time.  When tempted to look at the people and things
of this world have them pray and ask the Lord for help to remain
focused on Him always.  If there are any children who have not yet
responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




