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New post on Mission El Salvador

Bittersweet.
by david.estefania

Hey there!

We pray this blog finds you well! We wanted to give you a quick update on everything
that’s been going on this past couple of months! Both of our semesters started off in a
great way!

Estefanía’s 10th and 11th graders are halfway through with their novel and learning loads
of new vocabulary! It has been awesome to see them grow in their English language in
many different ways!

Also, as we said in our previous blog post, Estefanía is part of the Gretler Foundation
committee at NLCS. This foundation has donated funds for the school to invest in some
of its biggest needs. She is involved in several of the projects and in these past couple of
months they were able to get a good jump start: 1. The school’s English teachers are now
in a weekly English program in order to better their english and teaching methods - David
is actually their teacher! 2. The 11th graders have started a “Vocational Guidance"
program, where they will be in volved in a set of 5 activities (which began last week) that
will guide them with the big decisions that lay ahead of them (college, work, and
staying/moving away from El Salvador).
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Our Juniors in their first one-on-one vocational guidance interview

 

3. Estefanía worked on making a school-wide furnishing inventory and has started getting
some of the most crucial things. 4. Finally, she and a couple of ladies from the church
were in charge of researching and coordinating the purchase of new playground
equipment for the school. This latter project has been completed! It was a joy to see the
children’s faces on inauguration day! The old playground equipment was donated to a
low income community in El Salvador. It has been beyond a blessing to be able to see
firsthand God's provision for the school.

 



Our new playground!

Estefanía is also researching what is needed to get NLCS accredited by an international
accreditation agency. Please help us pray for what will be needed in order to do this
since it is a big step!



Estefanía and the school's Coordinators and Administrators working at our apartment
this past Saturday.

 

David has also had his hands full with the seminary. He has been teaching the second
part of his Hebrew class as well as Survey of the Old Testament I. As we mentioned
above, he has also been helping the English teachers to grow by teaching them on a
weekly basis. Besides David’s classes, the seminary is also offering Expository Preaching
II (to follow-up with the recent workshop we had) and Hermeneutics (a fancy term for
Biblical interpretation). With four classes going at the same time, this is the most we have
offered at once in the history of the seminary! So it is exciting to see how things are
moving along. David is also looking into inviting a professor or two to come give an
intensive class at the end of the semester or sometime during the summer.

David teaching English to New Life Christian School's teachers.

Besides teaching, David has been very busy trying to work on some of the foundational
needs of the seminary that don’t exist yet.  Right now, David is trying to collect all final
grades given in the past years at the seminary (from 2008 until now!) all in one place in
order to be able to create a file for each student and a proper record of what has been
done in the past. While that may not seem like much, there has been almost no
organization in the past few years and the paperwork is spread out between online
databases, physical copies in filing cabinets, and even the offices of some of the
teachers. Though tedious, this project will not only benefit the seminary in the short and
long-term, it is a necessary step to take in order to apply for accreditation. Please pray
for the progress that the seminary is making so that we can push ahead with our purpose
of training the pastors and leaders of churches in El Salvador and Latin America; though



not glamorous, the projects we are working on now are essential for us to fulfill our
calling.

We want to invite you to be a part of a project we are involved in called, "The Box of
Mercy". This gift is in preparation of Mother's Day and it is for moms with kids with
cancer here in El Salvador. If you would like to be involved or to get more information,
please send us a direct message! (essex@missiones.org)

We would like to end this post on a bittersweet note, thanking God for the life of
Estefanía’s aunt, Ginivette, who suddenly went to be with the Lord this past March 1st.
We ask for your prayers for her family (husband and six kids) and for Estefanía’s mom
and grandma.

Estefanía's aunt, uncle and three of her six cousins visited us in New Orleans last year.

Blessings,

David & Estefanía
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