
2 Thessalonians Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, Matthew Henry, 
NIV Study Bible, David Guzik, Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown, and H.A. Ironside. 
 
Introduction: 
This letter was written within a year of the first letter to the Thessalonians.  Paul is likely still at 
Corinth when he sends this letter to Thessalonica. 
 
The persecution of Christians in the Roman Empire was increasing. 
 
In 2 Thessalonians, 18 of the 47 verses (38%) deal with the subject of eschatology. 
 
Chapter 1: 
1:1 – “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy” – These guys were together for the 18 months Paul spent 

at Corinth. 
 
1:2 – “from God” – The only grace and peace they would receive would come from God.  They would 

not get these things from the world. 
 
1:3 – “brethren” – A word used 27 times in the Thessalonian letters. 

-  “faith…love” – This church is marked by faith and love despite the ongoing difficulties. 
- The things most important in a church are not recorded on a website and not measured 

in a survey. 
- Hope is not mentioned here as it was in 1 Thess. 1:3. 

 
1:4 – “patience” – (Greek “hypomone”) Lit. “bear up under pressure, endurance.” 

-  “persecutions” – Lit. “attacks from without.” 
-  “tribulations” – (Greek “thilipsis) Lit. “pressures.” 
-  “endure” – It is only through faith and patience that we inherit the promises of God.  (Heb. 6:12) 

 
1:5 – “the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom” – Paul is 

saying that their faithfulness in the midst of trouble is an evidence of genuine faith. 
 
1:6 – “repay with tribulation those who trouble you” – We all reap what we sow.  (Gal. 6:7) 
 
1:7 – “when” – not “if.” 

-  “revealed” – (Greek “apokalypsis”) Lit. “unveiling.” 
 
1:8 – “vengeance” – Lit. “true justice, or retributive judgment.” 

- The kinsman-redeemer was responsible for the Leverite marriage and as the avenger 
of blood.  Vengeance is part of the role of the kinsman-redeemer.  (1 Thess. 4:6) 

-  “on those who do not know God” – God knows how to separate the righteous from the 
wicked for the day of judgment.  (2 Pet. 2:9) 

 
1:9 – “everlasting destruction” – A description of hell. 

-  “from the presence of the Lord” – Those who don’t want God will be separated from Him 
forever.  This is the greatest horror of hell. 
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1:10 – “glorified in His saints” – As Christ’s life is demonstrated through our own. 
-  “admired among all those who believe” – Christ alone is “marveled.” 
-  “testimony” – (Greek “marturion”) The root word gives us our English word “martyr.” 

 
1:11 – “worthy of this calling” – That our lives would somehow resemble the eternal work of Christ 

on the cross that He has placed in us at salvation. 
- “Your greatest opportunities will often be brilliantly disguised as impossible situations” - 

as quoted by Neil Turner. 
 
1:12 – “and you in Him” – We enjoy life most when we are dying to our self and living to the 

purposes of God.  (“Forget yourself; you’ll have a lot more fun…”) 
 
Chapter 2: 
2:1 – “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him” – The Second Coming 

of Jesus includes two events: Jesus coming for the Church and Jesus coming with the Church 
to set up the kingdom on earth. 

 
2:2 – “not to be shaken in mind” – The Thessalonians seem to be wondering if the increased 

persecution they are presently experiencing is a mark of the Tribulation.  They think the day 
of Christ may have already come. 

-  “shaken” – Lit. “loosed from one’s moorings.” 
-  “troubled” – Lit. “agitated, pained.” 
-  “the day of Christ” – or “the day of the Lord.”  It is a reference to the Great Tribulation. 

 
2:3 – “deceive” – When Jesus talked about the end times, He too warned of deception.  (Matt. 24:4) 

- Jesus and Paul were more concerned that we remain faithful to God than that we know all 
the esoteric details of future events. 

-  “the falling away” – A definitive event.  (Matt. 24:10-12; Luke 18:8; John 5:43; 1 Tim. 4:1) 
- We cannot have a global government without global religious conviction. 

-  “falling away” – (Greek “apostasia”) Lit. “defection, or departure.” 
- A defection/departure from the true faith in Jesus will not make them look less spiritual or 

religious.  The end times are marked by heightened spiritual experience.  (v. 9-10) 
- “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast 

out demons in Your name, and done many miracles in Your name?’  And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’”  
(Matt. 7:22-23) 

-  “the man of sin…the son of perdition” – The Anti-Christ.  (Dan. 8:23-25; 9:26-27; 11:36-39) 
- As Jesus is characterized by righteousness and life, the Antichrist is characterized by sin 

and perdition. 
 
2:4 – “showing himself that he is God” – This is the “abomination of desolation” Jesus referred to in 

Matt. 24:15 and we see in Rev. 13:14-18. 
- The Tribulation will be kicked off by a peace treaty with Israel (Dan. 9:27), but will turn 3½ 

years later when the Anti-Christ demands the world worships him as God (Rev. 13:14-18).  
At that point, many of Israel turn to God and die a martyr’s death during the last 3½ years of 
The Great Tribulation. 
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2:5 – “told you these things” – Paul taught this in the first 3 weeks with the Thessalonians. 
 
2:7 – “lawlessness is already at work” – “Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come 

in the flesh is not of God.  And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was 
coming, and is now already in the world.”  (1 John 4:3; see also 1 John 2:18-23) 

-  “He who now restrains” – That is the Holy Spirit, likely as He relates to the Church. 
- The evil of the world is currently the restrained version. 

-  “He” – Masculine singular.  Speaking of the Holy Spirit. 
-  “taken out of the way” – Lit. “taken out of the midst.”  Possibly referring to the rapture.  

(1 Thess. 4:17) 
 
2:8 – “revealed” – (Greek “apokalypto”) Lit. “unveiling.”  (Also v. 3, 6) 

- It is likely that the Church will never see the rise of the Antichrist. 
-  “the breath of His mouth” – “Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike 

the nations.”  (Rev. 19:15; see also Dan. 11:45) 
 
2:9 – “power” – (Greek “exsousia”) Lit. “authority to act as one wills.”  This is the kingly right. 

- The Church has been given power, but “dynomous” power.  Our power is a directed and 
submitted power to do as God wills, and not as we will. 

-  “power, signs, and lying wonders” – Spiritually impressive. 
- The world that puts so much faith in subjective experience and feelings will be 

susceptible to this kind of deception. 
 
2:10 – “because they did not receive the love of the truth” – God’s word.  (John 17:17) 

- If we do not love God’s word, we are susceptible to any deception. 
 
2:11 – “delusion” – Our minds are not vacuums; they must be filled with something…and if it is not 

the truth, then it will be a lie. 
- At some point in all of our lives, God affirms and ratifies the decision we made 

regarding Him.   
-  “the lie” – The deception from the beginning is that the creation can be exalted to be like God.  

(Gen. 3:5; Isa. 14:14) 
- Every other religion of the world has the essential doctrine that its followers will 

eventually be gods or like gods as a part of God and equal with God. 
 
2:12 – “pleasure in unrighteousness” – Love of sin is the reason most people reject God.  (John 3:19) 
 
2:13 – “from the beginning” – From eternity past. 

-  “chose you for salvation” – In contrast to those given over to “the lie.”  (v. 11) 
-  “sanctification” – Lit. “to be set apart.” 
-  “belief” – Lit. “trust, faith.” 

 
2:14 – “gospel” – The good news of salvation. 

-  “obtaining of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ” – In our relationship with God. 
- “The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  (2 Cor. 4:6) 
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2:15 – “traditions” – Those that are started, supported, and affirmed in the Scriptures. 
- This is not talking about the necessity of extra-Biblical practices, but that which looks like 

Jesus.  “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”  (1 Cor. 11:1) 
- There is a danger of “ancient-future” faith that is not grounded in the Word. 
- We ought never to “transgress the commandment of God by your tradition.”  (Matt. 15:3) 

 
2:16 – “Jesus Christ Himself” – Directly from Him. 

-  “good hope by grace” – The Judaizers could not offer this hope. 
 
2:17 – “comfort your hearts” – This is what He does in us. 

-  “every good word and work” – This is what He does through us. 
 
Chapter 3: 
3:1 – “pray for us” – Paul asked them to pray for him in his first letter as well.  (1 Thess. 5:25) 

-  “the word of the Lord” – The foundational, central, and primary avenue of ministry. 
-  “run swiftly” – Move forward. 
-  “be glorified” – Remain accurate. 

 
3:2 – “unreasonable” – or “absurd.”  Some people just get in the way of the progress of the ministry, 

not deliberately, but most definitely unreasonable. 
-  “wicked” – Some stand deliberately opposed to God and the Word. 

 
3:3 – “faithful” – “He cannot deny Himself.”  (2 Tim. 2:13) 

-  “the evil one” – “but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not 
touch him.”  (1 John 5:18) 

 
3:4 – “confidence in the Lord” – The only reason we will ever come to trust anyone. 
 
3:5 – “direct” – Lit. “move all the obstacles out of the way.” 

-  “into the love of God” – Continue to abide in the vine to experience the love God has for us. 
- Our Christian testimony and service is based on our love of God. 

-  “love…patience” – These two qualities go together.  (1 Cor. 13:4) 
 
3:6 – “withdraw” – Not just passively, but actively as well.  Create distance between you and the 

disorderly brother.  (1 Tim. 5:3-16) 
-  “brother” – A fellow believer. 
-  “walks” – Lit. “willfully and persistently walks.” 
-  “disorderly” – Lit. “out of order, un-submissive, self-directed, free-floating.”  Trying to do 

something God has not called you to do – either less or more. 
 
3:7 – “how you ought to follow us” – Paul set the example in his lifestyle.  (v. 9) 
 
3:8 – “free of charge” – They would not use their position for personal gain. 

- Christian benevolence does not lead to socialism. 
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3:10 – “will not work” – Some physically cannot work…this is not talking about ability, but desire. 
- The Church is expected to “Honor widows who are really widows.”  (1 Tim. 5:3; see also 

Acts 6) 
-  “work” – A pre-fall condition and part of our eternal life. 

- “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.”  
(Gen. 2:15) 

- “There shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His 
servants shall serve Him.”  (Rev. 22:3) 

- There is no distinction between the sacred and the secular in the area of work.  Both can be 
used for and bless God. 

-  “shall not eat” – Hunger can be a tremendous motivator to work. 
- Money should not be used to motivate people to come to church or to come to Jesus.  

Nobody can serve both God and money.  (Matt. 6:24) 
 
3:11 – “disorderly” – Repeated from v. 6.  

-  “busybodies” – Lit. “to work around, or to work the perimeter.”   
- Nobody lives in a vacuum…if you have time and energy you will use it.  And if you are not 

using what you have to pursue your calling and mission, you will use it to ruin others’ 
callings and missions.   

- “Now when the people complained, it displeased the Lord; for the Lord heard it, and His 
anger was aroused.  So the fire of the Lord burned among them, and consumed some in the 
outskirts of the camp.”  (Num. 11:1) 

 
3:12 – “quietness” – or “silence.” 
 
3:13 – “do not grow weary in doing good” – Do not allow the busybodies to deter you.  (Gal. 6:9) 

- Statistically, a pastor will leave a church over 7 disgruntled people. 
- Also, laziness is infecting…it can really make others cease to care. 

 
3:14 – “do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed” – This teaches things. 

- This is not excommunication, as in 1 Cor. 5.  But this is refusing to aid or support 
someone’s unsurrendered and undisciplined behavior. 

 
3:15 – “admonish him as a brother” – This does not go as far as 1 Cor. 5:11. 
 
3:16 – “peace” – The Thessalonians were in need of peace. 
 
3:17 – “salutation of Paul” – So they would know this letter was genuine. 

- Apparently, some are trying to forge letters in Paul’s name.  (2 Thess. 2:2) 
 


