
3 John Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, Matthew Henry, 

Damian Kyle, NIV Study Bible, David Guzik, Kenneth Wuest, Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown, and 

Bob Utley. 

 

Introduction: 

Truth is used 5 times. 

Love is used 1 time. 

Beloved is used 4 times. 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “the beloved” – John also calls him ‘beloved’ in vv. 2, 5, and 11. 

-  “Gaius” – That name is also used in Acts 19:9; 20:4; Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 1:14. 

- John may have led Gaius to faith in Jesus.  (v. 4) 

-  “love in truth” – The greatest union in this world is found between two people who both love 

God and His truth. 

 

1:2 – “prosper” – Lit. “go well.”  This is a common greeting of the day; it is not in support of the 

modern health and wealth doctrine. 

-  “soul” – (Greek “psuche”) Lit. “mind.”  This refers to the inner person of the heart. 

-  “as your soul prospers” – “How often great spiritual vitality is found in saints of infirm health 

and broken bodies” – Kenneth Wuest. 

- These are the greater riches of God’s kingdom.  (Heb. 11:26) 

 

1:3 – “brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you” – This is good news from a far country 

and an encouragement to the rest of the church.  (Prov. 25:25) 

-  “the truth that is in you” – He has made the objective truth of God a subjective reality in his life. 

-  “walk” – The word speaks of continuity and progress. 

 

1:4 – “no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” – The best way to bless and 

encourage those who have served us in the Lord is to grow into spiritual maturity and take 

our place in the service of the body of Christ. 

- It is a great joy to be a part of a church that is living out the Word of God. 

-  “my children” – Lit. ”my own children.” 

 

1:5 – “faithfully” – How blessed is faithfulness among fellow ministers!  (Matt. 25:21; 1 Cor. 4:2) 

- If it were not for this letter, we would not know of Gaius’ actions.  He ministers 

faithfully in obscurity and anonymity, in contrast to Diotrephes “who loves to have 

the preeminence.”  (v. 9) 

-  “for the brethren and for strangers” – He provides the same care for long-standing members of 

the body as he does for new visitors passing through on their journey. 

 

1:6 – “borne witness of your love before the church” – People who are being cared for in the church 

will often bring word of that hidden service back to the leadership of the church.  Those unseen 

servants are the lifeblood of any local church body. 

-  “send them forward on their journey” – Travelling ministers of the early church depended on the 

hospitality of the local churches to provide for their housing and travel needs. 

- Payment comes after the work is done to send them onto the next church ministry. 
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1:7 – “taking nothing” – They would not let money “hinder the Gospel of Christ.”  (1 Cor. 9:12) 

-  “the Gentiles” – Lit. “pagans.”  The word here speaks of unbelievers. 

 

1:8 – “receive” – Lit. “support, underwrite.” 

-  “fellow workers for the truth” – Simply aiding another in their service of the Lord is to 

participate in that very service.  (Matt. 10:40-42) 

 

1:9 – “wrote to the church” – This letter was not preserved for us. 

- It may be that Diotrephes intercepted this letter and refused to share it with the church. 

-  “Diotrephes” – means “Zeus nurtures.” 

- John, the apostle of love, names names. 

-  “loves the preeminence” – He loves to be in charge. 

- Pride is the opposite of Christ-like love.   

- The word “minister” means “servant.” 

- Paul warned the church of Ephesus: “For I know this, that after my departure savage 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from among yourselves 

men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.”  

(Acts 20:29-30) 

-  “preeminence” – Jesus is to have the preeminence.  (Col. 1:18) 

- James and John sought the preeminence over the other disciples before seeing Jesus on 

the cross. 

-  “does not receive us” – Diotrephes is rejecting John and those serving with him. 

 

1:10 – “prating with malicious words” – Lit. “bringing false and empty charges against us.” 

- Rather than serving the brethren and strangers of the church (v. 5), Diotrephes is attacking 

the leaders of the church. 

 

1:11 – “do not imitate what is evil, but what is good” – The people of the church could choose to 

follow either Gaius or Diotrephes.  Who they follow will indicate whether they are good 

or evil. 

-  “does good” – Lit. “continually does good.” 

-  “evil” – John declares those things to be evil that break up the body of Christ. 

 

1:12 – “Demetrius has a good testimony” – John is recommending Demetrius to the church.  He 

should be received by the church. 

- It seems likely that Demetrius hand-delivered this letter to Gaius. 

-  “from the truth itself” – Likely speaking of the Scriptures. 

 

1:14 – “face to face” – The personal, intimate touch of the 90+ year old apostle. 

-  “Peace to you” – This peace is available even in a church experiencing some conflict in 

leadership. 

 


