
Lesson 108

Elisha’s Greedy Servant

2 Kings 5:15-27



MEMORY VERSE
2 KINGS 5:26
“Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back
from his chariot to meet you?  Is it time to receive money
and to receive clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep
and oxen, male and female servants?”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A 20 - 25 piece puzzle or a picture, poster board, glue and scissors.

As many  “Keys to Living in the Spirit” templates as the number of
children in your class, crayons or markers, scissors, yarn or pipe
cleaners.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Body Language
Have you ever heard of the phrase, “Actions are louder than
words”?  Sometimes we can say something, but our “body
language” is saying something else.  Often times our expressions
will represent what is in our hearts.  

As an example, raise your arms, make fists, shake your arms, and
make an angry face.  Ask the children to guess what you are feeling.
They should guess anger.  Show them that they guessed without
you even saying a word.

Pick volunteers to come up and display an emotion.  See if the rest
of the class can guess the emotion that is being displayed.  Some
examples of feelings might be:  sorrow, anger, jealousy, greed, pity,
happiness or joy.   After a while, have the children gather in a circle
and ask them how Jesus can make a difference in these feelings.
We will learn in today’s lesson that Elisha’s servant has some greed



in his heart.  Even though he tries not to let it show, Elisha still
knew that it was there.

LESSON TIME!
Last week we learned about a beautiful way that God showed His
grace, mercy, and love to a man by the name of Naaman.  He was in
desperate need of help.  Let’s briefly review last week’s story and
then we will pick up with today’s lesson.  We are going to learn
about a man by the name of Gehazi, Elisha’s servant.  We will learn
that you can’t buy God’s love and grace with money.   We will also
learn that God’s grace is a FREE gift.

King Ben-hadad of Syria sent Naaman to the king of Israel, thinking
the king could order Elisha to cure Naaman of the disease of
leprosy.  He sent money with Naaman because he thought God’s
gift of healing could be bought.  God’s grace is a FREE gift.  The
king of Israel was upset because he knew he had no control over
the situation and he thought the Syrian king was trying to find an
excuse to fight.  He was completely ignorant of God’s powerful
working through Elisha.

Elisha heard about the king of Israel’s problem and sent the king a
message not to worry.  Elisha was confident in God’s ability to help
Naaman.  Naaman would soon learn that there is a true prophet of
God in Israel.  God is able to meet our greatest need.

In the army, Naaman was respected.  In combat, he was feared.
When Naaman meets Elisha he treats him like an ordinary person.
This makes Naaman very angry.  Elisha didn’t even bother to come
out of his house to meet Naaman, but simply relayed a message to
have him dip seven times in the Jordan river and he would be
healed.  

The cure of Naaman’s leprosy was not in the water of the Jordan,
but in the obedient faith in God’s promise through His prophet.  To



wash in the Jordan, Naaman thought was beneath a man of his
position.  But Naaman had to humble himself and obey Elisha’s
commands in order to be healed.

Naaman simply had to respond in obedience, yet his pride caused
him to retreat in anger.  His officers wisely told him to do as Elisha
requested.  Obedience to God begins with humility.  When God
wants us to do something, we need to obey with an attitude of
humility.

We might not understand His ways of working, but by humbly
obeying, we will receive His blessings.  As a result of Naaman’s
humble obedience, he was instantly healed.

It is here that we pick up this week’s story.  Now that Naaman is
healed he desires to hurry back to Elisha.  He now has a different
attitude towards Elisha.  But it is here that we learn the lesson that
God’s grace is a FREE gift.

2 KIN GS  5:15-16
And  he  re tu rned  to  the  m an  o f  God ,  he  and  al l  h i s
aides ,  and  c am e and  s tood  bef ore  h im ; and  he  said ,
" Indeed ,  now  I  know  that  there  i s  no  God  in  al l  t he
ear th ,  exc ep t  in  I s rae l ;  now  theref ore ,  p l ease  t ake  a
gi f t  f rom  you r  s erv an t ."

Bu t  he  said ,  "As  the  LORD  l i v es ,  be f ore  w hom  I  s t and ,
I  w i l l  r ec e i v e  noth ing."  And  he  u rged  h im  to  t ake  i t ,
bu t  he  re f u sed .

Naaman wasted no time in returning to Elisha’s house in Samaria,
which was a 25 mile trip from the Jordan River.  He came to Elisha
with a different attitude, he was healed and he was humbled.  He
had a heart of gratitude and desired to pay Elisha for his service.
Naaman’s deadly disease was cured, and Elisha would be richly
rewarded.



Naaman came to Elisha a believer in God and His awesome power.
He had discovered through his healing that only a true God could
do such a miracle, and he was eager to share that with Elisha.

Elisha agreed with Naaman, that the Lord whom he serves lives.
But Elisha refused to accept any reward for his ministry.  It was the
work of God in his life as a free gift.  Elisha knew that it was God’s
work, not his so he didn’t want to receive any payment.  If Elisha
had taken money from Naaman it could have done damage to what
God wanted Naaman to understand about Himself.  God wanted
Naaman to know and wants us to know that God’s grace is a FREE
gift.

2 KIN GS  5:17-19
S o  N aam an  said ,  "Then ,  i f  no t ,  p l ease  l e t  you r
serv an t  be  gi v en  tw o  m u le - l oads  o f  ear th ;  f or  you r
serv an t  w i l l  no  l onger  o f f er  e i ther  bu rn t  o f f er ing or
sac r i f i c e  t o  o ther  gods ,  bu t  t o  the  LORD .

"Yet  in  th i s  th ing m ay  the  LORD  p ardon  you r  s erv an t :
w hen  m y m as t er  goes  in to  the  t em p le  o f  R im m on  to
w orsh ip  there ,  and  he  l eans  on  m y hand ,  and  I  bow
dow n  in  the  t em p le  o f  R im m on ; w hen  I  bow  dow n  in
the  t em p le  o f  R im m on , m ay  the  LORD  p l ease  p ardon
you r  s erv an t  in  th i s  th ing."

Then  he  said  t o  h im , "Go  in  p eac e ."  S o  he  dep ar t ed
f rom  h im  a shor t  d i s t anc e .

Not only was Naaman’s body healed, but his heart was healed as
well.  With a heart of humility and faith, he now was filled with an
attitude of worship for the one true God.  The worship of idols had
brought him nothing, but the God of Israel gave him everything.
He now had a new life and a new hope.



Since Elisha would not take anything, Naaman asked him to give as
much earth as he could carry back to Damascus on two mules.
Naaman wanted to make an altar to the Lord, believing that he
needed dirt from Israel in order to worship the God of Israel.

Many who worshipped idols in this day believed that no god could
be worshipped except in its’ own land or on an altar built with the
dirt of that land.  Though he desired to worship God, he didn’t
quite know how.

Back home, Naaman would have to fulfill his official duties, which
included helping the king get down and up as he bowed,
worshipping the god Rimmon.  Because of his faith in the one true
God of Israel, Naaman asks Elisha that he be granted forgiveness for
bowing down to this idol.  He didn’t intend to worship other gods.
His asking for pardon in this one area shows the differences
between Naaman and the Israelites, who were continually
worshipping many idols.  Elisha encourages him to go in peace.

Puzzle Partners
Bring with you a 20 - 25 piece puzzle.  If you don’t have one, the
children can make one by pasting a large picture to a piece of
poster board.  Cut the board into 20 - 25 pieces so that every child
can have one piece.  

You should keep two or more extra pieces hidden (don’t let the
children know).  Have the class join together in putting the puzzle
together in the center of the room.  After they have put the puzzle
together they will notice that a few pieces are gone.  Ask the
children if they think the puzzle is complete?

Explain that when we choose to walk in sin or disobedience it
affects us and others.  God has a plan for our lives.  He desires to
make our lives a beautiful picture.  If we don’t obey His plans for us



it is like we are holding back some pieces to the beautiful picture
that He wants to make.  Let’s choose to obey Jesus in everything.

2 KIN GS  5:20-24
Bu t  Gehaz i ,  t he  s erv an t  o f  El i sha the  m an  o f  God ,
said ,  "Look ,  m y m as t er  has  sp ared  N aam an  th i s
S yr i an ,  w h i l e  not  rec e i v ing f rom  h i s  hands  w hat  he
brou ght ;  bu t  as  the  LORD  l i v es ,  I  w i l l  ru n  af t er  h im
and  t ake  som eth ing f rom  h im ."

S o  Gehaz i  p u rsu ed  N aam an .  When  N aam an  saw  h im
ru nn ing af t er  h im , he  go t  dow n  f rom  the  c har io t  t o
m eet  h im , and  said ,  " I s  al l  w e l l ?"

And  he  said ,  "Al l  i s  w e l l .  M y  m as t er  has  s en t  m e ,
say ing,  ' Indeed ,  j u s t  now  tw o  you ng m en  o f  the  sons
o f  the  p rop het s  hav e  c om e to  m e f rom  the  m ou ntain s
o f  Ep hraim . Pl ease  gi v e  them  a t al en t  o f  s i l v er  and
tw o  c hanges  o f  garm ent s . '"

S o  N aam an  said ,  "Pl ease ,  t ake  tw o  t al en t s ."  And  he
u rged  h im , and  bou nd  tw o  t al en t s  o f  s i l v er  in  tw o
bags ,  w i th  tw o  c hanges  o f  garm ent s ,  and  handed
them  to  tw o  o f  h i s  s erv an t s ;  and  they  c arr i ed  them
on  ahead  o f  h im .

When  he  c am e to  the  c i t ade l ,  he  t ook  them  f rom
thei r  hand ,  and  s tored  them  aw ay  in  the  hou se ;  then
he l e t  the  m en  go ,  and  they  dep ar t ed .

All throughout the Bible we see great displays of God’s great power,
a revelation of His loving character.  But along with it, we also see
displays of man’s great pride, a revelation of our selfish character.  

Elisha had displayed a beautiful picture of God’s loving grace by
not accepting any payment for what God had done.  But Gehazi, his



servant, didn’t see it that way.  True service is motivated by love
and devotion to God and seeks no personal gain as Elisha had
shown.  Gehazi had a heart filled with greed.

Gehazi carefully plotted his scheme to get money from Naaman.
Gehazi capitalized on God’s work.

When Naaman saw Gehazi running towards him, he stopped his
chariot to find out if anything was wrong.  Naaman was concerned
for Elisha and was eager to help in anyway he could.  Gehazi lies to
Naaman hoping to receive a talent (approx. $2000) in silver and
two suits of clothes.  Wow, what a request!  That was a lot of money.
But Naaman reveals his generous heart and gives Gehazi $4000 and
two expensive robes.  

Gehazi really made out, receiving more than he had hoped for.
Naaman even sent two servants back with Gehazi to help him carry
the gifts to his house.  But Gehazi stops them at the hill where
Elisha lived and sent the servants away, then quickly hid the
money in his house.

2 KIN GS  5:25-27
N ow  he  w en t  in  and  s tood  bef ore  h i s  m as t er .  El i sha
said  t o  h im , "Where  d id  you  go ,  Gehaz i ?"  And  he
said ,  "You r  s erv an t  d id  not  go  anyw here ."

Then  he  said  t o  h im , "D id  not  m y hear t  go  w i th  you
w hen  the  m an  tu rned  bac k  f rom  h i s  c har io t  t o  m eet
you ? I s  i t  t im e t o  rec e iv e  m oney  and  to  rec e iv e
c lo th ing,  o l i v e  grov es  and  v ineyards ,  sheep  and
oxen ,  m ale  and  f em ale  s erv an t s ?

"Theref ore  the  l ep rosy  o f  N aam an  shal l  c l ing t o  you
and  you r  desc endant s  f orev er ."  And  he  w en t  ou t
f rom  h i s  p resenc e  l ep rou s ,  as  w h i t e  as  snow .



Elisha didn’t waste any time to confront Gehazi.  God had revealed
Gehazi’s deceit to Elisha so he gives Gehazi an opportunity to
confess his sin.  So to cover one lie, Gehazi told another.  Elisha
reveals to Gehazi that he is aware of his scheme and adds that a
true servant of the Lord should not take personal rewards from
people in return for blessings that God had given them.  False
prophets of that time were selfishly profiting from their position,
bringing contempt on the prophetic office.  Gehazi was no better.

The leprosy of Naaman had been removed from him by his humble
obedience and trust in God, but now leprosy would cling to Gehazi
for his lack of obedience and trust in God.  He had dishonored God
and the credibility of his witness on behalf of God to others. The
consequences were severe, he and his family would suffer the same
fate.  He left Elisha’s house with his skin and his hair as white as
snow.  As a servant of God, Gehazi had an awesome privilege.  With
that privilege came an awesome responsibility.  His sin was far-
reaching and he paid dearly for tainting God’s beautiful picture of
His grace, mercy and love.

God doesn’t want His work to be smeared with our selfishness.
Naaman had to deal with his prideful heart and when he did, he
soon learned that he could trust in God to help him without having
to pay for it.   Sometimes people reach to God’s offer of forgiveness
in the same way as Naaman did.  Just to believe in Jesus Christ
somehow doesn’t seem like it is enough to bring eternal life.

Naaman’s gift of healing was free; he didn’t earn it, but received it
by faith.  What Naaman had to do to have his leprosy washed away
is similar to what we must do to have our sin washed away.  We
simply need to respond to God’s mercy with faith.  God’s grace,
mercy and love are free and freely given.  You can be washed from
sin and cleansed as Naaman was, by giving your heart to God in
humility and faith.  God’s grace is a FREE gift.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to freely receive the
grace of God through His Son, Jesus.  If there are any children who
have not yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do
so.




