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Leading one another into growing relationships with Jesus Christ 
by the power of the Holy Spirit all for the glory of God.
- Vision Statement

Reaching upward to God, Growing inward with God, 
Serving outward for God.
- Mission Statement

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 am Contemporary | 11:00 am Traditional  | 9:45 am Sunday School
Childcare Available | Worship Videos At: HickoryChurch.com & facebook.com/hickorychurch

Pastor’s April 2022 Note:    When God spoke our world into existence, He intentionally covered 70% of the
surface of the earth with water. Though there are many life forms that can live with very little water, nothing
living on earth exists without water. Simply stated, without water there can be no life. Interestingly, our
human bodies are 70% water. It is our body's most important nutrient.   
  
           Water helps our bodies maintain body temperature, metabolize body fat, aid in digestion, lubricate
and cushion organs, transport nutrients, and flushes toxins from our bodies. Without water as a routine
part of our oral intake, we would perish in as little as three days. Without water there can be no human life.
Similarly, without the life of God’s Spirit continually flowing in and through us, our spiritual lives as Christians
can become spiritually parched.

           Before Jesus was falsely arrested, on the night that Jesus and His disciples were walking to the garden
of Gethsemane, Jesus taught them about the importance of remaining connected to Him. He said, "I am the
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing.” (John 15:5) Jesus knew our wayward propensity to lose our connection to the One who is the
only source of Living Water and can rehydrate your parched soul. I have found that when the well of the
soul is dry, it is in desperate need of being reconnected to the firehose of God, Himself, who will more than
refill you with His Spirit. But how can you and I combat our tendency to fall prey to spiritual dehydration? 

           Some people lay the blame of their spiritual dryness on their busyness, on other people, or on the
circumstances of life. I understand that some people truly need “a break”, or “help” or “a change of
responsibilities.” But more often than not, we say to ourselves, that once the busy season is over or
circumstances change, we will have more time with God. This my friends is a well laid trap. 

           Satan is very good at making us believe that “our role or ministry is indispensable”, or “no one else can
do a job as well as we can”, or “our work must always be done perfectly” or “there will be time for God later.”
The longer you delay in genuinely reconnecting to God, the greater the probability that you won’t. Please,
don’t wait. Reconnect. Take action now. God’s help-desk is open 24/7. He is waiting for you. And in those
extreme cases of spiritual dehydration, godly counsel from Christian men and women you trust, must be
sought. 

           Be prepared though. These individuals are few and far between. But if you ask God, He will place
them in your path to assist you. Keep in mind that you are not asking them to hold your hand. You are
asking them to prune your branches. They will be honest with you, will pray continually with and for you,
and will address any sin that is hindering your walk with Jesus. Painful? Can be. Why? When we ask God to
return us to His service, He will prune our branches so that we will eventually produce a bountiful harvest of
fruit for His glory. 

           Leaning on God it is not a sign of weakness, but a sign of strength. Jesus said, “Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” (John 7:38) Reconnect. Refill
and be restored to the One who promises each of us life in, through and by our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ! 

                                                                                   Blessings, Dan  



Our Culture of 
Thankfulness
& Generosityand Mission Ministry Team

Managing God's Gifts To Us

Stewardship

Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                                     April 3, 2022

“Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” John 8:7
 Lent is an ideal time to be aware of our own sinfulness, not so we feel shame but so we
feel compassion. 

We are, all of us, sinners, and we can use that awareness to give the other sinners
around us a break. 

Palm Sunday                                                                                               April 10, 2022

Jesus said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer.” Luke 22:15 

Jesus, aware that his actions are leading to his arrest, is eager to run the course,
complete the race. And he wants to enjoy the company of his followers one final time.
As we run our course and complete our race, be aware that the Lord is with us each step
of the way. 

Easter                                                                                                           April 17, 2022

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed. John 20:1 

Mary came to the tomb to mourn. Instead, she discovered a reason to rejoice. Today, we
share in her long-ago rejoicing, for the Lord is present to us as well. 

Second Sunday of Easter                                                                          April 24, 2022

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” John 20:21 

Jesus offers two messages to his followers: be at peace, and get to work. As stewards,
our work is to build up the kingdom Jesus preached, the kingdom of justice, love, and
peace. 



Deacon's Corner

We will observe communion (intinction) 
on Maundy Thursday, April 14th. The service is at 7:00 pm.

 
WE WILL NOT OBSERVE COMMUNION FOR THE MONTH OF MAY

Donations of cereal and pasta for the Fort Cherry
Helping Hands program are collected Sundays when
Communion is served. Thank you for giving generously
to this program. Please place your items on the metal
rack in the foyer of the main church entrance.APRIL 3rd

KARA RUFFALO'S REPLENISHMENT BLOOD DRIVE
Thank you for participating in the March 26th blood drive. You not only helped Kara but helped to
potentially impact 96 patients! We had 35 individuals register, 2 were unable to give  29 units of blood
were drawn with 4 double red cell donations for a total of 33 units. The Deacons want to thank Kathy
Yonker for coordinating this blood drive and providing lunch for the workers. 

We plan to host another blood drive this July; more details will follow.  

2022-2023 Deacons
Lisa Alexander, Kenneth Alrutz, Tracey Fasnacht, Jackie Fawley, Janet Green, Patti Jacobs (Moderator),
Mary Jordan (Vice Moderator), Sharon Mechtel, Barb Rea (Secretary), Deb Rea (Treasurer), Denise
Rollinitis.  

The role of a Deacon in the EPC: According to Scripture, those who bear the office of Deacon should especially exhibit the
spiritual qualities of the Christian and should be steady and reliable. The first duty of the Deacon is sympathy and service,
and together the Board of Deacons carries out the ministry of compassion. As the law of love places certain duties upon each
Christian, the Deacon is especially bound to fulfill those duties and to be an example to all.     Ref: The Ordination and
Installation of Deacons Book of Government 14-1E.

Our volunteer drivers currently deliver to 8 clients for a total of 29 meals per week.  
We welcome Karen Reinard and Jane Heckman as new drivers.  If you are interested in
delivering meals, please contact Jackie Fawley at jdfawley@gmail.com.  
(Deacon committee members: Jackie Fawley and Tracey Fasnacht)

FOOD PANTRY UPDATES:  March 22, 2022 there were 55 pick ups with a total of 
117 people served. (Deacon committee members: Deb Rea and Mary Jordan)



It happened… the first graduation ceremony of computer, sewing, and carpentry
students at the Trade School of the LaCroix New Testament Mission!

Pastor Pierre preaches two Gospels. A spiritual Gospel, get people saved into the Kingdom, and a Social
Gospel, which is to teach people how to fish to better their lives. That is how the trade school came to be.

                                                                              In 2018, prayers were answered. Obeying the lead of the Holy
                                                                              Spirit, Dan and Madel Beck (supported by the
                                                                              Cross Point Church of Whitesboro, NY) came to the Mission and
                                                                              established the Trade School.

                                                                              The Mission thanks the many churches, including the Hickory
                                                                              United EPC, for their prayers and financial support that helped
                                                                              establish the Trade school in LaCroix.

                                                                              The training program should be carried out over two years or
more. But the difficult situation that the country faced with dangerous conditions such as strikes, lockouts,
kidnappings, blocked roads, and street demonstrations have prevented us from properly completing all the
objectives set by the Haitian state. Therefore, driven by the desire 
to train competent professionals for the labor market, the 
administration has taken the initiative to extend the program for 
one year to January 2022.

After evaluation, they were able to see that all the students had 
validly met all the requirements of the program proposed by the
National Institute of Vocational Training (INFP), the state control 
body. In addition, the teachers provided impeccable work. 

We pray that the Lord will continue to provide for the continuation
 of the Trade school, which is going to help change the standard 
of living of the people in LaCroix and its vicinity.

Glory be to God that through prayer and financial support, this 
vocational training project for young people who are seeking 
well-being in society is a success. Praise HIM!

COMPUTER CLASS

CABINETMAKING CLASS

SEWING CLASS

Have a Heart
for Haiti  LaCroix New Testament

Mission Trade School

YOU
Thank

F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  M I S S I O N



Have a Heart
for Haiti Testimonies of Sponsored

Children thru Friends of Haiti

My name is Djimerlie AUGUSTIN. I’m so glad to talk to you a little bit about myself. I’m 17 years old in
10th grade. I was supposed to be in 12th grade; what happened is that I was born in the Dominican
Republic. When my parents came down with me to Haiti, I could not 
speak creole. I should have gone to 3rd grade, but due to language issues, 
I was kept in 1st grade. I’m doing well at school. I usually get good grades. 
Spanish is my favorite subject, the fact that I was born in DR allows me 
to speak Spanish fluently. I'm yearning to become a nurse after high
school; I would also like to be a secretary. I’m an orphan from both
parents. They passed away after I came back from DR. Since then, I’ve
lived with my grandmother and aunt. However, Life seems to be not
easy for me; as you know, true love and care can only be provided by
mom and dad. Despite all, I stick to God and my studies, and I believe
better days are coming ahead.

I am Kentiana CHARLES. I am 16 years old, I was born in Joanisse,
LaCroix, and I grew up there. I want to give a testimony about my
experiences at NTM school. I came to school in 1st grade and am
currently in 6th grade. I was supposed to be in 11th grade.
Unfortunately, my grandmother could not afford to send me to school
on time, and also the death of my parents made a negative impact on
my life. The school has a special program to train the children on
Fridays at the school chapel, where they sing, pray, teach and share
some bible verses. Due to this program, I learn many social and
spiritual things. I didn’t know how to pray to God, I only knew that
there is a God, but with the grace of this program, I now know how to
pray and sing. I grew up in my spiritual life until I was able to lead a
worship service at church. I thank God for everything.  I am very

very grateful to Pastor Evens and his team for letting me discover my spiritual gift. Psalm 35. 1:
"Contend, Lord, with those who contend with me; fight against those who fight against me (NIV). This
is one of the bible verses that I learned in the program today. I am an orphan of my both relatives
(Father & Mother). I live with my grandma Magremene Francois and my brother Kensley Charles. At
home, we used to pray every night before going to bed, and I like to read Psalms 1, 9, and 103. I
thank all the sponsors of NTM, especially my sponsor Elizabeth (Betsy) Jones. Stay safe and healthy.
God bless you all!!



KIDS/YOUTH COORDINATOR, Dan Bender
Dan.Bender@HickoryUnitedEPC.org | Text: 262-287-1583 |

Sunday School (K-12th) 9:45 - 10:45 am

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION GO TO OUR NEW WEBSITE 
https://www.hickorychurch.com/youth

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APP
 https://www.hickorychurch.com/ 

May 1-22 
Backpack Blessing Drive



ADULT 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

9:45 - 10:45 am
More Information at
HickoryChurch.com  

 
All are welcome at any

time during these
studies. 

Topic: A study of the gospel of John called "Be Alive: Get To Know
The Living Savior" by Warren Wiersbe. The focus is the life of Jesus

Christ. This study will last approximately twelve weeks.

Location: Fellowship Hall
Teacher: Patty Hamilton  

Topic: A study of the Book of Hebrews called "Be Confident" based
on Warren Wiersbe's Be Confident Bible Commentary.

Location: Parlor
Teacher: Ron Stewart 



Krepps Covered Bridge Festival
 

Saturday, September 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 18, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Would you like to be part of the fun?

For the sixteenth year, the Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church will sponsor the Washington
and Greene Counties Covered Bridge Festival at the Krepps Covered Bridge. The Krepps Covered Bridge
is a working bridge in a beautiful rural setting near the farming community of Hickory, PA. The Festival
is a family-friendly venue with a country fair flavor. 

This Festival is part of the Washington-Greene County Covered Bridge Festival weekend. This Festival
includes ten bridges, two in Greene County and eight in Washington County. Depending on weather
and other factors, we have attracted 1200 – 3000 guests for the weekend at our location. This year, we
encourage artisans who can demonstrate their craft to apply, but as always, quality vendors and
crafters are welcome.
 
We feature different entertainers on the stage throughout each day, delicious homemade food from
our church kitchens, an antique tractor show, antique/classic car and truck show, children’s activities,
and, of course, fantastic vendors and crafts. Specific events are subject to change. In addition, we have
a Church Service on Sunday morning. 

We would like to count you and your artistic endeavors as a key part of the 2022 Krepps Covered Bridge
Festival. We seek quality crafters and home product and personal care vendors and want to provide a
great experience for you and our guests. We have 18 spaces under the Festival tent and another 25+
spaces in Vendor Alley with vendor-supplied tents. Spaces under the Festival tent are 8’ x 13’; Vendor
Alley spaces are 12’ x 16’. Space under the Festival tent tends to sell out early. Therefore, spaces are
assigned first come, first served.

Enclosed is an application for you to fill out and send back to let us know you would like to participate
in the 2022 Festival. Reserve a space under our tent or your own by May 1, 2022, for $40 for the
two days; between May 2 and July 1, the registration is $50; after July 1, registration is $60. The
first-time vendor fee is $40. We will be looking for you – please let us know you are coming! If you are
a first-time vendor, please provide pictures of your product.

Return the completed form with your check or money order made out to Hickory United EPC to:
Suzanne Stewart, 2038 Stillwater Lane, McDonald, PA 15057

Calling all Vendors and Crafters

Hope to hear from you soon, 

Suzanne Stewart
Chair, Vendor Committee, 
Krepps Covered Bridge Festival
quiltsuz@aol.com 
724-288-5032 (cell)



2022 Washington-Greene County 
Covered Bridge Festival

 
Krepp’s Covered Bridge, Hickory, PA

Saturday, September 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 18, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

KREPPS VENDOR REGISTRATION FORM

Name and/or Name of Business: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________ E-Mail: _________________________

Type of Vendor:    Crafts     Home or Personal Care     Other
Description of Products Sold (picture of products, if possible for first time vendor): 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Spaces: _____ X $40.00 ($50 after May 1, $60 after July 1)           
Per Space = $_______ Enclosed
Have Tent ____   Need under a Festival Tent____ Will use a generator_____ 

Special Needs and/or Requests (you may request a specific location, if available):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outdoor spaces for your own tent are 12’ X 16’; Festival tent spaces are 8’ X 13’. 
Sorry No Tables Supplied and No Electricity Available for Craft Tents.
Check or money order payable to:  Hickory United EPC 
Payment due date:  By May 1 for the lowest price
Mail completed form and payment to:      Suzanne Stewart
                                                                          2038 Stillwater Lane
                                                                          McDonald, PA 15057
Call or e-mail with questions/comments to:  724-288-5032 or quiltsuz@aol.com
Sponsored by: Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church (www.HickoryChurch.com).

mailto:quiltsuz@aol.com
http://www.hickoryunitedepc.org/


CHURCH

SNIPPETS

BIRTHDAY LISTS: We will no longer publish the monthly birthdays. Instead, we have
created a list of birthdays for the entire year. Please call Paula if you would like a copy, 
724-356-4424. 

 
STAY UP-TO-DATE

With Church Events and Information
 www.HickoryChurch.com | Church App

 
WOMEN'S MINISTRY:                                         Please join us for our Ladies Spring Prayer Breakfast Saturday, May 7th at
9:00 in Covenant Center. We have speakers coming from the Washington City Mission and Avis
Arbors. Melissa F. and Chesley Engelwill lead us in music at the breakfast 

THANK YOU NOTES
On behalf of myself and my sister and brother, I would like to thank our Church for all of the Prayers,
cards, texts, and calls on the passing of our Dad, Edward Collins. He was able to be home in his own
house and in his own bed when he passed in his sleep. We could not have asked for more than that
for his final hours.   Also, to the Deacons and the Bereavement Committee, we are very thankful for
all the delicious food and for the very generous luncheon that they provided on the day of the
Funeral. It was greatly appreciated and so very kind of them to do for our family.  
 
Thank You,
Loretta and Craig Whyte
Lori and Darin Kellar
Roy Collins

Thank you to everyone for all the phone calls, cards, visits and kind words during the last few months. 
 A special thank you to the Deacons for the bereavement meal that was served for our family and
friends.

Sincerely,
Jim Price and family

MAUNDY THURSDAY - Cantata with Musical Ensemble
Thursday, April 14th @ 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary | Communion (intinction)

Gathering of Grace gives us opportunity to reflect on the life, ministry, and passion of Jesus
Christ with the assurance of scripture, the promise of prayer, and the encouragement of music
to guide us. This service will feature the musical gifts of the Hickory Church Choir as well as an
instrumental chamber ensemble that will express the hope of God's truth as we approach the
cross. Please consider joining us as we consider the most powerful gift of love ever known with
this lyrical and evocative piece.

"In this gathering of grace, may we, as one people, worship in hope and cast our dreams to the
coming dawn."   - Douglas Nolan



Worship Service | 8:30 am Contemporary & 11:00 am Traditional (S)
Sunday School All Ages | 9:45 - 10:45 am (Various Locations)  
Youth Group | 6:30-8:00 pm (CC)  

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC)  
Volleyball | 7:00 pm (CC)

Staff Meeting (Every Other Week)|10:00 am (Parlor)
Boy Scout Meeting | 7:00 pm (CC)

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC)
Praise Band Practice | 7:00 pm (S)
Cub Scouts | 7:00 pm | (CC) 

Hanbells | 6:00 pm (S)
KidVenture | 6:00 - 7:15 pm (CC) - Ending on 4/28
Choir | 7:00 pm (CL)

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC)

Yoga Class | 9:00 am (CC)     

SUNDAYS 

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

RECURRING WEEKLY MEETINGS/ CLASSES/ GATHERINGS (by Day of Week)

RECURRING MONTHLY MEETINGS/ GATHERINGS (In Alphabetical Order)
Building & Property Meeting | 7:00 pm | Every 2nd Wednesday  (P)
Christian Education Meeting | 6:30 pm | Monthly meetings are fluid, please check the online church calendar (Lib) 
Deacons Meeting | 7:00 pm | Every 4th Monday (P) 
Outreach Committee Meeting | 6:30 pm | Every 2nd Tuesday (P)
Prayer Group | 7:00 am | Every 3rd Saturday (S)
Prayer Shawl Ministry | 12:00 pm | Every 2nd Wednesday (CC)
Preschool Team Meeting | 12:30 pm | Every 1st Tuesday (FH)
Security Team Meeting | Every 1st Tuesday (P)
Session Meeting | 6:30 pm | Every 3rd Wednesday (P)
Stewardship Meeting | 6:30 pm | Every 1st Monday after 1st Wednesday (P)
Women's Cancer Survivors Group | 12:00 pm | Every 4th Wednesday (CC)   (Currently not meeting)
Women's Ministry Meeting | 6:30 - 7:30 pm | Every 1st Monday (P)  

(CC) Covenant Center   (CL) Choir Loft   (FH) Fellowship Hall   (L) Loft   (Lib) Library   (P) Parlor   (S) Sanctuary   

All Events, Dates & Times Are Subject to Change
APRIL 2022 Calendar

SPECIAL DATES FOR THIS MONTH

4/3 (Sun)      COMMUNION - Both Services
4/10 (Sun)    Palm Sunday
                       Youth Group Parent Night 6:30 (L)
4/14 (Thur)  Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 pm (S)
4/15 (Fri)      Good Friday - Staff off

4/17 (Sun) Easter - 8:30 & 11:00 am services
4/18 (Mon)  Krepps Planning Meeting 6:30 pm (P)
4/19 (Tue)   VBS Planning Meeting 6:30 pm (L)
4/22-24 (Fri-Sun)  Y.Grp. Pine Springs Retreat
4/28 (Thur)  KidVenture Family Night Finale 6:00 pm (CC)

Go to: www.hickorychurch.com.

App: "Church Event Calendar - 12-Month"
      Click "Events" on the Welcome page (middle of page).

SMALL GROUP STUDY - WEEKLY MEETINGS
Pastor Dan and Judy Clark's home, Sunday 6:30 pm
Ron and Suzanne Stewart's home, Monday 6:30 pm
JD and Kit Little, at the church, Thursday 6:00 pm



BRIGHAM YOUNG

CONNECTING TO 
HICKORY UNITED EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Pastoral & Ministry
Pastor Dan Clark | dan.clark@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Lay Pastor, Lou Templeton | (724) 356-7835
Director of Music Ministry, Tim VanNasdale | tim.vannasdale@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Kids & Youth Coordinator, Dan Bender | dan.bender@HickoryUnitedEPC.org

Administrative / Support
Office Manager, Paula Steele | paula.steele@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Communications Coordinator, Lisa Alexander | lisa.alexander@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Treasurer, Linda Carter | linda.carter@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Assistant Treasurer, Melissa Fluharty | melissa.fluharty@HickoryUnitedEPC.org
Audio Visual Technician, David Sykut | david.sykut@HickoryUnitedEPC.org

Facilities 
Sexton, Mark May| (724) 356-4424
Facilities Assistant Housekeeper, Will Smith | (724) 356-4424

Hickory Christian Preschool
School Director, Maria Moore | hickorypreschool@HickoryUnitedEPC.org | (724) 356-7337

Prayer Tree
PHONE REQUESTS, Sharon Mechtel | (412) 496-9147
EMAIL REQUESTS, Sharon Merckle| sharon.merckle@yahoo.com

Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church
210 Main Street, Hickory, PA.  15340

MAILING ADDRESS

OFFICE NUMBERS & EMAIL
Main Office:  (724) 356-4424  | Office Fax: (724) 356-2300  |office@HickoryUnitedEPC.org

NEW MOBILE APP
Open your phone's App Store (Google Play or iTunes App Store). In the search bar, key in Hickory UEP Church.
Download our app, then open and create a sign-in with a password of your choice that you will use for future 
sign-ins. 

WEBSITE / FACEBOOK 
NEW!  www.HickoryChurch.com | www.facebook.com/hickorychurch 

(Services live streamed on Facebook / Service Recordings on the website)


