
COMMENTARY ON DANIEL 11:1-35 

David Guzik said, “This chapter contains one of the most specifically fulfilled prophecies of the 
Bible, predicting history over some 375 years, and to the end, with amazing accuracy.” 

As we get in Chapter 11, VERSE 1 is connected to the end of Chapter 10) 

The messenger of Chapter 10 continues by saying he also helped Darius the Mede. So that 
concludes the section that deals with the Spiritual Battle. As we move on the messenger now 
talks about the Physical & Earthly battle in Chapter 11. 

2 SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 11:1-35 

SECTION #1]  VERSE 2-20 – The Trouble Between the Kings of the North & the Kings 
of the South 

SECTION #2]  VERSE 21-35 – The Trouble Between Israel & Antiochus Epiphanes 

ALSO, in the 2nd section that deals with Antiochus Epiphanes, we’ll see him as a type or 
foreshadow of the antichrist.  

VERSE 2) 

This pertains to the literal Persian Empire. Daniel’s not speaking about Fallen angels anymore 
but about literal kings. Remember that Daniel received this vision in 536BC during the reign of 
Cyrus. 

Here 4 more kings are predicted to come after him: 
#1) CAMBYSES =  He was the son of Cyrus & ruled for 37 years 
#2) SMERDIS = He pretended to be a son of Cyrus but really wasn’t. He only ruled for 7 months 
#3) DARIUS (the Great) = This is not Darius the Mede. He reigned for 36 years 

Now according to Verse 2………There will be a 4th king to come after Cyrus, one who is much 
richer than them all. This was King Xerxes, AKA Ahasuerus, the king who married Esther. 

Xerxes reigned for 20 years from 485-465. And just as Jesus said to Daniel in Verse 2, “I will tell 
you the truth,” He did. Xerxes was far wealthier & more prestigious than any of the other kings. 
And in Esther 1 Xerxes gathered the largest army ever assembled & went to Greece to conquer 



it. And though he failed & returned home, the Greeks never forgot about it. It says in Verse 2 that 
Xerxes stirred up the realm of Greece. 

VERSE 3………THE RISE OF THE GRECIAN EMPIRE) 

This of course is Alexander the Great, who came onto the scene in 336BC & died in 323BC. In 
only 13 years Alexander had not only conquered the Medo/Persian Empire, but the entire known 
world. Remember that we covered the life of Alexander back in Daniel Chapters 7 & 8. 

VERSE 4) 

When Alexander died His kingdom was divided into 4 regions, which are referred to as the 4 
winds of heaven in this verse. 

ALSO, both of Alexander’s sons were killed so he couldn’t leave his kingdom to his posterity, 
just as Verse 4 predicted would happen. So the kingdom was eventually divided to his 4 generals, 
who became 4 kings. 

Now as we continue in the text, Daniel begins to focus on 2 of these 4 kings. Only 2 of the 4 are 
focused on because these 2 kingdoms constantly fought over the Promised Land, because Israel 
sat right in between their centers of power. 

SO IN VERSES 5-20, the text will start talking about the King of the North (Seleucus), & the 
King of the South (Ptolemy). 

VERSE 5) 

This was Ptolemy the 1st of Egypt. Originally Seleucus was a prince under Ptolemy, but 
Seleucus eventually rose to power and took dominion over the region of Syria & Turkey. 
Eventually Seleucus ended up becoming more powerful than his former Egyptian ruler, Ptolemy. 

From here the dynasties of the Seleucids and the Ptolemy’s would go on to fight for 130 years. 
The stronger of the 2 always held dominion over the Holy Land. Now the most amazing thing 
about Verses 5-20 is that Daniel prophesied with perfect accuracy of these wars & conflicts the 2 
kingdoms were going to have with each other. 

SO REMEMBER, the Seleucid Dynasty is identified with the Kings of the North, and the 
Ptolemaic Dynasty are the Kings of the South. 

IN VERSE 6……WE SEE A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THESE 2 FAMILIES) 



They shall join forces, for the daughter of the king of the South shall go to the king of the 
North = This was fulfilled in the marriage between Antiochus II (of the Seleucids), and a woman 
named Berenice (the daughter of Ptolemy II). There was peace for a time because of this 
marriage, but the peace ended when Ptolemy II died. 

She shall not retain the power of her authority = Once Ptolemy II died Antiochus II put away 
Berenice and took back his former wife, Laodice. 
Neither he nor his authority shall stand = Laodice didn’t trust her husband Antiochus II, so she 
had him poisoned & killed. 

She shall be given up, with those who brought her = After she had her husband, Antiochus II 
murdered, Laodice then had Berenice & all her attendants killed. She even had her infant son 
born of Antiochus II, killed. That’s 1 bad chick you wouldn’t want to mess with! 

History tells us that after all this murder Laodice set her own son (Seleucus II) on the throne of 
the Northern Kingdom. 

IN VERSES 7-9……From the South, an army comes & defeats the kingdom of the North) 

A branch of her roots arises = This is the Brother of Berenice, Ptolemy the 3rd, & he’s ticked! 

He shall come with an army = To avenge the murder of his sister, Ptolemy III invaded Syria & 
he defeated & and humbled Selecus II, but he couldn’t kill him. 

He shall continue more years than the king of the North = This prophecy came true as 
Ptolemy III lived four more years past Selecus II. 

IN VERSE 10……The sons of the king of the North get revenge on the South) 

His sons shall stir up strife = Not just 1 son, but 2 sons of Selecus the 2nd. This was fulfilled in 
Seleucus III and Antiochus III, the two sons of Seleucus II. 

One shall certainly come and overwhelm and pass through = Both of these brothers were 
successful generals, but Seleucus III ruled only a short time and was succeeded by his brother. 

When it says, “HE PASSED THROUGH,” what land is it talking about? Israel! The Holy Land 
stood as a buffer between the kings of the South and the kings of the North. Secular History 
records that in an intense battle where lots of people died in the land of Israel, Antiochus III took 
back the Holy Land from the dominion of the Ptolemy’s. 

In VERSES 11-12…The king of the South gains the upper hand over the king of the North) 

The king of the South shall be moved with rage = Daniel says the king of the South will attack 
and meet a great multitude of soldiers from the king of the North, and yet the king of the North 
will lose the battle and his multitude will be defeated. This was fulfilled when Antiochus III was 



defeated at the battle of Raphia. And because of that loss he was forced to give back dominion of 
the Holy Land to Ptolemy IV. 

VERSES 13-16…Speaks of the king of the North and his occupation of Israel) 

The king of the North shall come at the end of some years with a great army= This prophesy 
states that the northern dynasty would answer back and defeat the king of the South in an 
extended siege. This victory will give the king of the North dominion over the Glorious Land. 

This was fulfilled when Antiochus III invaded Egypt (AGAIN), & he gained final control over 
the armies of Ptolemy V and also over the Holy Land. 
Many shall rise up against the king of the South = Many of the Jews living in the Holy Land 
at that time helped Antiochus III defeat the king of the South. This was because the Jewish 
people resented being ruled over by Egypt. The Jewish perspective was, “Egypt’s not gonna rule 
over us again. We’d rather it be someone else.” 

Violent men of YOUR PEOPLE shall exalt themselves in fulfillment of the vision = This war 
involving Daniel’s people, the Jews, happened in 203 BC. 

Look at VERSE 16 again) 

The Jewish people initially welcomed Antiochus III as a liberator from Egyptian rule. But their 
decision to support Antiochus III was a disaster because he turned on them & began to kill a 
bunch of Jews. That generation didn’t learn from all the other times when Israel made the 
mistake of trusting in other nations, instead of trusting in God. 

IN VERSE 17……The king of the South will give his daughter to the king of the North) 

The king of the North at this time, Antiochus the 3rd (who ruled over Israel), attempted to 
completely destroy Southern kingdom. He attempted this by giving the king of the South, the 
daughter of women to destroy. But his plan would not succeed. This was fulfilled when 
Antiochus III gave his daughter Cleopatra to Ptolemy V of Egypt. He did this hoping to gain 
permanent influence and eventually control in Egypt. But his plan didn’t succeed because 
Cleopatra couldn’t stay faithful to her Egyptian husband. 

NOW… 
This was not the famous Cleopatra from ancient history, but she was the ancestor of the more 
famous Cleopatra. The famous Cleopatra of history lived about 100 years later. 

VERSE 18) 

So after the disappointing effort through his daughter, the king of the North will turn his efforts 
towards the coastlands, but it says he shall stumble and fall and not be found. 



This was fulfilled when Antiochus III turned his attention towards the areas of Asia Minor and 
Greece. He went to war with them with the help of a man named Hannibal, who is a famous & 
well-known General from Carthage. But a famous Roman General named Lucius Cornelius 
Scipio defeated Antiochus III in Greece. 

Antiochus planned to humiliate Greece, but was himself humiliated instead. He returned to his 
former region having lost all the wealth he had previously gained. 

VERSE 19……Speaks of the death of Antiochus the 3rd) 

After his defeat in Greece Antiochus III needed money really badly, so he tried pillaging a Pagan 
Babylonian temple, but he was attacked & killed by the local citizens. 

VERSE 20……Tells of the brief reign of the Succeeding king of the North) 

This was fulfilled in the brief reign of Seleucus III, the eldest son of Antiochus III. He tried 
getting money by raising taxes (including in the glorious kingdom, Israel). History tells us that 
his plan to rob the Jerusalem temple was set aside when his ambassador had an angelic vision 
that warned him not to attack Jerusalem. 

Within a few days he shall be destroyed = Seleucus III was assassinated, most likely by his 
own brother, Antiochus IV……….CATCH THIS…AKA known as Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
we talked about in Chapter 8 as being a foreshadow of the Antichrist. 

SECTION #2] VERSE 21-35 – The Trouble Between Israel & Antiochus Epiphanes 

VERSE 21) 

IN HIS PLACE = Is speaking of the king that Antiochus succeeded, who was Selucus 4th, who 
died in 176BC. So in the year 176BC the text says A VILE PERSON took his place. This is 
Selucus the 4th’s brother, Antiochus Ephiphanes.  

He called himself THEOS EPIPHANES, which means “God is Manifest” 

NOW…… 
The passing of the throne was originally going to be handed to Selucus’s son, Demetrius, but he 
was being held hostage in Rome. So Antiochus basically weaseled his way to the throne. 

THEY WILL NOT GIVE HIM THE HONOR OF ROYALTY = Because everyone knew that 
Demetrius was the real king. 



HE SHALL COME IN PEACEABLY, & SEIZE THE KINGDOM BY INTRIGUE = 
Antiochus came in by bribing all the dignitaries of the provinces, promising them many benefits, 
and he politically talked everyone into giving him the throne. He gained the throne by 
INTRIGUE, or in other words, by flattery & deception. 

VERSE 22) 

The people mentioned as being SWEPT AWAY BEFORE HIM = This is speaking of the 
Ptolemaic kingdom (the Kingdom of the South in Africa) 

Antiochus was able to defeat them……AND ALSO, THE PRINCE OF THE COVENANT =  
The covenant speaks of God’s covenant. The prince of the covenant then would obviously be a 
Jewish person. 

HISTORY TELLS US… 
As Antiochus was passing through Jerusalem one time, Onias the 3rd was the High Priest in 
Israel. And Antiochus had him killed, and then some of the Jews left Judaism to join his empire. 
VERSE 23) 

LEAGUE = means “to have fellowship with”…“to be allied to”   Because Antiochus was such a 
smooth talker, he caused other nations to be allies with him. 

HE SHALL BECOME STRONG WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE = Antiochus 
didn’t have a very large army, but it was a powerful army because he had acquired a lot of 
elephants and horses from these allies. He was hard to battle against even though the number of 
his troops weren’t that great, his elephants and large cavalry made his army very dominant. 

VERSE 24) 

This speaks about how Antiochus went into the richest areas of the provinces and would 
confiscate the rich peoples wealth. He then began redistributing the wealth from the rich to the 
poor. He implemented what we would call today a Socialistic Government. 

VERSE 25) 

This would be Ptolemy the 6th. Antiochus waged war against him and pushed Ptolemy all the 
way back into Egypt, then defeated him near the Nile River. 

VERSE 26) 



And this is exactly what happened to Ptolemy the 6th. People from his own kingdom rebelled 
against him and helped Antiochus Epiphanes defeat him. 

VERSE 27) 

BOTH THESE KINGS = After Antiochus defeated Ptolemy they sat down together at the same 
table and broke bread together. They discussed how there could finally be a way to end all of this 
fighting once & for all. But they were both lying to each other! As it says in Verse 27, IT 
SHALL NOT PROSPER = In 170BC the negotiations failed & the talk of peace was over 

VERSE 28) 

As Antiochus left Egypt & was on his way back home to Syria he had to pass through the Land 
of the Covenant (Israel), along the way. Then killed thousands of Jews. History doesn’t tell us 
why other than Verse 28 says his heart was moved against them. 

AND RIGHT HERE WE BEGIN TO SEE AN INTERESTING PICTURE BEGIN TO 
DEVELOP, because Antiochus Epiphanes is a type & a foreshadow of the antichrist. 

NOW WHAT’S AMAZING TO ME, is how so many hearts today have been moved against 
the nation of Israel. Not only by Muslims & radicals, but even in the church there are some who 
don’t understand Israel’s importance. 

There is a Dangerous Doctrine in the church today called REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY. It’s 
the belief that the Church has replaced Israel. But the truth is that we haven’t replaced Israel, the 
Bible says we (Gentile believers) have been grafted in with them: 

Romans 11:17-18 – And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive 
tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not 
support the root, but the root supports you. 

The right attitude we ought to have towards the Jews & towards Israel is found in Psalm 122:6 – 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. May they prosper who love you. I believe we should be 
supporting Israel, praying for Israel & standing up for Israel. AMEN!!?? 

VERSE 29) 

Antiochus headed south again in 168BC……BUT IT SHALL NOT BE LIKE THE FORMER 
TIME = We see why in the next verse: 



VERSE 30) 

On his way back to fight against Egypt for a 3rd time in 168BC, he was met by another force as 
Roman ships came from Cyprus and opposed him. This is the period of time when the Roman 
empire was rising to become the dominant world power. These Roman soldiers met & cut off 
Antiochus before he arrived to Egypt & basically told Antiochus not to attack OR ELSE! He 
wanted no part of going to war with Rome so he backed down & obeyed their request. 

HE WAS GRIEVED & RETURNED IN RAGE AGAINST THE HOLY COVENANT = So 
because he was bullied by a bigger guy, in rage he went to bully & pick on a smaller guy. 

HE SHOWED REGARD FOR THOSE WHO FORSOOK THE COVENANT =  So like the 
former time when there were rebellious & apostate Jews, more of them joined Antiochus at this 
time & began helping him. 

VERSE 31) 

THE SANCTUARY FORTRESS = is speaking about the Temple in Jerusalem 

Antiochus killed 80,000 thousand Jews, took 40,000 as slaves, & sold another 40,000 into 
slavery. He stopped the daily sacrifices. He forbid circumcision. In fact, mothers who were 
caught circumcising their infants were brutally killed and their infant babies were hung. 
HE ALSO SET UP THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION = He set up a statue of Zeus in 
the temple. He forced the priests to sacrifice pigs to Zeus and they burned the meat on the brazen 
altar. He smeared the walls of the Holy of Holies with the pigs blood. He even forced the priests 
drink the blood and he forced the people to eat the meat. 

He even forced the Jews to offer a pig on the Brazen Altar on the 25th day of every month, to 
commemorate his birthday. And ALL of this is a FORESHADOWING OF THE ANTICHRIST 

VERSE 32 A) 

Those Jews who rebelled against their own people were corrupted with flattery and the enticing 
things of the world. How many believers today are being corrupted by the flattery of the world? 

VERSE 32 B – 35) 

I love that those who were strong were those who KNEW GOD. These people He used to carry 
out great exploits. It’s the same for you and me. Antiochus thought this persecution would break 



the Jews & their entire culture. But instead of dividing them, it united them & brought them 
together.  

In 168BC a family was raised up by God. A man named Matthias Maccabees and his 5 sons 
began leading others to fight against Antiochus 2 years later, in 166BC, Matthias passed away 
and his son Judas Maccabees rose in his place. Judas and his 6,000 men ended up defeating Syria 
and their 50,000 men. THIS IS ALL RECORDED IN THE HISTORY BOOKS! 

Antiochus was furious about this so he gathered 70,000 men and sent them down to Israel. This 
time Judas Maccabees, with 7,000 men stood against this army & defeated them. FOR WITH 
GOD, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE! 

After defeating the Syrians, Judas went to Jerusalem to restore the worship of God at the temple. 
But we’re told they only had enough oil to light the Menorah lamp for 1 day, but the lamp 
supernaturally stayed lit for 8 days, until they could gather more oil for the temple! Therefore, on 
December 25th,, 165 BC, the Maccabean Revolt was considered successful. And on that day they 
rededicated the temple. 

The word HANUKAH means, “Dedication”. And a new Jewish Holiday was formed called the 
Feast of Dedication (or Hanukah). Jesus celebrated this holiday in John 10:22. 

VERSE 35) 

These Jews who fell at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes serve as a picture of the believers who 
will die at the hands of the antichrist. 

Revelation 6:11 – Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they 
should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, 
who would be killed as they were, was completed. 

Psalm 116:15 – Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 

SO HOW CAN YOU BENEFIT FROM THIS HISTORY LESSON? 

Though some might think it’s a little boring, these verses contain some of the most specifically 
fulfilled prophecies in the Bible, predicting over 375 yrs of history with perfect accuracy. 



Daniel has undergone some heavy criticism from Atheistic scholars who deny supernatural 
revelation. The reason why is because the prophesies in Daniel are a little too accurate for their 
liking. So because they’ve already pre-determined to refuse to believe in God and supernatural 
revelation, their thought process is, “Because Daniel’s prophesies are so accurate, then they must 
have been written after the events occurred.” They want to believe that Daniel lived at a later 
time and was writing history, but of course they’re wrong. It’s EASILY proven that the book of 
Daniel was written BEFORE the events happened that he had prophesied about. 

Since so many of Daniel’s prophecies have come to fruition, we can be sure that the rest of his 
prophesies will come to pass, just as he wrote them. Jesus is coming back quickly! Maranatha!


