
1 Chronicles Notes 
Studies completed with Joe Focht, Chuck Smith, Damian Kyle, Jon Courson, Warren Wiersbe, 

Matthew Henry, NIV Study Bible, David Guzik, Matthew Poole, and Keil & Delitzsch.  

 

Introduction: 

Chronicles repeats much of the history of Kings, but from God’s perspective, focusing almost entirely 

on Judah and the line of the Messiah. 

 

Chronicles is a post-exilic book, written after Judah was carried to Babylon.  (1 Chronicles 6:15; 9:1)  

It is written as a warning against disobedience and picture of God’s grace. 

 

The Talmud claims that Ezra is the author. 

 

The genealogies of chapters 1-9 cover 3500 of Israel’s history.  (From Genesis 1 to 1 Samuel 3.) 

- Israel has to maintain its identity and ultimately the line of the Messiah. 

- Genealogies mean more in other cultures…story from “And the Word Came With Power.” 

 

Chapter 1: 

1:1 – “Adam” – Unless a person goes all the way back to Adam concerning the issues of life, they will 

not find enough information to sufficiently answer those questions. 

- Romans 2 tells us the proof of man’s fall is in their conscience. 

 

1:1-4 – The ancient genealogy of Genesis 5 covers a period of over 1,000 years from Adam to the flood. 

 

1:5-27 – The Table of Nations of Genesis 10. 

- “The table of nations in unparalleled” – scholar William F. Albright. 

 

1:10 – “Nimrod” – He was the founder of the ancient city of Babylon. 

 

1:18 – “Eber” – The root word for “Habburi,” from which we get the modern word Hebrew. 

 

1:19 – “the earth was divided” – This is likely the period of the continental shift and may be connected 

with the judgment at Babel.  (Gen. 11) 

- There are 270 ancient records from different civilizations speaking of a worldwide flood.  

All these civilizations being separated at Babel at the flood. 

 

1:28 – “Abraham” – The father of the Jewish nation and of the promised Messiah. 

- The author of Chronicles is narrowing to the nation of Israel. 

 

1:29 – “Kedar” – He is the ancient ancestor of Kuwait. 

 

1:32 – “Keturah” – She is the second wife of Abraham.  They were married after the death of Sarah 

and when Abraham was 145 years old. 

 

1:33 – “Midian” – Moses’ father-in-law was a Midianite. 

-  “Sheba and Dedan” – These are the ancient ancestors of Saudi Arabia. 

 

1:34 – “Isaac” – The author continues the line of the Messiah. 

-  “Israel” – He is listed as the man that was left after the angel had wrestled with Jacob at Jabbok. 
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1:43 – “Edom” – These are the descendants of Esau. 

 

Chapter 2: 

2:3 – “Judah” – Again the author of Chronicles is narrowing to the Messianic line. 

-  “wicked…so He killed him” – This suits the purpose of the writing of Chronicles standing in 

contrast to the faithful  who submit and are blessed. 

 

2:7 – “Achar” – That is Achan, the troubler of Israel who stole from God’s victory at Jericho. 

 

2:15 – “David” – Again, the author narrows to the Messianic line. 

-  “the seventh” – In 1 Sam. 16:10-13, David is listed as the eight.  Apparently, one of the children 

passed away at a young age, so David is now listed as seventh. 

 

2:16 – “sisters” – 2 Sam. 17:25.  

-  “Abishai, Joab, and Asahel” – David’s nephews and generals in his army. 

 

2:20 – “Bezelel” – He was the man who helped Moses construct the tabernacle.  (Exod. 31:1-5) 

 

2:42 – “Caleb” – He followed the Lord wholeheartedly. 

- Caleb was a Kenite, a Gentile.  Yet he later became a part of the tribe of Judah. 

 

Chapter 3: 

3:1 – “sons of David” – The author returns to the Messianic line. 

 

3:4 – “six were born to him” – David had six sons to six different women.  This is quite the 

dysfunctional family. 

 

3:5 – “Bathshua” – That is Bathsheba.   

- This is her only mention in Chronicles. 

 

3:6 – “Elishama” – This is Elishua. 

 

3:10-16 – This is the genealogy from Solomon to Zedekiah; the line of the kings and the future 

Messiah. 

 

3:17 – “Jeconiah” – Jehoiachin was carried captive to Babylon.  (6:15) 
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Chapter 4: 

4:9 – “Jabez” – means “sorrow, or pain.” 

- God notes this man in a special way.  The suthor takes a break from the genealogies to 

point out this one person who would have otherwise never been heard of. 

- The Jews say that he was a famous doctor of the Law and left many disciples behind him.  

(1 Chron. 2:55) 

-  “honorable” – Lit. “heavy.”  Jabez was a deep and spiritually strong individual. 

- Jabez made four requests: 1. to bless me, 2. to bless my life and ministry, 3. to keep His 

hand on him to lead, chasten, and guarantee His presence, and 4. to keep him from evil. 

- This is not prosperity doctrine…but God did answer his prayer.  Jabez prayed to God and 

didn’t go to other people. 

- It is better for us to pray the Lord’s Prayer than the Prayer of Jabez. 

 

4:10 – “bless me indeed” – At the beginning of Calvary Chapel, Chuck Smith asked the 25 people to 

add onto the end of their dinner prayers “…and Lord, please bless Calvary Chapel.” 

 

4:42 – “Simeon” – Located in the north, they journeyed to the south, defeated the Amalekites, and 

possessed land around Mt. Seir. 

 

4:43 – “defeated the rest of the Amalekites” – It suits God’s purposes to note that Simeon got rid of 

the Amalekites. 

 

Chapter 5: 

These are the Trans-Jordan tribes.  (Note v. 25-26.) 

 

5:1 – “he defiled his father’s bed” – God takes note how immorality ruined Reuben’s right to the 

birthright. 

- See how far reaching were the consequences of Reuben’s sin, all for one moment of sexual 

pleasure. 

 

5:2 – “Judah prevailed” – There is a promise of the king, David, and the Messiah, Jesus, coming from 

this line. 

 

5:20 – “Hagrites” – These are the descendants of Hagar.  Ishmaelites.  

-  “prayer…trust in Him” – Prayer is the expression of trust in the Lord.  

-  “they put their trust in Him” – It is noted how this victory came as a result of trusting in God. 

 

5:24 – “men of valor” – The character and valor of these men are noted in the midst of the many 

numbered.  It is almost as if the author is communicating that they were rare and special, as 

men of valor are rare in our day. 

 

5:25 – “they were unfaithful” – They stayed outside of a full commitment to God.  They settled for 

less than God’s best by staying outside the promised land. 

- There is a fight both ways, whether we live full on for God or not.  We might as well fight 

the battles that mean something as we follow Him completely! 
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Chapter 6: 

These are the descendants of Levi, the priests and ministers of God at the Temple.   

- It would be very important to trace the line of the priesthood as they reestablish Temple 

worship after the captivity returns from Medo-Persia. 

 

6:3 – “Moses” – We never get Moses’ Hebrew name. 

 

6:8 – “Zadok” – This Zadok was one of David’s two priests.  (1 Chron. 18:16; 2 Sam. 8:17) 

- The priestly line of Zadok replaced the line of Eli.  (1 Sam. 2:27-36; 1 Kings 2:26-27) 

 

6:31 – “the men whom David appointed” – They were not given their responsibilities due to their 

ability, but due to their lineage. 

 

6:32 – “they served in their office according to their order” – All their service is ordered by God. 

- The nation of Israel was to be a priest-nation to the surrounding peoples.  The priests and 

Levites were crucial in keeping Israel set apart to God’s purposes. 

- Every person in their place and a place for every person.  We are just one in the long line of 

humanity…doing our part to accomplish His will and purposes. 

 

6:39 – “Asaph” – There are 12 psalms attributed to Asaph.  (Ps. 50; 73; 74; 75; 76; 77; 78; 79; 80; 81; 

82; 83) 

 

6:49 – “Aaron and his son offered sacrifices” – This is the line of the high priest. 

- There is a distinction between the priests and the Levites. 

- When they come back from Babylon they won’t have a king, but they will have a 

tabernacle.  So the priestly line is important. 

 

6:54 – “dwelling places” – The Levites are scattered among Israel like salt. 

 

Chapter 7: 

There is no account of either Zebulun or Dan. 

 

7:15 – “Zelophehad” – The daughters of Zelophehad are mentioned again.  (Num. 26:29-34; 27:1-11; 

36:1-12; Josh. 17:3-4) 

 

7:27 – “Joshua” – This is the man who brought Israel into the promised land. 

 

Chapter 8: 
This chapter gives the genealogy of Benjamin to King Saul. 

 

8:30 – “Kish” – He was the father of Saul. 

 

Chapter 9: 

9:1 – “all Israel was recorded” – God has us all reckoned as well.  He knows everything about us. 

- Each name links Adam to the nation of Israel in a post-exile age. 

-  “carried away captive…because of their unfaithfulness” – This is the reason and the warning of 

this book to a post-exile nation. 

- Our captivity and the loss of the promises of God are always due to our unfaithfulness, and 

never due to God’s. 
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9:2-9 – This is the listing of people who lived in Jerusalem after the captivity returned from Babylon 

and Medo-Persia. 

 

9:10-13 –These were the priests who lives in Jerusalem. 

 

9:13 – “very able men” – Lit. “they had strength and power of body, soul, and spirit.”   

- God doesn’t lower the standards to increase the ranks.  For it is nothing for God to save by 

many or by few. 

 

9:17 – “the gatekeepers” – God takes note of those who watch the gate. 

- No service of God goes unnoticed.  Also “the serving vessels” (v. 28), “the ointment of oil” 

(v. 30), and “the things that were baked” (v. 31). 

 

9:22 – “appointed them to their trusted office” – God has everything ordered in Israel. 

 

9:23 – “in charge of the gates of the house” – “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord, 

than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.”  (Ps. 84:10) 

 

9:33 – “day and night” – There was worship going on in the Temple 24 hours a day. 

 

9:35-44 – The genealogy of Saul is repeated again, setting the stage for the narrative of the kings of 

Israel beginning with Saul. 

 

Chapter 10: 

10:1 – “the Philistines fought against Israel” – Chronicles goes directly to the last battle of Saul. 

- Saul, after a series of failures, goes to the witch of Endor to seek direction.  So God gives 

him over to his rebellion. 

-  “Philistines” – The Philistines were an immigrant people from the island of Crete.  (Amos 9:7) 

 

10:4 – “he was greatly afraid” – He was afraid to touch the Lord’s anointed. 

 

10:10 – “his head in the temple of Dagon” – Samuel didn’t have this part of the account. 

- God already judged Dagon when the Philistines took the ark of the covenant.  (1 Sam. 5)  

Now again they think they have the upper hand on Israel’s God. 

 

10:11 – “Jabesh Gilead” – Saul defended this town from Nahash the Ammonite before he became 

king.  (1 Sam. 11) 
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10:13 – “unfaithfulness” – His unfaithfulness was marked by a failure to keep to the word of God and 

prayer. 

- Saul’s life failed in increments.  He failed in the situation with Agag and the Amalekites, 

he attempted to kill David, and he did murder the priests.  Here we are given the reason for 

those failures. 

-  “he did not keep the word” – His failure to keep and obey God’s Word is measured as 

unfaithfulness to God Himself. 

- Saul was constantly disobedient and making excuses.  It was these excuses that kept Saul 

from confession and repentance.   

- Where do we go to try to find our identity?  Do we run to the Word to find out what God 

has made us to be? 

-  “he consulted a medium” – The witch at Endor.  (1 Sam. 28) 

- Seeking mediums was forbidden in the Law (Deut. 18:9-14) and brought death to Saul. 

 

10:14 – “He killed him” – Chronicles boils Saul’s life down to one chapter. 

 

Chapter 11: 

The account of Chronicles quickly focuses on the line of the Messiah. 

 

11:1 – “all Israel came together” – Chronicles passes over the 7½ year reign of David at Hebron, 

which was opposed by Ishbosheth and the 10 northern tribes. 

 

11:2 – “shepherd My people” – KJV translates this “feed My people.” 

- The main work of the shepherd is to feed the sheep.  (John 21; 1 Pet. 5:2) 

 

11:3 – “according to the word of the Lord by Samuel” – This was spoken to David by Samuel over 20 

years earlier. 

- At 17 years old, David was anointed as the man God had chosen.  But he wasn’t the man 

prepared for the job until 20 years later.  And in that 20 years, David went through the 

crucible as God separated him from everyone and everything that served as a crutch to him.  

Like Joseph, David was tested by the word of the Lord.  (Ps. 105:18-19) 

- There are times God’s blessing doesn’t obviously accompany God’s anointing. 

- David ruled 33 years from Jerusalem. 

 

11:5 – “Nevertheless” – God takes this impenetrable city with a nevertheless. 

- Jerusalem is the heart of the land.  David is the right king for the throne. 

 

11:6 – “Joab” – Joab was incredibly tough and the long-term general in David’s army.  He was also a 

bit of a loose cannon.  

-  “Joab…went up first” – He climbed up Joab’s Tunnel (a rise of 164 ft. from the Kidron Valley to 

the wall of Ophel) and made the way for the rest of the army. 

- Jerusalem could only be taken with a valiant effort. 

 

11:9 – “the Lord of hosts was with him” – This is the secret of David’s strength. 

- “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated and untrained men, they marveled.  And they realized that they had been with 

Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13) 
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11:10 – “the mighty men whom David had” – Even David cannot do it all by himself. 

- David was a leader who attracted strong men and gave them room to be great.  It takes a 

man of might to lead mighty men; it takes a giant killer to lead an army of giant killers.  

“The Law of the Lid.” 

 This indicates the security David had in the Lord.  An insecure man would cower 

under the might of the men God brought. 

- God takes note of these men who must have served David in obscurity while alive. 

- God was the one to bring these great men around David. 

-  “strengthened themselves” – When you have the right king, then you can strengthen yourself 

with him. 

 

11:11 – “Jashobeam” – He is called “Adino” in 2 Sam. 23:8. 

 

11:13 – “barley” – Barley was the least valuable of grains.  It wasn’t the barley they were defending; it 

was the land of the Lord and of King David. 

 

11:14 – “they” – Speaking of Eleazar and David. 

- Eleazar fights back-to-back with David when all else have fled. 

- Eleazar fought until his hand fastened itself to his sword.  (2 Sam. 23:10) 

 

11:15 – “the cave of Adullam” – This is where David’s men were first united to him.  (1 Sam. 22:1-2) 

 

11:16 – “the Philistines was then in Bethlehem” – The enemy is in Israel’s land, largely as a result of 

Saul’s unfaithfulness as a king. 

 

11:17 – “said with longing” – This is a sigh or a wish. 

- David grew up in Bethlehem. 

- What kind of man must have David been for them to face this difficulty simply as his wish?  

(And what kind of King is the Lord?) 

 

11:18 – “the three” – That is Shamma, Eleazar, and Jashobeam. 

-  “David would not drink it” – He honored these men for this deed. 

- These men were with David in the good times and bad, even through the affair with 

Bathsheba. 

-  “to the Lord” – Their valiant service for David was actually a service to the Lord. 

 

11:20 – “Abishai” – He joined David in going into the camp of Saul and taking his spear and water jug.  

He was loyal to David through Absalom’s rebellion. (1 Sam. 26:6-9; 2 Sam. 3:30; 10:10-14) 

 

11:22 – “Benaiah” – He will take over the lead of the army when Joab was removed by Solomon for 

shedding innocent blood. 

 

11:23 – “five cubits tall” – At least 7½ ft. tall. 

-  “killed him with his own spear” – He turned the enemy’s weapon against him. 

 

11:41 – “Uriah” – Uriah, one of David’s mighty men, would have laid his life on the line for David 

many times before.  Uriah was a man of great character. 
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Chapter 12: 

Chapter 12 flashes back to before David was made king. 

 

12:1 – “at Ziklag” – When David was fleeing from Saul, he ran to the Philistines.  (1 Sam. 27, 30) 

- This is a low point in David’s life, but in Chronicles God focuses how David’s army was 

built up at this time.   

- David went to Ziklag out of depression, not out of rebellion. 

 

12:2 – “Benjamin, Saul’s brethren” – And this is at a time when Saul is trying to kill David. 

 

12:3-7 – God knows every member added to the army of His king.  He even knew they were skilled 

enough to fight with both hands. 

 

12:8 – “Gadites” – Coming from the east side of the Jordan River, they were used to fighting.  

-  “the wilderness” – The Wilderness of Ziph (1 Sam. 23) or En Gedi where Jonathan strengthened 

David’s hands and David avoided battle with Saul. 

-  “handled shield and spear” – They were good on the offense and the defense. 

-  “the faces of lions” – They were probably fully bearded and tough looking. 

 

12:14 – “the least was over a hundred” – These men could handle leadership. 

 

12:15 – “overflowed all its banks” – The Jordan is now just a small stream, but before there was a dam 

at the south side of the Sea of Galilee the river could overflow its banks during the rainy 

season.  When the Jordan flooded, all the S-curves would blend together and make the river 

almost 1/2–mile wide in places. 

- These men weren’t afraid to get their feet wet. 

 

12:16 – “the stronghold” – The cave of Adullam.  (1 Sam. 22) 

- This is just after David was run off by Saul; early in David’s journey. 

 

12:17 – “there is no wrong in my hands” – When going into battle, it is good to know that there is no 

wrong in our hands. 

-  “the God of our fathers…bring judgment” – David didn’t know if he could trust them, so he 

committed them to God for his protection. 

- David checking Amasai’s loyalty. 

 

12:18 – “your God helps you” – This is a good confirmation. 

- They could be loyal to David, because David was loyal to the Lord. 

 

12:19 – “they did not help them” – God kept David’s hand out of the battle that killed Saul. 

 

12:21 – “the bands” – The Amalekites who took David’s men’s families at Ziklag. 

- They recovered their families and possessions from the Amalekites. 

 

12:22 – “day by day” – Giants might fall in one day, but armies form more slowly. 

- David has been waiting for some time, yet god adds to him the same way He adds to us – 

“give us this day our daily bread.”  (Matt. 6:11)  It is a process. 

- Our tomorrows are determined by our obedience today.  The steward we are over today 

will determine the work of tomorrow. 
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12:23 – “at Hebron” – As David is made king of Israel, after Saul’s death. 

-  “according to the word of the Lord” – That is the word given by Samuel about 20 years previous. 

 

12:32 – “understanding of the times” – They knew where to direct their strength. 

- “See then that you walk circumspectly…redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”  

(Eph. 5:15-16) 

 

12:33 – “men who could keep ranks” – When one fell, another would take his place to maintain the 

lines. 

- Demas left Paul “because he loved this present world” (2 Tim. 4:10) more than the world 

to come. 

- In the last days, because iniquity shall abound, “the love of many will grow cold.”  

(Matt. 24:12) 

 

12:38 – “Hebron” – means “fellowship.” 

-  “of one mind” – 340,800 men come to David united in fellowship. 

 

12:40 – “there was joy in Israel” – The right king on the right throne at the right time. 

- This is not only a great feast, but a time without threat and without sin; a time when 

everything was right and David was ascending to the throne. 

- David will extend the kingdom from 6,000 sq. mi. to 60,000 sq. mi. 

 

Chapter 13: 

13:3 – “bring the ark of our God back to us” – David’s heart is right here and his ambitions are 

wonderful.  He knows God is the true king of Israel and wants to see God at the center of the 

nation. 

- It takes work to bring God to the center of a nation. 

 

13:4 – “the thing was right” – It was the right thing done the wrong way.  “How?” (v. 12) 

- The ‘what’ and the ‘how’ are the Lord’s. 

 

13:5 – “Hamath” – Far to the north in Damascus.  

-  “Kirjath Jearim” – Located about 10 miles west of Jerusalem. 

- The ark was with the tabernacle in Shiloh until Eli’s sons took the ark into a battle with the 

Philistines and were defeated.  The Philistines took the ark only to soon return it to Israel 

on a new cart pulled by two lowing cattle.  The ark first went to Beth Shemesh, but after 

some were killed for looking into the ark, they then sent the ark along to Kirjath Jearim.  

The ark has been here now for 80-100 years. 

 

13:7 – “on a new cart” – David is copying the way of the Philistines. 

- God will not be driven or loaded onto our programs.  The Church of God is so guilty of 

trying to load God onto our carts. 

- “There is no responsibility on you for the work; the only responsibility you have is to keep 

in living constant touch with God” – Oswald Chambers. 

- The one burden God asks us to bear is His presence. 

-  “the cart” – A cart is just a bunch of boards with big wheels. 

- The real servant of God is at best only a spectator. 
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13:8 – “all Israel played music” – There is great praise and excitement, but without pleasing the Lord 

because they are not properly following of the word of God. 

- God will interrupt this very emotional praise service by showing up and killing a man. 

- Nothing in God’s word is a small thing. 

 

13:9 – “Uzza” – means “strength.” 

 

13:11 – “angry” – God ruined David’s plans.  David has been publicly humbled. 

- They carried the ark through the wilderness for 38 years and we have no record of a Levite 

ever stumbling. 

- An event like this could make a guy want to quit. 

- God will develop a healthy fear of God in David. 

 

13:12 – “How?” – “We did not consult Him about the proper order.”  (15:13; Num. 4:15; 7:9.) 

- How do we bring the presence of God into the center of our lives? 

 

13:14 – “the Lord blessed the house of Obed-Edom” – There is nothing wrong with the ark. 

- When God judges like this, we can mistake the error as God’s and miss David’s error. 

-  “Obed-Edom” – means “red servant.”  He was a Levite who would later be a gatekeeper in the 

Temple.  (1 Chron. 26:4,5) 

- David was described as red (or ruddy) when he is first introduced in the Scripture.  Obed-

Edom is a picture for him.  David didn’t become king because he was the most qualified or 

had the best program. 

- What changed in Obed-Edom’s house when the ark was there? 

 

Chapter 14: 

14:1 – “Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers” – This would be a great encouragement to David at a 

very tough time. 

 

14:2 – “David knew that the Lord had established him” – David recognizes that this is God’s work to 

bring him to the throne.  God has exalted him.  

-  “for the sake of His people” – God’s blessing on David is to benefit the people David was 

responsible to rule over and care for. 

- God’s blessings are not to be stored, but distributed.  Especially for leaders… 

 

14:3 – “David took more wives” – This is David’s shortcoming. 

- “you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses…neither shall he 

multiply wives for himself…”  (Deut. 17:14-17) 

 

14:8 – “when the Philistines heard that David had been anointed” – The Philistines recognize David’s 

power and authority. 

- David had given the appearance to the Philistines that he sided with them against Israel.  

(1 Sam. 27) 

- The enemy will attempt to attack every anointed advance. 

 

14:9 – “valley of Rephaim” – That is the “valley of giants.” 
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14:10 – “David inquired of God” – All of David’s successes are directly tied to prayer.  His victories in 

battle were always secondary victories and his defeats were always secondary defeats.  The real 

battle was won or lost based on whether or not David surrendered to God on his knees first. 

- This is an indication of why David was considered a man after God’s own heart.  

(1 Sam. 13:14) 

-  “the Lord said” – We aren’t told how God spoke to David. 

 

14:12 – “they left their gods there” – When your gods cannot get away from the battle, you have the 

wrong gods. 

- Even the Philistines weren’t afraid or ashamed to take their gods into the battle with them. 

-  “gods…were burned with fire” – David knew the danger of idolatry in the nation. 

 

14:13 – “the valley” – The Philistines attack David in the same valley as the first battle. 

 

14:14 – “David inquired again of God” – David doesn’t assume that he knows if and how he is to fight 

this battle merely because of the previous victory.  He prays again! 

- Yesterday’s victories are no good today. 

- Though the circumstances may seem the same, God may change in how He chooses to 

bring the victory. 

- Beware of the “god of momentum.” 

-  “You shall not go up after them” – The Philistines may be attempting to use the previous defeat 

to set up a counter attack that would bring defeat to Israel, so He sends them out another way. 

 

14:17 – “fame…fear” – David is getting notoriety and respect, but he is still not content because the 

ark of God is not in the center of the nation. 

- David shows more of a concern for the glory of God than his own. 

 

Chapter 15: 

15:1 – “a tent” – The original tabernacle is still at Gibeah. 

- This is a new tent, not a new ark.  The thing that never changes is that which brings in the 

presence of God and houses the word of God.  But the form that content comes in is free to 

change. 

 

15:2 – “Then David said” – This seems to be about 3 months later.  (1 Chron. 13:140  

-  “the Lord has chosen” – David has gone back to the Scriptures.  (Num. 4; 7:9) 

- “…we did not consult Him about the proper order.”  (v. 13) 

- We may make major mistakes and they may be costly.  But if, after our mistakes, we go 

back to the word of God, we too can move on and grow. 

 

15:3 – “David gathered all Israel” – David’s ego is at stake and his leadership can be questioned.  And 

still he steps out to get all these people together again. 

 

15:4-10 – A total of 862 priests and Levites accompanied David in transporting the ark. 

 

15:12 – “sanctify yourselves” – After the death of Uzzah, this would be quite serious. 

- This would require the ritual washings and sacrifices. 
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15:13 – “we did not consult Him” – David owns his mistake…and grows from it. 

-  “the proper order” – So many times the Church tries to do things the way the world does things; 

ignoring God’s proper order. 

- The kingdom of God is not a democracy; it is an order. 

 

15:20 – “Alamoth” – This seems to be speaking of the higher sounding instruments. 

 

15:22 – “he was skillful” – Along with the heart, this is also an important attribute of a song leader. 

 

15:26 – “God helped the Levites who bore the ark” – When we do things God’s way, He helps us. 

- Uzzah thought he had to support the ark, but it is really God who is supporting the ark for 

the Levites. 

- The only thing God asks us to bare is our personal relationships with Him. 

-  “they offered” – 2 Sam. 6:13 says this is after 6 paces. 

 

15:27 – “David was clothed with a robe of fine linen” – David took off the kingly robes and dressed 

like a common priest.  (1 Sam. 2:18; 22:18) 

 

15:29 – “she despised him in her heart” – Michal will be barren for the rest of her life for despising 

and confronting David in this matter.  (2 Sam. 6:23) 

- Sometimes in our zeal for the Lord, we have to stand alone. 

 

Chapter 16: 

“I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, Until I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling 

place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”  (Ps. 132:4-5) 

 

16:1 – “burnt offerings” – These are offerings of consecration. 

-  “peace offerings” – These are offerings of fellowship. 

 

16:2 – “he blessed the people” – It was only after David’s personal offerings of consecration and 

fellowship that he could bless the people. 

 

16:3 – “he distributed to everyone” – The fellowship meal following the sacrifices. 

 

16:6 – “regularly” – David established worship 24 hours a day for every day of the year. 

 

16:7 – “this psalm” – David seems to have rather been a priest than to be the king. 

- “David…the sweet psalmist of Israel.”  (2 Sam. 23:1) 

-  “to thank the Lord” – Being aware of the grace of God in our lives will lead to thankfulness. 

 

16:8-22 – Psalm 105:1-15. 

 

16:8 – “make known His deeds” – Telling others what God has done is a responsibility of the priests. 
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16:10 – “His holy name” – The Jews didn’t even know His name.  YHVH was unpronounceable.   

- God constantly reveals Himself in human terms that relate to human needs. 

 

16:12 – “Remember His marvelous works” – If God’s people will not remember the great things He 

has done, who will? 

 

16:16 – “The covenant…His oath” – The promise of God. 

 

16:18 – “the land of Canaan” – David will take and possess more of the promised land than any other 

king of Israel. 

- God has given the Jews the land they are currently living in. 

 

16:23-33 – Psalm 96. 

 

16:24 – “Declare His glory among the nations” – Pointing to evangelism. 

 

16:30 – “Tremble before Him” – The believer need not have fear of torment (1 John 4:18), but awe.  

There is a healthy fear of God. 

 

16:33 – “the trees of the woods shall rejoice” – Will the trees audibly praise the Lord and clap their 

hands (Isa. 55:12) during the millennium? 

 

16:34-36 – Psalm 106:1,47-48. 

 

16:35 – “Gather us together, and deliver us” – This is a good picture of the rapture. 

 

16:39 – “Zadok the priest” – The existence of these two places of worship – the tabernacle at Gibeon 

and the ark in the tent at Jerusalem – accounts for the two high priests: Zadok serving in 

Gibeon and Abiathar in Jerusalem.  (1 Chron. 18:16; 27:34) 

-  “the tabernacle of the Lord” – The tabernacle Moses built is still at Gibeon, but the ark is in 

Jerusalem. 

- David maintains service and sacrifice at the tabernacle. 

 

16:42 – “musical instruments” – There are some places in the church where they say instruments are 

not to be used.  David knew nothing of that. 

 

16:43 – “all the people departed” – There is a time to worship and gather together; there is a time to 

disperse and be about daily life.  Both are just as sacred. 

 

Chapter 17: 

17:1 – “Nathan” – This is the first appearance of Nathan chronologically in the Scriptures.  

-  “I dwell in a house of cedar” – David realizes that there is a great contrast between his luxury 

and the present condition of the ark of God.  What pleasure can we take in our own prosperity 

if we see not the good of Jerusalem? 

-  “house of cedar” – David lived in a cedar palace. 

- Under David, Israel has more fully realized the promises of God than ever before. 

-  “tent curtains” – The ark was housed in a tent that David constructed. 
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17:2 – “Do all that is in your heart” – This is a good desire.  (2 Chron. 6:8) 

- Nathan spoke out of turn.  He didn’t seek God’s will first.  God will correct this advice to 

David. 

 

17:3 – “it happened that night” – God had been listening to the conversation between David and Nathan. 

 

17:4 – “you shall not build Me a house” – God is answering David’s request with a “No.” 

- This might be the most disappointing news of David’s lifetime. 

 

17:6 – “have I ever spoken a word” – God doesn’t need a temple.  He is not constrained to let David 

build this house because He is afraid that no one else would ever want to. 

-  “a house of cedar” – God never intended us to build a fancy place that would lure our attention 

from Him to the work of man’s hands. 

 

17:7 – “I took you” – The “I” is emphatic.  It could be literally, “I, it was who, took you…” 

- God is reminding David of His presence in the past and His presence in the present. 

-  “ruler over My people Israel” – David was to be the king, not the priest. 

- A spiritual work is the one God calls you to; whether in a factory or a church. 

 

17:8 – “I have been” – The “I” is emphatic again.  It could be literally, “I, it is who, have been…” 

-  “I have been with you wherever” – God’s answer of “No” to David is no sign of the loss of His 

presence or the lack of His favor.  David is not being chastened.  And it is not that God doesn’t 

want the Temple to be built.  It is just that David was not the one to build it. 

- When God says “No,” it is because He has something better for us. 

- The “better” for David will require a longer wait. 

 

17:9-15 – “I will” – 10 times in 7 verses.  David is now hearing God’s will. 

- God will tell David what He is going to do now; not just what He wants David to do.  The 

NT repeatedly emphasizes what God has done for us and not what we do for Him. 

- It is not what David can do for God that God is primarily concerned with; it is David 

himself who God wants. 

 

17:10 – “a house” – Lit. “a royal dynasty.” 

 

17:14 – “forever” – Looking ahead to Jesus Christ. 

 

17:16 – “David went in and sat before the Lord” – It is a good practice to go before the Lord when He 

tells us “No.”   

-  “Who am I?” – David is humbled by God’s grace to him. 

- God’s promise makes the Temple and the throne seem like small things.  What God does is 

so much better than what we do. 

 

17:17 – “have regarded me” – David is astounded that God would treat him as something special. 

 

17:23 – “let it be established forever” – David, at this point, has received grace and is accepting all that 

God has for him. 

 

17:24 – “the God of Israel, is Israel’s God” – Objectively and subjectively.  God isn’t just the Lord in 

truth, but He also allows Himself to be the Lord in experience. 
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Chapter 18: 

18:1 – “After this” – After God told him that he couldn’t build the Temple, David goes on the 

offensive.  He doesn’t pout.  He isn’t stubborn.  And he doesn’t get jealous that someone else 

will build the Temple. 

- He can’t build the Temple, but he can store up for it.  David will do everything possible so 

that someone else can fulfill his dream.  The Temple is estimated at over $50 billion in 

today’s value and it is estimated that David gave over $100 million of that money out of his 

own pocket. 

- Two things are needed to build the Temple: security and money.  David wars to provide 

both for Solomon. 

- Israel now moves from a defensive posture to the offensive. 

-  “Gath” – The hometown of Goliath and his brothers. 

 

18:3 – “Euphrates” – David extends the kingdom of Israel all the way to Babylon. 

 

18:4 – “hamstrung all the chariot horses” – God warned Israel’s kings of putting their trust in horses.  

(Deut. 17:16)  Here they only take a few alive. 

 

18:5 – “the Lord preserved David wherever he went” – Because there is no selfish motive involved in 

David making these advances.  David is putting his life on the line for the nation of Israel and 

God’s purposes in His nation. 

- David is protecting the future Temple from any enemies. 

 

18:8 – “David brought a large amount of bronze” – These treasures are for the Temple.  

-  “with which Solomon made” – David is passing the spoils of war onto the next generation. 

- When the servant of the Lord passes, the service of God continues. 

 

18:9 – “when Tou king of Hamath heard” – Tou will side with David and send gifts to him for 

defeating Hadadezer.  Hadadezer was a previous enemy of Tou. 

 

18:11 – “all these nations” – David is removing any threat to the nation of Israel.   

 

18:13 – “the Lord preserved David” – Repeated from v. 6. 

 

18:14 – “judgment and justice” – David is a godly ruler. 

 

18:15 – “over the army” – He was the Commander-in-chief. 

-  “recorder” – He was like the Secretary-of-state. 

 

18:16 – “scribe” – He was a Secretary for the king. 

 

18:17 – “the Cherethites and the Pelethites” – These are David’s special forces. 

-  “David’s sons were chief ministers” – They served alongside their father. 
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Chapter 19: 

19:2 – “his father showed kindness to me” – The kindness of Nahash isn’t recorded in the Bible.  It 

may have been the Ammonites that housed David when he fled from Absalom. 

- Nahash was an enemy of Saul.  (1 Sam. 11:1)  Saul’s antagonism against David may have 

led to Nahash’s kindness to David. 

-  “David’s servants came to Hanun” – David’s men are fierce warriors, mighty men humbling 

themselves before Hanun for the sake of David and his will. 

-  “to comfort him” – David wasn’t only a military general; he was also a man of emotion. 

 

19:3 – “Do you think that David really honors your father” – The counselors of Hanun slander David 

and totally misrepresent the intentions of David.  David is doing this with pure motives. 

- These counselors don’t know David personally and yet they claim to know what is 

motivating him internally. 

-  “to spy out this land” – The rule of thumb ought to be, when unsure of a person’s motives, 

assume the best and give grace.  Hanun doesn’t do that and it will cost his nation over 47,000 

soldiers.   

 

19:4 – “shaved them” – 2 Sam. 10:4 says they shaved half their beards. 

- Over 50,000 people will die out of this one scene. 

 

19:5 – “he sent to meet them” – David personally meets with these humiliated men. 

 

19:6 – “made themselves repulsive to David” – Rather than humbling themselves and apologizing, 

they would rather fight. 

 

19:8 – “when David heard of it” – David will fight for the wrong done to his servants. 

 

19:10 – “against him before and behind” – They have to fight on both fronts, while standing in the 

middle. 

 

19:12 – “help me…help you” – This is a terrific demonstration of unity in battle. 

-  “then I will help you” – It matters little if Abishai and Joab each win their individual part of the 

battle if all of Israel doesn’t win the war. 

 

19:13 – “let us be strong…may the Lord do what is good” – They will give all they have to win this 

battle and remain in a position of trusting the Lord throughout.  They put their lives on the line 

and put their lives in the hand of God at the same time. 

- God doesn’t expect us to do more than we can do, but neither does he expect us to do less 

than we should do. 

- Do your best and commit the rest. 

 

19:14 – “the Syrians…fled” – The Syrians are hired men and run when the battle turns against them. 

 

19:15 – “the city” – Rabbah; captured in 20:1-3. 

- Rabbah is the modern city of Amman, Jordan. 

-  “Joab went to Jerusalem” – The season for war was ending and Ammon was securely entrenched 

in the city of Rabbah.  So Joab put a siege outside the city and waited until the spring to fight 

again. 

 



 17 

19:16 – “Hadadezer’s army” – David previously defeated Hadadezer (1 Chron. 18), so now he wants 

to get back at David. 

 

19:19 – “became his servants” – The Syrians would then pay tribute to Israel. 

- These are the greatest victories in David’s life.  He is winning every battle he goes into. 

 

Chapter 20: 

20:1 – “David stayed at Jerusalem” – This is where Bathsheba comes into the picture.  David had no 

business being at Jerusalem.  He should have been in the battle with his men. 

- This battle is being fought in defense of men humiliated by the Ammonites. 

- David is likely over 50 years old at this time. 

- David has tried to find a comfort zone.  His desire for ease precipitates his fall.  But the 

safest place for David would have been right in the middle of the battle that God wanted 

him to fight. 

 If you find yourself in the places you shouldn’t be, correct it immediately.  Do whatever 

you have to do to get to the place where you should be. 

 “When a man falls, he is like a bird with its wings clipped; he can fly again, but never as 

far and never as high” – Charles Spurgeon.  David would never be the same king, but he 

became a much greater psalmist because of the necessity of delving into the heart of God. 

 

20:2 – “David took their king’s crown” – Joab called David to Rabbah to take the city as victor with 

his men. 

-  “a talent of gold” – That is between 75-90 lbs. 

- This crown was probably attached to the throne.  And it may have been Og’s crown. 

 

20:3 – “put them to work with saws” – The language seems to indicate that David cut them in half 

with the saws. 

- Josephus indicates that David cut these men in half and then threw their bodies into the 

brick kilns to burn them.  (This is excessive…even in a time of war.) 

 

20:4 – “afterward” – This seems to happen a good while later. 

 

20:6 – “Yet again there was war” – Don’t you wish that wasn’t the case?  

-  “also was born to the giant” – These seem to be Goliath’s brothers. 

 

20:7 – “Jonathan” – He was David’s nephew. 

 

20:8 – “the giant” – There could be a spiritual/demonic aspect to these giants.  Gen. 6:2,4 says “the 

sons of God saw the daughters of men…and they took wives for themselves of all they 

chose…There were giants on the earth in those days.”  And Jude 1:6,7 says “the angels who 

did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode…as Sodom and Gomorrah…having 

given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh.”  The OT refers to the 

Zamzummins, Emims, Rephaim, and the 60 cities of the giants in Bashan. 

- These men could take on the giants simply because the man they followed was a giant 

killer.  And many of these giant killers weren’t even alive when David killed Goliath; they 

had to go on the record of David killing Goliath. 

- The battle was ultimately against David’s God. 
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Chapter 21: 

David is likely between 60-70 years old at this time. 

 

21:1 – “Satan” – The first mention of that name in the Bible. 

- 2 Samuel 24:1 says “the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He moved David 

against them.”   

- Trials and temptations are often the very same thing (James 1:2,12).  Satan uses it to make 

us stumble and fall.  God uses it to reveal us to ourselves and build us up in faith.  And the 

one that prevails is based on our choosing. 

- All of Satan’s challenges to believers come by God’s permission. 

-  “to number Israel” – This is a mark of David’s self-sufficiency and pride. 

 

21:2 – “number Israel” – David had written “some trust in chariots…but we trust in the name of the 

Lord our God.”  (Ps. 20:7) 

- The Bible also records the errors of its prophets, including Abraham, Moses, and Elijah. 

 

21:3 – “a hundred times more than they are” – Joab is hitting on David’s motivation in this census.   

- David seems to have come to believe that his strength lies in his military might alone.  He 

has forgotten that God at one time used one little shepherd boy to fell the mighty giant, 

Goliath, and lead to the defeat of the entire Philistine army. 

 

21:4 – “Joab departed and went throughout all Israel” – This census takes 9 months and 21 days 

(2 Sam. 24:8).  This time gives David a measure of grace to repent. 

 

21:6 – “the king’s word was abominable to Joab” – Joab’s opinion of David must have been severely 

scarred when David gave him the command to kill Uriah in battle because of David’s sin with 

Bathsheba. 

 

21:7 – “God was displeased” – God takes it personally when other things are trusted in, or get the 

glory, in place of Him. 

 

21:8 – “I have sinned greatly” – David didn’t try to justify his sin, but readily confessed and repented. 

- The greatness of David is not due to his sinlessness, but due to the fact that whatever David 

did, he did before the Lord. 

- God saw David as a man of His own heart.  (1 Sam. 13:14) 

- God spoke concerning Solomon that “his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was 

the heart of his father David.”  (1 Kings 11:4) 

 

21:9 – “Gad” – He was a longtime friend of David, having been with him when he was a fugitive from 

Saul.  (1 Sam. 22:3-5) 

 

21:11 – “Choose for yourself” – God gives David the choice of his own chastening. 

- David falls on God’s grace, yet still receives the consequences from his sin. 

 

21:13 – “fall into the hand of God” – David submits to the judgment of God. 

- A mark of a truly repentant person is willingness to accept the consequences. 

 

21:14 – “seventy thousand men of Israel fell” – 2 Sam. 24:15 says that all 70,000 died in one day. 

- The death of 70,000 men would take a piece out of David’s 1.1 million man army. 
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21:15 – “relented” – The Hebrew comes from the root word meaning “to sigh.” 

 

21:17 – “Let your hand…be against me” – David offers himself self-sacrificially.  He humbly breaks 

into a very Christ-like attitude. 

- God was sovereignly judging Israel and David at the same time.  (2 Sam. 24:1) 

 

21:18 – “erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan” – God will bring a great blessing 

out of this failure of David.  The future Temple will be built on the threshing floor of Ornan.  

(2 Chron. 3) 

-  “the Jebusite” – He was one of the remaining Canaanites; a Gentile. 

 

21:20 – “Ornan…saw the angel” – They see the spiritual force behind the pestilence. 

 

21:21 – “bowed before David” – Ornan is scared. 

- Ornan bows before David, but he didn’t bow before the angel when it appeared. 

 

21:23 – “I give it all” – Ornan, upon seeing the judgment and grace of God, wants to give something 

to God and to David.  He is just glad that he didn’t get struck down. 

- David refuses to receive this offering from this new and emotionally involved believer. 

 

21:24 – “burnt offerings” – These are offerings of consecration. 

- It is God’s grace that provides a sacrifice in the midst of all our failures. 

-  “that which costs me nothing” – David is not looking for an easy way to serve God. 

- Consecration is not without cost.  Obviously, the true and greater cost was on Christ’s 

behalf, but there is a sacrifice in our lives for us to be consecrated. 

o “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice…”  (Rom. 12:1) 

 

21:25 – “six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place” – In 2 Sam. 24:24, we were told that 

David paid 50 shekels of silver for the oxen and the threshing floor.  The gold must be the 

purchase price of all the acreage of the location. 

- This is the bill of sale for the city of Jerusalem. 

-  “six hundred shekels” – That is about 15 lbs. of gold. 

 

21:26 – “fire on the altar” – This fire from heaven is a wonderful recognition of God’s acceptance. 

- The fire comes on the sacrifice, not the offending person. 

 

21:28 – “he sacrificed there” – David felt safer at Ornan’s threshing floor, where God had accepted the 

sacrifice and the angel had sheathed the sword, then at the tabernacle at Gibeon. 

- David’s greatest failing (the census of Israel) gives rise to his greatest commitment (to the 

Temple). 
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Chapter 22: 

The Temple is associated with the two greatest sins of David’s life.  The census led to the location of 

the Temple and his sin with Bathsheba led to Solomon who would build the Temple. 

 

22:1 – “This is the house of the Lord God” – David recognizes the site of Ornan’s threshing floor as 

God’s choice for the location of the Temple. 

- From here on out, David will bring everything he has accumulated to this site for the future 

building of the Temple. 

 

22:4 – “Tyre brought much cedar” – The trees were probably floated down the Mediterranean. 

 

22:5 – “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced” – Solomon’s age at the time of his accession is 

not known with certainty.  He came to the throne in 970 BC and was likely born c. 991 BC.  

That would make Solomon about 21 years old when he takes the throne. 

- David not only prepares the material for the Temple, but also Solomon to do the work of 

building the Temple. 

- David knows where, how, and of what this Temple is to be built.  He also knows the son 

who God has chosen to build this Temple…and David’s line. 

-  “famous and glorious throughout all countries” – David knew Israel was to serve as a priest-

nation to all the surrounding Gentile nations. 

 

22:9 – “Solomon” – (From the Hebrew root word “shalom”) means “peaceable.” 

 

22:11 – “the Lord be with you; and may you prosper” – God’s being with us comes before our 

prospering. 

 

22:12 – “the Lord give you wisdom…that you may keep the law” – David prayed for Solomon’s 

wisdom and understanding to be directed toward obeying God’s word.   

- “The heart always makes a convert of the mind” – Joe Focht. 

- Later in life, Solomon will ask God for “an understanding heart.”  (1 Kings 3:9) 

 

22:13 – “take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments” – The primary responsibility for us to fulfill 

any of the callings and ministries that God has placed on our hearts. 

 

22:14 – “much trouble to prepare for the house of the Lord” – This was the spoil from David’s battles. 

- David does not concern himself with being in charge; he is content to prepare for the next 

generation and to see the word and will of God moving forward. 

-  “gold…silver” – That is 3,750 tons of gold and 37,500 tons of silver. 

- There is no indication that David gets a little plaque on the end of a pew or in the hallway.  

David doesn’t need that recognition. 

 

22:16 – “begin working” – All of the greatest works for God include an aspect of simple, hard work. 

 

22:18 – “Is not the Lord your God with you?” – David knew the victories weren’t his, but God’s. 

 

22:19 – “seek the Lord…build the sanctuary” – Seeking God comes before serving Him.  Our building 

only ever comes out of that personal communion with God. 
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Chapter 23: 

23:1 – “when David was old” – David uses his last bits of human energy to prepare the next generation 

to carry on in its service to the Lord.  David wasn’t looking to retire or quit serving the Lord. 

- David “had served his own generation by the will of God.”  (Acts 13:36) 

- The Scriptures hold the elderly and more experienced in high esteem. 

-  “made his son Solomon king” – Solomon will be established with all the resources of worship in 

place.  David is putting the important things in order. 

 

23:2 – “the leaders of Israel” – David is setting up the government of Israel. 

 

23:3 – “thirty-eight thousand” – David sets the order of the Levites, parsing the 38,000 into different 

areas of responsibility. 

 

23:6 – “Gershon, Kohath, and Merari” – These are the three main divisions of the family of Levi.  

(Num. 3-4) 

 

23:24 – “the work for the service of the house of the Lord” – Ministry is the major responsibility of 

God’s servants in God’s house.  It is one thing to fill an office, but quite something else to use 

that office to serve the Lord and His people.  (23:24,26,28,32; 25:1,6,8,30; 28:13,14,20,21; 

29:5,7; 2 Chron. 31:16,17) 

-  “from the age of twenty years and above” – David changes the starting age for priestly ministry 

from 30 (Num. 4:3) to 20 years old. 

- With the expansion of the nation of Israel under David’s reign, there is a need for more 

Levites. 

 

23:26 – “no longer carry the tabernacle” – The Temple keeps all the articles and implements of the 

tabernacle worship at one place, thereby reducing the risk of mishandling the holy articles by 

young and inexperienced Levites. 

 

23:28 – “their duty was to help” – A good definition of ministry. 

 

23:32 – “the work of the house of God” – Ministry is work.   

- Do we take our ministries are seriously as our employments? 

 

Chapter 24: 

24:1 – “the divisions” – There needs to be God-led  administration to establish order for public 

worship, for God is not a God of disorder.  (1 Cor. 14:40) 

-  “the sons of Aaron” – These are the priests.  The Levites were to serve the priests. 

 

24:2 – “Nadab and Abihu died” – The account of their death is given in Lev. 10. 

 

24:5 – “divided by lot” – There will be 24 courses. 

- The 24 elders of the book of Revelation are the realities of which David’s representatives 

are the types and shadows. 

-  “by lot” – “The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the Lord.”  (Prov. 16:33) 

 

24:10 – “Abijah” – Zechariah was of the division of Abijah.  (Luke 1:5)  David unknowingly set this 

up in such a way that would place Zechariah in the Temple on the day the angel would come to 

announce the birth of John the Baptist. 
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24:19 – “according to their ordinance” – Nobody gets to pick their own place in ministry. 

 

24:31 – “priests” – They were responsible for the spiritual matters of the Temple and worship. 

-  “Levites” – Like the deacons of the NT, they were responsible for the physical labor involved in 

the Temple and worship. 

-  “chief fathers did just as their younger brethren” – The young and the old served together. 

- Nobody, not even the elders, received preferential treatment. 

 

Chapter 25: 

25:1 – “prophesy” – Lit. “to speak forth.” The root of the Hebrew word “naba” means “to bubble, to 

boil up.” 

-  “prophesy with harps” – There is a prophetic aspect to corporate worship. 

- Every movement in the Church has been accompanied with new music. 

- Worship music in the NT church gives place for corporate prayer.  (Acts 2:42) 

 

25:2 – “to the order of the king” – They weren’t independent, but were accountable to the king. 

 

25:3 – “prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the Lord” – Both the horizontal and the 

vertical are involved.  Prophesying is directed to the people; praising is directed to the Lord. 

 

25:5 – “the king’s seer” – The musicians were attentive and looking into the realities of God.  

-  “God gave” – Our children are on loan.  They are God’s gifts to us, but they are still God’s. 

 

25:6 – “under the direction of their father” – The father gets the privilege of singing and praising God 

with his sons and daughters. 

- Scientists claim to have found a music gene that is linked to pitch.  They believe that an 

ability to do music might be genetically inherited.  

-  “under the authority of the king” – These musicians were not free to do whatever they desired, 

but had to lead within the orders given to them. 

- Musicians can tend to be rebellious within the Church as well. 

- God has established an order, not a democracy. 

 

25:7 – “instructed” – That means they would have to be teachable.  

-  “all who were skillful” – Ability was a factor involved in choosing the musicians. 

- It is okay to practice to get better…at any ministry. 

- Being skilled and having a heart for worship is a great combination. 

 

25:31 – “the twenty-fourth” – There were 24 divisions of musicians (as there were 24 divisions of 

priests).   
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Chapter 26: 

26:1 – “gatekeepers” – There is an order to all of this.  God has their service in order.  (1 Cor. 14:40) 

- These men had the responsibility of letting the people of God into the sanctuary of God. 

 

26:6 – “men of great ability” – These were the doorkeepers and attendants.  They were also called 

“able men” (v. 7, 9) and “able men with strength” (v. 8). 

- God is not desperate for help and willing to just throw anybody into this work.  He will 

wait until those who are able are raised up to do the work. 

- The first deacons of the Church were to be “men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit 

and wisdom.”  (Acts 6:3) 

- “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of 

wickedness.”  (Ps. 84:10) 

 

26:12 – “duties just like their brethren” – They carried stuff and were available to move things for the 

priests and the people. 

 

26:14 – “eastward” – God’s sovereignty even covers which gate these people served at. 

 

26:20 – “over the treasuries” – They were to ensure financial responsibility. 

 

26:27 – “of the spoils won in battles” – David dedicated over 40,000 tons of gold and silver.  They had 

to handle great amounts of wealth with integrity. 

 

26:29 – “outside Jerusalem” – They handled the civil duties for Jerusalem. 

- Ministry must be done well inside and outside of the Temple. 

 

26:30 – “able men” – (“men of valor” KJV) This is an important characteristic for civil authorities. 

 

26:31 – “the fortieth year of the reign of David” – This is in the last year of David’s reign and life. 

- Servants of God never retire. 

-  “Jazer of Gilead” – This is on the other side of the Jordan River. 

- Some areas of ministry require more administration than others…Outreach! 

 

Chapter 27: 

27:1 – “each division having twenty-four thousand” – There were 12 divisions of 24,000 that each 

served one month out of the year. 

 

27:16 – “the officer” – These individuals served in a role similar to a governor. 

 

27:21 – “Jaasiel the son of Abner” – Abner had caused trouble for David by supporting with his 

military the reign of Ishbosheth that opposed the reign of David.  Abner eventually turned to 

David’s side and was quickly killed by Joab.  (2 Sam. 3:30)  But David doesn’t hold the sins of 

the father against his children.  (Ezek. 18) 

 

27:24 – “he did not finish” – Here area few more details on the failed census of 1 Chron. 21. 

 

27:25 – “the king’s treasuries” – David was an extremely wealthy person, but it never came on the 

backs of the people of God.  David was a warrior, lived in poverty much of his life, and won 

most of what he had in battle. 
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27:26 – “tilling the ground” – God knows David’s farmers. 

- If God takes note of those serving over the fields and livestock, what else is noted? 

 

27:32 – “a counselor” – He was a political and military advisor. 

- David is surrounded by good people, and some had been with David since he was fleeing, 

poor, and lacking in numbers. 

 

27:33 – “Ahithophel” – He would grow bitter against David and kill himself out of the frustration of a 

failed attempt to kill David. 

 

Chapter 28: 

Ch. 28 – The public coronation and appointment of Solomon as king of Israel.  This is David’s final 

public address to the nation. 

- David is 70 years old at this time and in the last months of his life. 

 

28:1 – “all the leaders of Israel” – Many of these men came to David years ago at the cave of Adullam.  

They came to him distressed, in debt, and discontented (1 Sam. 22:1-2) and now they are ruling 

over a nation.   

 

28:2 – “the footstool of our God” – The greatness of the Temple was not in the structure of the 

building, but that it served as a meeting place of God and His people.  The Temple, worth 

millions of dollars and taking thousands of man-hours to build, was still only a footstool of 

God. 

 

28:4 – “the Lord God of Israel chose me” – David will repeat the idea of the Lord’s sovereignty in 

choosing him and Solomon to be king of Israel throughout this address. 

-  “He was pleased with me” – David was confident in God’s fondness of him.  (John 16:27) 

 

28:6 – “your son Solomon who shall build” – David has the peace at the end of his life that his 

successor is God’s chosen man to carry on the work. 

 

28:7 – “steadfast” – There is a strength to this word.  (Acts 2:42) 

 

28:8 – “seek out all the commandments” – This isn’t passive.  God has given us His word, but it is up 

to us to actively seek it out so it comes to us. 

- The primary responsibility in fulfilling any calling is walking in fellowship with Jesus and 

in obedience to the word. 

-  “leave it as an inheritance” – God reveals His concern for the next generation. 
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28:9 – “my son Solomon” – David turns directly to Solomon; father and son, face-to-face. 

-  “know the God of your father” – David wants Solomon to know his God. 

-  “know…serve…seek” – The prosperity of the nation hinges on these things. 

-  “loyal” – Also can be translated “undivided.” 

-  “the Lord searches all hearts” – This is where God is looking. 

- “The heart of the problem is the problem of the heart” – Warren Wiersbe. 

- “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”  (Prov. 4:23) 

- It was God’s estimation of David that David served God with a perfect heart.  Solomon will 

turn to other gods.  (Eccl. 12:13) 

-  “If you seek Him” – “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”  (James 4:8) 

 

28:10 – “the Lord has chosen you” – David is sure of Solomon’s calling. 

-  “build a house for a sanctuary” – The Temple will be the mark of Solomon’s legacy. 

-  “be strong, and do it” – A necessary step in fulfilling our calling.  When you know that God has 

called you to something, be strong and do it. 

 

28:14 – “He gave gold by weight” – God even told him the weight of these things. 

- Of all the things David left to Solomon, none was closer to his heart.  If all we leave our 

kids is something a lawyer can settle, then we haven’t really left them anything at all. 

 

28:19 – “the Lord made me understand” – God gave David all the plans for the Temple and its 

worship by the Spirit (vv. 11-12). 

 

28:20 – “do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God will be with you” – Fear is overcome by the 

awareness of the presence of God with us. 

- All fear is based on a sense of loss.  The presence of God overcomes all sense of loss. 

- “The fear of man brings a snare.”  (Prov. 29:25) 

 

Chapter 29: 

29:1 – “tender” – David has been hardened by battle and by the many years. 

 

29:3 – “my own special treasure” – David is giving out of his own resources. 

- Leaders should be the greatest givers in the work God has called them to. 

 

29:4 – “three thousand talents of gold” – 110 tons of gold. 

-  “of Ophir” – That was especially pure gold. 

-  “seven thousand talents of refined silver” – 260 tons of silver. 

-  “to overlay the walls of the houses” – This gold will cover the inside of the Temple. 

 

29:7 – The leaders give a total of 46,610 tons of precious metals to the Temple work. 

 

29:9 – “the people rejoiced” – The example of the leaders’ self-sacrificial giving is reason to rejoice. 

- David never taxed the people for the building of the Temple. 

-  “they had offered willingly” – The people are not being manipulated into giving to this massive 

building project. 

-  “David also rejoiced greatly” – He seems to be rejoicing at the like-heartedness of the people 

more than the offering itself. 
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29:10 – “our Father” – This is the first time in the Bible that God is addressed directly as a Father over 

His people. 

 

29:11 – “the power and the glory” – This is very similar to Rev. 5:12-13. 

 

29:14 – “who am I” – David is amazed that God would receive anything from him. 

 

29:15 – “aliens and pilgrims” – Our giving gives evidence as to where our home is in our own minds.  

We are to “store up treasure in heaven.”  (Matt. 6:20) 

-  “Our days on earth are as a shadow” – Life is a vapor.  (James 4:14) 

- As David looks back over his life, it must have all seemed to have gone by so quickly. 

-  “without hope” – Lit. “no expectation.”  (KJV “no abiding.”)  There is no escaping the final 

battle of death. 

 

29:16 – “from your hand” – We only ever give to God what He has first given to us. 

 

29:17 – “with joy I have seen your people” – They are privileged to see an entire nation blessing and 

giving to God. 

 

29:22 – “they ate” – They are partaking of the sacrifices offered in v. 21.  (Lev. 1) 

-  “the second time” – This is Solomon’s public coronation.  He had already been given the throne 

in a private ceremony in 1 Kings 1. 

 

29:23 – “Solomon sat on the throne” – David yielded the throne to Solomon while alive. 

- All that David cared about was that the Temple got built. 

 

29:28 – “he died…full of days” – The measure of our lives is not found in how many days we have 

lived, but how full the days were in the days we have lived. 

- This is a good way to go.  How are you going to go? 

- “Teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  (Ps. 90:12) 

- Unbelievers live their entire lives in the bondage of the fear of death.  (Heb. 2:15) 

 


