
WELCOME TO

VBS REIMAGINED



 

 

 
We are super excited to share VBS Reimagined with you!  Our theme is ANCHORED and we’ll be 
diving into God’s word to deepen our faith and trust in him. 
 

DAILY SCHEDULE 
 
1. Deep Bible Adventures & More Video  
2. Sea Crafts 
3. Anchors Away Play 
4. Coral Reef Wrap up and Snack 

 
The Deep Bible Adventures video and the tutorials for the crafts and games are located on 
our VBS page on the HMUMC website (www.hmumc.org/vbs-reimagined).   
 
Please take some time before gathering the kids to familiarize yourself with the 
day’s craft and games.   
 

VBS SUNDAY 
 
On Sunday, July 19th, we will highlight the pictures and videos submitted during the 
week at VBS during our online worship services. at 9:15 am and 11:00 am. There will be 
a special message from Pastor Jeremy about what we learned during ANCHORED 
VBS!  
 
Please be sure to post your VBS Reimagined pictures on social media with the 
hashtag #hmumclife or send us your pictures to communications@hmumc.org or 
submit via our website: www.hmumc.org/vbs-reimagined. We look forward to 
seeing you having fun and learning more about God’s love! 
 
Join us for Worship on Sunday at 9:15 for our Modern Online Service or 11:00am for 
our Online Traditional Service via Facebook, www.hmumc.org, and on YouTube! 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY 1: 

All videos can be found on www.hmumc.org/vbs-reimagined 
 
Order of activities: 

1. Watch Deep Bible Adventures & More Video 
 

2. Sea Craft Activities: (Be sure to watch craft tutorial video in advance) 
 
Talk about Turtles: 
 
Say:  Today it’s my pleasure to introduce to you one of the most incredible and astonishing 
undersea animals!  His name will be Sheldon and he is an adult sea turtle.  I love sea turtles 
so much that, during our 2 days of VBS Reimagined, we’ll be making an adult sea turtle and 
a baby sea turtle!  Before we get started, let’s see how much we actually know about sea 
turtles. 
 
I’m going to ask a couple of questions about sea turtles.  You’ll answer by “swimming” to 
your left or to your right.  Here we go! 
 
Questions:  

1.  Do female sea turtles lay their eggs in the ocean or on the beach?  If you think they 
lay eggs on the beach swim to your right.  If in the ocean, your left. 
 

Answer:  The answer is on the beach!  But listen to this.  They lay them on the same 
beach where they were born.  The same beach!  Every time!  How cool is that?  The 
mother turtle crawls up on the beach, usually at night, and uses her back flippers to dig 
a hole where she can lay her eggs.  Then she returns to the sea.  How do you think they 
know where to go and what to do?  It’s all because of the amazing way God made them.  
God is Faithful and he faithfully leads the turtles back to the beaches where they were 
born.  God is amazing! 

 
2.  How long can green sea turtles hold their breath?  If you think green sea turtles can 

hold their breath for 5 minutes, swim to the right.  If you think they can hold their 
breath for more than an hour, swim to the left. 
 
Answer:  Now it’s time for the answer…give me a drumroll please!  And the answer 
is…some sea turtles can hold their breath for more than one hour!  In fact, green 
sea turtles can hold their breath longer than any other sea turtle.  Some can even  
 
 



 

 

stay under water more than 3 hours.  God gave sea turtles amazing abilities to 
survive.  God is Faithful! 
 

Now let’s get busy making our own sea turtles! (Help your kids complete the craft by 
following the instructions in the video) 
 
At the end of the activity, pray: 
Dear God, thank you for loving us and being faithful to us.  Thank you for all the amazing 
turtles and other cool creatures you made.  Thank you for being faithful to them, too.  We 
love you.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

3. Games - Before beginning the game, make sure to have watched the 
video tutorial so you can explain it clearly to your group. 

 
Game 1:  Storm Tag 
 
Say:  Here at ANCHORED we’re learning to anchor our hearts and hopes in the truth that 
God is Faithful.  That means our hearts hold on to that truth about God even in life’s hard 
times when we feel like we’re getting tossed around by big waves.  God’s faithfulness can 
encourage us through any storm or challenge.  Let’s see how you do during this fun 
challenge! 
 
Game 2: Wobbling Bobbling Coral 
 
Say:  This next game is called Wobbling Bobbling Coral because, like coral wobbling in wavy 
ocean water, it’s a little out of control!  It’s scary when things are out of control in real life, 
but we can anchor to God the way coral anchors to the ocean floor.  God is Faithful no 
matter what’s happening in our lives. 
 

4. Coral Reef Wrap up and Snack 
 
Say:  We can trust God to look out for us and be with us all the time.  But that doesn’t mean 
hard things won’t happen to us, remember Diver Dana?  When we say God is faithful, it 
means we can trust God when life gets hard.  Let’s try something!  We’re imagining what it’s 
like to be under the water.  But sometimes when people travel on top of the ocean, they 
get seasick.  (Share about a time you or a friend got seasick and let kids share about times 
they got motion sick.) 
 
Say:  Motion sickness happens when your ear and your eye get confused.  And your body 
gets confused, too.  You might feel a little like this!  Have kids stand up, spin around 5 
times, then sit down.  As soon as they sit down ask them how they feel. 
 



 

 

 
Doctors and scientists have found that one way to help overcome seasickness is to focus 
far away on the horizon – that’s the line where the sky meets the ground or sea.  While 
things around you are unstable, it helps to keep your eyes on something that’s true and 
unchanging.  Hmmmmm, that makes me wonder…   
 
Ask:  Think of how you felt after spinning.  When does life make you feel (repeat some of 
the words they shared, such as confused, unstable, dizzy.)  For me, it can be when…(share a 
brief story about a time life got hard or confusing or uncertain, then allow kids to share 
(about 2 minutes)) 
 
Next, hand out bubbles to each child.  Ask them to sit and blow bubbles for a few minutes.   
 
Ask:  these bubble wands are round and they make lots of beautiful round bubbles.  If your 
bubble wand was star-shaped, would the bubble be a star?  Or if it is a square?   
 
There’s a long and very sciency reason for bubbles being a sphere, or round,every time.  
The answer is pretty complicated, but the air molecules inside the bubbles squish together 
so it can stay far away from the air outside the bubble.  Because of the way God created air 
and water and soap and science, you can count on bubbles to always be round.  That’s just 
how they’re made.   
 
Faithfulness is something you can depend on.  Someone who’s faithful doesn’t change.  
You can trust that person to do what he or she says to be there for you, and to love you.  
We trust that God is Faithful…Blow a bubble…You could say that God’s love will always be a-
ROUND!!! 
 
Hand out snacks and close: 
We had a bubbly amount of fun today at ANCHORED!  I can’t wait to share what’s in store 
for you tomorrow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
DAY 2 
All videos can be found on www.hmumc.org/vbs-reimagined 
 
Order of activities: 

1. Watch Deep Bible Adventures & More Video 
 

2. Sea Craft - Be sure to watch craft tutorial video in advance. 
 
On Day 1, we learned about sea turtles and I am super impressed with what you made!  
Today we’ll make a baby sea turtle to go along with the adult. 
 
But first let’s explore turtles a little more.  Remember “swimming” left and right on Day 1 to 
choose your answer about sea turtles?  We are doing that again!  So, stand up in front of 
me and follow my directions: 
 

1.  How long does it take a baby sea turtle to hatch from its egg?  If you think it takes 
14 days, swim to your left.  If you think it takes 45 days or more to hatch, swim to 
your right.  Ready.  Set.  Go! 
 
Answer:  Drumroll!  The answer is, it takes between 45 and 70 days for a turtle egg 
to hatch.  That’s more than ½ the summer.  Baby turtles crack out of their eggs using 
a temporary tooth called a carbuncle.  There can be up to 100 eggs in one nest!  All 
the baby turtles in the nest start cracking their eggs around the same time.  But they 
wait to come out until the sand’s temperature is cool, which means they usually 
hatch at night.  Why do you think that’s a good thing?  (pause for answers)…There 
aren’t as many birds and predators around at night.  Baby sea turtles are a tasty 
treat for them.   

 
2.  In a nest of 100 eggs, do you think there are usually more male or female turtles 

born?  For males swim to your right and for females swim to your left.  Ready. Set. 
Go!   
 
Answer:  Drumroll!  It depends on the temperature of the nest.  The warmer the 
sand, the more females there are.  When the sand is cooler, more males.  That is so 
amazing!  God is incredible—he knows exactly what he’s doing all the time.  I’m so 
glad we can always depend on God because God is faithful! 

 
Now, let’s make some baby sea turtles. 



 

 

 
 
 
At the end of the activity, say: 
I love your baby turtle!  Now you can show your family and friends what you made and tell 
them the cool facts you learned about sea turtles during ANCHORED VBS.  With the 
magnet, you can put your turtle on the fridge or another metal surface.  If you are scared, 
lonely, confused, look at it and think of our Bible story today and how Jesus calmed the 
storm.  It’s a reminder that you can trust God in every situation! 
 
Pray:  Dear God, we are amazed at all the cool creatures you created, including sea turtles.  
Thank you for being faithful to your creations, especially the people you made.  Thank you 
for always loving us and being faithful to us no matter what.  We love you, God.  In Jesus’ 
name, amen. 
 

3. Games - Before beginning the game, make sure to have watched the 
video tutorial so you can explain it clearly to your group. 

 
Say:  During ANCHORED we’ve been talking about how we can anchor to or hold on tight to 
God because, God is Faithful!  God is always faithful, but sometimes we might hear 
confusing things about God that make us wonder if that’s true.  Let’s play a game where 
you’ll hear a mumbly, confusing message – almost like you’re listening underwater – and try 
to figure it out! 
 
Game 1: Underwater Message 
 
Messages are: 

• God loves you. 
• God is real. 
• God is always with you. 
• God is Faithful! 

 
Ask:  What made the messages confusing?  (allow kids to answer)   
 
Say:  The mumbles were confusing, but once you could hear the messages clearly, they 
were all truths about God.  Sometimes things can happen in our lives or things we hear 
other people say can send confusing messages about God, and we’ll need some help 
figuring out the clear truth. 
 
Ask:  What is something you’ve heard of or seen that’s made you wonder about God? (Help 
kids think of their own examples by sharing a few of your own first, like learning about 
different theories of creation in school or why bad things happen if God loves us.)   



 

 

 
 
 
 
Say:  Confusing messages about God will come our way, but when we’re anchored to God, 
he’ll help us remember what’s always true – God is real, God loves you, and God is Faithful! 
 
Game 2:  Seashell Search 
 
Remember to hide the shells before the kids get started.  Having a helper for this one 
would be great! 
 
Say:  If we went to the bottom of the ocean we might see lots of shells.   Let’s see how 
many shells we can find here in our ocean! 
(Hide and play as often as interest allows.  You’re encouraged change it up:  i.e.  hide shells 
under plastic cups or create a scavenger hunt with clues!  Be creative with your kids and 
have fun!) 
 
Play Seashell Search! 
 
After finding the shells have kids read the message.  Have your Bible handy so you can 
show them where to find it.   
 
Say:  Look up Matthew 26:17 and share that this is the beginning of the amazing story of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  God gave us Jesus to give us hope for our lives and our 
future.  This true story gives us hope through all of life’s challenges.  We can face some 
really big ones.  
 
Ask:  Can you think of a time when you had hope or needed hope through a tough 
challenge?  (share an example of your own first, like not giving up on a friend after an 
argument because of the hope that your friendship was stronger than your disagreement.)  
Give kids time to share. 
 
Say:  We face big challenges – some might be so hard that they seem hopeless.  Like the 
disciples in the boat on our video today. They had lost hope that they would survive the 
storm.   All they needed to do was trust Jesus.  There’s always hope when we anchor with 
God, because God is Faithful! 
 

4. Coral Reef Wrap up and Snack 
 
Take a walk around your neighborhood.  While you’re walking look for things in nature that 
are dependable and faithful. (Leaves fall in the autumn and come out in the spring; birds 
make nests; ants gather food; stars come out at night; the sun shines even when there are  



 

 

clouds.)  Have kids name as many examples of faithfulness that they can as you take a 
short walk and return home.   
 
 
 
Talk about it:  Sit in a circle and ask kids to choose one thing they saw on your walk and 
talk about why it’s a reminder of faithfulness.   
 
After sharing, say:  God is faithful in every way.  We can always depend on him, just like 
we can depend on the sun to shine every day; even if it’s cloudy.  This world he made and 
gave to us reflects his faithfulness in many ways.  It shows beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that he loves us and wants us to enjoy his creation. 
 
Hand out red construction paper and scissors and ask kids to cut out a heart and provide 
help if needed.  Ask them to write their name on the heart. 
 
Say:  God made each of you (say their names) with love. He knows everything about you, 
even before you were born!  He knows how many hairs are on your head, how many 
freckles you have and he knows your name.   He knows and loves everything about you.   
He provides for our every need and even sent Jesus to earth because he loves us so much. 
 
Pastor Natalee, Diver Dana and their friends showed us that when life gets scary or sad or 
lonely God will never let us down. Remember, faithfulness is being dependable, 
trustworthy, and loyal in relationships.  God is Faithful in all ways, in word and action.  He 
will never stop loving us or break his promises.  We can be faithful to him and other people 
because he perfectly shows us how!    
 
End in prayer, and then enjoy your snack!  
 
Remember to tune in on Sunday, July 19 for a special message from Pastor Jeremy 
about what we learned during ANCHORED VBS! 
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