
2 John Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, Matthew Henry, 
Damian Kyle, NIV Study Bible, David Guzik, Kenneth Wuest, Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown, and 
Bob Utley. 
 
Introduction: 
Written in 85-95AD, at a time when the Church was being persecuted by the Roman government. 

- John apparently travelled around to encourage and oversee the Church meeting in homes. 
 
8 of the 13 verses of 2 John can also be found, in general, to be spoken in 1 John. 
 
Chapter 1: 
1:1 – “The elder” – (Greek “presbuteros”) Lit. “an older and more mature man.” 

-  “elect lady” – Either an individual woman, a church fellowship, or a woman with a fellowship 
meeting in her home. 
- The persons in this letter jump back and forth between singular and plural. 

-  “love in truth” – Again, John balances truth and love.  In this short letter, truth is used 5 times 
and love is used 4 times. 
- “His commandment: that we should believe…and love one another.”  (1 John 3:23) 
- Those having truth without love are harsh.  Those having love without truth are dangerous. 

-  “love” – (Greek “agape”) Lit. “the self-sacrificial, unconditional love of Jesus.” 
-  “all those who have known the truth” – Christian fellowship is having Jesus in common.  

(1 John 1:3) 
 
1:4 – “walking in truth” – Not just knowing it or talking about it, but living it.  (James 1:22; 3 John 4) 

- “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  
(John 14:6) 

- “The Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him not 
knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.”  (John 14:17) 

- “Your Word is Truth.”  (John 17:17) 
-  “commandment”  Used 5 times in 2 John. 

 
1:5 – “love one another” – John 13:34-35; 15:12; 1 John 2:8-11; 4:20-21.  
 
1:6 – “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments” – John 14:15; 1 John 5:3. 
 
1:7 – “gone out into the world” – Who were formerly a part of the church.  (1 John 2:19) 

-  “do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” – 1 John 4:2 says Jesus came in the flesh at 
His birth.  Here we are told He will come in the flesh at His return. 

-  “as coming” – The Greek timeless tense.  Jesus has, is, and will come in the flesh. 
-  “confess” – (Greek “homoligeo”) Lit. “to say the same thing.”  It implies ‘to agree with God.’ 
-  “a deceiver and an antichrist” – 1 John 2:18-23; 4:3. 

- To warn the Church ahead of time is to arm them for the struggle to come. 
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1:8 – “Look to yourselves” – The idea is “beware” or “watch out.”   
- “Watch therefore…the Lord is coming.”  (Mt. 24:36-51) 
- “Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these 

things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  (Luke 21:36) 
-  “full reward” – Heavenly rewards are based on faithfulness.  (Mark 9:41; 10:29-30; Luke 19:16-19; 

1 Cor. 3:10-15; Heb. 11:26) 
 

1:9 – “transgresses” – Lit. “to deliberately, and obstinately, step over the line.” 
-  “does not abide in the doctrine of Christ” – These would be apostatizing.   

 
1:10 – “do not receive him into your house” – Since the Church likely met in this house, he is most 

likely forbidding giving these false teachers a voice or a place of influence in the Church. 
- We should be careful with the teaching we allow into our houses, whether door-to-door 

visitors, TV preachers, or internet personalities. 
 
1:11 – “greets” – An outward display of agreement.  (1 Cor. 5:11) 

-  “shares” – (Gr. “koinonia”) Lit. “all things common, fellowship.” 
- “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the 

doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.”  (Rom. 16:17) 
 
1:12 – “speak face to face” – God’s message is most clearly demonstrated through incarnational 

ministry that lives and displays the message it speaks. 
- More is caught than taught. 
- In the age of the internet and the rise of social media, to speak of church as something that 

only meets online is oxymoronic.  The church (ecclesia) by its very nature is called out 
from the world to gather together. 

-  “joy may be full” – There is amazing joy for those walking in truth, love, and fellowship with 
others. 
- “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.”  (1 John 1:4) 

 
 


